Greece: The 4th of August regime

(1936-41)

On August 4, 1936, a new regime assumed power in Greece,
led by loannis Metaxas, former Army General, politician
since 1922, and for a few months appointed Prime Min-
ister. The regime immediately suspended major constitu-
tional articles and dissolved Parliament.

Postal operations were very much affected by the new polit-
ical climate: currency protection control and censorship
in disguise on international mail as well as intense propa-
ganda in favour of the dictatorship and the monarchy. Basic
propaganda tools included messages on mechanical cancel-
lations, commemorative handstamps, as well as stamp and
postcard issues featuring the regime and the Royal Family.

On the other hand, the Post Office lived through a period
of tidiness, showed exemplary progress and brought in a
number of innovations, such as illustrated postmarks,

Postal rates

Basic postal rates remained unchanged

during the period in question.

Currency in use was the drachma (D.),

subdivided into 100 lepta (1.).

Domestic
Postal card:
Letter (to 20 g):
Registration:

International
Postal card:
Letter (to 20 g):
Registration:

2.00D.
3.00 D.
4.00 D.

5.00 D.
8.00 D.
8.00 D.

mailboxes on ships, pre-printed covers and meter stamps to name a few.

However, the most important feature of the period was the fast development of air transportations,
which Greece followed very closely. The major European trans-continental airlines used Greek cities
(Athens, Corfu or Suda Bay) for their stop overs on their way to the Far East or Africa.

In WWIL, Greece remained neutral until October 28, 1940, when the Italian army crossed the Greek-Al-
banian border. It was finally defeated by the Axis forces six months later, when invaded by the German
army. The subsequent occupation of Athens, on April 27, 1941, officially terminated the life of the 4th

of August dictatorship.

During the war period, new postal peculiarities emerged, like the suspension or redirection of trans-
portation routes. When Greece ot engaged, two large networks were established: (a) the military mail
system and (b) the censorship service which absorbed the former currency protection control.
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FIRST DAYS OF THE REGIME

Dictatorship
day 2:

From Patra
(Aug. 5, 1936) to
Urbana, OH, USA.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
airpost since May 2,
1933, 18 D.

BY AIR MAIL.

C. HE. VARV Liw Z9QR .

&/0 Messrs e W...Marvin Company

5
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Vi L# FEa o
(Heriel) [ _: r ¥

URBATA, Ohio,

U’ 5-."“-1

M. L. Messinesi AEPOMOPIKQ

VION
PATRAS - GREECE BARA

.\ . . Dictatorship
N. V. NOORD EUROPEESCHE ERTS - EN PYRIET MU )
From Piraeus

3 (Aug. 6, 1936)

to Amsterdam,
BOSTBOX 88 the Netherlands.

Rates: Second weight

AEPONOPIKQ 20-40
____pPAR AVION AMSTERDAM, C. ;L;rjg.ce(gﬂ), Y

HOLLAND. third weight airpost
(20-30 g)

since June 8, 1933,
21 D. (3x7).
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THE POSTAL RATES

Basic postal rates remained unchanged during the whole period in question. Changes are
only recorded in a number of supplementary rates, i.e. airpost rates, anti-TB rates etc. Cur-
rency in use was the drachma (D.), subdivided into 100 lepta (1.).

Domestic rates
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From Thessaloniki (Dec. 26, 1938)
to Athens (Dec. 26).

(Méyapov IMovtdxn)

ZKOYPAZ PINT A
Ztadiov 45

The depicted cover paid basic surface rate plus
all four compulsory supplementary rates.

Rates:

* Fourth weight basic surface rate (60-80 g)
9D. (3+3x2)

* Fourth weight airpost (60-80 g) 4 D. (4x1)

* Social welfare (compulsory throughout the
year on domestic mail) 50 1.

* Anti-TB (compulsory during Christmas and
Easter 15-days period on domestic mail) 10 I.

* Thessaloniki rate (compulsory on domestic
mail sent from Thessaloniki) 20 1.
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Postage dues - Underpaid postal card

From Sperchias (Oct. 8, 1936)
to Patra (Oct. 10).

Rates: Postal card surface 2 D.
(1 D. was paid instead).

* The handstamp
EIXTIIPAKTEON TEAOX
[postage due] was applied on
arrival and the missing 1 D.
was paid double by a 2 D.
postage due stamp.

¢ “FAAIAAIOE,, -
ANQNYMOE EAAHNIKH ﬁA;er HAEKTPIEMOY

1

MAYPOMIXAAH ‘ai
AOHNAI

From Athens
(Apr. 15, 1940) to
Mytilene (Apr. 18).

Rates: Second weight
surface 5 D. (3 D.
were paid instead),
social welfare 50 1.

* The missing 2 D.
were paid double on
arrival by a block of
eight 50 1. postage
due stamps.
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Postage dues - Mixed franking with French stamps
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From Athens (July 10, 1937) to Pas de Calais, France (July 15).
Rates (in Greece): Surface 8 D., social welfare (optional) 1 D. Rates (in France), valid to July 31, 1937: Surface 1.50 F.

* The Greek 8 D. stamp was withdrawn and invalidated since Jan. 24, 1937 (red crayon line around stamp, handstamp “T”. Also
pencil marks “50 ¢” (gold centimes) and “3” (French francs) in France. The equivalent of the improperly affixed 8 D. was 25
gold centimes. The cover was properly charged with double the rate due, i.e. 50 gold centimes, or 3.00 F, paid with French post-
age due stamps. It so happened that this was double the French surface rate. Athens currency control applied on departure.

Readressed abroad - Mixed franking with a British stamp

From Athens (Apr. 6, 1938)

to Reading (Apr. 11), UK.,
re-adressed to Diisseldorf, Ger-
many, and re-addressed for

a second time within Germany.

Rates (Greece to U.K.): Postal
card surface 5 D. (15.625 gold

centimes)

Rates (U.K. to Germany): 1V2d
(15 gold centimes)

e Postal clerk’s error: The addi-
tional rate of 1d should not

R Frrrrtlpr

j‘, P \‘?'\,» 9 - == > have been charged. The rate
( \é\’ ) L = 4 that has been paid in Greece

was greater than the UK rate.
* Athens currency control.




Magazine wrapper

From Athens (Aug. 21, 1939) to Paleo Faliro (Aug. 21, on the reverse).
Rates: Fifth weigth magazine (400-500 g) 25 1. (5x5).

* The 25 lepta 1927 definitive was officially withdrawn ten days later, on Sep. 1, 1939.
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Receipt for a domestic registered letter
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From Patra (May 8, 1940) to Asprogerakas, Cephalonia (May 11) and back to Patra (May 14).
Rates: Receipt for a domestic registered letter 5 D.

* Diamond handstamp “48” denotes the rural route between villages at the south-eastern tip of the island.
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Receipt for a registered letter to abroad

From Lavrio (Sep. 30, 1939)

to London (Oct. 9), signed as
appropriate, sent back to Lavrio,
where it reached the original
sender on Nov. 1 (handwritten
note on the reverse).

Rates: Receipt for a registered
letter to abroad 8 D.

Parcel post form

e e -“-’-*;*:*'*!"—-_;,.;.
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Parcel post form for a parcel (850 g) from Athens (Nov. 27, 1940) to Florina (Dec. 3, on the reverse).
Rates: 10 D. for parcels to 1 kg. Also, anti-TB rate (compulsory throughout the year) 50 1.

* The stamps on parcel post forms were either razor-cut or punched in order to prevent postal employees from selling them.
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Merchandise sample

o=
*

From Thessaloniki (Apr. ??, 1937) to Siegmar-Schonau, Saxony, Germany.
Rates: Double weight merchandise sample (50-100 g) 3.20 D. (2x1.60).

Postal money order

Postal money order (3984 D.) from Lamia (Apr. 15, 1941) to Galaxidi. Rates: 14 D. for money orders 3501-4000 D.

* The stamps on money orders were destroyed in a similar manner to the ones on parcel post forms.
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International surface rates - Fifth weight
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From Athens (May 21, 1937) via Chicago, IL (June 1), to Denver, CO, USA (June ??).
Rates: Fifth weight surface 28 D. (8+4x5), registration 8 D., social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Handstamped on arrival with LETTER PARCEL - COLLECT TEN CENTS; collected with one 10 c. postage due.
* Athens currency control.
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JOANNIDES &

A. WESTEN

STANZ UND EMAILLIERWERKE

A

VERZINKEREI UND VERZINNEREI

The postal rates

Reduced rates to
the Balkans

[Topl:

From Athens (June
8, 1938) to Bucha-
rest, Romania (June
11, on the reverse).
Rates: Surface 6 D.,
registration 6 D.,
social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

[Bottom]:

From Athens (Oct.

1, 1939) to Celje,
Yugoslavia.

Rates: Second weight
surface 9.50 D.
(6+3.50),
social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

JUGOSLAVIEN




Greece: The 4th of August regime (1936-41) National Currency Protection Commission

NATIONAL CURRENCY PROTECTION COMMISSION

A few days after the 4th of August dictatorship was established, a new civil
service was organised, in order to protect the national currency, by the thor-
ough examination of international correspondence.

