Aitoloakarnania is an administrative region at the midwest of Greece. Its population is 211.000 (201]) and its area
5461 km?Z. Its capital is Messolonghi for historical reasons, while its biggest city and economic centre is Agrinio.

Other towns are Nafpaktos (Lepanto), Amfilochia, Thermo, Astakos, Vonitsa, Aitoliko. There are also many small
villages and the remarkable is that there were post offices which operated in some of them for a very short time.
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Aitoloakarnania is the biggest perfecture in Greece with
many morphological differences. There are many mountains
but also rivers, lakes and plains. This is why the
communication with other districts was difficult. In the 19th
century, mails were transferred by mounted or

pedestrian postmen towards the nearest ports like
Messolonghi, Nafpaktos, Amfilochia, Vonitsa and Astakos.
From there, they were transferred by ship mainly to

Patra (Peloponnese) and then to their final destination in
Greece or abroad. Since the beginning of the 20th century, the
railway, which was constructed from Agrinio to Kryoneri
(port across Patra), was also used for the correspondence.

Note: The administrative division of Greece in force since 1975 was taken in accouht.
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5. The Greek Post Offices of the 20th Century by Ioannis Ntais




Post offices during the Preadhesive period at Aitoloakarnania were at : NAYIIAKTOZ (NAFPAKTOS or

LEPANTO) 1833, - MEZOAOI'TION (MESSOLONGHI) 1834, - ATPINION (AGRINIO) 1833, -
AM®IAOXIKON APT'OX (AMFILOCHIA) 1838, - ANNINON (ANNINON) 1854, (extremely rare,

population only 40 people), - BONITZA and BONITZA (VONITSA and VONITZA) 1835, - AITQAIKON

(AITOLIKON) 1843, - AXTAKOZ (ASTAKOS) 1837.
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Blue button type cancellation "NAYIIAKTOZ" (NAFPAKTOS or LEPANTO) on commercial letter

written "7 ®gPp. 1845'" (7 Feb. 1845), sent to "IIATPA' (PATRA Peloponnese) arrival
postmark "TIATPAI*8 ®EBPO 1845'" (PATRA*8 FEB. 1845). On backside handwritten 10 lepta postal

rate to be paid.

Commercial letter type I cancellation ""AITQAIKON"(AITOLIKON) with a decorative ornament at
the lower part , written ''2 Iavovapiov 1856'' (2 January 1856), sent to ""IIATPA"
(PATRA Peloponnese) arrival postmark "IIATPAI*4.IANOY. 1856" (PATRA*4.JAN.1856).
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Letter posted from
"MEZOAOT-
I'ON*1 AYT:
1843"
(MESSOLON-
GHI) with lawrel
leaves, via
"TIATPAI*2
AYT: 1843"
(PATRA
Peloponnese),
arrival
"NAYITAION*4
AYT': 1843".
(Nafplio :
Peloponnese)
Prepaid postage
rete 30 lepta.
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Letter dated

"t 24: Tppiov,
1844:
Meoordyyrov"
(24 Sept. 1844
Messolonghi),
postmarked "ME
-ZOAOI'TT*24
ZEMIIT. 1844"
(MESSOLON-
GHI) with lawrel
leaves at the
lower part. Sent
to ""TA@HNATI*27
LZEMIIT.1844"
(ATHENS)
black, with
handwritten rate
on reverse 20
lepta.

Commercial letter from "MEZOAOI'TION*1.ZEIIT.59* (49)" (MESSOLONGHI, - 49 was the number
of the post office) in blue (type III) arrival "IIATPAI*2.ZEIIT.59*(9), (PATRA — number post office 9).



Prepmd letter dated "'tq 9 @aﬂp. 1844'' (9 Febr. 1844) from ""AI" PINION" (AGRINIO),( type I- button)
in blue/green to Athens. On reverse 30 lepta paid fee. Sender writes to his brother.

Commercial letter dated "'tnv 16 avyod. 1852" (16 August 1852" from ""ATPINION" (AGRINIO),

- (type I — button) in blue to PATRA. Arrival postmark IIATPAI*18 AYI'OY*1852 (PATRA, 18
AUGUST, 1852). The sender writes to ""pmarpa’ (mpatra, that is Patra with m in front), spoken
idiomatic expression transfered to written.




Commercial

letter cancelled
with type I, with
lawrel leaves,
"AM®.
APT'OX*29
IANOY. 1860",
(AMF. ARGOS =
AMFILOCHIA),
arrival to
"IIATPAI*4
®EBP. 60 (9)'"",
(PATRA - number
post office 9), type
I11.
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Letter dated "13
Maiov 1853"
(13 May 1853),
cancelled with
"AM®IA.
APIoz"
(AMFIL.
ARGOS =
AMFILOC-
HIA), port at
the north of
Aitoloakarna-
nia, type I —
button, sent to a

lawyer at
PATRA.

Commercial
letter cancelled
type I11, ""AM®.
APT'OZ* 10
OKT. 60*(51),
(AMF. ARGOS
= AMFILOCH-
1A and 51 was
the number of
the post office),
arrival to
"IIATPAI*10
OKT.60* (9)'",
(PATRA) type
III.
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Commercial letter dated "ty 12 AvyodeTov 1847" cancelled BONITEA (VONITSA), port at the
northwest of Aitoloakarnania, type I — button, arrival to "TIATPAI*16 AYT'OY.1847" (PATRA), type IL

Prepaid postage 20 lepta. & _ ; -

Letter cancelled type 11 with lawrel leaves, BONITZA*25 IANOYAP.1851, (VONITZA = VONITSA),
arrival AQHNAI*7 ®EBP:1851, (ATHENS) type IL. Sent to the secretary of the Othomanic embassy.




Entire folded letter, postmarked ALTAKOZL, bluish black, type I- button with decoratwe ornament,
(ASTAKOS, port at the west of Aitoloakarnania), written at "Ev Apayopéeti my 13. 7Bpiov 1846"
(Dragamesti, fortified Byzantine city, at the north side of Astakos), sent to ITATPAI 16. ZEMNT. 1846
(Patra Peloponnese), with handwritten rate ''30"" lepta. o

Entire folded letter , postmarked AETAKOZE, (ASTAKOS), bluish black, type I - button with decorative
ornament, written ""11. Aexep. 1851"", arrival postmark "TIATPAI*13. AEKEM.1851!' (PATRA). Prepaid
postage handwritten '20" lepta.
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Entire administrative letter dated "24.®&Bp.1851", cancelled 2-line EITIAPXOX BONITEHE (PERFECT of
VONITSA) to ""Mayera Afjpov Eyivov", (Machalas - minicapility of Ehinos, at the centre of

Aitoloakarnania). Letter was sent to a teacher and was the reply from the Church Mini stry to his letter about
his salary.
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Cover with 2-line administrative cachet ""AIOIKHTHE AITQAIAL" (GOVERNOR of AITOLIA)
sent to ATHENS.
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Cover bearing 20 lepta Large Hermes (Paris printing), cancelled by dotted '"50"" (number of Agrinio
post office), and the type II, ""ATPINION*3 MAPT. 62*(50)", (AGRINIO), sent to PATRA. Arrival
postmark "ITATPAT*S MAPT.62*(9)", (PATRA).
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Entire folded letter franked with 10 lepta orange in vertical p.air, posted from ""AT’ PINION (50)*4
MAIOZX 76" (AGRINIO) type I1, via "A@HNAI (1) *8 MAIOX 76" (ATHENS), arrival "EYPA(67)*9
MAIOZX 76", (SYROS, Aegean island — Kyklades).
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Registered , 2-line "EYZTHMENON/AP. 700", cover franked with 40 lepta dull olive-green on blue in
pair posted from ""AT'PINION (50)*13 NOEM. 75" (AGRINION), via "TIATPAI (9)*17 NOEM. 75"
(PATRA), arrival "KEPKYPA (106)*25 NOEM. 75'' (CORFU, island at the Ionian sea).
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Free of charge entire folded letter from ""AT'PINION (50)*5TOYA. 79" (AGRINION type II) sent to Athens
"Eni anodeiter' (registered mail), with handwritten marking ""A.Y." [=Anpoow Ymmpeoia / Public Service].
Sender the EINIZTAZIA T. TAXYAP. ATPINIOY [Intendancy of the Post Office of Agrinion, with Coat
of Arms], addressed to 'TIpog tov Kvp. Apiot. N. Paxémoviov, I'pappatéav tng I'ev. Tov

Tayvdpopcinv Aevdiveswe, 1 Adjvas. (to the secretary of the general post administration in Athens).
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Entire folded letter franked with 20 lepta coarse print deep blue. Tied by dotted ''49'" (number of
Messolonghi post office), and the type I1, "MEZOAOTITION (49)*22 IOYN.62" (MESSOLONGHI),

sent to AGRINIO.

