The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki

1912-1950

Thessaloniki is the second most important city of Greece and the capital of Macedonia. It is built
in the inlet of Thermaikos gulf, in the North-Western part of the Aegean Sea. In the past, it had an
incessant and agitated history. It was established by Kassandros in 315 B.C., in the beginning of
the Hellenistic era. Romans, Francs and Ottomans conquered the city from time to time.

During the Turkish domination, Thessaloniki was one of the most important cities of the Ottoman
Empire and the biggest harbor of the Aegean Sea. It was the main city of the Balkan Peninsula
therefore it was always an important political, military and economic center. So, inevitably, there
was a need for an extensive postal facility at least during the last two centuries of the Turkish
domination.

On 26 October in the year 1912 the Greek army entered in Thessaloniki and emancipated it from
the Turkish domination. The next day, the Greek post office started its function at the city. On
August 1914, the World War I broke out. From the middle of 1915 a big multinational army, of
500.000 soldiers, comprised the “Armeé d' Orient”. On November 1918 the War finished. Twenty
years of peace followed. On September 1939 World War II broke out. On October 1940 Greece was
attached by Italians who were warded off. A German attack followed, and on April 1941 Greece
was occupied by the German forces. The preoccupancy of Thessaloniki lasted until October 1944.
In the end of October of the same year Greek guerillas (EAM - ELAS) entered the city and stayed
for a few months. A very hard Civil War follows (1946-1949). From the end of the Civil War and
onwards city enjoys a steady period of peace with significant population and economic
development.

Thessaloniki view postcard posted from @EZZAAONIKH 22.9,1920, to France

The exhibit includes in five frames the Greek Post Offices that operated in the city of Thessaloniki
and its outskirts from 1912 to 1950.

Frame 1. Central Post Office - General Services

Frame 2. Central Post Office - General Services, Registered mail & Air mail

Frame 3. Parcel Post Office, Poste Restante, Express mail & Avis de Reception (Declared value)
Frame 4. Taxed mail, Money order & Branch Post Offices of Central Post Office

Frame 5. Branch Post Offices & Censorship of Civilian correspondences

We should mention the fact that until 15% February 1923, Greece, in contrast with many other countries et the world, was still using the Julian
Calendar and only after 15t March 1923 the Gregorian one. To correspond the first with the second one should add 13 days to the first one.



The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Central Post Office - General Services

The Greek Post and Telegraph Office of Thessaloniki were originally housed within the building of the former
Ottoman Post Office on Egnatia Street which was occupied by the Greek policy on the morning of 27" October
1912. The first Greek stamps arrived possibly on the 4" November and after that date the Post Office accepted
items addressed to Greece and abroad. By the end of March 1913 the Post Office moved to a newly - built es-
tablishment on Alexander the Great street (known today as Katouni Street) near the coast. The new building
was completed during the Ottoman Administration. After the Great Fire (Aug. 1917), which destroyed the
Commercial Center of the town, the Post Office was transferred to the only saved building, on the Liberty
Square. After 1930 the Post Office moved to Tsimiski Street.

Salonique

Hbtel des Postes et Telégrephes - General Post Office
(Avant le terrible incendie du 18 sofit 1917)
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Central Post Office from 1913 to 1917, Central Post Office from 1917 to 1930,
on Alexander the Great Street. on Liberty Square.




The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

On 26t October 1912 Thessaloniki was liberated from the Turkish occupation. However for quite a long time
after its liberation, we come across postal items incoming from abroad upon which the senders either out of
ignorance or consciously, address their letters noting “Thessaloniki Turkey” or "Thessaloniki Bulgaria®. The
Greek Transportation Ministry had issued an order to the Management et the Thessaloniki Post Office to return
such items to their senders. The Management though, did not follow this order, and rightly suggested that the
recipients of these “offender” letters should notify their respective senders to use the correct address.
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Letter sent fmm Germany to Thessaloniki with dispatch cancellation HAMBOURG 9 12. 13 The’
sender, a Hambourg commercial firm, addressed the letter to Saloniki Turkei. However Thessalo-

niki had been liberated from Turkey about a year ago. The addressee deleted the words Sealoniki
Furkei and returned the letter to the sender adding in the original teat: «Sir, know that there is
no longer a city in Turkey but in Greece. From now on please do not write on the enve-
lope Salonique Turquie».




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

OELZAAONIKH - Thessaloniki

6 December 1912

Letter card with printed 10 Lepta stamps issue 1912, overprinted with “CTPAT.
TAXYAP. YITHPEZIA ATEAHE”, posted from ®ELZAAONIKH 6 AEKE 1912 (=
19.12.12) to Athens.

Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for letter card into Greece.