It was called “National Currency Protection Commission” and its offices were
closely bound to all the central post offices in major towns. As we shall later
see, the Commission was actually engaged to censorship practices as well.

Different types of handstamps and tapes were used by the various offices. As it
is usually the case, some of them are pretty common, others are quite scarce.

On October 28, 1940, when Greece was engaged in World War 11, the National
Currency Protection Commission gave way to a regular war-time Censorship
Service, applied to both domestic and international mail, while using brand
new handstamps and tapes.

Athens currency control - Ligature types “IIEN” & “YEX”

Currency control handstamps in the form of ligatures were only used in
Athens and Piraeus. As expected, the Athens types are very common. Sur-
prisingly though of the Piraeus types very few items have survived to date.

SOCIETE ANONYME INTERNATIONALE DES MINES

ET COMMERCE DE MINERAIS
SOEL ATHENES - RUE CORAT

AEPONOPIKOL |

—PAR AVIOD

From Athens (July 5, 1938) to Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
Rates: Second weight surface (20-40 g) 13 D. (8+5), fourth weight airpost (30-40 g) since June 8, 1933,
28 D. (4x7), social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* “IIEN” are Greek initials for “National Currency Protection”.



Greece: The 4th of August regime (1936-41) National Currency Protection Commission

Piraeus currency control - Ligature type “EYAIL” type 1

EUGEYNE EUGENTIDES Esq.,

Grand Hotel

From Piraeus
(Dec. 12, 1936)
to Vienna, Austria.

Rates: Surface 8 D.

* “"EYAII” are
Greek initials for the
Currency Control
Commission of
Piraeus.

ﬂ/ L'Ko/i'c,é va /'/'

GEORGOUDIS BROTHERS ™

PIRAEUS-GREECE . ZZ.;/L e.,/

ALON & CASTOROS -

From Piraeus (Jan. 1, 1937) to Zagreb, Yugoslavia.
Rates: Printed matter surface 1.60 D., anti-TB rate (optional) 10 .
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Piraeus currency control - Ligature type “EYAII” type 3

AEPOMOPIKQ

——PAR AVION
& 42.2856
0-084 & 28-222)

From Piraeus (Jan. 23,
1937) to Genova, Italy
(Jan. 26, on the reverse).

Rates: Postal card surface 5

D., airpost 5 D. since Sep. 7, N ik Bl AT TANL NOLRGAT S
1933 (paid 7 D. instead, the ot i I'I‘l“' NOREPOL - Baks

rate valid to most countries

Tia XX Setsegbre3I- 4| |

in Europe), social welfare e —
(optional) 1 D. : : -
s T —— GENOVA ( IOI)~—
* Final day of use of King J ™% ' :
Constantine I mourning - : -
issue. :

Illustrated handstamps depicting goddess Athena

By far the most recognizable type of currency control handstamp, also called
the Axelos” Athena handstamp, honouring the renowned Greek artist. It was
used in the larger cities and the majority of the prefecture seats, as well as a
number of smaller towns. The depicted handstamp from Elassona is quite hard
to come across.

fr- I .'..". ek
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(it L i, 12

60%

From rural route “695” via Elassona
(June 3, 1940) and Thessaloniki (June 4)
to Saranac Lake, NY, USA.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Elassona currency control.
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.A'RM'AND KUFFLER

Tabacs en Feuillles
CAVALLA

‘"“EXPORTATEUR,,
No. Mat. 30 Chamb. Com. Cg

Handstamps
bearing
town names

From Kavala (Nov.
5, 1939) via Athens
(Nov. 6, on the
reverse) to
Louisville, KY, USA.

P s

S ROTHN &WILLEARKS OGN

Tobaceco ¢orp.
Rates: Second weight
surface (20-40 g)

13 D. (8+5),

fifth weight airpost
(20-25 g)

since Oct. ??, 1939,
120 D. (5x24),

social welfare

(optional) 1 D. MPOI’]ODIK%]

“

—PAR AVION
e Kavala

currency control.

PAR AvioN.
—_—
PosTA AEKEA .

From St. Nicholas, Crete
(Nov. 11, 1937)

via Herakleio (Nov. 12)
and Athens (Nov. 15)

- <
Sce. T;m..mco Jde Io;a-fqb

4 ,'@\“ ae to Florence, Italy (Nov. 17).
- I ' s
I8/ b | .
: J‘ @ wgd \ Rates: Letter 8 D., airpost
vive o PRI | AR 5D. since Sep. 7, 1933,
b Mb‘i‘f‘ ;3‘[ e = social welfare (optional) 1 D.
P A Ao <
{ jx nga * Herakleio currency con-
13'.«_ oy - trol with insignia “E.A.”.
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Currency Control or Censorship? - A legitimate question

How do currency control
marks on items such as postal
cards or telegrams justify
themselves?

[Top] Postal card:

From Mykonos (Mar 29, 1939)
to London.

Rates: Postal card surface 5 D.
* Piraeus currency control.

[Bottom] Telegram:

From Alexandria to Volos.

* Linear handstamp YIIHPE-
2IA EAETXOY XYNAA-
ANATMATOZX [Commision
for Currency Control].
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Currency Control or Censorship?
Evidence suggests to both practices at the same office

When the “National Currency Protection Commission” was set up, the official documents
did not mention the word “Censorship” at all. It seems, however, that the oral instructions
pointed differently. As a result, a very small number of offices used short-lived, and there-
fore rarely seen handstamps reading “Censorship” instead of “Currency Protection”. These
“Censorship” handstamps were of local initiatives in Patra, Thessaloniki plus a handful of
police stations and were fairly quickly withdrawn. Such a fine example is the cover depicted

herein.

Mr. Peter John
4030 N.Kedzie
Chicago,Ill,
U.BuA.

From Patra (Oct. ??, 1936) to Chicago IL, USA.

Rates: Surface 8 D.

* Dual circle “AOT'OKPIXIA TAXYAPOMEIOY ITATPQN”
[Censorship of the Post Office in Patra].
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Currency Control or Censorship? - An indisputable answer

The bottom handstamp on the depicted telegram from Copenhagen to Piraeus reads: “Cur-
rency Control: You are requested to send during the day the translation of the telegram to
the offices of the Currency Control...”. The top handstamp reads: “...translation received.
Telegraphs Censorship Office”. Currency control included no doubt censorship in disguise.
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THE DICTATORSHIP’S PROPAGANDA
A. Propaganda messages on the mechanical cancellations

The Athens central post office six types of mechanical cancellations carried at times differ-
ent propaganda slogans, mostly ismpired by the dictator’s speeches. Forty or so different
messages have been recorded.

Type 1: AGHNAI AIIOXTOAH
[Athens Dispatch]

From Athens (Nov. 21, 1937)
to Argos (Nov. 27, on the reverse).

Rates: Surface 3 D., social welfare 50 1.

e “The new State needs Greeks
disciplined”.

i X ave oo
cecspre e
¥ v sty o n e

et mpine dhpdien T EAN

&, /.?u(,

Type 2:
AOHNAI A®DIEIX
[Athens Arrival]

From Thessaloniki
(Feb. 21, 1938)
to Athens (Feb. 22).

S THAT
> Rates: Surface 3 D.,
social welfare 50 1.,

IR szwsrmz ARl 300 83| Thessaloniki 201
o o
* “Greece has found
her pace and is

rrers, m,.”;'.,,-W”,mrrmwmmr' rPrerTL s marching on
- 1. Metaxas”.
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Type 3:
AGHNAI s
KENTPIKON P i ' =/
[Athens Central] | [ ¢ S W BERHIIETOY BAZIAEQY AL 15HH}KTDV
From London | $55 8 Kot mm 7 | FAITOVAMETASA [ . ar KAJ”IY 1. M
(Mar. 25,1937, Q15" 0.\ NG o AETPEYAN KINAYNOVE v }”T'.. AN R

on the reverse) to ‘ = - - e
Athens (Mar. 27). = EONIKOYL 77 EGNHC

Rates: Surface 3 D.,
social welfare 50 I.

* “The will of the
King and of I.
Metaxas pre-

vented national
dangers”.

‘D3 ‘NOANO1
‘*13341s "¥oanl
- 'l33¥1S 3LODSONIN 2
~ “OL7 SMHOM 110 HLINI

AIIA© BOAQPOY

CHEIAL . AFOMNEELAL

= FRIIDEE ©
~ ENA AADL t e ‘&/

e S METAZAL I_‘

Y-nrp‘:&v

Type 4: AOHNAI
KENTPIKON
[Athens Central]
with small star

From Patra (May
3, 1938) to Athens
(May 4).

Rates: Second weight
surface 5 D. (3+2),
social welfare 50 1.

* "One nation, one-
of-a-kind people
- 1. Metaxas”.
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Type 5:
ATHINAI

From Athens (Apr.
27,1939) to Ham-
burg, Germany.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

* “The Greek land is
our passion and our
cross - 1. Metaxas”.

* Athens
currency control.

