15" t0 202 CENTURY:

POSTAL HISTORY OF THESSALONIKI
INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The city

Thessaloniki is a major Port of the Aegean Sea. It was founded 23 centuries ago, by Cassandros the son
of Antipatros, one of the Generals of Alexander the Great. Since then, Thessaloniki has always been an
important city of the Balkan Peninsula, the 2°? in importance city of the Eastern Roman empire, of the
Byzantine Empire, of the Ottoman empire, and today the 2°¢ in importance and size city of Greece.
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The Subject of the Collection

The collection shows the development of the Postal Services of Thessaloniki from the Dark Ages of the
Ottoman conquest in 15% Century to 1914, with the end of capitulations, the closing of the foreign post
offices and the establishment of the Greek rule.

Thessaloniki saw rapid growth during the 19% century, being the main port of entrance to the Balkan
Interior. With a multinational population of about 120.000 inhabitants during the last quarter of the
19t C., the city flourishes financially, and, with a progressive administration, it is at the forefront in the
struggle for social and constitutional reformations of the decaying Ottoman Empire.

The development of the city during the 19 century coincides with the huge growth of Human
Communication through transportation, commerce, correspondence, and mail. This fact, together with
the capitulations - the special legal status that allowed the operation of foreign post offices in various
cities of the Ottoman Empire -, makes the Postal History of Thessaloniki a very attractive subject for the
philatelist. Not less than 9 different post offices operated in Thessaloniki during the 2" half of the 19®
century and up to 1914. Consequently, the diversity and array of the philatelic material involved is great.

The Concept: treatment of the subject

The Postal History of Thessaloniki has been collected and presented in the past as a collection of the
individual post offices and their consecutive postmarks. In my opinion, this was a traditional treatment
of a Postal History subject. In the present collection, I have tried to show the important events,
moments, decisions, changes etc. of the operation of the Postal System of Thessaloniki, mostly in a
chronological order. Additionally, I have tried to show the development of the Postal Services in
connection to the actual History of the era, ie. the important events, the financial and commercial
growth, the social evolution etc.
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The Classification and Contents

In accordance with this concept, the collection is divided in the following Chapters:
THEBEGINNINGOFCOMMUNICATION
EARLY MAIL:18f CENTURY

THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s
THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
MARITIMEMAILOFMid 19" CENTURY
MODERNIZATIONOF THE CITY 1870—80
THEOTTOMANBANKRUPTCY OF 1876
1870-80s OFFICIAL CORRESPONDANCE
THE FOUNDING OF THE UPU1874
INTRODUCTIONOF POSTAL STATIONERY
1880ss ANEWGROWTHVFORTHECITY

1890s to 1914: THE MULTINATIONAL CITY
OTTOMAN POST OFFICE
BRANCHPOs OFTHEOTTOMANPOST
AUSTRIANPOSTOFFICE
FRENCH POST OFFICGE
RUSSIANPOST OFFICE
BRITISH POST OFFICE
ITALIANPOST OFFICE
1890to1914: MARITIME MAIL
1912-13: THEDAYS OF LIBERATION
AFTER IOI3: THESSALONIKIIS GREEK
THESSALONIKI:A RAILWAY CENTER
BULGARIAN + SERBIAN POST OFFICE
MAIL toorfrom UNCOMMON DESTINATIONS
ADVENTURES OF MAIL

The development of the Collection is mostly chronological, but some chapters (ie., Mail with
Uncommon Destinations) are treated as separate entities.

Ref.: Historical information (not directly philatelic) are printed in blue color, dates are printed in red,
certificates in green.



THEBEGINNINGOF COMMUNICATION

TWOIS™M CENTURY “CAPTAIN LETTERS”

Only 50 years after the final Ottoman conquest (1430) of Thessaloniki, the once Byzantine
stronghold in the Balkans began to communicate with the West again. The Ottoman Turks had
largely overrun the Eastern Byzantine Empire and expelled the Seljuk Turks by 1460. They
encouraged foreign merchants to settle and continue trading with the West from their ports.

At the same time, in the last quarter of the 15th century, solid Jewish populations settled in
Thessaloniki (mainly Ashkenazy from Northeastern Europe and Sephardim from Spain).

A 1482 Entire Letter from Thessaloniki to Venice
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THEBEGINNINGOF COMMUNICATION

Another 1482 Entire Letter from Thessaloniki to Venice
(the 2" one in this collection, out of three known to have survived)

These two letters are extremely early mailings, only 50 years after Thessaloniki fell to the Turks. Until, the
introduction of relatively regular postal services in early 18t" century, merchants had to rely on the services
of individual ship captains. Mailing was highly uncertain and often took several months.



EARLY MAIL:18 CENTURY
FEARLY LEVANT CAPTAIN LETTERS

Postal Services before the Establishment of Formal Post Offices

From the late 17** Century and mostly from the beginning of the 18 Century, before the establishment
of regular postal routes and services, the merchants had to rely, for their mail distribution from and to
Thessaloniki, on the services of individual captains.

The first that oftered such, highly uncertain, services were the Venetian or Genovese Captains.

The oldest known to exist “Venetian” letter from Thessaloniki
From the renowned Nicolo Caragiani correspondence
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Thessaloniki 1709 (Aug. 20): Folded letter via Livorno, to Venice.
The letter traveled by boat. It was disinfected by vinegar.

The letter is inscribed “CARICA DI LIVORNO? : Loaded for Livorno

Nicolo Caragiani (1659-1734, born in Jannina) was an active and successful Greek merchant renowned in the
trading circles of Venice. He was a member of the body “Capi di piazza”, he gained great wealth from trade
with the Levant, and he invested in the real estate market in the city of Venice.



EARLY MAIL:18 CENTURY
EARLY LEVANT LETTERS

Two more letters from the Caragiani correspondence

By Land (through Bosnia)
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Thessaloniki 1731 (Oct. 19): Folded letter via Bosna (Sarajevo), to Venice. Postal fee paid 32 Sols (on reverse)
The letter is inscribed “CARICA DI BOSNA? : Loaded for Sarajevo

By Captain Lattonich
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Thessaloniki 1732 (July 27): Folded letter by sea to Venice.

The letter is inscribed "Con Nave del Cap. Lattonich® and
CDLS: Che Dio Lui Salve (the God should protect him)



EARLY MAIL:NAPOLEONIC WARS
MAIL THROUGH KOSTANIZA

The Napoleonic French Postal Service of the Levant

When the Illyrian Provinces came under direct French Rule in 1809 (Peace Treaty of Schoenbrunn),
France had direct borders with the Ottoman Empire. The French wanted to establish their own route to
the Levant, because they did not want to trust their goods and mail to the Austrians who controlled the
Constantinople-Vienna route. They inaugurated their route in May 1, 1812. The mail came through France
and Italy to Kostaniza (Kostajnica - a small town in today’s Croatia) in Illyria. From there it was
distributed to the main Levant stations, including Thessaloniki.

The French Postal Service of the Levant did not last for long. After various Napoleons’ defeats, the French
Illyrian Provinces seized to exist, by Oct. 10, 1813.

Mail forwarded by Agent Mr. Rusconi at Kostaniza
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Thessaloniki 1813 (Mar. 1): Folded Letter posted from Thessaloniki, forwarded by Agent Mr. Rusconi at

Kostaniza — [llyria and from there via Milano, to Firenze, June 8 arrival.
Disinfection’s slits.
Postal Fee paid: Rated 8 Sols(?) to Kostaniza, paid in Thessaloniki by the sender, 7 Decimes paid at arrivalin Florence



EARLY MAIL:18" CENTURY
CONSULAR MAIL SERVICES

A fine usage of the Austrian consular mail services to France via Wien and Geneve during the revolutionary
wars between France and the rest of Europe showing that the mail system was not attected by the war.

Additionally, a letter to a very rare destination: the small port of AGDE in Languedoc.
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Thessaloniki 1794 (May 7): Folded letter via Wien and Geneve to Agde.
Straight-line postmark GENEVA (in antiqua)

Postal Fee paid- 1650ls(?) to Austrian mail system, paidin Thessaloniki by the sender, and 16
Sols paid at arrival in France

In the recipient’s note, the months are written with their revolutionary names,
Thermidor, Messidor (French Republican calendar)



EARLY MAIL:18 CENTURY
EARLY LEVANT LETTERS

By Forwarding Agent “Theodore David of Naples”
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Thessaloniki 1758 (Dec. 19): Folded letter via Naples to Marseille. The letter is disinfected by slitting and is bearing
faint red Napoli hand stamp and ‘3T’ (Tornese) charge. On reverse Forwarding Agent’s endorsement “Theodore David
of Naples.” The Letter was forwarded from Naples on Feb. 10, 1759, thus it took 2 months to reach its destination.

By Sea ? (no sign of captain, no sign of land route)
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Thessaloniki 1773 (May 14): Folded letter to Marseille. Disinfected by vinegar.

Both letters from the renowned Roux Freres correspondence
Roux Freres were Bankers and Brokers in Marseille who collaborated with the Levant merchants.



EARLY MAIL:18" CENTURY
THE AUSTRIAN CONSULAR MAIL SERVICE

From 1746 there was a, rather erratic, consular postal service on the land route between Constantinople and
Vienna, via Serres, Sofia and Semlin. Semlin (a suburb of Belgrade) was the sanitary station, in the border of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire with the Ottoman Empire, tor the mail coming from the Balkans.

In 1777, the Austrian Consulate of Thessaloniki started a postal service by linking Thessaloniki with this main
Austrian - Levant route. This Postal Service acquired legal substance under the signature of the commercial treaty
between Turkey and Austria in 1784.

A letter to France D’ AUSTRICHE

Thessaloniki 1780 (Jan. 24): Folded letter via Austria to Marseille, by the land route. Showing French
D’ AUSTRIGHE in black and manuscript 25 Sols due in front.

A letter to Italy by the consular mail service
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Thessaloniki 1794 (Jan. 24): Folded letter via Semlin and Milan, to Genova. The letter left Thessaloniki on
Feb. 9, 1794 (perhaps the mail was dispatched once or twice 2 month) and it was received in Genova after
almost 2 months, on March 21.

The letter is half-paid by the sender. There is one diagonal line on face and rate marking “8” on reverse

(half of the 16 Sols letter rate).

The letter is inscribed PCC: Pietro Cristich e Co



EARLY MAIL:ABILLOFLOADING

Thessaloniki, 1841 January 25: Receipt for a Cargo loaded to Trieste, % ‘%ﬁ/

carried by Goleta (Galleon) “ATHINA” of Captain Tripolitis.