30 December 1912
Cover posted from @ELZAAONIKH 30 AEK 1912 (= 12.1.13) and franked with 10 Lepta issue 1912

stamps to ZYPOL 5 IAN 13 (= 18.1.13).
Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for cover into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

©ELEAAONIKH - Thessaloniki

12 December 1912

Registered cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH 12 AEK 1912 (= 25.12.12) and can-
cel with R, franked with a strip of 5 Lepta, 10 Lepta and 25 Lepta issue 1912
stamps, via AGHNAI (A®IEIZ) 16 AEK 12 (= 29.12.12) to ARRAS PAS DE CALAIS

3.1.13.
Postal Rate: 50 Lepta = 25 Lepta for cover and 25 Lepta for registered to France.

22 December 1912

Registered cover posted from @ELLZAAONIKH 22 AEKE 1912 (= 4.1.13), franked with 1 Drs issue 1912
stamps, cancel with “R”, via CONSTANTINOPLE - BRITISH POST OFFICE C 10 JA 13 to CONSTATINOPEL
DEUTSCHE POST 10.1.13.

Postal Rate: 1 Drs = 75 Lepta for triple weight cover and 25 Lepta for registered to Ottoman Empire.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

OELIZAAONIKH - Thessaloniki
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28 December 1912
Registered cover posted from ®@EZZAANONIKH 28 AEKE 12 (= 10.1.13), franked with pair of 25

Lepta issue 1912 stamps, cancel with “R” and “RECOMMANDE’, with Maritime cancel
“PAQUEBOT” (back), via ALEXANDRIA 17.1.13 to BIRKET EL SAB 17.1.13.
Postal Rate: 50 Lepta = 25 Lepta for cover and 25 Lepta for registered to Egypt.
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18 November 1913
Picture postcard posted from @ EZZAAONIKH 18.11.13 (= 1.12.13), franked with 5 Lepta is-

sue 1912 stamps, with cancel “CTPATIQTIKON TAMEION XI MEPAPXIAZ” (= Military Cash
of 11t Division - Thessaloniki) to Piraeus.
Postal Rate: 5 Lepta for picture postcard into Greece.




Central Post Office - General Services

Thessaloniki 1912-1950

©ELEAAONIKH - SALONIQUE

3 Joule 1913
Cover posted from ®EZZAAONIKH - SALONIQUE 3 IOYA 13 (= 16.7.13) and franked with a strip

of 5 Lepta issue 1913 stamps to Athens.
Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for cover into Greece.

12 January 1913
Registered cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH - SALONIQUE 12 IAN 13 (= 25.113), franked with strip of

five of 1 Lepta, 20 Lepta and 25 Lepta issue 1912 stamps, with registered label SALONIQUE and cancel

“CHARGEE”", via GLARUS 17.2.13 to ENNENDA 17.2.13.
Postal Rate: 50 Lepta = 25 Lepta for cover and 25 Lepta for registered to Switzerland.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

©OEZZAAONIKH - Thessaloniki
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1 March 1913

Letter card with printed 10 Lepta stamps issue 1912, overprinted with *“EAAHNIKH
AIOIKHZIE” (Greek Administration) and posted from ®@EZZAAONIKH 1 MAPT 13 (=
14.3.13) to Athens.

Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for letter card into Greece.
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1 May 1913
Cover posted from OELLAAONIKH 1 MAI 13 (= 14.5.13), franked with 10 Lepta issue 1912, 5 Lepta and
10 Lepta issue 1913 stamps, via ALEXANDRIA 23.5.13 to SAN STEFANO 23.5.13 Egypt.

Postal Rate: 25 Lepta for letter to Egypt.



Thessaloniki 1912-50
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Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

©OELLAAONIKH KENTPIKON - Thessaloniki Central Post Office
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15 November 1914

Picture posteard posted from [IPEBEZA .. NOEM 14, franked with 2 x 5 Lepta issue 1913
stamps, via ®@ELZAAONIKH KENTPIKON 15 NOEM 14 (= 28.11.14) to KADI-KEUY
16.11.14. Censorship on arrival: “GALATA CENSOR - Examination has been accom-
plished” (W.W.1).

Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for picture postcard to Ottoman Empire.

©ELLAAONIKH - Thessaloniki

21 November 1915

Picture postcard posted from ®@EZZAAONIKH 21 NOE 15 (= 4.12.15), franked with 10 Lepta
stamps issue 1912, via ALEXANDRIA 13 DE 15, PORT-SAID 14 .XI1.15, DHANUSHKODI-F
28 DEC 15, MADRAS 30 DEC 15 to KALBADEVI BOMBAY 1 JAN 16. With censorship in In-
dia “PASSED BY CENSOR No 11”.

Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for picture postcard to India.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

OELLAAONIKH - Thessaloniki

3 December 1917

Letter card with printed 10 Lepta stamps issue 1910, franked with 5 Lepta issue
1916 stamps, posted from ®@ELZAAONIKH 3 AEK 17 (= 16.12.17), with French
censorship “NO” and Greek censorship “8 M.A.” to Athens.

Postal Rate: 15 Lepta for letter card into Greece.