Entire folded letter franked with 20 lepta, sky-blue,.Tied by dotted '"49" and the type II, "MEZOAOI'TION
(49)*10 NOEM.63"', (MESSOLONGHI), month inverted, via "IIATPAI (9)*11 NOEM.63" (PATRA),
to ARGOS (town at the east of Peloponnese).
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Entire folded letter franked with 3x.10 lepta orange, cancelled type I1 "MEXZOAOI'TTION (49)*23
AEKE.77", (MESSOLONGHI), via "IIATPAI (9)*25 AEKE.77" (PATRA), arrival oval
"TRIEST*10.1.78" (TRIESTE ITALY).

Entire folded letter franked with 1x20 lepta bright rosine and 1x5 lepta green, cancelled type VI
"MEZOAOITION*5 MAPT. 86'" (MESSOLONGHI), via "TIATPAI*6 MAPT. 86'' (PATRA),
arrival oval "TRIEST*21.3.86'" (TRIESTE ITALY).
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Entire folded letter franked with pair of 10A Large Hermes Head, cancelled with "MEZOAOI'TION*

2. PEBP.84"', (Messolonghi) type IV, via "IIATPAI *3. ®EBP.1844' (Patra), sent
to "KEPKYPA*5.®EBP.1884" (Kerkyra, Corfu) :
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Entire folded letter franked with 20) blue Large Hermes Head, cancelled with "MEZOAOTTION
(49)*16.AEKE.76'", (Messolonghi), administrative circular cachet "E@N.TPAITEZA T.EAAAAOZX.
YHOKATAXT.MEZOAOITIOY" (National Bank of Greece, Messolonghi Branch), sent to National
Bank Patra's Branch, arrival "IIATPAI (9)*17 AEKE.76", (Patra).




¥ i -

e

I : . b

'l :. F ! ¥y I
: /_)707 '

4 -

3‘ . 5‘\ /9/4//4 P

By
e

i

.| .

Entire folded letter franked with 20 lepta deep blue / coarse impressions. Tied by dotted '"51'" (number
of Amfilochia post office) and the type II, ""AM®. APTOX (51)*11 MAIOZ 62" (AMF. ARGOS =
AMFILOCHIA, port at north Aitoloakarnania), arrival "IIATPAI (9)*14 MAIOZX 62'' (PATRA). |

Entire folded letter with 20 lepta, cancelled '""AM®.APT'OX(51)*19...73" type 1L, (AMF. ARGOS =
AMFILOCHIA), arrival "TIATPAIT (9)*22.1AN.73" (PATRA).




Entire folded letter with 20 lepta blue, cancelled by dotted "55" (number of Astakos post office) and
the type I1, "ALTAKOZX (55)*16 AYT'.66'" (ASTAKOS port at the west Aitoloakarnania), arrival
"IIATPAI (9)*18 AYT..." (PATRA).
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Entire folded letter with 202, cancelled ""AZTAKOX(55)*12 ®EBP. 77", type II, (ASTAKOS),
arrival "IIATPAI(9)*16 ®EBP. 77" (PATRA).




Entire folded letter franked with 20 lepta deep-blue. Tied by dotted '"53"" (number of Vonitsa post office) and

the type II ""BONITZA(5)*22 IOYN. 62" (VONITSA port at the northwest of Aitoloakarnania), arrival
"IIATPAI (9)*25 IOYN. 62'"' (PATRA). '
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Postal receipt 80 ? , Nb.11, postmarked type I1 ""BONITZA(53)*2 ®EBP. 88" (VONITZA=VONITSA).
The receipt concerned the Turkish concul.




Entire folded letter with 20 lepta grey-blue, cancelled type IT '"NAYIIAKTOZ (48)*13 ®EBP. 66"
(NAFPAKTOS or LEPANTO), via ""A@HNAI (1)*16 ®EBP.66", (ATHENS), arrival "ZYPOZX(67)
*19 ®EBP.66' (SYROS island of Kyklades Aegean sea).

Cover franked with 1x20 lepta carmine and 1x10 lepta orange, cancelled type Il "NAYITAKTOZX (48)
*9 NOEM. 82" (NAFPAKTOS), via "IIATPAI (9)*10 NOEM. 82" (PATRA), sent to TEPTELTH

(TRIESTE Italy).
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Entire folded letter franked with 20 lepta sky-blue, Tied by dotted ''54'" (number of Etoliko post office) and
the type I1, ""AITQAIKON (54)*12 NOEM. 70" (AITOLIKON port near to Messolonghi), via "TIATPAI
(9)*13 NOEM. 70" (PATRA), arival "TPIIIOAIX (18)*15 NOEM.70" (TRIPOLI, central Peloponnese).

f’c’;b‘j‘%\%j [l 9*’ J }
[~ g i ) ; 2 |
tg)\/ 5 / - & .47 o 3 ’;

Entire folded letter with 20 lepta deep carmine, cancelled type 11, "AITQAIKON(54)*8 AYI‘ 82"
(AITOLIKON), arrival "TIATPAI (9)*10 AYT". 82" (PATRA).




Postal Stationery 103 "Belgian print" dull ultramarine on grey-cream cancelled ""A'PINION 29 AYT. 85",
type IV in blue coloure, (AGRINIO) sent to Patra

_—

Postal Stationery 104 "Belgian print" dull ultramarine on grey-cream cancelled "' AITQATKON(54)*20
AEKE.85" type I1 (AITOLIKON), sealed with circular 53, written in French, sent to Bruxelles
Belgium, postmarked at arrival "BRUXELLES 28 DECE 85",




Postal Stationery 10\ "Belgian print" dull ultramarine on grey-cream plus 5\ green Small Hermes Head, from
Messolonghi, via "TIATPAI*18 IOYA. 95", (Patra), written in French sent to Hemes Westfalen Germany.

""AI'PINION 30.I0YA.97", (Agrinion type V in blue), on 20 postal envelope stationery, sent to ’
""A@HNAI 5 31.10YA.97""(Athens). Adressed to Erapnvavoav ZopPpaxaxny, AvOuilapyov. The

receiver Epaminondas Zymvrakakis was a Greek military, volunteer during the Greco-Turkish War

of 1897. ‘




Aitoloakarnania is the largest perfecture in Greece and has many small villages. In some of them operated
post offices for a short time, so are saved few mails. The fact that some villages were renamed does the old
one cancellations more rare.
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BETOAIZTA 16. AYT. 11 (Vetolista, renamed Romia at 1927 and at 1928 to Terpsithea), small
mountainous village at the Sub-Perfecture of Nafpaktos, tying a 5A engraved definitives issue on
picture postcard sent to Patras. Picture postcard: AHMHTZANA (yevicij drmoyn) - Dimitsana

- Peloponnese (general view). ; /
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BO'T'TZA 2 IOYA. 13 (Voitsa, renamed at 1927 to Elafovrysi), small mountainous village at the
Sub-Perfecture of Nafpaktos), canceling on a 10A commercial letter card, sent to Nafpaktos




IIEPIZTA 26 OKT. 10 (Perista, small mountainous village near to village Platalios, Sub-Perfecture of
Nafpaktos), cancelling on a 10, commercial letter card (Flying Hermes), arrival postmarked "EYPOZ 2\
NOEM. 10" (Syros Kyklades Aegean sea).  ~

AOYNITZA 31 AYT. 923 (Dounitsa, renamed at 1928 to Stathas, mountainous village of the Sub-Perfecture of
Amfilochia), tying 302 lithographic definitives and 50 revenue stamp (additional fees), on properly posted cover
~ sent to "AM®IAOXIA (KAPBAZZAPAY) 2 ZEIL 23" (Amfilochia portat the north Aitoloakarnania).
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TTATIAAATEZX 1.VIIL.28 (Papadates Makrynia, village at the Sub-Perfecture of Messolonghi and
nowadays at the Municipality of Agrinio), tying a 10A + 3X30A lithographic definitives on commercial*
corner card, sent to ITATPAI (Patras), via ""AT'PINION 3 IOYA. 28" (Agrinion).

MITIOYPAEZXIA 30. ZEII. 36 (Bourlesia Makrynia, renamed at 1956 to Metapa and at 1957 to Agios
Andreas). Small village at the Sub-Perfecture of Messolonghi and nowadays at the Municipality of Agrinio.

Tying a pair of 18py, Landscapes on postcard sent to ITATPAI (Patras), via "MEZOAOITTON 1 OKT. 36
(Messolonghi).




MYPTIA TPIXQNIAZX 29 OKT. 31 (Myrtia, till 1928 named as Gouritsa, small village at the waterside

of lake Trichonida, Sub-Perfecture of Thermo, central Aitoloakarnania), tying a 20\ + a pair of 251 !
Landscapes, plus a 804 lithographic issue, boxed with postman's ''59", via ""ATPINION 30 X 931" ' '
(Agrinion), arrival postmarked ""TA®HNAI 31 OKT. 31" (Athens).
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I'PAMMATIKON MEZOAOITIOY 31 AEK. 1928 (Grammatikon, village at Sub-Perfecture-
of Messolonghl nowadays at the Mummpahty of Agrinio), tying a 1,508py Navarin sent to
"TIIATPAI 1.1.29" (Patras, new year's day).