The receipt was carried via the Austrian Mail services and it was '/C:?
disinfected in Semlin.
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ITHE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

AUSTRIAN POST OFFICE

The map of Samper (Wilhelm von Chabert) shows
Thessaloniki in 1832. Samper was appointed
Consul of Austria in 1833, the year in which the
Austrian Consular Post Office first opened. The
map shows the location of the Consulate, near the

“Kyverniou” stream.,

[n 1833, the postal service, that started around the
last quarter of the 18 century (via Serres and Sofia),
became the Austrian Consular Post Office.

1833 - The oldest letter with a postmark posted from Thessaloniki
The straight-line SALONICH postmark was introduced in the autumn of 1833.
[ know of two letters dated 1833, this one being the older (6 November).

Folded Letter posted from Thessaloniki, Nov. 6 1833, to Vienna. The letter traveled by land, via Serbia and was
disinfected in Semlin (19 Nov 1833).
Arrival Wien 27 November.
Postal Rate: 2 Pia (=8 Kr), manuscript on reverse, paid by the sender, 11 Kr charged in Austria.



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

AUSTRIAN POST OFFICE

Official letter from the GUBERNIUM of Trieste, capital of Litorale (Historic Austrian
province of Slovenia and Istria), to the Austrian Consulate in Thessaloniki.

The Austrian post office was housed

in the Austrian consulate, until the
1870s.
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Folded Letter posted from Trieste to Thessaloniki, Feb. 13 1836.




ITHE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

AUSTRIAN POST OFFICE

The Austrian Consular P.O. of Thessaloniki gets much better organized during the 1830s and
uses the 1st postmark used in Thessaloniki:

Straight-line SALONICH

Via Huningue

Thessaloniki 1838 (Sept. 15): Folded Letter posted, to Marseille. The letter traveled by land, via Austria and
Huningue Border Station in Alsace (transit postmark 23 Sept. 1838). Disinfection marking NETTO DI
FUORA ET DI DENTRO, on reverse.

Postal Rate: 3 Pia (=12Kr), manuscript on reverse, paid by the sender, 11 Kr charged in Austria and 20dec. charged in Marseille

Via Milan

, - - gt = A e | ' A . g
W il T . TR SRS P . e N e e, Ty Y s el . slameeiiite L swsenl

Thessaloniki 1838 (Mar. 7): Folded Letter posted to Genova. LT (Lettere Transito) in Milan, arrival 25
MARZO, in red, and disinfection marking SANITATIS SIGILLUM, on reverse.

Postal Rate: 3 Pid (=12 Kr), manuscript on reverse, paid by the sender, and 24Kr charged inItaly, paid by the receiver.



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

AUSTRIAN POST OFFICE

1840: Austrian P.O. is the only one serving destinations to the West

Thessaloniki 1840 (August): Folded Letter posted to Trieste, by the Austrian Post Oftice, arrival 9 Sept.
Disintection marking NETTO DI FUORA ET DI DENTRO, on reverse.

Postal Rate: 3 Pid pdid by the sender in Thessaloniki and 24 Kr charged in Trieste.



ITHE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

AUSTRIAN POST OFFICE
The change of postmark — 1845

The straight one-line postmark SALONICH, in SALCN E’C £

SAI_JOmGH use since 1833, was replaced by cursive postmark |
| ' SALONICH in 2 lines with date. 9. OCTOBRE.

June 29 1845

Thessaloniki 1845 (June 29): Folded Letter posted to Trieste.
Disinfection marking NETTO DI FUORA ET DI DENTRO, on reverse.

Postal Rate: 12Kr manuscript on reverse, paid by the sender, and 12Kr charged on front, paid by the receiver. Half paid letter.

QOct. 91845

Thessaloniki 1845 (Oct. 9): Folded Letter posted to Trieste.
Disinfection marking SANITATIS SIGILLUM, on reverse.

Postal Rate: 24Kr charged on front, paid by the receiver. Unprepaid letter



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

AUSTRIAN POST OFFICE

Date after month

The 2lined postmark SALONICH, in use tor 30 years, trom 1845 to 1875, usually has the date
placed before the month. I have seen a tew scarce cases (out of hundreds, perhaps thousands,
of letters with this common postmark), in which the date was placed after the month.

Thessaloniki 1850 (Oct. 18): Folded letter posted to Trieste, arrival Oct. 27.
Postal Rate: Paidin Trieste but no sign of Postal Rate.
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Thessaloniki 1846 (June 21): Folded wrapper of letter posted to Trieste, arrival July 4.
Postal Rate:12Kr charged in Trieste.



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

AUSTRIAN POST OFFICE

Handwritten date atfter month

[n a third rare case, the 2lined postmark SALONICH had been constructed without date, so the exact
date (10) had been added by handwriting. Again, in this case, the date was placed after the month.

Thessaloniki 1848 (March 10): Folded Letter posted to Marseille, France, by the Austrian Post Office.
The letter traveled by land, via Austria (T.A.) and Switzerland (Autriche Voie de Bale), arrival 8 April.
Disinfection marking NETTO DI FUORA ET DI DENTRO, on reverse.

Postal Rate: 60 Papaid by the sender in Thessaloniki, 13 Kr charged in Austria and 22 Dec charged in France

A cash paid letter to a Minister
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Thessaloniki 1851 (April 17): Folded Letter posted to the Minister of Commerce in Vienna, by the
Austrian Post Office. The letter was paid in cash in advance (“barfrankierter™), arrival 26 April.

Disinfection marking NETTO DI FUORA ET DI DENTRO, on reverse.
Again, the postmark shows the date placed after the month (one of the few rare cases).

Postal Rate:Paid in cash by the sender



OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

AUSTRIAN POST OFFICE

A 1851 letter to Lyon France by land, via Wien and Basel

Thessaloniki 1851 (Nov. 27): Folded Letter posted to Lyon, France, by the Austrian Post Oftfice.
The letter traveled by land, via Austria (T.A. Transit Austriaco, Wien 8 Dec.) and Switzerland (Uber Basel,
Par Autriche Voie de Bale) to Lyon. Disintection’s marking on reverse.

Postal Rate: 13 Kr charged in Austria and 18 Dec charged in France



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

FRENCH POST OFFICE

The Building of the French Post Office and Messageries
Maritimes on Thessaloniki’s seafront (late 19t century).

You can distinguish the initials M M on the forehead of the
building’s terrace. The building was destroyed by the great
tire of 1917.

The French P.O. of Thessaloniki opened otficially in June 1856. The service was taken over
by the “Messageries Imperial” and it was successtully organized. In 1866 there was a major
reorganization with an extensive network covering practically all the ports of Eastern
Mediterranean. From the summer ot 1856 till the 3lst of October 1914, the French Postal
Services never stopped to operate to and from Thessaloniki.

An early letter (1856) from the French P.O. of Thessaloniki.

Thessaloniki 1856 (Nov. 26): Entire letter to Marseille, via Dardanelles arrival Dec. 9.
Postal Rate: 10 Decimes for Single Weight Letter, charged in Marseille.



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

GREEK POST OFFICE

The Greek P.O. of Thessaloniki opened officially in December 1835.The mail was carried by horsemen
via Fourka or Taratsa (near Lamia) to Greece, twice a month. Up to 1845 the operation of this mail
service was vital for the Greek Postal services, because the Greek mail to Europe was delivered to the
Austrian Consular P.O. ot Thessaloniki to travel turther, via Semlin, to Europe. After 1845, Greek
Mail was also carried by ship (to Thessaloniki or elsewhere).

Postmark @ EZLZAAONIKH Double Circle without Date (button, type 1)

— ——— ——— -

Thessaloniki 1840 (August 3): Folded Letter posted to Syra Greece, showing boxed EAAAZ AIA AAMIAZ and
oval TAHPQMENON (Paid), via Lamia (Aug. 7), Athinai, Piraeus (Aug. 10), arrival Aug 12.
Postal Rate: Handwritten on reverse “70” and charged in front “10”: 40L. Thessaloniki to Taratsa (Greek-Turkish Border
nedr Lamia), Taratsa to Syros 40L. for Ist weight letter (to 7.5gr).

Regulations for postal rates:

A. If the sender had prepaid only for a part of the route, the fee was written on the back, while on the front was
written the fee corresponding to the unpaid part of the route and which was to be paid by the recipient. This
regulation applied for all Post Oftices.

B. Postal rate was calculated in lepta, but it was paid in Turkish currency, depending on the exchange rate of the
period.




ITHE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

GREEK POST OFFICE

During the 1840s, the Greek Postal Service changed the “button” type postmarks and introduced the larger
“laurel” type postmarks (type 2).

In the first letter (May 1847), the postmark of Thessaloniki is “button” type (very worn), while the
postmark of Syros is “laurel” type.

In the 27d [etter (and in the letter of the next page - October 1847), the postmark is “laurel” type.

Postmarks @ELEAAONIKH “button” type 1, and from June 25 1847, “laurel” type 2

0%

Thessaloniki 1847 (May 14): Folded Letter posted to Syra, showing boxed MEA, arrival May 18. Disinfection Slits.
Postal Rate: Handwritten on reverse “70 lepta”

And (exactly ) one year later

Thessaloniki 1848 (May 14): Folded Letter posted to Syra, showing boxed MNEA, arrival May 18. Disinfection Slits.
Postal Rate: Handwritten on reverse “70 lepta”.



ITHE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

GREEK POST OFFICE

The “laurel” type postmark was in use in Thessaloniki until May 2 1854 and from July 19 1856 until July
7 1858. During the interim period the Greek post ottice was closed, because of the Crimean War.

Greece played a peripheral role in the Crimean war. As an Orthodox nation, with considerable support in
Russia, Greece tried to expand north (and south in Crete), but the British and French occupied Piraeus from
April 1854 to February 1857, and effectively neutralized Greece.

A new double circle CDS ®@EZZAAONIKH (TOYPKIA), was introduced by June 1858 (Type 3).

Postmarks ®@ EZEAAONIKH type 2, and from mid-1858 @ ESEAAONIKH (TOYPKIA) type 3

Thessaloniki 1851 (Aug, ): Folded Letter posted to the General Director of the Greek Postal Service.
Postal Rate: Free (Official)

Thessaloniki 1859 (Dec. 16): Folded Letter posted to Syros Greece, showing boxed NEA, arrival Dec. 27.
Postal Rate: Handwritten on reverse “80”: 2nd Weight Letter to Syros —Thessaloniki-Syros 2x30L. + Greek Postal Service 2x101



ITHE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

GREEK POST OFFICE
FORWARDING AGENT in THESSALONIKI: NIKOLAOS DOUKAS
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CO, yours faithfully 29 Oct. 1847, THESSALONIKI”

“Through DOUKA NIKOLAOU &

Postmark ® EEEAAONIKH “laurel” type 2
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Serres via Thessaloniki 1847 (Oct. 22): Folded Letter posted via forwarding agent in Thessaloniki, to
Syros Greece, arrival Nov. 2.