HIHH DLAHNIKE et
\E:N[n[pozwﬂm{g._ mf‘ % Zanw,
"a-- AYP‘]{ MAL '!é‘ :

i METAZAC

Firma

The dictatorship’s propaganda

gg@gezs@mtm&

/‘./p, o 7&@:{ 7 /L
“CHROMATEX,,

BERNHARD KISTERS
TECHNISCHES BURO

ATHEN, DIMOCHAROUS 63

/ ‘-“!{

EXYIATE (o ™ ENIEXYIATE
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v g2 3 A
IVZ}#\A\QL_@;@’ ‘AZ . LIl

\

~ A

Type 6:
ATHINAI
POSTE AERI-
ENNE

From Patra (Nov.
22, 1939) via
Athens (Nov. 22)
to Gera, Germany.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
second weight
airpost (10-20 g)
since Oct. ??, 1939,
16 D. (2x8), social
welfare (opt.) 1 D.

* “Support soupes”.
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B. Propaganda message on the receipt for the dispatch of a registered letter
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From Athens (Sep. 19, 1940) to Elefsis. Rates: Receipt 5.50 D.

* “I want all Greeks to believe first of all to themselves...” I. Metaxas

C. The 4th of August 1938 & 1939 commemorative handstamps

Patra 1938: From Patra (Aug. 4, 1938) to Zakynthos (Aug. 6). Rates: Surface 3 D., social welfare 50 1.

* The 4th of August commemorative handstamps appeared in 1938 and in 1939 only. They were used as
regular obliterating cancellers on anniversary day.
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[Topl]
Herakleio 1939:

From Herakleio

(Aug. 4, 1939)

to Athens (Aug. 6).
Rates: Surface 3 D.,
social welfare 50 I.

* Propaganda slogan on
the arrival mechanical
cancellation: “Hurrah the
4th of August 1939”.

[Bottom]
Volos 1939:

From Volos (Aug. 4, 1939)
to Athens (Aug. 5).

Rates: Third weight sur-
face 7 D. (3+2+2),
registration 4 D.,

social welfare 50 I.



Greece: The 4th of August regime (1936-41) The dictatorship’s propaganda
D. The 1940 National Youth (E.O.N.) stamps

ITIETIPOY T@AN. AIPITAATAX

ANTINPOSQLINETA L ~ AXNdA ATETAT

The National Youth
Organization
(E.O.N.) was estab-
lished in order for
the regime to manip-
ulate the youngsters’
educational and
cultural activities.
All other similar
organizations, e.g.
boy-scouts, were
forced to cease their
operations.

The twenty stamps,
which comprised
the regular and the
airpost E.O.N. sets,
were valid for postal
use for three days
only (3-5 Aug.).

The stamps were
only sold in complete
sets with the excep-
tion of the 3 D. of the
reqular set and the 2

SUGCESSEURS DE LA MAISON 2 N . 7 18 D. of the airpost set
EMMANUEL MEIMARAKIS I | . ’ which were also sold
CANDIE - CRETE | N o - 1 RN individually.
[Top]
Use of the 3 D.
regular stamp:

From Corfu (Aug.
5, 1940) to Athens
(Aug. 7).

Rates: Surface 3 D.,
social welfare 50 I.

[Bottom]
Use of the 2 D.
airpost stamp:

From Herakleio
(Aug. 3, 1940)

to Athens (Aug. 3).
Rates: Surface 3 D.,
registration 4 D.,
airpost 2 D.,

social welfare 50 I.
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E. The 1940 E.O.N. illustrated postal cards

On August 4, 1940, the day of festivities for the 4th anniversary of the dicta-
torship, a set of fifteen illustrated postal cards were released by the Post Office.
The depicted themes were chosen from E.O.N. activities. The cards are all
erroneously numbered Al, instead of B1-B15.

Two weeks earlier, on King George’s I1 50th birthday (July 20, 1940), a set of
six illustrated postal cards was also released, the Royal Family set. It was later
completed by two more cards (December 1), in celebration of Prince Constan-
tine’s birth. The cards are numbered A1-A9, less A4 which was never issued.

Although largely publicized, these cards’ sales were a major disappointment.
Even smaller was the number of cards postally used. Seven of the fifteen cards
of the E.O.N. set and the complete Royal Family set are presented here.
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From Lavrio (Aug. 4, 1940) to La Seyne-sur-Mer, France.
Rates: Postal card 5 D.

* Posted on the day the cards were placed in circulation.
* Athens currency control.
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The 1940 E.O.N. illustrated postal cards (cont.)
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From Kilkis (Nov. 15,
1940) via Army central P.
O. “T” (Nov. 16) to mili-
tary P.O. 790 (Nov. 17).
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sary to a military P.O. d(% P
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From Patra
(Nowv. 29, 1940)
to Kifissia (Dec. 2).

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare missing.
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* Patra civil censorship.
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The 1940 E.O.N. illustrated postal cards (cont.)
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From Polygyros (Nov. 18,
1940) via Army central p.
0. "I (Nov. 21) to mili-
tary P.O. 518 (Nov. 24).
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Rates: No postage neces-
sary to a military P.O.

* Handwritten "cen-
sored" and signed.
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From Elateia (Nov. 20,
1940) to Thessaloniki
(Nov. ??).

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare missing.

* Elateia
police censorship.
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The 1940 E.O.N. illustrated postal cards (cont.)

50%

/ g i A
:\" y —

| By, Masassouias- kpvivioy 7. Kovudkun.
i EAAAZS-GRECE
EMNIETOAIKON AEATAPION
CARTE PO STALE

KITowr % Pefpsvopion (41
Plprass ia,

Kol dvan 18 cuurcé peos 1 Lyée prorex § Eouson- 2

 evia i ody bmuy wal S Gvena hasti aoder

oy mpoldu § muegen doovtan 2 wspuayfet
O ouoat bys deyy v dvromodiiem 2Bydy, ad iy
TP o 105 100 iy Ay Divdusar deo pdpavs lq,%
Soov &8 Cvaiew ok iy 1 Ssin oay vk ey T o’
Dhstir del b Siu oy s Kydvos, st Seekelgu 46
TBhvos wes, uas <ol vy EgM kY tiu«{aﬁaﬁ.ﬁ%
Iywrmiay adply Yuavea i Dpusa Wmu:;’”

- 62pas0 e, sfeviel LpDEN 1oy ud ig adve. . -

“ ’ : ——

by ,uﬂg;&-a,fmuzf > Es NeavZydory

e e "‘lfﬁfw i Btome,

TIMH TIGAHIEQE AP. 3

From Athens (Feb. 7,
1941) in town (Feb. 8).

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare missing.

* Athens
civil censorship.
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From Thessaloniki
(Nov. 13, 1940)
to Athens (Nov. 22).

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare missing.

* Thessaloniki
military censorship.
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F. The 1940 Royal Family illustrated postal cards
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From Thessaloniki (Nov.
14, 1940) to Athens.

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare missing.

. Y

* Thessaloniki
military censorship.
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ALIUTH-EAKA
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From Xanthi
(Oct. 31, 1940)
to Kilkis (15 Nov.).

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare missing.
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* Athens
civil censorship.
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The 1940 Royal Family illustrated postal cards (cont.)
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From Ierapetra (Sep. 12,
1940) to Patra (Sep. 19).

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare 10 I.

AX

EKAQXIE

From Megalopoli, can-
celled with Kalamata-
Tripoli T.P.O. (Aug. 2,
1940), via Corinth
(Aug. 2) to Patra.

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare missing.
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The 1940 Royal Family illustrated postal cards (cont.)
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From Elateia (July 26,
1940) to Thessaloniki
(Aug. 16).

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare missing.
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* The cards were placed
on sale on July 20.
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From Thessaloniki
(Nov. 19, 1940)
to Alexandroupoli.

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare 10 I.
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The 1940 Royal Family illustrated postal cards (cont.)

50%

TIMH TTQAHIEQL AP, 3

ENIZETONIKON AE
CARTE R o 3

W

2 ABLOUN
dVe b ol

-1

From Thessaloniki
(Jan. 2, 1941)
to military P.O. 461.

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare 10 1.,
anti-TB (holidays) 50 I.
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military censorship.

~

{{,

50%

b |

_ &3 gd:M r TIMH TIOAHIEQE nP:_
EAAAL-GRECE or ﬁ ety

EMITONIKON AEATAPRION
CARTE I-_-'D STALE

LD Ko Uc § deys/wltyp
Wm fwr/‘ udpu o/apfwm
lodlone vo gecpw S Epc e
ﬂ,,u, &,Dwﬁn. ovs o &”‘”f“'m’
Wops i fuipe doe B Jeple]

« 9. 1040<22

fw wn(?'c"?“’ A <
bl e e T g
From Athens LoV ggm'ﬂfvm iy S "E

(Dec. 5, 1940)
to Alexandroupoli.

Rates: Postal card 2 D.,
social welfare 10 I.
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Enemies of the regime were displaced on remote islands

The most common enemies of the regime were the communists. They were sent on remote
islands until they signed a written statement that they had nothing to do with communism,
they renounced it and from that point on they would be standing by their government.