MMAAHOITYPI'OX (NAYITAKTIAY) 6 LEIL 1935 (Paliopyrgos, till 1927 Velvitsena,
mountainous village at the Sub-Perfecture of Nafpaktos), tying 18py + 28py Landscapes on
cover, via "NAYITAKTOZX 7 ZEIIL 1935'" (Nafpaktos), sent to Patras.
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MAXAAAZX 13.111.40 (Machalas, renamed at 1954 to Fyties, at the Sub-Perfecture Xiromero, central
Aitoloakarnania), tying a 18py King George II on 18py postal card Landscapes issue, via ""AT'PINION
13 MAP. 40" (Agrinion) sent to Patras.
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KAEIIA 22.10YN.1930, arrival postmark (Klepa, small mountainous village at the Sub-Perfecture of
Nafpaktos) on post card tying a pair of S0\ Independence issue (Hero Athanasios Diakos),

from "MEZOAOITION 18 IOYN. 1930", (Messolonghi), via "NAYITIAKTOZX 20 IOYN. 1930",
(Nafpaktos) to Sinista (very small village, written such as by the sender, although it was renamed to
Perdikovrysi since 1927).
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AEITENOY 28.1V.50 (Lepenou, village near to Agrinio) blue, tying a 4505p. Annexation of
Dodecanese + 50Apy/10A charity (Postal staff Welfare Fund) + 508py, charity (Restoration of
Thessaloniki Monuments Fund), postman's boxed ''25", boxed With slogan, sent to ""A@HNAI
A®IEIZ 30.IV.50" (Athens).
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Cover pictured TPAIIEZA A@HNEN (Athens bank) from "AI'PINION 14 IX 31" (Agrinio), tying 1x804
lithographic issue + 1x20A + 2x25) Landsscapes, via "TIATPAI 14 IX 31", (Patra Peloponnese), tied "ZT"
AIEGNHX EKOEXIX OEXXAAONIKHE 13-27 ZENNTEMBPIOY 1931 / VI FOIRE
INTERNATIONALE DE THESSALONIKI 13-27 SEPTEMBRE 1931 (International Fair

of Thessaloniki), via "OELLAAONIKH-AAEEANAPOYIIOAIZ* KINHTON* 16 IX 31 1A"
[Thessaloniki- Alexandroupoli 1A, Ambulant railway postmark, (Thessaloniki Macedonia —
Alexandroupoli East Thraki)]. Arrival "EAN®@H*16 ZEIN.1931" (Xanthi West Thraki).

Commercial
postcard from
"AI'PINION
16. XII. 37"
(Agrinion)
franked with
16py King
George 11 + 504
Welfare plus
25py Postage
due tied by
"IIATPAI
(ADIEIX) 17.
AEK. 37",
(Patras) upon
arrival.




Cover sent from Athens, written in French (letter enclosed), to "MEZOAOI'TION 14 AEK. 23"
(Messolonghi), tying a pair of 5\ and a strip of 3X50) postage due stamps, at arrival.
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Cover from ""XIOXZ *AIIOZTOAH* 28. II. 44" (Chios, island at north-east Aegean), handstamp
T 2.000, censored circular "DEUTSCHE ZENSUR*CHIOS'", sent to National Bank Agrinion, franked
at arrival with 10x2008py, Postage due lithographic issue, reused, postmarked '""AT'PINION
20 MAP. 44", (Agrinion).




) Airmail cover cancelled
"NEAITOAIZ KPHTHX
18 VIII 1941" '
(Neapolis Crete), sender
"Gendarmerie Sub-
Command of Neapolis
Crete", franked with 30c¢ +
50c in pair + 50¢ airpost, via
Rodos, "POSTA AEREA*
RODI(EGEO) 22.8.
41", via machine
"A@HNALI'" (Athens),
linear ""AEPOITOPIKQZ"
(By air), sent to "' Ayye-
Mokaotpov Meooloyyiov"
(Aggelokastron,
village at the Sub-
Perfecture of Messolonghi,
nowadays at Agrinion),
postmarked at arrival
"MEZOAOITION"
(Messolonghi).
Italian censor tape
"Verificato per Censura''.
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Cover, National Bank

sender, - v EONIKH TPATIEZA THZ EAAAAOZ
franked with 50¢ e P 5 o 3
overprint "ISOLE : ™~ £

JONIE" ~ ba
from "AEYKAZX 10. A
XI. 42" (Lefkada, \ 3
Ionian's island), ..

via "KEPKYPA YMNOKATAZTHMA 7 "o
(A®IEIZ) 30 AEK. - | N W,
42" (Corfu), : SRR
e EONIKHS TPATIEZHS
43", (Patras) to 3 '

""AT'PINION 10 IAN.

43" (Agrinion). Italian ~
censor A
tape "VERIFICATO | _:_ Bous
PER CENSURA * Lpoe
CORFU", censored 5
circular "AFFARI B
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MATAPATKA 15.®EB.28 (Mataranga, area Makrynia, village near Agrinion), tying 2X1,506px'Navarin

+ 2X50A Landscapes on commercial cover sent to Hamburg Germany. Sender's corner cover: AHMOZX L.
TAKEAAAPIAAHE, KAIINEMIIOPOX, MATAPATI'KA-AT'PINION (Demos I. Sakellariadis),
Tobacciana. Tobacco's crop was very developed at the area of Agrinio, there were many processing factories
and was exported all over the world.

Mr. Jamis RiGcas

132 NORTH MAIN STREET
WELLsviLLE, N. Y.

= Rt U. S’ AMERICA

APAXQBA NAYITAKTIAE 26.MAP.33 (Arachova, small mountainous village at the Sub-Perfecture
of Nafpaktos), tying 4X1,508py, Navarin Surcharges + 2X50% Landscapes, via "I[TAATANOX
(NAYTITAKTIAX) 26.111.33" (Platanos, village of the Sub-Perfecture of Nafpaktos), via ""A@HNAI
28.MAP.33", (Athens), sent to WELLSVILLE, NEW YORK, U.S.A.
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NEOXQPION (NAYITAKTIAZE) 23.VII1.34 (Neochorion, very small mountainous village at the Sub-
Perfecture of Nafpaktos), tying 9X80M lithographic issue + 4X20A Landscapes, via "IIAATANOX
(NAYITAKTIAX) 25.AYT'.34" (Platanos of Nafpaktos), sent to Hanover (New Hampshire, U.S.A).

ITAATANOZ NAYITAKTIAZX 14.X11.1930 (Platanos, mountainous village at the Sub-Perfecture of

Nafpaktos), tying 2X1,506py Independence (Hero Karaiskakis) + 8X10 reverse +2X10 front Independence
(Hero Rigas Feraios), sent to Lufhen Te?(as U.S.A.
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KONIXZKA 2.VIIL46 (Koniska, very small mountainous village at the Sub-Perfecture of Thermo), tying

5X3000py Eleftherios Venizelos (Prime Minister of Greece), on Par-Avion cover, via "@EPMON 2. '

VIIL.46' (Thermon, central Aitoloakarnania), sent to Brouklen New York U.S.A.

Registered, Par-Avion cover, postmarked "NAYIIAKTOZX 10.1AN.47"" (Nafpaktos), sender from
Katafygion (small mountainous village, till 1927 named as Amorani), tying 4X508py + 4X5006py,
Chains surcharges issue, via "A@HNAI ZYNTAI'MA 13.1AN.47", (Athens), sent to Pontiac Michigan
U.S.A. arrival postmarked "NEW YORK*JAN.19.1947*A.M.F. TOURS" and ''??
*JAN.21.1947*REGISTERED"'.




Cover postmarked "AM(DIAOXIA*'? LEIL 23" (Amfilochia, port at the north of Aitoloakarnania),
tying with 500/50%, + lﬁpx + 18py, Grey-Ultramarine, Bisected, Revolution 1922 overprint, sent to
Alexandria Egypt, arrival postmarked ""ALEXANDRIA*15.SEP.23".

AT'PINION 11.1I0YN.26, (Agrinion), tying 1X40A + 1X802 llmographlc issue, on cover
sent to BAPAA KOPYTZA AABANIA, (Varda Korytsa Albania), via "A@HNAI
KENTPIKON*13.I0YN.26" (Athens), cancelled at arival "KORCE*16 6.26".




Registered

cover from
"AITQAIKON
3. MAIL28"
(Aitolikon), tying
on reverse 2X46p.
Navarino issue,
sent to San Jose
Costa Rica, via
"AGHNAI -
LYXIT. ADIE:*S
.MAI.28"
(Athens
Registered),

via "BRINDISI
TRANPITI*RA
C-
COMAN*8.5.28"
(Brindisi Italy),
via ""?2*10.5.28",
arrival postmarked
"SAN JOSE,
COSTA
RICA*R.R.
EXTERIOR*
MAY.31.1928"
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Registered cover
from -
"AITQAIKON
8.AEK.27"
(Aitolikon,

port near
Messolonghi),
tying with 1x50)
+ 1X40) + 1X10)
Landscapes issue,
plus 1X18p. +
1X66p. Fabvier
issue,

via "TA@HNAI*1
0 AEK.

27" (Athens), sent
to Saarlouis
Germany, arrival
postmarked
"SAARLOUIS
(BARNHOF)*14
.12.27". Sender
corner cover
IQAKEIM T,
KOYPKOYME-
AHZ AIKHI"O-
POX (Lawyer).