Postal Rate: Handwritten onreverse “70” JIst Weight (to 7.5gr) Letter to Syros - Ist weight Thessaloniki-Syros 601
+ Greek Postal Service 101 = 701



ITHE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

FORWARDING AGENT in THESSALONIKI: B. G. PAPASOGILOU

Oval marking of the Agent with date
(not recorded by Kenneth Rowe)

Monastir (Vitolia) via Thessaloniki 1860 (May 28): Folded Letter posted via forwarding agent in
Thessaloniki, to Constantinople.
No sign of Postal Rate paid.

Most probably the letter was carried by the Tatar horsemen postal system.
(Itinerary Thessaloniki-Constantinople)



ITHE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

LLOYD AGENCY POST OFFICE
The LLOYD Agency Post Oftice 1853 - 1879

Osterreichischer Lloyd (Italian: Tloyd Austriaco, English: Austrian Lloyd) was the largest Austro-
Hungarian shipping company. It was founded in 1833. It was based at Trieste in the Austrian Littoral,
the main port of the Austrian halt of the Dual Monarchy.

They signed their first contract to carry mail to all their Ports of call in 1837. Soon they established Post
Offices in every major Mediterranean port where there were no official Consular Offices. Later they
signed another agreement which provided that they could carry mail from one port to the other,
regardless of whether a Consular Office existed. They were always careful not to compete with the
otficial Post Oftfices of Austria. The company played an important role to the operation of the Austrian
Postal services in the Levant.

The Lloyd Agency Post Office of Thessaloniki was not a very active one, most probably because the
Austrian Consular Post Office was very well organized and efficient.

Postmark AGENZIA DEL LLOYD AUSTRIACO Salonicco in oval

Thessaloniki 1856 (Apr. 11): Folded Letter posted to Syros Greece, arrival 12 April (the next day).
Postal Rare: 10 Kreuzer



ITHE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

OTTOMAN POST OFFICE

The tirst postmark of the Ottoman Post Office of Thessaloniki

Negative Postmark AN CANIB-I POSTA-I SELLANIK 1256
(Post oftice of Thessaloniki 1840)

[ print reproductions of the Arabic inscription
Ottoman postmarks, because, many times they
are diffienlt to distingnish

Thessaloniki 1840: Front of Folded Letter posted to Volos.

This postmark is usually found on Tatar forms.
On letter, it is very rare: I know of one more letter front and one complete letter (but with a faint strike

of the postmark) showing this postmark.




THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

OTTOMAN POST OFFICE

The Ottoman Post Otfice began to operate at 1840. The mail services provided were in
general unreliable and disorganized, especially in the first decades of its operation. Due to
its inetficiency, the Ottoman P.O. was handling mostly domestic mail.

Negative Postmark SELANIKTE KIRASI EDA OLUMNUSTUR
(Has been paid in Thessaloniki)

Folded Letter posted April 5 1848 from Thessaloniki to Constantinople.
Postal Rate:3 Pia for Weight 3 Dirhems (=9.92 gr) and 6x16 Route Hours
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Folded Letter posted August 4 1848 from Thessaloniki to Constantinople,
No sign of Postal Rate paid.

Two out of 4 known letter showing this Postmark, all of them of the same correspondence.



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

OTTOMAN POST OFFICE

Negative Postmmark AN CANIBI POSTAHANESI SEL ANIK
(Central post office Thessaloniki) 1860

Folded Letter posted Jan. 11 1860 from Thessaloniki, to the sub-consul of Russia in Siroz
(Serres), Jan. 13 arrival.

Postal Rate:20 Paras for Weight 3 Dirhems (=9.92 gr) and 16 Route Hourss

One of two letters, known to exist with this Postmark.



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

OTTOMAN POST OFFICE

The Tatar Post

During the first period of the Ottoman Post, specially chosen strong, healthy, honest and
trustworthy horsemen called Tatars (from Tataristan) accomplished the distribution of the mail.
The Tatar, upon the receipt of mail, described them on a form called TATAR BEYANAMELERL
The clerk of the Post Office weighed the letter, noted the postal rate fees, inscribed the date and
cancelled the torm with the negative postmark of the P.O. When the Tatar reached his
destination, he delivered the mail to the clerk of the local Post Office, who also stamped and
signed the form. The Tatar had to return the form to the originating Post Office.

Tatar Form
For mail from Thessaloniki to Jannina (1840)

Negative Postmark AN CANIB-I POSTA-I SELANIK 1256
Postmark TYPE 1 of Nicholas-Galinos
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Tatar Post Journal from Thessaloniki, cancelled with Negative Postmarks of
Thessaloniki and Jannina.



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES1830-50s
OTTOMAN POST OFFICE

The Tatar Post Itineraries
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For mail from Thessaloniki to Monastir (1842)

Negative Postmark AN CANIB-1 POSTA-I SELANIK 1258
Postmark TYPE 2 of Nicholas-Galinos
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Tatar Post Journal from Thessaloniki, cancelled with Negative Postmarks of
Thessaloniki and Monastir




THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

OTTOMAN POST OFFICE

Tatar Form
For mail from Thessaloniki to Larissa — Yenisehir Fener (1842)

Negative Postmark AN CANIB-1 POSTA-I SELANIK 1258
Postmark TYPE 2 of Nicholas-Galinos
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Tatar Post Journal from Thessaloniki, cancelled with Negative Postmarks of
Thessaloniki and Larissa



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

OTTOMAN POST OFFICE

Tatar Form
For mail from Serres to Thessaloniki (1842)

Negative Postmark AN CANIB-I POSTA-I SELANIK 1258
Postmark TYPE 2 of Nicholas-Galinos (in Blue)
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Tatar Post Journal from Serres to Thessaloniki, cancelled with Negative Postmarks of
Thessaloniki and Serres
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THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

OTTOMAN POST OFFICE

Tatar Form
For mail from Cavalla to Thessaloniki (1849)

Negative Postmark AN CANIB-I POSTA-I SEILANIK
Postmark TYPE 1 of Nicholas-Galinos
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Tatar Post Journal from Cavalla to Thessaloniki, cancelled with Negative Postmarks of
Thessaloniki and Cavalla.



THE OPENING OF POST OFFICES 1830-50s

OTTOMAN POST OFFICE

Tatar Form
For mail from Larissa to Thessaloniki (1842)

Negative Postmark AN CANIB-1 POSTA-I SELANIK 1258
Postmark TYPE 2 of Nicholas-Galinos
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Tatar Post Journal from Larissa to Thessaloniki, cancelled with Negative Postmarks of
Thessaloniki and Larissa.



THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
Austrian PO: SALONICH

During the 1830s and 1840s, the Austrian P.O. was the Dominant P.O. of the town, using mostly the
land route, via Serres, Sofia, Belgrade. In the 1850s, it lost its dominant position, in tavor of the French
P.O., mostly because of the ships of “Messageries Imperial”.

It was only the third post office in Thessaloniki to introduce the use of stamps.

The usage of Lombardo-Veneto stamps was authorized by the Austrian Postal Administration, on
September 15¢, 1863, initially only for the Alexandria Post Office.
In Thessaloniki, the use of Lombardo-Veneto stamps was only authorized from July 1864.

The Arms 1863 Perforated 14 issue had a very limited use in Thessaloniki, because, by autumn 1864, it
had been replaced by the Perforated 10.5 issue. Only the 2 Soldi perf. 14 stamps had been used for a
longer period (because the 2 Soldi pert. 10.5 stamp had been provided much later - if ever — I have never
seen one with a persuasive genuine postmark of Thessaloniki).

Postmark straight line SALONICH with date

The only, known to me letter, letter from Thessaloniki with a 10 Soldi Pert. 14 Franking
40%

Thessaloniki 1864(Nov. 10): Entire letter to Udine, franked with 10 Soldi Arms Perforated 14, tied by SALONICH,
via Wien 30 Nov., arrival Dec. 2.
Postal Rate: 40 Soldi: 20 So for the Levant + 15 So to Wien, Austria + 5 So local service Wien to Udine.



THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
Austrian PO: SALONICH

Postmark straight line SALONICH with date in 2 lines

A Registered Letter with an “Arms 1864 issue Perforated 10.5” Franking

Thessaloniki 1865 (Oct. 4): Registered entire [etter (Registration Number 23 in red) to Gradisca
(near Trieste), franked with 2x1550+3x550+10S0 Arms Perforated 10.5, tied by SALONICH, via Wien
Recommandiert (Oct. 12), arrival 14 Oct.

Postal Rate: 55 Soldi: 20 So for the Levant + 15 So to Wien, Austria + 10 So local service Wien to Trieste + 10 So for
registration.

Ing. Alberto Diena Certificate



THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
Austrian PO: SALONICH

Postmark straight line SALONICH with date in 2 lines
On “Arms 1864 issue Perforated 10.5” issue
Overland Mail via Wien

Thessaloniki 1865 (Oct. 27): Entire letter to Trieste, franked with 2x15 So+35 So Arms
Perforated 10.5, tied by SALONICH, via Wien, arrival 9 Nov.
Postal Rate: 35 Soldi: 20 So for the Levant + 15 So to Austria

Thessaloniki 1867 (Dec. 22): Entire letter to Livorno, franked with 2x10 So+3 So Arms
Perforated 10.5, tied by SALONICH, arrival 8 Jan. 1868.
Postal Rate: 25 Soldi: Thenew Postal Treaty of 1867 between Austria and Italy unified the postal rate to 15
Kreugzer, resulting in a Levant to Italy rate, for overland mail, of 25 Soldi.

Dr. Ferchenbauer Certificate



THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
French PO: SALONIQUE

The French P.O. was the first to introduce the use of stamps in Thessaloniki.

A very early (1858) letter with stamps, from Thessaloniki
The use of stamps by the French Post Office of Thessaloniki started by 1858 (although I know about
the existence of a letter dated 27 Dec. 1857), first of all post offices of the town.
Nevertheless, I have the opinion that, until 1860, the use of stamps was quite uncommon and elusive:
in 30 years of collecting, [ have only seen less than 10 letters franked with French Empire stamps dated
1858 or 1859, while I have seen hundreds of unfranked letters (with handwritten rates) of these dates.
The other Post Otfices, Austrian, Greek, Lloyds, and Ottoman introduced the use of stamps after 1861 .