The depicted cover revealed two pieces of mail (also shown here) between two brothers at
the very critical point of the life of the whole family.
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In the first (October 31, top), the eldest brother writes ¢ s
to the youngest, who was displaced on Folegandros

and tries to convince him by producing a million

reasons why he should sign the declaration and walk

home free. | ¢ o #)MQ@V) VA o 2

In the second (November 6, right), the youngest 5 / ; / ) '
replies that he finally decided to sign the statement, ' \"'?‘m s "MM § e

; i
buf everythmg must be 40?16 very fast, because he ) pnf;.v?z % vann’ bk wianlalidaci’ ‘43) o ria

will be in danger when it is revealed on the island

that he had signed. 6160 1o/ Cnipp @) gt & BB s b T

— T

Biffoafggg

From Athens (Oct. 31, 1938) to Folegandros (Nov. 4, on the reverse).
Rates: Surface 3 D.,social welfare 50 I.
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COMMEMORATIVE POSTMARKS, HANDSTAMPS, POSTER STAMPS, CACHETS, etc.
Messolonghi Sacred City handstamp (1937)
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From Messolonghi (Apr.
26, 1937, sender’s note on
the reverse) to Patra.

Rates: Postcard surface 2 D.,
social welfare 10 I. (paid
letter rate 50 I. instead).

* A sample of reqular com-
mercial correspondence,
where the stamps were can-
celled with the commemora-
tive handstamp.

* The handstamp was used
on Apr. 25 & 26.

From Athens (Nowv.
15, 1937) to Belfast,
Northern Ireland.
S R TERNATIONALE ik Aty Rates: Surface 8 D.,
. THESSALONIKI N '~ e ok airpost 7 D. since
R S S AT B £ June 8, 1933,

social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

* No commemora-
tive postmark was
ever used for the
annual Thessalo-
niki International
Fair. Each year the
Fair was promoted
by a mechanical
cancellation and a
poster stamp.

* Athens currency
control.
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The Royal Wedding commemoration in red ink (1938)
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From Athens (Jan. 9, 1938) to Voerde, Germany. Rates: Surface 8 D., social welfare (opt.) 1 D., anti-TB (opt.) 20 1.

* Red ink on the mechanical cancellation and on the currency control ligature to commemorate Prince’s Paul wedding to Princess
Frederica of Hanover. Around twenty post offices across the country used red ink on their postmarks on wedding day.

Hygiene Exhibition handstamp (1938)

From Athens to Zurich,
Switzerland (Dec. 30, 1938).

Rates: Postcard surface 5 D.

* A sample of regular corre-
spondence, where the stamps
were cancelled with the com-

memorative handstamp.

* The exhibition was held in
Zappeion, Athens,

from Nov. 13 to Dec. 31.
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International Postal Convention postmark (1938)
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52 Avenue des Champs Elysees
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45, STADIUM STREET
ATHENS - GREECE

SKOURAS FILMS COMPAN

From Athens (May 31, 1938) via Marseilles (June 11, on the reverse) to Paris.
Rates: Surface 8 D., airpost 6 D. since June 1, 1938, social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* May 31, 1938, is thus verified as the earliest day of circulation of the overprinted social welfare 50 1. green,
so far believed to be June 1. Reported in Philotelia no. 648/2008, p. 62.

* The postal convention was held in Athens from May 24 to June 1.

* Athens currency control.
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First Flight cachets between Athens & Herakleion (1939)

30%

From Athens (Apr.
12, 1939) to Herak-
leio (Apr. 13), back
to Athens (Apr. 18).

Rates: Surface 3 D.,
registration 4 D.,
airpost 1 D.,

social welfare 50 1.,
anti-TB (Easter
1939) 50 1.

* Purple cachet
FIRST FLIGHT
ATHENS-HER-
AKLEIO EEES
(Greek initials
of the Hellenic
Company of Air
Transportation).
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From Herakleio (Apr.
13, 1939) to Athens
(Apr. 13).

Rates: Surface 3 D.,
airpost 1 D., social
welfare 50 1., anti-TB
(Easter 1939) 50 1.

* Purple cachet
FIRST FLIGHT
HERAKLEIO-
ATHENS EEES.
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“Herakleio museum”
illustrated postmark “Parnitha shelter”
POST OFFICE INNOVATIONS illustrated postmark

A. Illustrated postmarks

The illustrated postmarks first appeared in 1937. They
were distributed in museums, archaeological sites, rec-
reation parks etc. They were hardly used and the postal
material survived to dated is quite scarce.

!

“Acropolis”
illustrated postmark

(a) on the postcard;
the stamps are cancelled
at the nearby Makrygianni

p.o.

From Athens (Aug. 12, 1937)
to Zidlochovice, Czechoslovakia.

Rates: Reduced postal card rate
for five words text or less at 2 D.

“Acropolis”
illustrated postmark

(b) on the stamps;

the postcard is also
cancelled at the nearby
Makrygianni p.o.

From Athens (Apr. 15, 1938)
to Hermsdorf, Germany.

Rates: Postal card 5 D.,
social welfare (optional) 10 1.
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B. Ship mail handstamps

Joint Directorship of Coastal Transport
[KOINH AIEYOYNZIE ATMOIIAOIKQN XYTKOINQNIQN]
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Cancelled on
SS HELLINIS:

From Piraeus to Lefkas
(30 May 1940).

Rates: Surface 3 D.,
social welfare 50 .

Post Office innovations

Late in 1939, mail-
boxes were placed

on selected domestic
liners. Handstamps
of uniform type were
prepared for the
purpose, bearing the
“Joint Directorship of
Coastal Transport”,
“Actno. 1652”, and
the name of the liner,
all in Greek. Although
31 steamships were
licensed, very few
postal items have
survived to date.

The depicted item

is a company cover,
erreously bearing
AKTOIIAOIKQN
instead of
ATMOIIAOIKQN

From Arta (21 Dec.
1940, on the reverse)
to Piraeus (24 Dec.
1940, on the reverse).
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EMMANOYHA I'. ZTEDANAKIX
PE©YMNON -KPHTHZ

e e e
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Cancelled on
(SS FRINTON):

From Lemnos

to Athens

(22 June 1940, on
the reverse).

Rates: Surface 3 D.,
social welfare 50 1.

AAEADOI X7 XTYLOZTOMOY
EMIMOPOI
KASTPON - AHMNOY

——

Cancelled on
SS FOKION:

From Rethymno

to Athens

(14 Sep. 1940, on
the reverse).

Rates: Surface 3 D.,
social welfare 50 I.
(on the reverse).
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C. Pre-printed covers

On September 1, 1939, two pre-printed covers were placed in circulation, one for domestic
(3+0.50 D.) and one for international use (8+1 D.). They were meant to serve rural areas,
in order to relieve postal customers from buying covers and stamps separately. The domes-
tic covers were scarcely used.

From Vassaras, a village in
Lakonia, Peloponnese
(Oct. 14, 1939),

via Sparti (Oct. 14)

to Athens (Oct. 15 & 16).
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From Palaiomiri, a village
in Arkadia, Peloponnese
(Feb. 7, 1941),

via Megalopoli (Feb. 6)! and
Athens to Chicago IL, USA.

/4

EANHNI

* Megalopoli censorship.
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THE LIMITED USE OF GREEK PERFINS

Perfin stamps in Greece were hardly used. The first law on perfins was issued
in 1930. During the dictatorship period, five companies only were licensed to
use perfin stamps in the following fiscal years (April 1 to March 30):

Office for the protection of Greek figs (1936-37)
Agricultural Bank (1936-40)

Naxos S.A. Industrielle (1937-41)

Ford Motor Company of Greece (1936-41)
Bank of Greece (1936-41)

Of the first two, a single cover has yet to be reported.Very few examples each
have been recorded of Naxos and Ford items. Bank of Greece perfin covers of
branches other than Athens and Thessaloniki are quite uncommon too.

Naxos Société Anonyme Industrielle (NAXOS) perfins

From Syros (Mar. 29, 1939) via Athens (Mar. 30) to New York, USA.
Rates: Surface 8 D., airpost since Jan. 21, 1939, 6 D., social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Airpost stamps not perfined.
* Athens currency control.
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Ford Motor Company (®.E.) perfins
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The limited use of Greek perfins

“Tmay. Zpavitang

50%
From Athens (May 24, 1940)

via New York (June 15)
to Dearborn, M1, USA (June 17).

Rates: Second weight surface (20-40 g)
13 D. (8+5), registration 8 D.

* Athens currency control.
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;/,‘ T e § :0.
. "BANQU‘E pE GREC e Bk
AV e
MESSIEURS Bank of Greece
! 2. _ petfins (T.E.)
ING.-STEFAN -SO¥ITSCH. & CO. iy Athens branch

From Athens (Feb.
2, 1938) to Vienna,
Austria.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,

yIgx 41 . social welfare (opt.)
paid with anti-TB
Wiesberggasse 14/18 - stamps 1 D.
* Athens

currency control.