Since the beginning of the 20th century, the Post and Telegraphic service in Greece operated united. It was usually
that the employees used the telegraphic seals to cancell the post, because it was convenienced to them. Telegraphic
seale was broken single cycle, in 36 small lines, 29mm outer diameter. In the middle of the cycle was written the date
and at the upper side the name of the telegraphic office. At Aitoloakarnania operated 12 Telegraphic offices and at
most of them were found telegraphic postmarks on post.
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THA. I'P. BONITZHZ 5. AYT. 24 (Telegraphic office Vonitsas, port at the west Aitoloakarnania), on
10X post card uprated with a pair of 104 lithographic, sent to commercial bank of Patras.
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THA. I'P. KATOYNHE 27. NOE. 26 (Telegraphic office Katounas, small town at the west of
Aitoloakarnania), on commercial post card, tying with 2X20) + 2X30) lithographic, sent to Patras. [




EMNIZTOAIKON AEATAPION
AIA TO EIQTEPIKON

Ent s aevpds ravys ypdderat pavoy i drevfurais

Ale ABEA T ALTINTH AEPKYEA

THA. I'P. KATOXHZEX 25. MAL 13 (Telegraphic office Ksitochis, small town near Messolonlghi), on
5\ post card, sent to Syros (island of Kyklades, Aegean sea). :

THA. I'P. NAYIIAKTQY 23 AYT. 26 (Telegraphic office Nafpaktos), on cover tying with 1X80 + 3X20}~
lithographic, sent to Athens, on reverse arrival machine postmark ""A@HNAI 25.AYT".23".
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THA. I'P. KEOAAOBPYZZOY 22. PEB. 30 (Telegraphic office Kefalovrysso, nowadays Thermo, central
Aitoloakarnania) on cover tying 4X10) + 8X25). Landscapes plus 2X80A lithographic, via "TIATPAI",
(Patras), sent to New York U.S.A.

Cover from "NAYIIAKTOZX 25. IAN. 1932' (Nafpaktos) franked 104 + 20\ + 28py Landscapes,
via "THA. I'P. KE@AAOBPYZOY 27. IAN. 32" (Telegraphic office Kefalovrysso), sent to ""TAI'PINION
28. IAN. 32" (Agrinion).

IR,




ENIZTOAIKON AEATAPION
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THA.TP. AXTAKOY 14. AIIP. 16 (Telegraphic office Astakos, port at the west
Aitoloakarnania), on 5i post card sent to Patras Peloponnese.

"THA. I'P. AITQAIKOY* 7? ®EB. 22'' (Telegraphic Office of Aitoliko), during the

Asia Minor Campaing, small free of charge cover, from a Greek military,

log Adyoc, 180 Zovtaypa (1st Company, 18th Regiment, written 21-2-22, letter

included), handwritten '"EAoyokpifn" (Censored) and signed by the Company's commander
as examiner, sent to Aitoliko, postmarked at the arrival.
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THA. I'P. IAATANOY 14. IAN. 27 (Telegraphic office Platanos, mountainous village at the Sub-
Perfecture of Nafpaktos), on commercial post card, tying with 18p. Lithographic, sent to Patras.
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THA.T'P. MYTIKA 19. OKT. 38 (Telegraphic office Mytikas, port west Aitoloakarnania), on
commercial post card, tying with 28p. Historical (Naval Battle of Salamis), sent to Patras, arrival
machine postmarked "TIATPAI*21.X.38" (Patras).




The largest part of Greece till 1950 consisted from about 11.000 villages (3,5 million population). Postal
service was very difficult because of the very bad condition of the road network. Rural post service started

by law at 1909. There were two categorys of rural postmans. The mounted who should traverse about 180 —
240 km per week and the pedestrians 160 km per week. Aitoloakarnania which has many small villages
had rural postmans to service them mo'stly once or twice per week.
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Dotted rural ""153" on 10A + 5k, commercial letter card. from "Telatrd Mesoloyyiov'' (Galatas, village
at the Sub-Prefecture of Messolonghi, population 353 — census 1921), via "TIATPAI*30 IOYA..."
(Patra Peloponnese) sent to Piraeus.

PL

Dotted rural ""158" on small cover franked with 50A + 18py, via "TABAAOY*12 ®EB. 40"
(Gavalou village seat of the Rural Route), via "MEZOAOI'TION 13 ®EB. 40", (Messolonghi),
to Athens. On arrival postman's cachet ''33"'.




Dotted rural "'160'" on 10X + 5i Charity issues (N ational Welfare Foundation Fund) commercial letter
card written at ""Epngedg 15 Anpihiov 1919'' (Empesos, village, population 511 - census 1921), via
"MEZOAOITION ...." (Messolonghi), arrival "IIATPAI*17 AIIP.19" (Patra).

B MAIN AT VANCE. .
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Dotted rural "161" on cover franked in front with a pair 36p. and back 36p. + a pair of 504 Charity Issues
(Queens) from '""Malaopaviva Avtolkod' (Palaiomanina village near Aitoliko), via '"NEOXQPION
MEZOAOITIOY*22 V 40" (Neochorion village near Messolonghi), via "TIATPAI 23 V 40" (Patra),
with Excange Control marking of Patra, sent to Canton Ohio U.S.A.
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Dotted rural ""166' on commercial post card franked with 18p, written at "'"T'afakod 14-10-27" (Gavalou,
village at the centre of Aitoloakarnania), via ""THA. I'P. KE®AAOBPYZZOY'" (Telegr. Office
Kefalovrysso, nowadays Thermo) to Patra. Two postmarks of "THA. I'P. KE®AAOBPYZZOY". The
first with date 15 OKT. 27 and the second one with date 21 OKT. 27. Probably it was forgotten at the Post
Office.

Dotted rural "173" on cover franked in front with a pair 38p. and back with a pair 18p. + a pair 503, Charity
Issues, from "Mokista Navraxtiog' (Pokista a mountain village of Nafpaktos, popul. 249), via
"SIMOY*15 NOE. 38'" (Simos, mountain village of Nafpaktos), via "NAYIIAKTOZ*16 NOE. 1938"
(Nafpaktos) to Wilmington U.S.A. Sealed with circular Excange Control marking ""Y.E.X" (Department
for Curency Control). "




Dotted rural **176" on commercial postcard tying a 28p. Historical sent 15/5/39 from Iepiota (Perista,
small mountainous village of Nafpaktos), via "TIAATANOLZ NAYIIAKTIAZ* 18 MAL 39" (Platanos
mountainous village of Nafpaktos) to "ITATPAI* 19 V 39" (Patra Peloponnese).

Dotted rural ""181"" on small cover written 5/12/27,
tying a pair of 254, via "MET'. AOMITOTINA"
(Big Lompotina, mountainous village of |
Nafpaktos, named as Ano Hora at 1930). Arrival
postmark "KAMAPAI IIATPQN*10 AEK.
1927" (Kamarai of Patra's Peloponnese).

Dotted rural ''181"" on small cover,
tying 3x503. Historical, via "ANS2
XQPA*2 IX 38' (Ano Hora,
mountainous village of Nafpaktos),
sent to Athens,
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Dotted rural '"183" on cover tying 4x25p. Landscapes, via ""ANQ XQPA*24 XII. 34" (Ano Hora,
mountainous village of Nafpaktos), via "A@HNAI*27 XII. 34" (Athens), sent to Washington U.S.A.

Dotted rural "'184" on 104 letter card written at ''ZnAiota 8 IovAiov 1913 (Zilista small village of Nafpaktos)
sent to a reserve lieutenant, 6th Division, 17th Regiment, 1st Battalion, 2nd Company at Macedonia Greece
during the 1st Balkans war.




Dotted rural '"194" on airmail cover franked with 3x1008p. + 100056p. Chains surcharges, fronr; "MovaotipaxL
Bovitong'' (Monastiraki, village of Vonitsa, west Aitoloakarnania), via ""THA. I'P. BONITZHZ*22 IOYA.
46" (Vonitsa's Telegr. Office), to New York U.S.A.

Dotted rural '"199" on cover franked with 3x5A, written at "Zaprvrow tv 6 Tovviov 1920" (Zavitsa, village at
the west Aitoloakarnania), via"THA. T'P. MYTIKA* 8 IOYN. 20" ( Mytika's Telegr. Office), Mytikas
port at the west Aitoloakarnania, sent to a lawyer at Lefkada (island at Ionian sea)
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Dotted rural ''201" on 104 letter card + 1x21 + 1x3I(total rate 151), written at ""TpYgov T 12-3-920" (Tryfos,
village at the centre of Aitoloakarnania), via "THA.I'P. KATOYNHZ*12 MAP.20" (Katouna's Telegr.
Office), sent to Aitoliko (port at the south Aitoloakarnania).

*

Dotted rural '"221" franked with 3x1008p. Dodecanese union from "Xépopn Navadxtov'' (Homori,
mountainous village of Nafpaktos), via "TIAATANOX NAYIIAKTIAZ*29 XII 49" (Platanos,
mountainous village at Sub-Prefecture of Nafpaktos) sent to Athens.