Petites Chittres '4012' numerals (1858-62)
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Thessaloniki 1858 (July 6): Entire letter to Marseille, France, franked with 1862 Napoléon Impert. 40 c.
+ 10 c., tied by Petites Chiffres '4012', "SALONIQUE TURQUIE D’ EUROPE" cds, arrival July 14.

Postal Rate: 50c.Single rate from the Levant to France

And the earliest, known to me, use of an envelope from Thessaloniki
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Thessaloniki 1861(May 28): Small cover to St. Andrews in Scotland, franked with Napoléon impert.
3x40 c., tied by Petites Chitfres '4012', "SALONIQUE TURQUIE D’ EUROPE' cds, via Les Dardanelles,
Marseille, London, arrival June 8.

Postal Rate: 120c. rate for weight 7.5 to 10 g (1.5 single).




THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
French PO: SALONIQUE

From the late 1850s and during the 1860s, the French P.O. is the Dominant P.O. of the town, mostly
because of the ships of “Messageries Imperial”, which included Thessaloniki in their regular itineraries.

Petites Chitfres '4012' numerals (1859-62)
Used on French Imperforate “Napoleon Empire” stamps

Thessaloniki 1861(Oct. 1): Entire letter to Livorno, franked with Napoléon imperf. 2x40 c., tied by Petites
Chittres '4012', "SALONIQUE TURQUIE" cds, arrival Oct. 10.

Postal Rate: 80c.Single rate (<7.5g) to Italy.

October 1%, 1861 is the day of introduction of stamps in Greece (1* Day of Issue of Large Hermes Heads).
Stamps were already in use in Thessaloniki by then.

Thessaloniki 1862 (July 3): Entire letter to Milano, via Genova, franked with Napoléon impert. 80c. + 40c.,
tied by Petites Chiffres '4012', 'SALONIQUE TURQUIE" cds,, via Les Dardanelles, Genova, arrival July 17.
Postal Rate:120c.rate for weight 7.5 to 10 g (1.5 single) to Italy.




THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
French PO: SALONIQUE

RELATIVE IMPORTANCE OF THE OFFICE AND STAMPS USED
The importance of the Thessaloniki office is confirmed by the large number of stamps listed and

used. The Thessaloniki office is only exceeded by the POs of Alexandria and Constantinople.

The use of stamps starts by early 1858, first of all post offices of the town and two points can be
pointed out: On one hand, and compared to the other offices, it seems that the Salonika office was
the one that used the greatest number of 40c stamps from the imperforate issue (1858-1862).

On the other hand, one notes in Salonika a significant use of the 20 centimes of the later emissions
of the empire. In relation to the total stamps used in each office, Salonika used twice as much as 20
cents as the other four main offices.

Petites Chittres '4012' numerals (1858-62)

A Quintuple Weight letter from Thessaloniki
The largest known Multiple (strip of 5) of 40c Imp. Empire used on a letter from a French P.O. abroad.
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Thessaloniki 1861 (Dec. 31): Entire letter to Genova, France, franked with 1862 Napoléon impert.
10x40 c. (Strip of 5, strip of 3, pair)., tied by Petites Chitfres '4012', 'SALONIQUE TURQUIE " cds.
One stamp is obliterated Petites Chiffres 3708 (Dardanelles) because the stamp was on the back and
had escaped the 4012 obhliteration (i.e. transit of Jan. 2, 1862)

Postal Rate: 400c.=4 Fr.QUINTUPLE rateto Italy

WEIGHT SCALE of Uniform French rate

For packet rate + French, Sardinian, and Greek internal taritfs

Weight Rate
Oto<75¢g Single rate
/5to<«10g x1.5
0to<15g X2
15to<20g x5

20to<25¢g X3 and so on



THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS

French PO: SALONIQUE

Gros Chiftres '5095' numerals (1862-76)
Used, for a few months on French Impertorate “Napoleon Empire” stamps (withdrawn by

autumn 1862) - RARE THUS - and, from 1863 on similar pertorated stamps.

Franked with Imperforate Empire

Thessaloniki 1862 (Oct. 28): Entire letter to Constantinople, franked with Napoléon
Impert. 20 c.+ pair 40 c., tied by Gros Chitfres '5095', "SALONIQUE TURQUIE I’ EUROPE"
cds, arrival Nov. 1.

Postal Rate: 100c. Double rate between Ottoman Empire Ports.

A triple weight letter with a strip of 6 40c

Thessaloniki 1863 (Oct. 20): Entire letter to Pisa, franked with 1862 Napoléon perf. Strip of
6x40 c., tied by Gros Chiffres '5095', 'SALONIQUE TURQUIE I EUROPE"' cds, , via Les
Dardane]les Livorno, arrival Oct. 29.

Postal Rate: 240c. Triple rate (morethan20g) from the Levant to Italy




THE INTRODUCTION OF
French PO: SALONIQUE

STAMPS

Circular Date stamp SALONIQUE TURQ. D’ EUROPE

(Provided by spring 1862, together with the replacement of P.C.4012 by G.C.5095)

Unprepaid letter to Greece, with dispatch postmark SALONIQU

= TURQ. D’ EUROP:!

franked with Large Hermes Heads on arrival to pay the Postage Due.

Thessaloniki 1862 (May 13): Large part of entire [etter (front plus large part back) to
Syros, via Les Dardanelles (transit May 13), arrival May 16, franked on arrival with 40l. +
101. both of them Provisional 1st Athens Printing, cancelled dotted 67 of Syros.

Postal Rate: 50L. Single Weight Foreign Letter (30L. Transportation Fee, via the French Ship to Piracus

and 201.. Domestic Distribution Fee).

|11



THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
French PO: SALONIQUE

A téte-béche pair in a vertical strip of 4 of
the 20c 1862-71 Perforated “Empire” Issue
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The strip comes from the second printing of the 1862-71 Pertorated
“Empire” Issue of 1863-64, employing six new plates, the second of which
contained a reversed cliché at position 20. So, the strip of 4 includes

positions 20, 30, 40, 50.
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Thessaloniki 1865 (Sept 25): Entire letter to Milano, franked with 1862 Napoléon perf. 20 c. in a right marginal vertical
strip of four including a téte-béche pair, tied by Gros Chiffres '5095' numerals in black, "SALONIQUE TURQUIE® cds
and framed PD in black alongside, reverse with Les Dardanelles Turquie (Sept 29) and Napoli transit (Oct 12) cds's, as

well as Milano arrival cds's.

Postal Rate: 80c. From 1861 to 1863, the single rate from the Levant to Italy was 80 centimes for 7.5 gr. each.

Signed Miro, Enzo Diena and Calves; certificate Roumet



THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS

French PO: SALONIQUE
A well-organized Post Office

Two letters to ditterent destinations, both posted on September 26, 1865 and arrived on October 11!

The Sender of the letter was
ALFRED ABBOTT, brother of
the French Consul, who was
assassinated in 1876 by the
Muslim mob. The “Consuls’
Massacre” is 2 major incident

of the history of Thessaloniki
in the 19t century.

Thessaloniki 1865 (Sept. 26): Entire letter to Avignon, France, franked with 1862 Napoléon perf. 20 c.+40 c +4x10c,,

tied by Gros Chiffres '3095', 'SALONIQUE TURQUIE I’ EUROPE' cds, arrival Oct. 11.
Postal Rate: 100c. Double rate (<15g) from the Levant to France

The Sender of the letter were
FRATELLI SAIAS. The
SAIAS Spinning Factory was
dominant in Thessaloniki’s
seafront, during the 274 half
of 19t century.

Thessaloniki 1865 (Sept. 26): Entire letter to Lyon, France, franked with 1862 Napoléon perf. 40 c. + 10 c., tied by Gros

Chiffres '5095', "SALONIQUE TURQUIE I’ EUROPE" cds, arrival Oct. 11.
Postal Rate: 50c. Single rate from the Levant to France




THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
French PO: SALONIQUE

Postmark *ITALIE - 1 - SALONIQUE"

Entry datestamp, including the indication of a "Ist step’ (many entry postmarks in France included
steps: 1, 2, 3 and more, as one penetrated turther into the interior ot the country). In practice, it
appears that this CDS was always used on covers destined for Italy in association with the

cancellation of the stamps by the G.C. 5095, the known dates ranging from July 1865 to June 1870.
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5005, " ITALIE -1 - SALONIQUE ' cds, via Genova, Firenze, arrival Dec. 14.
Postal Rate: 120c. Double rate (<15g) to Italy, after 1866
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Thessaloniki 1869 (April 21): Entire letter to Torino, franked with Napoléon Laure strip of 3x20 c.,
tied by G.C. 5095, * ITALIE - 1 - SALONIQUE * cds, via Messina, arrival April 28.
Postal Rate: 60c. Single rate (<7.5g) to Italy, after 1866.




THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
FORWARDING AGENT in THESSALONIKI: GIOVANNIDI TAVOLARI

Oval marking of the Agent

Cavalla via Thessaloniki 1864 (April 26):
Folded Letter posted via forwarding agent in Thessaloniki, to Genova.

The letter was forwarded to Thessaloniki by the Agent.
In Thessaloniki it was shipped by the French p.o.

Postal Rate:80c to France.



THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
Greek PO: OEZXAAONIKH

The Greek Post Ottice of Thessaloniki was relying mostly on the active Greek population ot the town,
but its operation was in a large degree affected by the unstable relations between Greece and Turkey.
Between 1866 and 1869, it seized operations because of the Greek support to the Cretan Revolution.

Postmarks “98 in lozenge of dots” and ®EZLAAONIKH (TOYPKIA)
Used on Large Hermes Heads of Greece

Thessaloniki 1862 (Aug. 30): Entire letter via the port of Piracus to Athens, franked with 2 x
201 + 2 x 51. all of them Provisional Ist Athens Printing, showing boxed IIEA, arrival Sept. 10.
[1IEA (IIAHPOQMENON EIIIETOAIKO AIKAIQMA): Fee for transportation paid

Postal Rate: 501 Single Weight Foreign Letter

The Greek Post office was using the Julian Calendar for the dated postmarks, while the Austrian
and French Post offices were using the Gregorian Calendar (minus 12 days)




THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
Greek PO: OEZXAAONIKH

Postmarks “98 in lozenge of dots” and ®EZLAAONIKH (TOYPKIA)
Used on Large Hermes Heads of Greece

On Pair 201. 1872 Printing

Thessaloniki 1863 (Apr. 21): Entire letter to Argos Greece, franked with pair 201 1862 early
Consecutive Athens Printing plus 101. Provisional Athens Printing, arrival Apr. 25.