BANQUELDE GREC -

GOrTLOB FEUCHT
{72
Bank of Greece LYisenstrasce 3?7
perfins (T.E.)
Thessaloniki
branch

From Thessaloniki { PRORIFELY
(June 23, 1938) : ek e e o el

to Pforzheim, : ALIFMAGHE
Germany. :
Rates: Surface 8 D.,

social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

o Thessaloniki
currency control.
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Bank of Greece petfins (T.E.) - Patra branch

y oY

BAN)OUE DE GRECE

v

From Patra (Oct. 7, 1938) via Athens (Oct. 8) to Dortmund, Germany (Oct. 10).
Rates: Second weight surface (20-40 g) 13 D. (8+5), registration 8 D., fourth weight airpost (30-40 g)
since June 8, 1933, 28 D. (4x7), social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Patra currency control.
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Bank of Greece petfins (T.E.) - Kalamata branch

BanQue pE GRECE
SUCCURSALE DE KALAMATA

- -\\
f-'- ‘:\I
& 7 Qs
.‘ . o
\:*\h . /
LEHUANN & Cie =

NUTRAREXBERG- W
(A1lenagne)

L 60%

From Kalamata (Mar. 28, 1937) via Patra (Mar. 30) to Nuremberg, Germany.
Rates: Surface 8 D., social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Kalamata currency control.
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Bank of Greece petfins (T.E.) - Volos branch

—

|
1
,l
i

tlah b o okl
< |

T

From Volos (July 5, 1940) via Athens (July 6) and Lisbon (Aug. 6) to London.
Rates: Surface 8 D., second weight airpost (5-10 g) to Lisbon (as indicated on
the cover) since July 5, 1940, 36 D. (2x18), social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Volos currency control, British censorship on arrival.
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THE PERFINS GIVE WAY TO THE FIRST HASLER FRANKING DEVICES

A o ~ || National Bank
Y i || Hasler device
# AFONIKH TPATIEZA THS EANAAOE A & CIEE A ”i'* =y | no. 5476
& 4 5 ) VAAZ SR
'-’! BANQUE NATIONALE .DE GRECE s. 4 % b From Athens

@ (Dec. 7, 1940)
to New York, USA.

o

5] Eg* 131]0 Rates: Second weight
':i'] surface (20-40 g) 13

= D. (8+5), social wel-

5476 ‘ fare (optional) 1 D.

i * Athens censor-
ajt A ship. Also, a rare
The Bank of Athuns case of US currency

Trust Company : control: The Execu-

‘-Eankr‘] Aoyokpicia

tive Order 8389 was
3 issued on April 10,
205 W 33rd Sbtroel 1940, “to protect the
NEW-YORK (U.S.A.) funds of victims of
; aggression”, when
<ED TO CONTAIN MATTER it became known
SUPTT::[ 1O THE PROVISIONS OF that Denmark
suBJes ¢85 A AMEWDER 4 and Norway were

" EXECUTINE Cileit invaded by the Axis.

AngMQHFE D’ATHENES

SOCIETE ANONYME

THN ZQHN A= B
EIZ THN ETAIPIAN

"O AZTHP, - X\ 7 E2x800

éﬁ‘lﬁlﬁ@ fal]

_ ﬁ‘l?g
Bank of Athens : a

Hasler device
no. 5479

WIZIAN0JOV HMINHVVE

BARCLAYS BANK (D. Os & O.

Cover front from Athens
(Dec. 23, 1940)

to Capetown, - ; =
South Africa. CAPETOWNYN

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
social welfare (optional)
1D.

* Athens censorship.
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AIRMAIL POSTMARKS & CACHETS OF THE HELLENIC P.O.

The first four airmail postmarks in a foreign language (in French)

R et ~ = e ~— - —

ANTQNIOZ MANTZABINOZ ANTOINE MANZAVINOS

~ ABHNAI (KENTPIKON) ATHENES (CENTRALE)
om0 :-" n

Dual circle
postmark

From Athens
(Feb. 21, 1937)
to Holzhausen,

Germany.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
airpost since

June 8, 1933, 7 D.,
social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

* First days of use ALLENMAGNTE
of the postmark.

* Athens
currency control.

HOLZHAU

Mechanical cancellation

M/ £ Wm‘ M M7, Virarins ¢ ,-
Bl s

= g, i

50%

From Athens
(June 3, 1938) to
Cottbus, Germany.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
airpost since June §,
1933, 7 D., social
welfare (opt.) 1 D.

—,

e First days of use of
the cancellation.
e Athens c. control.
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Bridge
postmark
(Type I - narrow)

From Athens
(May 21, 1938)
to Brussels,
Belgium.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
airpost since

June 8, 1933, 7 D.,
social welfare
(optional) 50 1.

e Athens
currency control.

Airmail postmarks & cachets of the Hellenic P.O.

21-5-19%5

S. SAVIDES

Bd ALEXANDRA NO 4
ATHENES

=

G, KATZELIS & Co

ENGINEERS
ATHINAI

.

lessrs. Bridge
postmark

Ruston & Hornsby Ltdey, (Type II - wide)

From Athens
(Dec. 29, 1938)
to Lincoln, UK.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
second weight
airpost (10-20 g.)
since June 8, 1933,
14 D. (2x7),

social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

e Athens
currency control.

| Lin q.gl_n'_
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Airmail postmarks & cachets of the Hellenic P.O.

The misspelled airmail cachet

The misspelled airmail cachet AEPOIIPIKQX instead of AEPOIIOPIKQX was used in
Syntagma Square P.O. in Athens. It is recorded in both dark violet and dark red.

Top
(in dark violet):

From Athens

(Dec. 15, 1939)

to Chicago, IL, USA.
Rates: Surface 8 D.,

third weight airpost
(10-15 g) since Oct ??,
1939, 72 D. (3x24),

social welfare (opt.) 1 D.
* Athens currency control.

Bottom
(in dark red):

From Athens

(July 6, 1940)

to Vienna.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
second weight airpost
(10-20 g) since July 5,
1940, 12 D. (2x6),

social welfare (opt.) 1 D.
* Athens currency control.

CONTROLE DU CHANG

br.J.A.0. Larsen,
University of @hicago,

Dent. of History,
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From Herakleio
(July 27, 1939) to
Brno, Moravia, part
of the newly estab-
lished Reich control-
led Protectorate.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
airpost to Athens

1 D., social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

* Dual-line cachet
in French indi-
cating “by air to
Athens”.

* Herakleio
currency control.

B

Airmail postmarks & cachets of the Hellenic P.O.

By air for part of the trip

—— e

e :
BRUEDERO S VA L D
£ 2 £ 4 y

e N ad
o A%y SO E RN O

o

MORAVIA

x ey, b

LES FILS DE K. CONSTANTINIDES

P. 0. B. No 32

GERMANIA.

P. O. Box 40
CANDIA - CRETE

———

W
=
e
F
<
<
==
<
y %
Sy
A
A
D)
e
~
()
<
£

g Ak £ A €
=i o e LTS oy

From Herakleio
(Dec. 28, 1939)
to Zurich,
Switzerland
(Jan. 1, 1940).

Rates: Second
weight surface
(20-40g) 13 D.,
third weight air-
post (30-45 g)

3 D. (3x1),
social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

* Dual-line cachet
in Greek indicat-
ing “by air to
Athens”.

* Herakleio
currency control.
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Early plane departure

50%

FORGES SPARVERI
.‘ "SALONIQUE

: ETA 1 5
ANAXQPHZIN TOY AEPOmA -‘-\N,C-J’l:’

From Thessaloniki

(Oct. 6, 1937) k.8 . V%/
to Athens (Oct. 7). &' ; W/%/Z;W
Rates: Surface 3 D., 4 #

airpost 1 D.,

social welfare 50 1.,
Thessaloniki 20 1.

Wl &

* Dual line cachet
indicating in Greek
that the cover was
deposited after the
plane’s departure.

From Thessaloniki

— : S b Lo (Jan. 15, 1939)
AEPOMOPIKQ s ' to Prague (Jan. 19

——PAR AVION SRt S e on the reverse).
_ Rates: Surface
I. B. [KOTZAMANH YiOl 853 W F oS (reduced to the Bal-
METAPON MA-I'EIA 12 -15 \ (=) A M- { kans and Czechoslo-
OEEXAAONIKH Loctia e b ] vakia) 6 D., second
Qe ' weight airpost
(10-20 g) since

March 1, 1938, 8 D.
(2x4), social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

* AVION PARTI
G. B. GOTZAMANIS FILS Tehe co--5‘1 ovequie, cachet , indicating
PALAIS MA'I'SSA 12-15 7 that the cover was
THESSALONIKI 7V v deposited after the
(GREGE) Ef{ﬂﬂ, AL (HAN S plane’s departure.
2 . | Thessaloniki cur-
1§ s i rency control.

Por 10 .:2 P?blﬂ‘b Axa,
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Sent by surface

From Thessaloniki
(Nov. 17, 1937)
to Vienna.