At the end of 19th century was constructed at
Aitoloakarnania railway with terms Agrinio and Kryoneri
(port across Patra).‘Other main train stations were at
Messolonghi and Aitoliko. From Kryoneri a ship with
railway lines transferred the vagons at Patra. That helped a lot
the commercial transactions and railway was also used for the
correspondense with postmen on the train receiving and
cancelling the mails. ¢

Commercial
postcard from
Agrinio tying
with a pair 19p.
King George II,
postmarked
"ATPINION- i}
HATPAI*KINH
-TON#*23 OKT.
40" (Agrinio-
Patras
Ambulant,
raillway
postmark), sent
to Patra, arrival
postmark
"ITATPAI 24 X
40" just 4 days
before the Greek-
Italian war.

- ‘ L ' |

s ETZTAD, MIZIOPONOTADY 4 1s

postcard from EMTIOPOI ATIOIKIAKQN

Messolonghi =1 L
tying with a 28p. OAOE HPOON MEXOAOFTION

Landscape,
postmarked
"ATPINION-
MATPAT*
KINHTON*

20 NOE 34" ' .

(Agrinio-Patras

Ambulant, w "J- & R -~ lJ,
exily = V... AN-QUEWALO V...

postmark), sent
to Patra
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Commercial postcard from Aitoliko tying 1x80). lithographic + 1x40) landscapes postmarked "AI'PINION-
IMATPAI*KINHTON*23 ZEIIT. 31" (Agrinio-Patras Ambulant, railway postmark), sent to a merchant
in Patra.

Cover from Galata (village at the Sub-Prefecture of Messolonghi) tying 5x50A Historical (Olympic Games)
+ 50 Charity (Queens), postmarked "IIATPAI-AT'PINION*KINHTON*19 AYT". 40" (Patras-Agrinio
Ambulant, railway postmark), to Athens.




The first all-Greek airline company
'EEEX - Edvuci Etaupeio Evaepiov
Zvykowoniav' (EEES — Hellenic
Aerial Communications Company)

was founded in1931 and

operated domestically in Greece between
1931 and 1940 (WW?2). At the beginninig
there were flights only between Athens —
Thessaloniki — Agrinion — Jannina
(Ioannina). -

AEPONOPIKC2/

“DIATHE ENANNIKHE ETAIPIAL
ENAEPION ZYTKOINANION

"IQANNINA*23. NOE. 1931'" (Ioannina) first flight cover to ""AT'PINION*23 NOE.31"
(Agrimion on reverse postmark), by EEES, tying with 1X50 + 1X40 Landscapes,

boxed with "AEPOITIOPIKQX - PAR AVION'" air-cachet in violet and air-label. The itinerary last
until 16.12.1932. Only 4 covers flown.
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"OELEAAONIKH*ATIOETOAH AEPOTIOPIKQX*24.X1.31"'(Thessaloniki), first flight

cover to "ATPINION*25 NOEM. 31", (Agrinion on reverse postmark), via Athens by EEES, tying
with 1X102 + 3X25) Landscapes + 1X5A lithographic, boxed with "ENAEPIQE - PAR AVION" air-
cachet in black and air-label. Only 2 covers flown.

&

"AI'PINION*26 NOEM. 31" (Agrinion), first flight cover to "OEZZAAONIKH*A®IEIX
AEPOITOPIKQX*27.X1.31" (Thessaloniki arrival by air) by EEES, tying with 2X40A + 1X102 Landscapes,
via Athens, postmarked on reverse ""A@HNAI*A®IEIZ AEPOIIOPIKQX*26.X1.31'"" (Athens, arrival by air)
and with "TA@HNAI*ATIOLTOAH AEPOITOPIKQX*26.X1.32" [wrong date, 32 instead 31 (Athens by
air)]. Boxed "AEPOITIOPIKQZ - PAR AVION" air-cachet in black, and "AEPOIIOPIKH A®IZIX"
(Arrival by air) in blue and on reverse black. Only 12 covers flown.
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"A@HNAI*AIIOZTOAH AEPOIIOPIKQE*2.VIIL.32", (Athens by air) on cover to "AIPINION*2.
VIII. 32" (Agrinion) by EEES, tying 1,53p. Navarino Surcharges, boxed with "ENAEPIQX - PAR
AVION" air-cachet in purple and air-label and with special airmail cachet, first day of use for the cachet
"AEPOIIOPIKH A®IZEHE" (Arrival by air) in blue colour.
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"AT'PINION* 28. MAL. 34", (Agrinion), first flight cover to "APAMA*30 V 34'' (Drama Macedonia,
postmark on reverse) by EEES, tying with 18p. Landscapes + 28p. Fabvier Surcharges + 13p. Airpost
Goverment's issue, via "TAOHNAI*A®IZIZ AEPOIIOPIKQX*28 V 34", (Athens arrival by air, on
reverse), boxed "AEPOTIOPIKQEX - PAR AVION", with airmail cachet "AEPOITOPIKH A®IZHZ"

(Arrival by air), on reverse. Only 12 covers flown.




In 1946 an attempt was made to reform the Greek national airline, this time being then known by the initials

"T.A.E" (Technical and Aeronautical Exploitations). T.A.E. operated all the domestic services within
Greece. In 1947, three airlines were based in Greece: ""T.A.E.", "ELL. A.S." (Hellenic Airlines) and
"A.MLE." (Air Transporations of Greece). All of them operated flights from and towards Agrinio, but
there was not a special mark on air-mails to be distinguished.
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"AI'PINION AEPOIIOPIKON 31.X.49", (Agrinion by air), on cover tying lﬂliﬁp. +4508p. Dodecanese
union, + 508p. Charity — Postal staff Welfare Fund + 506p. Charity — Restoration
of Thessaloniki Monuments Fund, with air-label, sent to Athens.

~ APIZTOO. & AHM. ZQXQPIT 4
EMOOPOI :

AIMCPINION

"ATPINION AEPOITOPIKON 18.X.50", (Agrinion by air), on commercial post card, tying with 4X1005p. |
Dodecanese union, sent to Patras Peloponnese [unusual mails by air, because of the small distance between
Agrinion and Patras, about 85km (mails arrived normally next day).




Because of the economic crisis in Greece during the decade of 1930s was imposed exchange control. There were
special committees which were checking the abroad mails (incoming and outcoming) and marked them with
special seals. That started at 1932 and last until the beginning of 50s.

Red o i = ; _ - E
" YIIHPEXIA A,
MPOXTAZIAZ
EONIKOY
NOMIZMAT-

OX ATPINIOY
(Excange

Control

Department of
Agrinion, with .
Athena '
Goddess) on

airmail cover

from

"AT'PINION
25.A11P.39"
(Agrinion)

tying various

stamps (pair of

48py Mystras, in

total on reverse .
78py airmail

stamps and
2x500/20M

Charity stamps),

sent to : i
Sweeden.

Red YIIHPEZIA
IMPOXTAZIAZ
EONIKOY
NOMIZMATOZ
ATPINIOY
(Exchange Control
Department of
Agrinion) on post
card from "New York
30.APR.1938", tying
with 3 cents, boxed
with slogan, via
"A®@HNAI 14. MAIL
38" (Athens),
postmarked at arrival
"AT'PINION
15.MAI.38"
(Agrinion). Picture of
Mid-New York
Skyline, View from
New Jersey.

1
|
|
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cover ""AI'PINI
-ON 29.XI11.38"
(Agrinion),
franked with
50py Historical
(instead proper
8dpy postage),
tied by violet
circular
YIIHPEZIA
MMPOZTAZIAZ
E®ONIKOY
NOMIEMA-
TOZ
ATPINIOY
(National
Currency
Protection
Service of
Agrinion) both
sides, with
inspeector's
manuscript
signature, via
"A@HNAI
30.X1.38"
(Athens), sent to
France.