Postal Rate: 50L. Single Weight Foreign Letter



THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS
LILOYD Agency PO: SALONICHIO

Postmark LLOYD AGENZIE SALONICHIO

On 2x3 So Coarse Whiskers, Postmark in Blue

A Double Weight Letter to Constantinople
On “Arms 1864 issue Pertorated 10.5” issue

Thessaloniki 186.. (June 19): Entire letter to Constantinople, franked with 1550+350 Arms
Perforated 10.5, arrival June 26.
The only recorded, so far, Double Weight Letter of the (rather inactive) Lloyd Agency of
Thessaloniki.
Postal Rate: 20 So Double Weight 1etter between Ottoman Empire Levant Ports : after the Levant rate

unification in 1866, only 10 Soldi had to be paid to the Lloyd.



THE INTRODUCTION OF STAMPS

Ottoman PO: SELANIK

During the 1870s, the Ottoman P.O. gradually improves its credibility and organization, although it is not yet
trusted for commercial international correspondence, but mostly for domestic and ofticial mail.

The first stamps used by the Ottoman P.O. of Thessaloniki, are the Duloz Issues of Turkey.

Double Circle (small) Postmark SEI. ANIK (12)81 (late 1860s to 1876)

In Black and in Blue @
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Thessaloniki 1874 (Feb.?): Entire letter to Constantinople, franked with 1Pia Duloz 1874 printing, to Constantinople.

On arrival, it was additionally franked with 1 Pia Postage Due, overprinted “Schehir” of the City Post for Local Delivery
and cancelled Galata Feb 23.

Postal Rate: 1 Piafor Domestic Single Weight Letter plus 1 Pia for Local Delivery into Constantinople.

0%

Thessaloniki 1875 (Nov.?): Entire letter to Constantinople, {franked with 1 Pia Duloz 1875 printing, to

Constantinople. On arrival, it was additionally franked with 1 Pia, overprinted “Schehir” of the City Post for Local
Delivery and cancelled Galata Nov. 11.

Postal Rate: 1 Piafor Domestic Single Weight Letter plus 1 Pia for Local Delivery into Constantinople.



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19 CENTURY

Les Quais et le Débarcadi-e
The maritime companies [loyd’s, Messageries Maritimes, ROPHT, Khedivial from Egypt and other
smaller ones, were, during 1840s to 1870s, the main forwarders of postal communication.

The Dardanelles were the central point where correspondence arrived, and letters were forwarded to
their destination.

Postmark YITEPOAAAZXZXIA of the Greek Postal Service
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Thessaloniki 1848 (July 9): Entire letter to Syros, handled to “Captain S...", then forwarded by
the Captain to the Greek Postal Service and sent to Syros Greece, arrival July 17.
Postal Rate: 101. charged (infront) for the Greek Postal Service.
No compensation for the Captain is shown on the letter.



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

French correspondence before the official opening of the French Post Office through
Dardanelles or Gallipoli.

From the late 1830s, the French Post Otfice - “Administration de Postes” - organized the Levant
Maritime Postal Service, with ships going to and from Marseilles and the major ports of the East.

Correspondence was usually sent through the Dardanelles. In the last months betore the official
opening of the French Post, in June 1856, French correspondence from Thessaloniki was forwarded
via Gallipoli. The service was taken over by the “Messageries Imperial” and it was successtully
organized.

Messageries Maritimes
In 1835 the French Government created a state-owned steamship service between Marseilles and the
Levant. This continued until 1851 when it was transterred to the management of Messageries Nationales
(the state operated road and shipping communication activities). The shipping part of the business was
split from the road activities in 1852 under the name Compagnie des Services Maritimes des Messageries
Nationales. With the return of the French monarchy in 1853 this became Compagnie des Services
Maritimes Imperiales and the company expanded dramatically over the next few years and by 1857
owned 57 ships. After the Franco-Prussian War and the abolition of the monarchy in 1871, the company
became Compagnie des Messageries Maritimes, usually shortened to MM.

Thessaloniki 1853 (April 1): Entire letter via Dardanelles to Marseille, arrival Apr. 16.
Postal Rate: 10 Dec for Single Weight Letter charged in Mar seille.



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Forwarding Agents in Dardanelles and Gallipoli

Forwardlng Agent in Dardane]les Xanthop ouhdls
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Thessaloniki 1855 (Aug. 9): Entire letter via Dardanelles to Syros, arrival 31 July (Aug. 11).
Postal Rate: 401 for Single Weight Letter charged in Syros.

Forwarding Agent in Gallipoli: Bertolini

Thessaloniki 1856 (Feb. 12): Entire letter via Dardanelles to Marseille, arrival Feb.19.
Postal Rate: 20 Dec for Double Weight Letter chargedin Marseille.



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Steamships of French Postal Administration

During this period, the ships of of Messageries Maritimes were accepting postage on board, and they
were using as canceller, CDS with the name of the ship.

List of ships of Messageries Maritimes known to have serviced Thessaloniki during the 1850-70s

NAME BUILT TONS

Lycurgue 1836 | 1857 scrapped. 688

Pericles 1852 | 1871 scrapped. 465

Carmel 1854 | 1858 on River Plate - Rio feeder service, 1876 scrapped. 032

Euphrate (1) 1854 | ex- Menura, built for Australian Pacific Mail, 1854 purchased renamed 1,643
Euphrate, 1887 scrapped.

Gange (1) 1854 | ex- Black Swan, built for Australian Pacific Mail, 1854 purchased 1,483
renamed Gange, 1887 scrapped.

Caire 1843 [ 1866 scrapped. 806

Vatican 1854 | 1873 scrapped. 466

Tamise (1) 1854 | 1880 scrapped. 717

Indus (1) 1854 | ex- Dinornis, built for Australian Pacific Mail, 1854 purchased renamed 1,643
Indus. 1884 scrapped.

Ville de Bordeaux 1855 [ purchased from Caussac & Vautier, 1855 rammed, sunk Piraeus harbour. 250

Ville de Marseille 1836 | Ex Marseille unknown

Mail ot Ship PERICLES

Pericles was on station at Piraeus and serving Greek Ports

from July 1852 to May 1853.

Thessaloniki 1852 (Aug. 14): Entire letter to Marseille, arrival Aug. 26.
This is the Earliest Recorded Date of Use of the Pericles CDS.

Postal Rate: 10 Decimes for Single Weight Letter charged in Marseille.



ARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Steamships of French Postal Administration

Mail of Ship LYCURGUE
Lycurgue was assigned to Piraeus and serving Greek Ports from April 1853 to April 1854.

Thessaloniki 1853 (Aug. 13): Entire letter to Marseille, arrival Aug. 26.
Postal Rate: 10 Decimes for Single Weight Letter charged in Marseille.

Mail of Ship VILLE DE MARSEILLE

Thessaloniki 1855 (Jan. 31): Entire letter to Marseille, arrival Feb. 10.
This is the Earliest Recorded Date of Use of the Ville de Marseille CDS.

Postal Rate: 10 Decimes for Single Weight Letter charged in Marseille.



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Mail of Ship CARMEL

Thessaloniki 1857 (Oct. 27): Entire letter via Dardanelles to Marseille, arrival Nov. 9.
Postal Rate: 20 Decimes for Double Weight Letter, charged in Marseille.



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Steamships of French Postal Administration

Mail of Ship GANGE

Thessaloniki 1858 (Feb. 5): Entire letter to Marseille, arrival Feb. 10
Postal Rate: 10 Decimes for Single Weight Letter charged in Marseille.

Mail of Ship EUPHRATE

Thessaloniki 1857 (Mar. 18): Entire letter to Marseille, arrival Mar. 31.
Postal Rate: 10 Decimes for Single Weight Letter charged in Marseille.



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Steamships of French Postal Administration

Mail of Ship INDUS
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" Thessaloniki 1858 (May 23): Entire letter to Marseille, arrival Ar.S.
Postmark in bleu.
Postal Rate: 20 Decimes for Double Weight Letter, charged in Marseille

Mail of Ship CAIRE

—

Thessaloniki 1865 (Jan. 25): Entire letter to Lyon, via Les Dardanelles, arrival Feb. 1.
Postal Rate: 10 Decimes for Single Weight Letter, charged in Marseille



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Mail carried by the so-called Thessaly and Levant line.

Betore 1874 the service was operated by Steamships of French Postal Administration.
Postmark Anchor

Mail of Ship VATICAN

Thessaloniki 1866 (Jan. 23): Entire letter to Constantinople,
franked with Napoléon 40 c., arrival Jan. 25.

Postal Rate: 40 Cent for Single Weight Letter to Constantinople.

Mail of Ship TAMISE

Thessaloniki 1866 (Sept. 4): Entire letter to Lyon, franked with Napoléon 20 c pair,
via Les Dardanelles, arrival Sept. 13.

Postal Rate: 40 Cent for Single Weight Letter to France.



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Forwarding Agent in Athens: Papanikolakis

ein Detail 100%

Thessaloniki 1859 (June 2): Entire letter to Syros, forwarded via Athens, arrival June 7.
Postal Rate: 601. 2" weight (over 7.5 gr) Thessaloniki to Syros 2x301.

+ " weight (less than 10 gr) Greek Postal Service 10L.
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Thessaloniki 1865 (July 25): Entire letter to Lyon, via Les Dardanelles, arrival Aug. 2.
Without ship’s CDS, date stamp SALONIQUE TURQUIE.

Postal Rate: 10 Decimes for Single Weight Letter, charged in Marseille




MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Mail carried by the so-called Thessaly line,
from Istanbul to Stylida, via Thessaloniki, Carizza (port of Larisa), Volos.
After 1874, the service was operated by Compagnie Fraissinet.

Compagnie Fraissinet was founded in January 1836 in Marseilles by Marc Fraissinet, the son of a Protestant
merchant from Languedoc. Fraissinet extended his lines to Naples and Levant, increased the capital of the
company and purchased six new ships in 1865. In 1870, Fraissinet owned 20 vessels, operating scheduled lines
to Bombay, Malta, Port Said, Constantinople, Italy, Corsica. Due to the Franco-Prussian war, most services
were postponed, and several ships were sold. Fraissinet resurfaced in 1874 as Nouvelle Société Maritime de
Navigation 4 Vapeur (Compagnie Fraissinet). The company was granted the postal service to Corsica by
the French government, while the existing Levant and Thessaly lines were extended to Palestine and Odessa.

Postmark “MER. MEDIT. CONSTANTINOPLE” (used on this service)

Thessaloniki 1877 (Mar. 7): Entire letter to Constantinople, franked 30c Sage.
Postal Rare: 30c. UPU single rate

&
Thessaloniki 1879 (Dec. 7): Entire letter to onstantinople, franked 30c Sage, arrival Dec. 13.
Postal Rate: 25c. Reduced UPU singlerate.