Rates: Surface 8 D., B -
airpost since RSl AE nTA 50

June 8, 1933, 7 D., L BT

social welfare AEPOFUPIKO" §
(optional) 1 D. —PAR AVION I

* Paid first weight

airpost rate (to 10 . N i/ |3 - e
g), instead of second ; S e {0 @l Acronomikon |
weight (10-20 g), : 4 . TR
as the handwritten ED oTATES RUBBER C° G.m.b.H.

note in blue “grs
12" indicates. |

The airmail label : g_ N 1T :
was crossed out and | AU THY BN
a bilingual multi- Yy
line cachet was
placed on the cover
indicating “by sur-
face route because
of underpayment of
the airpost rate”.

* Thessaloniki
currency control.

VIT
nvalidenstrasse 7.

Ausetria

From Athens (Mar.
7, 1939) via Buda-
pest (Mar. 8, on the
reverse) to Prague
(Mar. 10, on the
reverse).

Rates: Surface
(reduced to the Bal-
kans and Czechoslo-
vakia) 6 D., second
weight airpost
(10-20 g) since Jan.
21,1939, 11 D.
(2x5.50), social wel-
fare (opt.) 1 D.

* Airmail label
crossed out, indi-
cating that the
cover was sent by
surface mail.

* Athens
currency control.
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Crash mail

S —

. -

e ——————__
L — e —— ™

From Port Said, EQypt (Sep. 30, 1937), to Athens (Oct. 10).

* Salvaged from Imperial Airways' Courtier flying boat, which sunk at Faliro bay, Greece, on Oct. 1, 1937.
* Rectangular handstamp in Greek and French, “From sunk hydroplane”.
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GREEK AIRMAIL TO THE CONTINENTS

A. Airlines in West Africa

The French Régie Air Afrique and the Belgian Sabena alternated weekly

flights to Central Africa, while in 1939 the service became biweekly.
Régie Air Afrique flew from Paris all the way to Tananarive (Antan-
anarivo today), Madagascar, while Sabena flew from Brussels to Elisa-
bethville, Belgian Congo (Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of the
Congo today).

French West Africa (Afrique Occidentale Frangaise, AOF), a federation
of eight colonies, dominated the area and brought in Aéromaritime that
Douala run from Niamey, Niger, via Cotonou, Dahomey (Benin today), west-
bound to Dakar, Senegal, and eastbound to Pointe Noire, French Congo
\ (Republic of the Congo today). When the Niamey-Cotonou leg was sus-
Elisabetimille pended, following the breakout of WWII, mail from Europe was carried

From Marseille

Niamey, A
1

Rukar !

Conakry

® Fort Lamy

to Dakar by Air France.
———> Air France ) ) ) ] _ ]
— > Air Afrique or Sabena Greek airmail to West Africa was first transported by Imperial Airways
——> Acromaritime from Athens to Marseille.

On Air Afrique or Sabena to Belgian Congo

1
[

. L
—
R ——

(=
>
Q.
=
o
i

| ——-PAR AVION

|

From Athens (June 24, 1939) to Elisabethville, Belgian Congo (July 3, on the reverse).
Rates: Surface 8 D., airpost since Jan. 21, 1939, 16 D., social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Elisabethville, Belgian Congo is today Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of the Congo.
* Athens currency control.
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AEDOHODIKQ via FRANCE
——PAR AVION | IS
- ' . Par AVION jusqu’ & CONAKE

TIPS o S ES iy S e e e ey )

On Aéromaritime
to French Guinea _ i . S
(A.O.F.) f 3 i

.
-
-
-~
19
7]
-
=
~
-
(Y]
=
=
-
=]
=
o=
<
A
'

From Athens (May 4, 1940)
via Marseille, Dakar,
Conakry, French Guinea / "-ﬁiaraon Bookants & 0o, Tha e
(Guinea today, June 1). : CLOe XS : ! b \ s
Next, surface to Mamou, ; : . . g
100 km to the interior R g "M A MOU ( Guinée Francaise )
of the colony. ; i i S, AR
AFRIQUE OCCIDENTALE FiANCAISI
Rates: Surface 8 D., T = . g RNy
airpost 21 D.
since Mar. 30, 1940,
social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Athens currency control
and French censorship.

&
b

| T e
0! g g0 1o g0 =S

LG

On Aéro-
maritime

to Cameroon
(A.E.F.)

From Patra (Dec.
6, 1939) via
Marseille (Dec. 9),
Dakar and Douala
(Dec. 17) to Abong
Mbang, Cameroon,
a further 500 km to
the east.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
airpost since

Oct. 1, 1939, 20 D.,
social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

e Athens
currency control
and French
censorship.
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B. Airlines in East Africa

Imperial Airways flew from Southampton to Alexandria and Khartoum
in Sudan all the way to Durban in South Africa. From Khartoum also
run a westbound line service that reached Lagos in Nigeria.

Aléxan-d}’ia L

When Italy captured Ethiopia in 1936, Ala Littoria which already
landed in Tunis and Tripolis added several destinations at the Horn of
Africa to its regular schedule.

Khartoum A

°
Fort Lamy

A few local airlines were established in the 1930s in order to take care
of local transportation and grew very fast. Such an example is South
African Airways.

Greek airmail to East Africa was transported by Imperial Airways.

—— Imperial Airways

—— Imperial Airways (Khartoum-Lagos line)
———— Ala Littoria (ALSA)

~———» South African Airways

On Imperial Airways and Ala Littoria to Ethiopia

From Athens (June 10, 1938) via Alexandria (June 11, on the reverse) to Addis Ababa (June ??, on the reverse).
Rates: Surface 8 D. (on the reverse), registration 8 D. (on the reverse), third weight airpost (10-15 g)
since Mar. 1, 1938, 36 D. (3x12), social welfare (optional, on the reverse) 1 D.
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On Imperial Airways Khartoum-Lagos line to Chad

’.‘w famas! -

From Athens (Feb. 2, 1938) | & sl SV VN0 S11E 3 goromon |2 |
via Khartoum (Feb. 5, on [ S8 e i e
the reverse) to Fort Lamy
(N’Djamena today), Chad
(Feb. 10, on the reverse).

Rates: Surface 8 D., second
weight airpost (5-10 g)
since Oct. 31, 1936,

34 D. (2x17), social welfare
(opt., on the reverse) 1 D.

* Erroneously paid airpost
rates of AOF (Afrique Occi-
dentale Francaise) instead
of AEF (Afrique Equatori-
ale Francaise) which were
cheaper at 22 D. /10 g.

* Athens

currency control.

T —

mim"" .JIKO‘:

—PRPAR AV

From Athens
(Feb. 26, 1938)
to Cape Town,
South Africa.

Rates: Surface
8 D., second
weight airpost
(5-10 g) since
: o 1 Oct. 31, 1936,
A ok "> o ; SF e 34 D. (2x17),
eq.v PONOP! ‘;“giﬂ Y & ) i i , social welfare
L5 ; 3 9 S (opt., on the
reverse) 1 D.

e Athens
currency
control.
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Greek air mail to the Continents

C. Airlines in the Far East

Three airlines used to carry mail from Europe to the Far East,
giving priority of course to their colonial interests: Air France
to the French Indochina, KLM to the Dutch East Indies and
Imperial Airways to Australia.

When the war broke out, Air France changed its route from
the north to the south of the Mediterranean, hence it no longer
used Athens as a night stop. At that time, KLM moved its
terminal from Amsterdam to Naples and continued to use
Athens as a stop over.

In June 1940, following the Geman invasion of the Nethr-
lands and France, Air France suspended its services and KLM
moved its terminal to Lydda, Palestine. This actually means
that during the war most of the Greek mail was left to be car-
ried to the Far East on Imperial Airways.

AT S

Surabaya ==&~ Darwin <
\ 5,
Brisbane
Perth Sy dn ey

t] j Wellington

—— Imperial Airways or KLM/KNILM
———» Quantas
————— » by sea to April 1940, then on TEAL

On Imperial Airways or KLM/KNILM to the Dutch East Indies

PROMETHEUS

FINANCIAL & TECHNICAL CORPORATION
ATHENS, Amerikis Str. 2¢e

From Athens (Mar.
8, 1940) to Sura-
baya, Dutch East

Indies (part of Indo-

nesia today). E '

Rates: Surface 8 D., = 8
airpost 22 D. since 3

Oct. xx, 1939, (paid -g .

13 D. instead), social z-

welfare (optional) : -

1D. 8-

* Athens :

currency control.

- ; -r‘ /—' ro's
AEPOT pN\ON/ TBY AR MALL
‘__',..—'PR

_ .w,s’,/

liessrs. N.V. Java Transport en Handel Maatschappi}],
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On Imperial Airways and on Qantas to West Australia

70%

. i.} i’ ﬁs; ;

hnxxﬁahnzw SOUTH WALES

41.“* e

'N:Lllian Street lr'anch

_{ 144 William ’Stt'eei': s

PER P H  Wehd
A-p s 6.0 20 8

From Patra (Apr. 22, 1939) via Athens (Apr. 24) and Sydney (May 2 & 3) to Perth, Australia (May 4)

Rates: Surface 8 D., registration 8 D., third weight airpost (10-15 g) since Jan. 21, 1939, 75 D. (3x25)
social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Patra currency control.



Greece: The 4th of August regime (1936-41) Greek air mail to the Continents

On Imperial Airways to East Australia

From Piraeus (Feb. 14, 1939)
via Athens (Feb. 14, on the
reverse) to Brisbane, Australia
(Feb. 22, on the reverse).