Cover from ""ATPINTON 30.VIIL38" (Agrinion), franked with 58py, Historical (Panathenaic procession) -+
36py King George 11 + 2x50A Charity, Cover was opened and inspected, then sealed witha CONTROLE
DU CHANGE EAEI'XOX LYNAAAATMATOZX currency control tape, tied by red circular YII HPEZIA
[IPOXTAZIAY EONIKOY NOMIEMATOEX AT'PINIOY (National Currency Protection Service of
Agrinion), with inspector's manuscript initials in rose red, via "A@HNAI 31.VIIL.38'" (Athens), sent to
Lovain Belgium. ,




A

Cover from "NAYIIAKTOZX 9.MAI.1940'" (Nafpaktos), franked with 4X2dpy, Historical (Naval Battle of
Salamis). Cover was opened and inspected, then sealed witha CONTROLE DU CHANGE EAEI'’XOZ
TYNAAAATMATOZ currency control tape , tied by violet circular YITHPEZIA IPOXTAXIAY E@ONIKOY
NOMIEMATOZX NAYITAKTOY (National Currency Protection Service of Nafpaktos) both sides,

with inspector's manuscript signature in rose red, via ""A@HNAI 10.V.40" (Athens), sent to B.B.C. radio station,
London England. :
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Cover from "NAYITAKTOZX 20.0KT.40" (Nafpaktos), franked with a 83py, Balkan Entente II, tied with 4 (2
in front and 2 on reverse) black circular YIIHPEZIA ITPOXTAXIAX EONIKOY NOMIEZEMATOZX
NAYIAKTOY (National Currency Protection Service of Nafpaktos), with inspector's manuscript signature in
rose red, via "A®HNAI 22.X.40", sent to Dover U.S.A. '
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Registered cover from "MEZOAOI'TION 25.0KT.39" (Messolonghion), franked both sides with 2x50A + 38py, +
80py ( Balkan Games) and 48py, (Ionian Islands union) and 18py, Charity Queens. Written and signed by Post officer
of Messolonghi: "to be checked, contains stamps about 4005py, as the sender declares". On reverse cachets
"KENTP.TAX.A@HNQN - EAEI'XOXZ TPAMMATOXZHMOY.' (Main Athen's Post Office - Stamp Control)
and "TIEN" (National Currency Protection ) both signed by the examiner. Sent to San Jose, Costa Rica, via
"A@HNAI 27.0KT.39" (Athens), via "NEW YORK U.S.A.*FOREIGN *11.10.1939" scaled at arrival "'SAN
JOSE. C. R.*R. R. EXTERIOR*NOV.18.1939".

57-6
The Continental Bank & Trust Compa
of New York
i w2y 30 Broad Street,
ALT: E. G w{ b S
\ § T fphy New York, N. Y.
‘ ; - -.(d-fi"' AT - - ™ %— . %'-k‘- .
3 ~

Cover from "IIAATANOLZ NAYITAKTIAX 10. ZEIL 37." (Platanos of Nafpaktos), franked with a 88py
Stadium + a pair of 50X Charity, boxed with slogan " XI AIE@ONHEZ EKOELZH O@EZXAAONIKHE

* 15-26 TENITEMBPIOY 1937" (XI International Fair of Thessaloniki), with Control cachet "' YEE' (Exchange
Control Service), sent,to New York U.S.A. Exchange control was selective.




At 16 April 1924 the Greek Post issue a set of two values 80A and 28p. to commemorate the centenary of Lord
Byron's death. As known the English poet Lord Byron fight with Greeks against the Turkish at the independence '
war and died during Messolonghi's siege. At 19 April 1924 during the celebrations was used at Messolonghi
commemorative postmark. Visitors arrived from everywere of Europe, including diplomats, parliament members,
ministers, members of Royal families and the Greek Prime Minister.

Post card tying with
80) Lord Byron's
portrait, based to a
paint of English
painter Philips, from
the Greek painter
; T Nikolao Lytra. Sealed
j Zy with commerative ;
| Contt fffud o Mo s Yorrrsone postmark "MEZOA-
g el FAdge s gacdsea.. Y eana g OITION*19
ATIPIA. 1924
ol & Eei | ehs Ak . Gasen, / EKATONTAET-

2 e TBryes. HPIZ BYPQNOZ"
% J (Messolonghi /
.................... (£ o LSRN e R Centenary of Lord

'_ ; f Byron). Sent to Lyon
' S e il France. On reverse

picture of Lord !
. Byron's statue at
: an ' Messolonghi.

EMIZTONKON AEATAPION
Post card (4rte-Postale-Postkarte

Union Postale universelle

=

Post card tying

with 28p. Lord

Byron's e e —e—
welcoming at ' ENIZTOAIKON AEATAPION
Messolonghi 7-2- Post card - (ATt POSIAI8-Pogfh

1824, from a j Union Postale universellf 5 477pr,
1861 paint of Greek :
painter Vryzakis. ' £

Sealed with P! B s
commerative i?'

postmark

"MEZOAOITION* i

19 AIIPIA. 1924/ 1

EKATONTAETHPI :

¥ BYPQNOZ qf—-—-:?

(Messolonghi / -

Centenary of Lord - .;\ A
Byron). Sent °\>/ g
to London. On '
reverse picture !
of Marko Botsaris L _ _ T OET TR =
monument (Greek

Hero of

independence war).




.

MESSOLONGHI - SACRED CITY

When the Greek War of Independence broke out in spring 1821, Messolonghi was the first place in western

Greece to join the uprising. A siege started on 15 April 1825 by Turkish and Egyptian army. After a year of

relentless enemy attacks and facing starvation, the people of Messolonghi decided to leave the beleaguered city in
the ""Exodus" on the night of 10 April 1826. From the 10.500 people in Messolonghi very few managed to escape.
Most of them killed or became slaves. Due to the heroic stance of the population and the subsequent massacre of its |
inhabitants by the Turkish-Egyptian forces, the town of Messolonghi received at 1937 the honorary title of Hiera !
Polis (Sacred City).. ¥ i

" 5 o ——————— e —— . — e o

During the
celebrations was ,
used commera-
tive postmark ‘
"IEPA
HOAIC*MEC-
OAOITION*2 . £ ey
5 ATIPIAIOY .' %"{/l/ © A
1937" (Sacred i :
City . ) il /
Messolongion el f0 Vv 6 TOLL
25 April 1937). | /Z{O'q/ + o )2 '

. , =~

Coversentto. = | ’ () ( {
Athens, A’) LAAAAT? p 04NV AN FWV (e 4 W CQO.( ) 1&
tying with a '
38py University
of Athens + 50
Charity

issue overprints
on Landscape. \

,( 1,L/0L5

Commercial post
card postmarked
"MEXZOAOITI-
ON 24.10Y.26"
(Messolonghi)
sent to Patras,
tying with 3X25
Centenary of the
fall of
Messolonghi,
Marko's
Botsaris tomb
(Independense
war Hero),
boxed
EIZIIPAKTEO
N TEAOZ
APAX.. 10
AEIITA (postage
due).




After the withdrawal of the occupation forces (September — October 1944), in four regions of Greece, that is
Lesvos, Lefkada, Prevesa and Agrinion, the local authorities, the power of which was meanwhile taken

over by resistance groups, proceeded to the issue of overprinted stamps of local character, commemorative of the
liberation. At Agrinion moreover the post office was operating normally and postal articles bearing these
overprinted stamps faced no difficulty whatsoever for local destinations, the reaction of new goverment in

capital forbade them. Almost all of mails were plilatelics.

In Agrinio issued by E.A.M. (main Resistance organization), in accordance with an order by the municipal council
(member of the issue commission was the chairman of philatelic company of Agrinion). Two types of surharge
"EAAZ Aypivio 14-1X-1944"" (Hellas Agrinio) and ""E.A. Aypivio 14-1X-1944"" (E.A. Agrinio), on three values
of the 1944 Views stamps of the Occupation period. All stamps in blocks of four bear a safety mark on the reverse
side'"... THE EAAAAOX * AHMOZX ATI'PINIOY" [... of Greece * Municipality of Agrinio], i.e. the official
seal of the municipality after the removal of the crown from the Greek coat of arms and the word "BAZIAEION",
(Kingdom). These stamps issued at 7. Oct. 1944.

1944 Agrinio surcharge, complete set of 4 values, 5.000.0008py,/ 5.000 8py, + 5.000.0008py / 15.0005py, +
5.000.0008py / 25.0008py + 10.000.0008py / 25.0008py plus 500.0005py + 500.0008py, + 200.0005py, 1944
Landscapes, on philatelic cover ""TATPINION*13. NOEM. 44" (Agrinion), last known date of issue, sent
to "Mavarrdiwov'', (Panaitolion, village near to Agrinion).

~
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WW1 corner cover, franked with 10A + 5 ET plus 30 lithographic, sent from "NHEION (MEZZHNH)
* 10.NOE.17" (Nision Messinia, small town at south Peloponnese) to Messolonghi. Sealed with circular
"TPAG®EION AOT'OKPIZIAZ MEZOAOITIOY'" (Censure Office of Messolonghi) and censor tape
"EAAHNIKH AOI'OKPIZIA CENSURE HELLENIQUE'" + "T'' examiner's.

WW1 Letter card 10A uprated with 50 ET, from ""MEZOAOI'TION 17.0KT.18'" (Messolonghion),

sent to Piraeus, marked ""EAAHNIKH AOT'OKPIZIA 44" (Greek censorship), censor tape (missing)
"EAAHNIKH AOI'OKPIZIA CENSURE HELLENIQUE' + '"157" black, examiner's handstamp Not all
mails were censored. Censorship was selectived. : ‘




Cover, payed fee, from ""Kéto Basuuki Navraxtiag' (Kato Vasiliki, village of Nafpaktos), Dotted |
rural "180", via "NAYITAKTOZX 26. MAP. 41" (Nafpaktos), sent to 2nd Company, T.T. 461

(Albania) during to Greek — Italian war, postmarked at arrival "TAX. TOMEYZX 461 * 3. IV. 41". Censor
cachet in violet "AOTOKPIZIA NAYITAKTOY *4", (Censorship of Nafpaktos).