T



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Thessaloniki to Mytilene: Forwarding Agent XANTHOPOULIDIS in Dardanelles

By the Egyptian Post Otftice: Postmark
POSTE EGIZIANE DARDANEILLI

Thessaloniki 1876 (Aug. 29): Entire Letter via Les Dardanelles to Mytilene, arrival 14 Sept (minus 11).
Postal Rate: Charged by Xanthopoulidis 3 Piastres (It is a heavy letter >20gr).

By the Austrian Post Office: Postmark
IN DEN DARDANELILEN

+ Austrian Tax Marking “T’

detail

Thessaloniki 1876 (Sep. 1): Entire Letter (of the same correspondence, 3 days later) via Les Dardanelles to Mytilene.

The Letter (in text) refers to difficulties in direct correspondence between Thessaloniki and Mytilene (“direct letters
not accepted”), although both were ports of the Ottoman Empire at that era.

Postal Rate: Charged by Xanthopoulidis 20 Para and taxed in Dardanelles for 10 So (?).

Although we are in 1876, both letters are NOT treated as UPU Letters.



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Mail carried by steamships of the Austro — Hungarian Lloyd

Postmark VIA DI MARE (1)

Thessaloniki 1863 (Dec. 9): Entire letter to Genova, arrival Feb. 17.

Postal Rate: 8 +2 So for Single Weight Levante Letter Rate to Ttaly.
The Letter was wrongly cancelled on arrival with VIA DI MARE (1), as if it was coming from Italy.

Postmark LETTERE ARRIVATE COL VAPORE DAL LEVANTE
placed in Trieste
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Thessaloniki 1874 (Feb. 6): Entire letter to Trieste, franked with 3x5 So (strip of 3).
Postal Rate: 15 So for Single Weight Letter Levant rate to Austro-Hungarian Empire.




MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

[oad carried by steamship of the Austro - Hungarian Lloyd

The seal of the Lloyd Austro-Ungarico agency in Thessaloniki

Thessaloniki 1881 (Nov. 7): Debit note for the dispatch of two bundles of hides and bristles to Volos,
showing the Lloyd Agency seal.




Donau-Dampfischittahrts-Gesellschatt (First Danube Steamboat Shipping Company)
The D.D.S.G. Postal Agency ot Thessaloniki.

A shipping agency of DDSG was opened at Thessaloniki in 1839. It began to accept letters from March 6th,
1839. when the s/s MARIA DOROTHEA started to link Thessaloniki with Dardanelles and from there with
the main DDSG Constantinople to Smirne line.

This service ended in 1845 when the DDSG withdrew from the Levant and its services were transferred to
the Austrian Lloyd Agencies.

No postmarks of the Thessaloniki agency have been recorded up to now. I know of one letter (and I have
heard about a2 2nd one), bearing the marking of the ship MARIA DOROTHEA, servicing Thessaloniki.
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May 25, 1844 Original newspaper of that era, advertising the services and the itineraries of DDSG,
including SALONICH



MARITIME MAIL OF Mid 19" CENTURY

Mail carried by steamships of French Postal Administration.

Linear postmark “coi Postali Francesr”
placed upon entry in Naples.

This postmark was used in Naples, usually to cancel letters from ports, serviced by the French ships but
without an ofticial post oftice, for example VOLOS.

A cover from Thessaloniki given directly to the vessel - the stamps were cancelled in Naples.

Thessaloniki 1876 (July): Envelope to Civita Vecchia, endorsed *via Napoli®, bearing
Céres 5 c. green and 25 c. blue type Il, transit Napoli and arrival July 7, 1876.

Postal Rate: 30c Single Weight Letter UPU rate.

Another cover from Thessaloniki - the stamps were properly cancelled 5095.
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Thessaloniki 1873 (July 8): Cover of folded letter to Genova, bearing Céres 30 c,,
transit Napoli July 14 and arrival Genova July 16, 1873.
Postal Rate: 60c Single Weight Letter to Italy (pre UPU).



MODERNIZATIONOFTHECITY 1870-80

The unique surviving photograph of the

sea walls of Thessaloniki,

by the Armenian brothers Abdul-Lah, taken
from the White Tower around 1866 [ Hungarian
National Archives]|. The city is still enclosed
within its walls. After the signing of Hat-i
Humayun, who allowed the construction
outside the walls of the cities of the empire,
Thessaloniki will demolish its sea walls and will
extend to the west and, mainly, to the east
(district of Exochon).

The progressive local Administration decides to
demolish the seaside city walls in 1869. The
demolition of the walls will begin in December
1869 and will be completed by the late 1870s.

This was a huge improvement for the cleaning and opening of the city to the sea and the creation of its modernized
seafront

A Letter sent on September 22, 1877, from an American Traveler from Thessaloniki to his aunt in
Bristol, Maine, USA. The letter describes the city, under Ottoman Rule - in black?.
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“Here I am in the Ancient THESSALONIKA, of which the Bible speaks, the place from which St. Paul sailed when he was
cast away, and a strange place it is. The City is walled in and it is the dirtiest place I ever saw. The inhabitants are Jews,
Greeks & Turks. I counted 27 Mosques today. They are tall pillars, like light houses, and are from 73 to 150 feet high and
around the top there is a circle of lights.... And the Priests go up there and call on all the believers in Mohammed to come and
pray, and of all the dismal noises I ever heard, it is the worst. I have not seen but one man here that speaks English, and I can
hardly understand him. The city is said to be 2000 years old, and I should think it was, if filth, dirt... is a sign of age. I wish
you could see how things look here and see how the men dress. The Turks wear skirts like women, ....”



MODERNIZATIONOFTHECITY 1870-80

AUSTRIAN PO: SALONICH

The 1870s is a decade of steady growth for the town. As a result of the demolishment of the seaside city
walls, the town cleans up and it is developed into a major commercial port for the interior of the Balkans.

The ships of the Austrian Lloyd start to include Thessaloniki in their regular itineraries. The mail
handled by the Austrian P.O. does not any longer travel by land, via Semlin, because of the creation of the

new Serbian State. The Austrian P.O. competes again for the leading position in the handling of the
town’s correspondence.

Thessaloniki 1871 (June 27): Entire letter to Ragusa (Dubrovnik), Dalmatia, franked with 15 Soldi (Coarse
Whiskers) tied by SALONICH, via Wien, Zara, arrival July 14.

Postal Rate: 1550 rate for Single Weight Letter to Austro-Hungarian Empire.
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Thessaloniki 1873 (Jan. 23): Entire letter to Genova, franked with 2 pairs 10 + 15 Soldi (Coarse Whiskers)
tied by SALONICH, via Brindisi, arrival Jan. 31. The Letter traveled by sea.
Postal Rate: 4650 for Double Weight Letter to Italy (overfranked by 450).



MODERNIZATIONOFTHECITY 1870-80

AUSTRIAN PO: SALONICH

On Franz Joseph issues

Thessaloniki 1874 (April 23): Entire letter to Torino, franked with pair 10 + single 3 Soldi (Coarse
Whiskers) tied by SALONICH, via Brindisi, arrival May 1st. The Letter traveled by sea.
Postal Rate: 23S0 rate for Single Weight Letter to Italy (Convention rate from 1872).

Thessaloniki 1874 (Sept. 10): Entire letter to Milano, franked with pair + single 5 + single 10 Soldi
(Coarse Whiskers) tied by SALONICH, via Brindisi, arrival Sept. 17. The Letter traveled by sea.

Postal Rate: 2350 for Single Weight Letter to Italy (overfranked by 2So).



EGYPTIAN POSTOFFICE1870-72

SALONICCHI

The first International Postal service in Egypt was Posta Europea,
a private company founded by Carlo Moratti an Italian
entrepreneur around 1840, Moratti obtained a contract to
distribute mail to and from Europe. In 1865 the concession was
terminated, and Posta Europea became part of the Khedivial Mail
Line, the Egyptian maritime company. G. Muzz, a relative of
Moratti, became General Manager, hence the use of the Italian
language as the ofticial langnage of the postal services of that
period. The Khedivial Mail Line established post offices in all the
ports of call of its ships. These ports were the following:
Alexandria, Port Said, Jaffa, Beirut, Tripoli, Lattakia,
Alexandretta, Mersina, Chios, Smyrna, Mytilene, Tenedos,
Dardanelles, Gallipoli, Constantinople, Porto lLagos, Cavalla,
Thessaloniki, Volos, Syros.

The Egyptian Post Office of Thessaloniki operated for a short period, from July 1870 to February 1872. The
stamps used by this office were mainly those of the third issue of Egypt, the cancellation was a single
circle with inscription in Italian and the name of the city was misspelled SALONICCHI. Due to the
intense competition of the Ottoman, Austrian, French and Greek post oftices that were operating in
Thessaloniki at the time, the Egyptian post office could not obtain enough business and closed after a
year and a halt ot operation.

The Interpostal Seal of the Egyptian Post Office of Thessaloniki

As used (attached on the letter fold)

Postmark SALONICCHI on 1Pia, 2Pia and 5Pia
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The 5Pia stamp is the only,
known to exist, example of
this high value with the
Thessaloniki postmark.




MODERNIZATIONOFTHECITY 1870-80

French PO: SALONIQUE
Postmark 5095 (1862-1876) on pertorated Ceres issues

SALONICCD Tig it .

Thessaloniki 1873 (April I): Entire letter, via Napoli, to Livorno, franked with 15c +
25c + 80c, arrival April 8.
Postal Rate: 120c for Double Weight Letter to Italy.

e —

Letter dispatched into the mobile p.o. box of steamship CAMBODGE
(Postmark BM in oval: Boite Mobile), cancelled in Dardanelles (Postmark 5084)

1
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Thessaloniki 1874 (Mar. 30): Entire letter to Genova, franked with pair 30c tied by
5083, via Dardanelles, Napoli, arrival April 7.
Postal Rate: 60c for Single Weight Letter to Italy.




MODERNIZATIONOFTHECITY 1870-80

GREEK PO: OEXXAAONIKH

After the temporary closure of the Greek Post Office (from 21-8-1866 to 17-7-1869, due to the support of Greece to

the Cretan Revolution), from July 1869, it is back into normal operation. It operates continuously during the 1870s
and it closes on 18 November 1881, after the occupation of Thessaly by the Greek Army.