Rates: Surface 8 D., second
weight airpost (5-10 g) since

Jan. 21,1939, 50 D. (2x25), | = P TR —
social welfare (optional) 1D. | = : 7 o AEPO”OPI K Yj
) & - & . | — PAR AVION
* Piraeus I:

currency control.

On Imperial Airways and by sea to New Zealand

_w
aovblojary

%mazmmm af Fw*
% ﬂ’l * 2

60%

From Mytikas (Jan. 23, 1939)
to Wellington, New Zealand.

Rates: Surface 8 D., second weight air-
post (5-10 g) since Mar. 21, 1939, 40 D.
(2x20), social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Paid cheaper airpost rates, changed
two days earlier, not unusual for a
remote p.o.

* Athens currency control.
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D. Airlines in South America

From W. Afri . .
rom W- Afica Before the war, the flights from Europe to South America were alter-

nating on a weekly basis between Air France from Paris and Deutsche
Natal Lufthansa from Berlin. When the war broke out, Lufthansa immedi-
ately suspended its flights. On November 21, 1939, the Italian LATI,
flying from Rome, took over to compliment Air France. The last Air
France flight to South America left Marseille on June 23, 1940.

Asuncion Rio de Janeiro

Airmail to local destinations was mostly taken care of by the two main
Brazilian competitors, i.e. Condor and Panair.

Before the war, Greek mail was first forwarded from Athens to Mar-
seille by Imperial Airways and then transferred onto either Air France
or Lufthansa.

Buenos Aires

]

——> Air France or Lufthansa or LATI
—————> Panair (Brazil)

On LATI to Brazil

From Athens (June 19,
1940) to Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil (July 11 & 12).

Rates: Surface 8 D., air-
post since June ??, 1940,
114 D., s. w. (opt.) 1 D.

* “Voie Lisbonne” is a
clear indication of the
transportation by LATIL.

* Athens currency control.
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On Panair from Paraguay to Brazil and then on Air France or Lufthansa to Europe

At o AL

From Asuncion,
Paraguay

(July 14, 1939)

to Athens (July 25, on
the reverse).

Rates: Surface 18 pesos,
airpost 102 pesos.

* Flights between
Asuncion and Rio de
Janeiro on Brazilian
airline Panair.

.
P

b

R
=i g

% Mt
e e

(e

(v

From Athens (Nov.
2, 1939) to Buenos
Aires, Argentina
(Nov. 9, on the
reverse).

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
airpost since Oct. ??,
1939, 105 D.,

social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

* It is the period
when Air France
operated alone from
Europe to South
America.

* Athens

currency control.
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E. Airlines in Central America

Mail on the first leg of the trip from Central America
to Europe was transported by Pan American flying
clippers on the line from Panama City to Brownsville
and then on to New York.

Until the introduction of the Pan Am service FAM-18
on May 20, 1939, which flew over the Atlantic, mail-
bags were next loaded on steamers to Le Havre, France,
then on rail to Marseille and finally on air carriers to
final destinations.

ﬁﬁﬁ ' .------>to Le Havre

Brownsville ¢

From San Jose, Costa Rica (Mar. 23, 1937) via
Brownsuville, TX, USA (Mar. 25) and New York
(Mar. 26) to Athens (Apr. 9). Transit and arrival
postmarks on the reverse.

Rates: Fifth weight airpost (20-25 g) 1.45 colon
(0.45 + 4x0.25), registration 0.40 colon.

* The official correspondence between the Greek Com-
mercial Attaché in San Jose and the Finance Minister
in Athens was not subjected to currency control.
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GREECE NEUTRAL DURING THE FIRST YEAR OF WWII

Prelude to WW II: The Spanish Civil War

The Spanish Civil War lasted from July 1936 to April 1940 and -as expected- censor-
ship was applied to correspondence (top cover). Although Spain remained neutral during
WWII, censorship practices continued all along (bottom cover).

From the
National-
ists” capital
Burgos
(Mar. 1,
1938), via
Vienna
(Mar. 5)

to Athens
(Mar. 8).

Rates:
Surface
0.40 Ptas.

* Not paid
the airpost
rates of
1.25 Ptas
since Apr.
1,1937 (or
1.50 Ptas
since Mar.
1, 1938).

* Censored
in Burgos.

wrion 095G 5 o

-

B

-2
Ll

From Piraeus (June 18, 1940) to Marseille,
France, redirected to Barcelona, Spain.

Rates: Surface 8 D., airpost since June ??,
1940, 18 D., social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Piraeus currency control and Barcelona
censorship.
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ALSA flights grounded for two months at the beginning of WW 11
Italian carrier ALSA resumed its Rome-Athens-Rhodes-Haifa pre-war route on October
26, after having been grounded since the beginning of WW 11 on September 3, 1939.

From Athens (Oct. 3 & 25,
1939) to Rhodes,

Italian Dodecanese

(Oct. 27, on the reverse).

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
airpost since Oct. 31, 1936, 2
D., social welfare (opt.) 1 D.

* The cover was postmarked
at the Syntagma square
P.O. on dispatch and post-
marked again three weeks : :
later at the Athens central v <l wAvy. Cav. Elvio Spano Contini
P.O., with the mechanical g
ATHINAI - POSTE AERI-
ENNE. It is fair to suppose RODI (Egeo).
that the second postmark - et .

was placed the day it was .
confirmed that the flights AE pg A'lo EI\E%N
to Rhodes would resume. It  —

was finally postmarked in
Rhodes two days later.

Germany invades Denmark and Norway (April 9, 1940)
Dutch carrier KLM immediately suspended its flights to Paris and London, so Greek mail to
France and England was transported by BOAC direct flights, with much increased rates.

HOTEL GRANDE - BRETAGNE
“LE PETIT PALAIS,
ATHENES

From Athens
(June 4, 1940)
to London.

JONVHI Na 3704iNO

Rates: Surface
8 D., second
weight airpost
(5-10 g) since
May 15, 40
D. (2x20),
social welfare

(opt.) 1 D.

e Athens cur.
control.
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Germany attacks

The Netherlands,

Belgium & France
(May 10, 1940)

From Loutra Aedip-
sos (Oct. 1, 1940) to
Gothenburg, Sweden.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
second weight airpost
(10-20 g) since July 5,
1940, 24 D. (2x12),
social welfare (opt.)
1D.

* On May 10, 1940,
the Swedish ABA
discontinued the
Stockholm-Berlin
line, so Greek mail to
Sweden was carried
by LARES to Bucha-
rest, AEROFLOT to
Moscow, and ABA to
Stokholm.
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2 3 S war on England
PAN. SOL%* e _ _ N _ (June 10, 1940)

| 8Vid13 M s N TN From Athens (June
: e 2 g i, e R [ 8 8, 1940) destined
G S T R to London by rail.
Intercepted in Turin,
Italy, censored, and
returned to Greece.

Rates: Surface 8 D.

* Handstamped
ENIXTPEDETAI
AOTI'Q AIAKO-
[IHXY XYTKOI-
NQNIQN

. .ﬁ ON PARAGON ' g . [Returned 4ue
JUPPRY CO.,LTD : to suspension of
PRRAGON_ WORXLS, services]. This is

| PON ?\ 16 f the first instance
o 35~ this rubber
handstamp was
used. The hands-
tamp was used in
similar situations
until April 1945.
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The fall of France (June 22, 1940)

After the fall of France, the country was divided in two parts. Occupied Northern France
and “Free” Southern France (Vichy France), an ally to the Axis powers. Correspondence
between Northern France and Greece was immediately suspended, while between Vichy
France and Greece continued regularly until the latter was occupied too, in April 1941.

Occupied Northern France

From Paleo Faliro (July 28,
1940) destined to La Garenne
(a Paris suburb), France.

Rates: Postal card surface 5 D.

* Athens currency control on
departure as appropriate.

* Intercepted, sent to Vienna
to be censored and returned
to the sender. By that time,
Greece had entered the war,
and the card was censored for
a second time on arrival in
Athens.

* Handstamped RETOUR A
L’ENVOYEUR and INAD-
MIS, to indicate that the card
was inadmissible to France.

Vichy France

From Athens
(Nowv. 8, 1940)
to Marseille, France.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
social welfare
(optional) 1 D.

* Censored on depar-
ture in Greece and
then in Vienna, it
seems it arrived
safely in Marseilles.

* No restrictions in
correspondence
between Greece and
Vichy France.
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Towards the Greco-Italian War (October 28, 1940)

Permanent
suspension

of ALSA flights

to and from Greece

From Athens (Oct. 26,
1940) to New York.

Rates: Surface 8 D., \ . : : : : & - S 58 RS P 1R A
airpost since May 15, b : = S \UN S
1940, 32 D., : Fepl S - & aT e : :
social welfare (opt.) 1 D.

* The cover was meant
to fly towards Rome on
the scheduled ALSA
flight of Tuesday Oct.
29, which never took
place. It was trans-
ported by rail towards
Lisbon. Censored by
the Italians in Trieste,
it is doubtful if it ever
reached its destination.
* Athens

currency control.