\--7.1.- -

Cover with contents, franked with 38py, King George II and 502 Charity stamp (Queens), tied with

dotted rural 166 and "@EPMON (TPIXQNIAOZX) 11. XIIL 40" (Thermon, central Aitoloakarnania), sent

to "ITEA 16. XIL. 40" (Itea, Phokis) via "NAYIIAKTOZX 14. XII. 40" (Nafpaktos). Censored with circular
purple with Coat of Arms '" YIIOAIOIKHEZIZ XQPO®YAAKHE @EPMOY BAZIAEION THZ EAAAAOL ",
(Gendarmerie Sub-Command of Thermon), signed by the examiner, on resealing tape. Written at Ilapgiov
(Pamfion, village of Thermo). l




Cover with letter enclosed, posted on 9.4.41 from the Red Cross Hospital at Agrinion (seated at tabacco's stores),
to Athens, with red cachet "EAAHN. EPY®OPOX ETAYPOZX * NOEOKOMEION EKEZTPATEIAZX" and
censorship cachet ""AOT'OKPIZIA AT'PINIOY* BAZIAEION THX EAAAAOL" (Hellenic Censorship of
Agrinion, with Coat of Arms), with circular cencor marking ''18"". '

AAE/\GJ("' TEIT ZQNH
EMITOPOI ;
KATOYNA-EHPOME_EO

—ea e .‘m :
Ladh

Zf/aﬁatfmm;zwﬂz

Postal card
stationery 26py,
(Historical, Naval
battle of Salamis),
franked with
additional S04
Charity stamp
(Queens), tied with
"KATOYNA 13.
IAN.41 (Katouna,
village at the
central Aitoloaka-
rnania), sent to
Iarpon (Patras).
Censor marking in
violet
"YITOAIOIKH-
ZIZ XQP/KHE
KATOYNAZ"

(Gendarmerie Sub |

-Command of
Katouna), with
Coat of Arms.

|
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Ilustrated letter card showing Madonna and Jesus Christ (used for commercial purposes) franked with a pair of
18py, King George 11 and additional 10A Historical (used to pay the charity fee), tied with "MEZOAOITION
11. MAP. 41" (Messolonghion) sent to Ilarpan (Patras). Censor marking in violet "EAAHNIKH
AOTOKPIZIA MEZOAOITIOY" (Hellenic Censorship of Mesolonghi), with Coat of Arms.

Illustrated letter card, payed fee, with slogan, showing civilians praying to Madonna for Greek's army victory,
(during the Greek — Italian war), written by a military, tied with "AZTAKOZX 9. ®EB. 41" (Astakos, port at
the west Aitoloakarnania), sent to Athens. Censor marking ""YIIOAIOIKHEIEZ XQP/KHE LTAOMOZ
AXTAKOY" (Gendarmerie Station of Astakos), with Coat of Arms and circular cancellation ""115".




Registered
commercial
cover franked
258py,
Historical
(Glory
of Psara),
/ ] cancelled
(. ' "ATPINION"
(Agrinion) to
. Athens. Italian
Dr.Vaelihier He censor tape
/ _ "Verificato per
Reprﬁsghj;&nt der‘.Firma Censura /
H.JF, & .Ph.?.‘Reemtam?—Hamburg EAOI'OKP-
{ IOH" +
J cachets "CO-
MANDO
_ £ O R B B DIVISIONE
| FANTERIA
Valaoritou I5 CASALE * XI
ARMATA"
both sides in
_ blue.
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Cover franked with 78py, Historical / Apostle Paul on Arios Pagos, cancelled "MEZOAOTTION 11. ®EB. 42"
(Messolonghi) with censorship tape with typewritten '"VERIFICATO PER CENSURA", sealed with Italian /
Greek violet boxed "VERIFICATO PER CENSURA /- EAOTOKPI®H - ",

sent to Athens. The enclosed letter is stamped with circular violet "COMANDO 110 FANTERIA CASALE *

VERIFICARO PER CENSURA * XI ARMATA".




In the morning of 22 April 1941, started Aitoloakarnania's occupation by axis forces, when

Germans (Division Leib Standart) came at the biggest city, Agrinio. At 17 May 1941 arrived to Agrinio
the Italian Division Casale 56. Aitoloakarnania was officially unter Italian military command till 8
September 1943 when Italy capitulated. : '

e .

DIVISIONE FANTERA*CASALE” (362)

1 Picture postcard
b} | DIVISIONE
T f | FANTERIA
L ": " 1? i 1I "CASALE"
‘) ol ,. £ | 1
. & ‘ f | (56), tying alSO
[ ° © g i o7 g ! cent, postma-
L= [ ~] \}‘* Euebina -\ rked POSTA
3 _ : MILITARE
L § %& v ?\mm“ | N.45 - 16.12.41,
e Y R¥: > |
> @ ! (based at
e - L "; Eﬂ ) A ..
® 13 grinio),
. ) O Moasalin tal | e
pr S 1§ 1 Torino Italy.
® 3 ,:‘é ,
: ' .';. /r:) -'\... A .'
o o e,
Similar

as upper, back side of
picture post card —
Map which

illustrate the march of
Casale Division from
Albania to the Greek
borders for
propaganda's reasons
during Greek —
Italian war 1940 —
1941.

[




POSTA MILITARE N. 45

During the period of Aitoloakarnania's military command by Italians, operated military post offices (Posta
militare) for Italian army. Some of them were at Aitoloakarnania for a few days because their units just
moving for other areas. Posta militare 45 operated only at Aitoloakarna-

nia for whole the period of Italians occupation and based at Agrinio from 17/5/1941 to 16/8/1943 and at
Messolonghi from 17/8/1943 till 8/9/1943 Italy's capitulation.

Postcard tying a 30¢
"POSTE
ITALIANE" on
picture postcard,
postmarked POSTA
MILITARE N4S -
19.5.41 (based at
Agrinio), sent to
Roma Italy. It was
written at 17.5.1941
(first day of Italian
army at
Aitoloakarnania)
from a soldier in a
unitmoving from
"Amflulosia"
(Amfilochia), port
north-west of
Aitoloakarnania)
towards

_ "Missolungi"
(Messolonghi).

Cover tying a
50c¢ postmarked
POSTA
MILITARE
N.45 - 5.6.41
(based at
Agrinio) to
Padova Italy.
The unit of

the Italian
soldier - sender
belongs to Posta
Militare 202
(back side of the |
cover .
P.M.202A) and
was moving to
-wards Nauplio
Pelloponisos.
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Postcard tying a 15 cent"POSTE ITALIANE"on picture postcard, examiner's framed "VERIFICATO CENSURA
4" red censor marking, postmarked POSTA MILITARE N.45 - 7.10.41, (based at Agrinio) sent to Bari Italy.

Ripr. vietsls

Cover PER VIA AEREA PAR AVION franked with a pair 50¢ '""POSTE ITALIANE" and red overprint
"ISOLE JONIE". These stamps were in circulation at the Ionian islands and is very rare to be

found stamped from other places. Probably the sender was before in unit at an Ionian island and bought
them. Censor tape VERIFICATO PER CENSURA, postmarked POSTA MILITARE N.45 - 13.5.42,
(based at Agrinio) sent to Mantova Italy. Circular postmark at arrival CENSURA DI GUERRA -

MANTOVA —N.22.

L




Ll

| POSTA MILITARE N.17

POSTA MILITARE N.17 operated from 30/5/1941 till 18/6/1941 at Messolonghi. A branch of i it remained
there until 8/7/1941. It was operated in Axtoloakarnama again at Agrinio from 16/8/1943 to 8/9/ 1943 when
Italy capiculated.

Cover PER VIA AEREA franked with a pair 50¢ "ITALIA POSTA AEREA", censor tape Verificato per
censura, circular seal COMMISIONE PROV. LE CENSURA 6 in violet, postmarked POSTA MILITARE
N.17 - 10.6.41 (based at Messolonghi), sent to Massa Marittima Italy. Arrival postmark MASSA i
MARITTIMA 16.6.41, sealed COMMISIONE PROV. DI CENSURA - 16 GIU 41. -

Postcard VIA
AEREA fra-
nked 50¢ -
ITALIA
POSTA
AEREA
overprinted
P.M, military
unit seal
COMANDO 3
COMPANIA,
postmarked
POSTA
MILITARE
N.17 - 18.8.43
(based at
Agrinio). Sent
to Ferrara
Italy.




POSTA MILITARE N. 202 BIS

POSTA MILTARE 202 BIS operated from 25/6/1941 till 20/3/1942 at Messolonghi. It.was replaced

by POSTA MILITARE 204. \

' PER VIA AEREA
PAR AVION

£S5

Cover franked 2x50c, sticked "PER VIA AEREA PAR AVION", postmarked UFFICIO POSTALE
MITARE N. 202 BIS - 6.12.41. Sent to Milano Italy. At the back side boxed "VISITATE LITALIA",

arrival postmark ""MILANO*ARMINI DISTRIBUZIONE *11.XI1.41"".

Cover
AEROPOSTA,
franked 2x50¢,
postmarked
UFFICIO
POSTALE
MILITARE N.
202 BIS -
21.2.42. Sent to
Milano Italy. |
Sender

from military
unit of POSTA
MILITARE 45.
Arrival postmark
"MILANO*
ARRIVI
DISTRIBUZI-
ONE*26.11.42".