Postmark @ EXZAAONIKH (TOYPKIA) on Large Hermes Heads

A nice and rare case of use of two exactly similar stamps as Dispatch franking and as Arrival Postage Due
franking, on the same letter. Additionally, a mixed franking of Greek Post Offices, abroad and domestic.

Thessaloniki 1873 (Feb. 8): Entire letter via Syra, to Athens, franked with 40L. LHH of the 1872
printings, showing boxed ITAHPQMH ANEITAPKHX (Insulfficiently Prepaid), arrival Feb. 12. In
Athens, the letter was charged 40L. as insufficiently prepaid, and franked additionally with 2
similar 40L. cancelled dotted 1 of Athens.

Postal Rate:80L. for Double Weight Letter to Athens.

And a similar letter (Thessaloniki to Athens), two years later, paying the postage due UPU rate

Thessaloniki 1875 (Oc:t. 1): Entire letter to Athens, charged 601 Greek postage due 1% issue,
cancelled dotted 1 of Athens, arrival Oct. 4.

Postal Rate: 2x30-601 Single Weight, Double UPU Rate for postage due.



MODERNIZATIONOF THECITY 1870-80
GREEK PO: ©EZZAAONIKH

Postmark @ EXZAAONIKH (TOYPKIA) on Large Hermes Heads

Advice of Receipt for a Registered Letter

Thessaloniki 1877 (May 21). Advice of Receipt for a registered letter delivered at the Syros P.O., on May 18, 1877
to Themistoclis Lagounas, who signed the Receipt. The Receipt was posted back to the sending P.O. (the Greek

Post Oftfice of Thessaloniki), where a 20 Lepta Fee was collected and the representing LHH stamp was cancelled
OEIIAAONIKH (TOYPKIA), 21 May 1877.

Postal Rate:20L. for Advice of Receipt.




MODERNIZATIONOFTHECITY 1870-80

GREEK PO: OEXXAAONIKH

Postmark @ EXZAAONIKH (TOYPKIA) on Large Hermes Heads

A Greek Newspaper, published in Thessaloniki and Posted by the Greek P.O.

Thessaloniki 1875 (Aug. 6). Newspaper written in Greek, posted from Thessaloniki, Aug. 6, 1875,
franked with 5L. of the 1872 printings on meshed paper.
Postal Rate: 51.. for Foreign Newspaper.




THEOTTOMAN BANKRUPTCY OF 1876

During the Crimean War (1853-1856), the Ottoman Empire borrowed for the first time

rom European banks.

About twenty years later, in 1876, the country would declare a moratorium on payments. |
seven representatives of the lending countries would be set up in all the key ministries

n 1881 a committee of
to collect direct state

revenue to service the debt (salt and tobacco monopolies, taxes on stamps, alcohol, fisheries and silk, taxes on the

subjugation of Bulgaria and Egypt, etc.).

It is the infamous Conseil d’Administration de la Dette Publique Ottomane, which also
had a branch in Thessaloniki. After the imposition of the terms of the lenders, the country
entered a deep economic crisis, the consequence of which is the reasonable reduction of all
tinancial and commercial activities in Thessaloniki, which will not be overcome until late
1880s.

As a result, the main foreign post oftices show a significant reduction in their activity.

Only the Ottoman Post Ottice seems to be reorganized under the direction of Dette Publique.

Ottoman PO: SELANIK
The Arabic inscription postmarks of Thessaloniki

Single Circle Postmark BATTAL POSTA SUBESI SEILANIK 93 (1877)

-~

Thessaloniki 1877 (Oct.). Entire letter to Constantinople, franked with 1Pia Duloz 1874 printing. On arrival,
it was additionally franked with 1 Pia Duloz 1876 printing, overprinted “Schehir” of the City Post for Local

Delivery and cancelled Galata Nov. 11.
Postal Rate: 1 Pia for Domestic Single Weight Letter plus 1 Pia for Local Delivery into Constantinople

No more than 2 or 3 letters are known with this postmark.



THEOTTOMAN BANKRUPTCY OF 1876

Ottoman PO: SELANIK

The Arabic inscription postmarks of Thessaloniki

Double Circle Postmark SEILANIK (1875-80)

Thessaloniki 1877 (Oct.). Entire letter to Constantinople, franked with 1Pia Duloz 1874 printing. On arrival,
it was additionally franked with 1 Pia Duloz 1876 printing, overprinted “Schehir” of the City Post for Local
Delivery and cancelled Galata Nov. 11.

Postal Rate: 1 Pia for Domestic Single Weight Letter plus 1 Pia for Local Delivery into Constantinople

The Senders of the letter are the ALLATINI
BROTHERS. Allatini is the name of a historic flour
milling company, founded in 1858 by Moses Allatini
and his brother, in Thessaloniki, Greece. In the 2nd
half of 19th century, the Allatini family founded the
tamous Allatini flourmills, in a large industrial area of
the city, near Kalamaria.




THEOTTOMANBANKRUPTCY OF 1876

Ottoman PO: SELLANIK

The Arabic inscription postmarks of Thessaloniki
Double Oval Postmark SEILANIK 97 (1878-84)

Thessaloniki 1881 2. Letter front to Constantinople, franked with pair 1 Pia plus pair and
single 2 Pia Duloz 1876-77 printing.

Volos 1885 (Sept. 9). Entire letter from Volos to Thessaloniki (from the Mavros Correspondence), carried most

probably by a passenger or crew member on board of steamship. On arrival, the breach of the Post Of

discovered by the authorities. One 1Pia Empire stamp was a
the inscription KACAK (smuggled).

ice monopoly was

ixed, cancelled by a rectangular cancell

Postal Rate: 1 Pia: 20 Pasingle rate between ports of Ottoman Empire + 20 Pa taxed for Illegal Transportation.

ation, which bears



THEOTTOMANBANKRUPTCY OF 1876

Ottoman PO: SELANIK
The Arabic inscription postmarks of Thessaloniki

Rectangular Postmark SELLANIK 302 (1887-88)

R - -
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Thessaloniki 1887 (June 22). Cover to Constantinople, franked with 20 Pa Empire, arrival June 24.
Postal Rate: 20 Pa for Domestic Single Weight Letter.

Thessaloniki 1887 (July 12). Small cover to Constantinople,
franked with block of 4 x 5 Pa Empire, arrival July 17.
Postal Rate: 20 Pa for Domestic Single Weight Letter.



THEOTTOMAN BANKRUPTCY OF 1876

French PO: SALONIQUE
Postmark SALONIQUE TURQUIE smaller with single outer circle

Postmark in Violet

Thessaloniki 1880 (July). Cover to Switzerland, franked with 25 c. Sage.
Postal Rate: 25 c. Foreign Single Weight Letter.

Postmark in Black
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Thessaloniki 1881 (Sept. 14). Cover to Switzerland,
franked with 2x25 c. Sage, arrival Sept 22.

Postal Rate: 25 c. Foreign Single Weight Letter.

JOSEPH ]S MODIANO: important rabbinical author and entrepreneur of Thessaloniki
Both letters are from his correspondence.




THEOTTOMANBANKRUPTCY OF 1876

Greek Consular Mail

In City Posting

The Greek Consulate in the 1880s

Thessaloniki 1888 (Mar. 22). Entire Letter posted in town, by the Consular Authority,
showing the Cachet of the Greek Consulate.

Postal Rate: Free (Consular mail)



1870-80s OFFICIALCORRESPONDANCE

Under the direction of Dette Publique, the administration of many public services of the obsolete
Ottoman state has been improved.

Most important are the CUSTOMS AND REAL ESTATE SERVICES and HEALTH AND
QUARANTINE SERVICES.

Administrative Negative Marking
Selanik Vilayet Emlaki Tahriri Muhimme
(Province of Thessaloniki, Ofticial Survey and Register of Estates)

Thessaloniki, 1870s: Two Official Covers to Istanbul, both showing the Administrative Negative
Marking in Black and in Blue, used as dispatch postmark.

Postal Rate: Free for Official Correspondence



1870-80s OFFICIAL CORRESPONDANCE

The building of Customs and Real Estate service around 1880

Administrative Negative Marking
Selanik Emlaki Humayun Idaresi
(Thessaloniki, Service of Real Estate)

Thessaloniki 1887, (July 12): Otticial Cover to Istanbul, showing the Administrative Negative Marking, used
as dispatch postmark, together with the SALONIQUE with stars large postmark.

Postal Rate: Free for Official Correspondence



1870-80s OFFICIALCORRESPONDANCE

SELANIK KARANTINA

The demolition of the sea walls resulted in the embankment of the coastal front of the
Port, while the construction of the new Customs and Real Estate House was planned, in
front of the Vardari fortress (Tophane). This was also accompanied by a new building for
public health services. The two new buildings appear in photographs dating back to 1882.

The first envelope bears postmark with the old name Quarantine and was posted in 1876.
The second envelope was posted in 1890 but the Health Service Marking reads 1877,
apparently the year of its inauguration, from which it can be concluded that the last year
of operation of Old Quarantine was in 1876, when the first envelope with the old
postmark was posted.

Administrative Negative Marking
Selanik Karantina
(Thessaloniki, Service of Quarantine)
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Thessaloniki 1876 Jan.. Official Cover to Istanbul, showing the Administrative Marking,
used as dispatch postmark, arrival Feb. 7, 1876.
Postal Rate: Free for Official Correspondence



1870-80s OFFICIALCORRESPONDANCE

The new Quarantine building (built 1877) near the Customs and Port store houses

OFFICE SANITAIRE DE
SALONIQUF

Administrative Marking
Office Sanitaire de Salonique 1877
in French and in Arabic (Negative)
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Thessaloniki 1890. Official Cover to Istanbul, showing the Administrative Marking, used as dispatch postmark,
together with the SALONIQUE with stars large postmark, arrival Sept. 1890.

Postal Rate. Free for Official Correspondence




THE FOUNDING OF THE UPU 1874

The Treaty of Bern

The Treaty of Bern was signed on October 9, 1874, establishing
what was then known as the General Postal Union. The Treaty
provided that:

There should be a uniform flat rate to mail a letter anywhere in
the world

Postal authorities should give equal treatment to foreign and
domestic mail

EFach country should retain all money it has collected for
international postage.

One important result of the Treaty was that it was no longer
necessary to aftix postage stamps of countries that a mail piece passed through in transit. The UPU
provides that stamps from member nations are accepted along the entire international route. The Treaty of

Bern had been signed by 21 countries, 19 of which were located in Europe. After the General Postal Union

was established, its membership grew rapidly as other countries joined. At the second Postal Union
Congress in 1878, it was renamed the Universal Postal Union.