Permanent sus-
pension of DLH
flights to and
from Greece

From Athens
(Oct. 27, 1940)
to Sofia (Nov. 8,
on the reverse).

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
second weight airpost
since Oct. ??, 1939,
6 D. (2x3), social
welfare (opt.) 1 D.

* The cover was sup-
posed to be trans-
ported on the DLH
flight scheduled for
Monday Oct. 28,
which was also sus-
pended. It finally
reached Sofia ten
days later, most
probably by rail.

* Athens c. control.
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GREECE ENGAGED IN WWII

The Axis powers declared war on Greece on October 28, 1940, when the Italian army
attacked the Greek-Albanian border. After five months of hostilities, the Greek army had
secured a territory in Southern Albania (Northern Epirus). On April 6, 1941, the Wehr-
macht invaded Greece from Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. Although assisted by troops from
Great Britain, Australia and New Zealand, the Greek army finally capitulated and the
Wehrmacht marched in Athens on April 27, 1941.

The first day of the Greco-Italian war

40%

From Istanbul (Oct. 26, 1940) via Thessaloniki (Oct. 28) to Ashland, OH, USA.
Rates: Surface 10 krs, airpost since July 50 krs.

* Cancelled in Thessaloniki on Oct. 28, on its way to Lisbon and then to the USA. It missed the suspended
ALSA flights Thessaloniki-Tirana-Rome and Rome-Lisbon. It probably reached Lisbon by rail via Germany.
* The sender, Leon Alyanak was a renowned philatelist and stamp dealer in Istanbul.
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Suspension of mail services between Greece and Italy

From Athens (Oct. 27, 1940)
destined to Milan, Italy.

Rates: Surface 8 D.,
airpost since July 5, 1940, 8
D., social welfare (opt.) 1 D.

* The cover was cancelled
at 24:00 hrs. on the 27th, a
few hours before the begin-

ning of the Greek-Italian
confrontation. Hands-
tamped EIIIXTPEDETAI
AOI'Q AIAKOITHX
ZYTKOINQNIQN

[Returned due to suspen-
sion of services], one of the

very first victims of the war.
* Athens currency control.

Censorship takes over from Currency Control

From Athens to Mytilene, not postmarked but censored
as appropriate. The censor handstamp no. 262 is one in a
numbered series from 1 to 513 applied in Athens, but of a
unique type, much larger in diameter, usually applied on
large items.
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The official postal cards of the Arimy postal service

From Army P.O. 912 (Il Infantry Division, Apr. 14, 1941) to Athens (Apr. 21).

* Sent and received between the fall of the front to the Nazis (Apr. 6) and the arrival of the Nazis in Athens (Apr. 27).
* One of six different illustrations and of sixteen different messages of encouragement at the bottom. Army censorship.

The scarcely used official postal card of the Navy postal service

From Naval Unit 212 (most probably in Navy HQ, Athens, Feb. 21, 1941) to Army P.O. 652 (Provisions Centre “B”).

* In a completely different philosophy of the Army postal service, which issued a lot of different types of postal cards (see above)
and in large quantities, the Navy postal service issued only the depicted type in very limited quantities. Athens civil censorship.
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Italian Army postal cards captured and used by the Greek soldiers

From military P.O. 212 (3rd Army Corps, Jan. 22, 1941) to Athens.

* “Cartolina postale per le Forze Armate” crossed out and written instead: “Hellenic Army” in Greek.
* Military censorship.

The British and Commonwealth Army in Greece

From British F.P.O. 193
(Dec. 6, 1940) to Bornemouth,
Dorset, England.

* Four Field Post Offices were set
up by the British and Common-
wealth Forces that fought in
Greece, namely 192, 193, 194
and 195. Postal items of the
first three F.P.O.s are hard to
come across, while of the fourth
(F.P.O. 195) an item has yet to
be reported.

* British censorship in Cairo.
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Greece engaged in WWII

The Greek counter-offensive inside South Albania (Northern Epirus)
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The Greek counter-offensive started two weeks after the beginning of the hostilities. On
November 22, 1940, the Greek army marched in Korytsa, a Greek stronghold. Most of the
part of Northern Epirus fell the following days: Ag. Saranda and Delvino (Dec. 6); Argy-

rokastro (Dec. 8).

Four post offices opened in the newly occupied area: Korytsa (Dec. 5), Argyrokastro (Dec.

18), Ag. Saranda (Jan. 7, 1941) and Delvino (Feb. 14).

New stamps (Dec. 10, 1940) and stationery (Jan. 1, 1941) overprinted EAAHNIKH

AIOIKHZIX [Greek Administration] were placed in circulation.

The Greek army remained in Northern Epirus until the capitulation in April 20, 1941

(offices closed April 11-15).

Ringing bells! - The fall of Korytsa
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From Athens (Nov. 22, 1940) to Istanbul. Rates: Postal card surface 3.50 D., social welfare (optional) 10 I.

* First lines in the text: “Friday 22, 2:00 p.m. At this moment the bells are ringing joyously and in Athens
flags are everywhere. We took Korytsa! My emotion and joy are unimaginable...”.

* Athens civil censorship.
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The overprinted stamps
Korytsa (Korgé) post office (Dec. 5, 1940 - Apr. 11, 1941)

From Korytsa (Feb. 11, 1941) to Athens. Rates: Surface 3 D., social welfare 50 1. Korytsa civil censorship.

From Korytsa (Feb. 22, 1941) to Athens. Rates: Postal card surface 2 D., social welfare 10 I. Korytsa civil censorship.
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The 2 D. overprinted postal card
Argyrokastro (Gjirokastér) post office (Dec. 18, 1940 - Apr. 13, 1941)
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From Argyrokastro (Feb. 1, 1941) to Athens. Rates: Postal card surface 2 D. Social welfare rate is missing.

* Argyrokastro police censorship.

The 3.50 D. overprinted pre-paid cover
Ag. Saranda (Sarandé) post office (Jan. 7 - Apr. 13, 1941)
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From Ag. Saranda (March 4,
1941) to Mytilene (Mar. 18).

Rates: Pre-paid cover 3.50 D.,
registration 4 D.

* Ag. Saranda naval censorship.
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Last pieces of mail to the Allied world
The Pacific route on Pan Am FAM-14

The Pacific route was added as an option in January 1941. Postal rates for a letter to the U.S.A. were considerably more expensive
at 64 D. /5 g, compared to 23 D. /5 g via the Atlantic route. It was a longer trip, however more secure. Mail was transmitted by
rail via Turkey and Syria to EQypt (a six-days trip) and then on Impe-
rial Airways to Singapore. The flight over the Pacific was taken care
of by the Pan Am service FAM-14 via Hong Kong, Manila, Guam,
Wake, Midway and Honolulu to San Francisco.

To San Francisco

———» Pan Am FAM-14

From Amarousion, Athens (Mar. 21, 1941) to Mobile, AL, USA.
Rates: Surface 8 D., airpost on the Pacific route since Jan. 25, 1941, 64 D., social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Amarousion and Cairo censorships.
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Last pieces of mail to the Allied world
The Pacific route on Pan Am FAM-19
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At sometime in late March 1941, the Hellenic P.O. made arrangements thg’ 3
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to forward mail to the U.S. on an even longer trip via Sydney and

Auckland and there on via New Caledonia, Fiji, Canton and Hono- - - <
lulu to San Francisco on the Pan Am service FAM-19, with even more
expensive rates at 75 D. /5 g.

To San
5 Francisco
When the Nazis occupied Greece, mail to the Allied world was sus-

pended altogether until well after the liberation, on Nov. 1, 1944.
Sydney
\
Auckland
¥

——» TEAL
——>» Pan Am FAM-19
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S .1..3) SCHROEDER BROTHTRS INC...

199 Hudson Street

From Athens (Apr. 13, 1941) via Cairo, EQypt, to New York, USA.
Rates: Surface 8 D., fourth weight airpost (15-20 g) on the Pacific route
since Mar. 25, 1941, 300 D. (4x75), social welfare (optional) 1 D.

* Athens and Cairo censorships.
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April 27, 1941
Athens fall to the Nazis - The 4th of August regime is terminated

To the interesting question whether the Post Office in Athens was open for business on
the day the Germans marched into the Capital, the depicted E.O.N. propaganda illustrated
postal card provides the answer.

50%

_TIMH TIOAHIEQE AP. 3

EAAAS-GRECE

EHIZTOAIKON AEATAPION
PO ST A

)g/’ N ,@;0, ot

l"HFE‘Z 1AX A

N7 w37
2 e 9
k FEF
i i ]
i R jedeads LR
b BT E R 1 g
L 5 > o ot Y gty
> 3
.
s o
» ‘ll
/ 0
q

’ﬁ;t“ﬂw';

FEIPA E.O.N. EKAFTANIEZA

From Athens (Apr. 27, 1941) to Piraeus.
Rates: Postal card 2 D. Also, anti-TB rate 50 lepta.

» Compulsory payment of the anti-TB rate during Easter from Apr. 14 to Apr. 27, 1941.