POSTA MILITARE N. 204

POSTA MILITARE N.204 replaced POSTA-MILITARE 202 BIS and operated at
Messolonghi from 21/3/1942 till 8/9/1943 Italy's capitulation.

)

Cover PER VIA
AEREA PAR
AVION in green.
franked with a
pair 50¢,
postmarked
POSTA
MILITARE
N.204 - 7.5.42.
Sent to Milano
Italy. Sender
(letter 4 pages
included),

from military unit
of POSTA
MILITARE
N.45. Arrival
postmark MILA-
NO*ARRIVI
DISTRIBUZI-
ONE*13.V.42.

Cover PER VIA
AEREA PAR
AVION,

franked with a
pair 50c¢,
overprinted P.M,
sealed by the
examiner with a
sencor "'IL
CAPO CENTRO
DOCUMEN-
TALE" (both
sides).
Postmarked
POSTA
MILITARE
N.204 - 10.7.43.
Sent to Lauropoli
. Italy.




POSTA MILITARE N.62

POSTA MILITARE N.62, was for a'few days from 14/6/41 till the end of June '41 at the area of
Messsolonghi, moving towards Samos (Aegean island)..

Cover Via aerea,
franked with a pair
50¢, overprinted
P.M, censor tape
Verificato per
censura,
postmarked
POSTA -
MILITARE N. 62
-27.6.41, tied with
circular (126) in
blue. Sent to
Arenzano
(Genova) Italy.
Arrival post mark
ARENZANO*
GENOVA*5.7.41

i

\

Military postcard, postmarked POSTA MILITARE N.62 - 26.6.41, sent to Brugherio (Milano) Italy.




POSTA MILITARE N.121

POSTA MILITARE N.121 was moving from 29.6.41 till very first of July 1941 via Aitoloakarnania to
Crete. It is mentioned at the area of Aitoliko (town and port near to Messolonghi)

)

Cover franked with
‘three "POSTE
ITALIANE
SEGNATASSE"
total 50c, sealed '
at arrival PIANO
DAFI*CATANIA*
15.7.41, postmarked
POSTA '
MILITARE N.121
-2.7.41 (area
Aitoliko), sent to
Piano Dafi Catania
Italy. Sender from
unit of Posta
Militare 82P.
Arrival postmarked
(cover back-side)
'ACIREALE*CA- |
- TANIA*-15.7.41.

Military postcard, postmarked POSTA MILITARE N.121 - 3.7.41, sent to Palermo Italy. Sender from unit of
Posta Militare 82P. Sealed with circular (92). Arrival postmarked PALERMO*CENTRO*13-7-41.

r




. German ‘militaty forces took over officially the command of Aitoloakarnania from 9/9/1943, after Italy's
capitulation to 10/9/1944, when they began to retreat. The units of 104 Jiger (Hunter) Division, with about
10.000 soldiers started coming to Aitoloakarnania from the midle of July 1943. At first they camped in the area
of Machala (about 15km north of Agrinio and engaged in the pursuit of the guerrilas. The 104 Hunter
Division included Regiments 654, 724, 734 and the 104 Military Command unit. The 104 Hunter
Division was under Dresden's Germany Military Command. A
Feldpost (Field post) office based at Agrinio as FELDPOST 620. Only the official mails were sent registered.

All other personal Military mails, even officers, were sent as regular.

Cover with linear postmark Dienststelle Feldpostnummer 40056 (Department Fieldpostnumber, unit command
104 / 104 Hunter Division). Sent 31.7.43 to military command office of Meiben Germany.




Registered
(Einschrei-
ben) letter
FELDPO-
ST 620 —
05.8.43
from unit
fieldpost
number
42932 C (7
company,
Regiment
734, 104
Hunter.
Division —
area
Machala),
fo
Chemnitz
Germany
(arrival pos
tmark

CHEMNI-

TZ
18.8.43).

Registered
(Einschrei-
ben) letter
FELDPOST
620 —15.9.43
from unit

. fieldpost

number
41478 F (10
company,
Regiment
724,104
Hunter
Division —
area
Machala), to
Dresden
Germany.
(arrival
postmark
DRESDEN
N 15
27.9.43).




#

Franchise .
cover with
contents from
the German
Captain and
District Com -
mander at
Messolonghi,'
Hauptmann
Dr. A.Ritter,
F.P.N (Field
post number)
56278,
assigned to
1028 Feld -
Kdtr (Field
- Command
1028)
located at
Messolonghi,
postmarked
FELDPOST d
29.4.44 to
Nurnberg
Germany.

The enclosed 6-page letter, dated "Mes..., am 29 April 1944 Samstag", gives also interesting information:
The writer sends laurel leaves to his wife with instructions how to dry them up./ He cannot rest even for an
afternoon.People come by ferry from Patras and the Germans at Messolonghi take care of them as they have
no place to stay./ He cannot make parcels as no cardboard and string exist. His men were using the gunpowder
boxes left by the Italians. ’

Short letter Field
post
number 56278,
31.7.44, from the
same writer as
uper to his wife at
Nurnberg.
Because it's an
open type letter the
- German
Commander did
“not write anything
about war's |
problems. He just
describes the town
of Messolonghi
and the Greeks as
orrientals.




Parcel post for the belongings of injured German soldier sent to the hospital of Graz/Austria were he
was hospitalized. Insured value 500 Reichsmark. It was sent from his unit , 1 Company, assault tank
. Battalion 201, Fieldpost number 56115B, postmarked FELDPOST d 620 - 23.11.43. This unit acted against

Greek guerrillas at the area of Astakos.

Registered (Einschreiben) letter Fieldpost number L33092 — Agrinio Military Airport Unit. It was sent by
FELDPOST 480/19.3.44 (480 located at Athens) to Bad-Kissingen Germany. Postmaked at arrival BAD
KISSINGEN 22.3.44. '

A"




Einschreiben.

FELDPOST

Lﬂthrbe;i:ks-ﬁommun
[l esheim
€ing: 2 8. DEZ 1043

e L /;J/,L

Wehrbezirks—-Kommando

Hlildesheilin =

(b.Hannover)

I |
e oP

Registered letter postmarked FELDPOST d 620 — 09.12.43 from unit fieldpost number 57495

( Turkestan's transport platoon, Regiment 734/104 Hunter Division), sent to Wehrbezirks-

Kommando (Recruting Command Authority) at Hildesheim (b. Hannover) Germany. Arrival

postmark HILDESHEIM 1/ 25.12.43. Boxed postmark Wehrbezirks - Kommando ;
Hildesheim 28.Dez.1943. Turkestan's transport platoon consisted by Turkestans captives from Russia
war, who confessed to German army.

Turkestanische Tragtierkolonne 104 der Jég.Div.Nachsch.Tr. 104




Einschreiben. g

'FELDPOST

L[]!hthe*i--*.‘c ggmmaﬂ
r '\
Eing.: 2 92 1943%

An das b / N L

Wehrbezirk s—Kommando

[ :
Registered letter postmarked FELDPOST d 620 — 09.12.43 from unit fieldpost number 57495

( Turkestan's transport platoon, Regiment 734/104 Hunter Division), sent to Wehrbezirks-

Kommando (Recruting Command Authority) at Hildesheim (b. Hannover) Germany. Arrival

postmark HILDESHEIM 1/ 25.12.43. Boxed postmark Wehrbezirks - Kommando :
Hildesheim 28.Dez.1943. Turkestan's transport platoon consisted by Turkestans captives from Russia
war, who confessed to German army.

Turkestanische Tragtierkolonne 104 der Jég.Div.Nachsch.Tr. 104




Although Aitoloakarnania was till 8/September/1943 under Italian militarry command, there were also '
German forces acted against the Greek guerrillas. Letter Fieldpost Number 08292/2 Company assault tank
Battalion 201, sent 25. 111.42 to Germany. That period this unit acted against Greek guerrillas at the area of

Nafpaktos.

//;« - Pl
73

Cover (with 8 pages
enclosed letter)
postmaked
FELDPOST 05.7.44
to Germany. Written
by soldier, fieldpost
number 41893i
(Regiment 724 / 104
Hunter Division),
postmarked F.P.Nr
44576 D (Regiment
654 / 104 Hunter

‘Division). It was

unusual letter sent by
units of different

Regiments. Probably
that period they were

acted together.




MAIL OF ITALIANS UNDER THE GERMAN ARMY 1943 - 1944
After Italy's capitulation, Germans took officially the command of Aitoloakarnania. Italian soldiers ‘

surrendered to the Germans. Some of them tried to escape to Italy, a few joined with Greek guerrillas and the
‘most of them captured or joined to the German army (almost 2000 Italians fight by German's command).

Cover FELD
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Italian soldiers who denied, after Italy's capulation at 8.8.1943, to fight under German's command, were captured
and kept to prison camps. Such a prison camp operated at Messolonghi from February to July 1944. At this

prison camp transported Italian soldiers from Aitoloakarnania, Lefkada and south Eipiros.
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