The founding of the UPU in 1874 was a huge step towards the massive expansion ot global
correspondence. The UPU convention rates were simple to apply and, mostly, cheaper. The various
mail forwarding States, Companies, Agencies etc. were forced to cooperate to improve their

Services.

AUSTRIAN PQO: SALONICH
The Austrian UPU Rate
A rare case of use of the old Postmark with the new UPU rate.

October 1875: the UPU Rates were introduced since 1 July 1875, while the old Postmark SALONICH
(in use for 30 years, since 1845) was withdrawn by the autumn of 1875.

i, e e e e, . AN,

- Vi, ik, N e, R O L. . O

r o ——— ._'I'_::_-'_-:: .“_'.;i:{a"_:f ]
o) b
b
—/4 08

— = :: = i =] T - [ '_. .:; ! ._.: :
I o § B A e 1 - |
o[ Rz 2
: 5 ] .|I L I:' 5;-:! #i- :l [ _| ’
L. ] . .__.-. _. L - -!_: -_':';:'..- I’ r _-'|:'-:" :';-:' :
P .-: ] "'pl ";_1- WY

e = R
LT E e

Thessaloniki 1875 (Oct. 20): Entire letter to Bologna, franked 10 Soldi, tied by
straight-line SALONICH.

Postal Rate:10So Single Weight Letter to Italy, UPU Rate.



THE FOUNDING OF THE UPU 1874

The UPU Rates

[LLOYD AUSTRO-UNGARICO POST OFFICE

Thessaloniki 1877 (Aug. 1): Entire letter to Livorno, via Trieste, franked 10 Soldi, tied by
LETTERE ARRIVATE COL VAPORE DAL LEVANTE., arrival 11 Aug.

Postal Rate:10So Single Weight Letter to Italy, UPU Rate.

AUSTRIAN PO: SALONICCO
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Thessaloniki 1884 (Apr. 11): Entire letter to Livorno, via Brindisi, franked 10 Soldi, tied by
circular SALONICCO, arrival 21 Apr.

Postal Rate:10So Single Weight Letter to Italy, UPU Rate.



THE FOUNDING OF THE UPU 1874

AUSTRIAN PO

The UPU Rates

The small open envelope (carte visit) rate: 3 Soldi

Thessaloniki 1880 (Dec. 29): Small envelope to Tunis, franked 3 Soldi, arrival 10 Jan.
Postal Rare:3S0 Cartevisit UPU Rate.

The postal card rate: 5 Soldi

Thessaloniki 1882 (Aug. 14): Austrian Levant 5 So Stationery Postcard, posted to Bury St. Edmund’s England,
arrival Aug. 24.

Postal Rate:550 Postal Card UPU Rate.



THE FOUNDING OF THE UPU 1874

French Post Ottice: The UPU Rates

The UPU Convention Rate

Thessaloniki 1877 (April 11): Entire letter via Lyon to Villeurbanne, France, franked
30c Sage, arrival April 22.
Postal Rate: 30c Single Weight Foreign Letter, UPU Rate.

The Reduced UPU Convention Rate — after May 1878

Thessaloniki 1878 (June 5): Front (and part back with arrival) of a [etter
to Villejuif, France, via Brindisi, franked 25c Sage, arrival June 14.
Handwritten “Per Fraissinet™ (which operated the line to Dardanelles at 1878)

Postal Rate: 25¢ Single Weight Foreign Letter, UPU Rate.



THE FOUNDING OF THE UPU 1874

Greek Post Office: The UPU Rates

The Greek UPU Rate:
30 Lepta paid by the newly printed, in Paris and Athens, Large Hermes Heads

Paris print

Athens print

Thessaloniki 1877 (Jan. 13): Entire letter to Argos, Greece, franked 30l. LHH Greek Large Hermes Head, Athens
printing, cancelled @EXZAAONIKH (TOYPKIA) postmark of Greek post office, arrival Jan. 15.

Postal Rate: 301 Single Weight, UPU Rate.

Double UPU Rate for Postage Due:
60 Lepta paid by the newly printed, in Athens, Greek postage due stamps

=X

Thessaloniki 1878 (Dec. 14): Entire letter to Athens, charged 601. Greek

postage due 1%t issue, cancelled dotted 1 of Athens arrival Dec. 17.
Postal Rate: 2x30-60L. Single Weight, Double UPU Rate for postage due.



INTRODUCTION OF POSTALSTATIONERY
FRENCH PO

The Forerunner Stationery Card of the French Post
Used in Thessaloniki

The tirst cards circulated from January 15, 1873, this date is considered the Ist day of the
forerunner ("precursor") card.

The face value of this card was interesting since it saved 10c for the office-to-office domestic
(in France) correspondence, but of course there was no confidentiality of the correspondence.
The traders and the companies were very much in favor of this economical way to
communicate.

This card, although popular in France during the 1870s, had a very limited use in the French
post offices abroad.
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This card was missing :

Novembre 1855,

Thessaloniki 1879 (Feb. 20): “Precursor” stationery card
franked 15 c. Sage, posted to Brighton, England
Postal Rate: 15¢. for Card

rom all the collections of Postal History of Thessaloniki or Foreign Post Of
in Greece of the past. 1 know of one more such card in a large collection of French Stationeries.

Hees



INTRODUCTION OF POSTAL STATIONERY
AUSTRIAN PO

The tirst two types of Austrian Levant Stationery Cards used in Thessaloniki

Thessaloniki 1882 (Dec. 13): First type of Franz Joseph stationery card posted to Brussels
Postal Rate: 5 So for Card

Thessaloniki 1884 (May 5): Second type of Franz Joseph stationery card posted to Miinchen
The use of the 2™ type in Thessaloniki is quite elusive

Postal Rate: 5 So for Card



INTRODUCTION OF POSTALSTATIONERY
AUSTRIAN PO

Further Austrian Levant Stationery Cards used in Thessaloniki in the 1880s

b

WELTPOST-VEREIN (UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE).

- BorrespoxveNz-garte (@ArTE {@OSTAI{E-j;Z.:“ | f

(ADMINISTRATION D‘AUTRICHE.)
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Thessaloniki 1885 (Feb. 3): “Double headed eagle” stationery card, posted to Berlin
Postal Rate: 5 So for Card

Thessaloniki 1889, 1890: Two overprinted “double headed eagle” stationery cards, posted to Germany
Different shades.

Postal Rate: 20Pq for Card



INTRODUCTION OF POSTALSTATIONERY
AUSTRIAN PO

German Reply Stationery Cards accepted by the Austrian Post Office
In both cases, correct commercial use of the reply part of a double card.

Thessaloniki 1880 (Oct. 11): “Double headed eagle” stationery card,
posted to Hamburg, arrival 22 Oct.

Postal Rate: 10 Pf for Reply Card, paid by the sender
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Thessaloniki 1905 (Fe:b. 28): “Germania” stationery card,
posted to Dresden, arrival 4 March.

Postal Rate: 10 Pf for Reply Card, paid by the sender
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INTRODUCTION OF POSTAL STATIONERY
FRENCH PO

French stationery envelopes Type “Sage”

Postmarks: Until mid-1885 “small double circle”
From mid-1885 “large double circle”

Green Envelope

Thessaloniki 1883 (Dec. 26): French small Stationery Envelope
(“Carte Visit” size) posted to Constantinople.

Postal Rate: 5cfor Foreign Small Open Envelope

Cream Envelope

Thessaloniki 1885 (Dec. 28): French small Stationery Envelope
(“Carte Visit” size), posted via Smyrna and Beyrouth, to Larnaca Cyprus.
Postal Rate: 5c for Foreign Small Open Envelope.



FRENCH PO

French 1880s stationery postcards Type “Sage”

Postmarks: Until mid-1885 “small double circle”
From mid-1885 “large double circle”

Address in 3 lines

Thessaloniki 1885 (Feb. 23): French Stationery Postcard posted to Stuttgart.
Postal Rate: 10c for Foreign Postcard

Addressin 4 lines

Thessaloniki 1887 (Mar. 11): French Stationery Postcard posted to Athens.
Postal Rate: 10c for Foreign Postcard.



INTRODUCTION OF POSTALSTATIONERY
OTTOMAN PO

Ottoman 1880s stationery postcards Type “Empire”

Double Card: Ist part “Avec reponse payee”
2nd part “reponse payee”
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Thessaloniki 1886 (Sept. 19): Stationery Card posted to Magdeburg, Germany.
Postal Rate: 20Pafor Foreign Card
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exelusivement a ladresse

Thessaloniki 1886 (Mar. 25): Reply Stationery Card to Paris,
arrival Apr. 2.
Postal Rate: 20Pa for Foreign Card



INTRODUCTION OF POSTALSTATIONERY
OTTOMAN PO

Ottoman 1880s stationery postcards Type “Empire”
Single Card and a mint Private Stationery Post Card printed for the Ottoman Bank
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Thessalnnﬂd 1885 (May 16): Stationery Card pnste:d to Berlin.
The card is inscribed “Via Varna” — perhaps to be carried by the DDSG steamships ?
Postal Rate: 20Pafor Foreign Card.

Mint Stationery Post Card printed for the Thessaloniki Branch of the Ottoman Bank



1880s: A NEW GROWTHF FORTHECITY

SELANIK

The increased western influence during the 1880s, the flourishing of the Levantine population
and the reorganization of the public services, resulted in an increased credibility of the Ottoman
post office and in a substantial increase of its activity.

A new series of Ottoman postmarks is introduced, in FRENCH.

Double Circle Postmark SALONIQUE TURQUIE
(only in French, for letters going abroad)

Thessaloniki 1884 (June 4): Entire [etter to Napoli, franked two pairs x 10Pa Empire, arrival June 10.
Postal Rate:40Pa for Single Weight Foreign Letter.

Thessaloniki 1887 (July 18): Registered cover to Colchester, franked strip of 4 x 20Pa Empire, arrival July 27.
Postal Rate:80Pa-2Pia:1Pia for Single Weight Foreign Letter + IPia for Registration.



1880s: A NEW GROWTHV FORTHECITY
SELANIK

Postmarks SALONIQUE in Oval with Bars
accompanied by double circle SALONIQUE DEPART CDS
French Inscription SALONIQUE for correspondence going abroad.
Arabic Inscription SELANIK for domestic correspondence
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Thessaloniki 1889 (May 14): Cover to Cavalla, franked 1Pia Empire.
Postal Rate:1PiaSingle Weight Letter between ports of the Ottoman Empire.

Thessaloniki 1893 (Nov. 9): Registered cover to New York, franked two pairs x 20Pa Armali, arrival Nov. 20.
Postal Rate: 80Pa-2Pia:1Pia for Single Weight Foreign Letter + 1Pia for Registration.