2 May 1918
Cover posted from ®ELZAAONIKH 12 MAI 18 (= 25.5.18), franked with 10 Lepta issue 1917 and 15
Lepta issue 1918 stamps, with Greek censorship «AOTOKPIZIA ®ELEAAONIKHEs [A.27] and closed
with special tape with bilingual indication <EAAHNIKH AOTOKPIZIA - CENSURE HELLENIQUE», via
ALEXANDRIA 11 JUN 18, PORT SAID 12.VI.18 to Bombay. Censorship on arrived “PASSED CEN-
SOR BOMBAY E.P.C.”

Postal Rate: 25 Lepta for letter to India.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

©OEELAAONIKH - Thessaloniki
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3 April 1925
Postcard with printed 10 Lepta stamps issue 1911 and franked with 30 Lepta issue 1923
stamps, posted from @ELZAAONIKH 3.1V.925, to Patrai.

Postal Rate: 40 Lepta for postcard into Greece.

OEELAAONIKH AIIOETOAH (EEQT.) - Thessaloniki (Abroad) Expedition

SABETAY J. NAHAMA
SALONIQUE

.

Westendstrusse, N°Z0

FRANKFURT a/u,

(Allemagne ) 3

18 May 1926
Cover posted from ®EZZAAONIKH ATIOSTOAH (EEQT.) 18 MAI 26, franked with 2 Drs issue 1919

and pair of 25 Lepta issue 1926 stamps, to Frankfurt.
Postal Rate: 2.50 Drs for cover to Germany.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

OELEAAONIKH AITIOETOAH - Thessaloniki Expedition

17 March 1926
Cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH ATIOZTOAH 17 MAPT 26, franked with 4x20 Lepta and 80 Lepta is-

sue 1923, cancel with “T” and tax manuscript “30”. Taxed on arrival with 50 cent issue 1870/ 74 postage
due stamps and cancelled with TRIEST 20.111.26
Postal Rate: 1.60 Drs for cover (normal Postal Rate 2.50 Drs) to Italy.
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3 October 1932

Cover posted from @EZLAAONIKH AITOZTOAH 3.X.32, franked with 5 Drs issue 1922 and 2 Drs
issue 1932 stamps, to Veles.

Postal Rate: 7 Drs for cover to Yugoslavia.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

OEELLAAONIKH ATIOETOAH EZQTEPIKOY - Thessaloniki Inland Expedition

ttnmfﬁvnnm .10
Wk, COMTTESTORNRCENT ¢

i =

TE? IMPORT EXPORT e
STOA KARASSO 14
e RAEREERRE . - o SRR B (NPTt 1
S
#
Koptov

Havayfv Zolowdv
Edptzidov 9a

'AGF]WJ.Q.

o ~

18 Joule 1935

Cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH ATIOZTOAH EZQTEPIKOY 18 IOYA 35, franked with 3 Drs issue
1933 stamps and 20 Lepta issue 1934 charity stamps, to AOGHNAI ADIEIE 19.VIL.35.

Postal Rate: 3.20 Drs = 3 Drs for cover and 20 Lepta for Thessaloniki International Fair into Greece.

©ELLAAONIKH ATIOETOAH EEQTEPIKOY - Thessaloniki Abroad Expedition
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3 May 1935

Cover posted from ®@EZZAAONIKH AIIOZTOAH EEQTEPIKOY 3 MAI 35, franked with 8 Drs issue
1934 stamps, to Hanover.

Postal Rate: 8 Drs for cover to Germany.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

OEELLAAONIKH - Thessaloniki
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14 July 1936
Postcard posted from @ELZZAAONIKH 14.VIL.36, franked with pair of 1Drs issue 1933 stamps, to
Patrai.

Postal Rate: 2 Drs for postcard into Greece.
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24 February 1939

Cover posted from THESSALONIKI 24.11.39, franked with pair of 3Drs and 2Drs issue 1937 stamps and
pair of 50 Lepta charity stamps issue 1938, to Kraftsdorf.

Postal Rate: 9 Drs = 8 Drs for cover and 1Drs for Social Welfare Fund to Germany.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

8 September 1942

Postcard with printed 7 Drs stamps issue 1942, franked with a pair of 50 Lepta, 2 Drs and a
pair of 10 Drs issue 1937 stamps, posted from THESSALONIKI 8.1X.42, to Germany.
Postal Rate: 30 Drs for postcard to Germany.
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Tohéco-Slovaqule

8 December 1945

Cover posted from THESSALONIKI EXPEDITION 8.XII 45, franked with 5, 10 and 50 Drs issue

1945 stamps, with lorenge “APTYPOKAZTPON 3-12-40” and red boxed “O.A.T.” to Sebastiansberyg.
Postal Rate: 60 Drs for cover to Czechoslovakia.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

OELZAAONIKH 1 - Thessaloniki 1
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29 December 1938
Cover posted from ®EZZAAONIKH 1 25.X11.38, franked with 3 Drs issue 1937 stamp, 20 Lepta issue

1934, 10 Lepta issue 1935, 50 Lepta issue 1938 all charity stamps, to Athens.
Postal Rate: 3.80 Drs for cover into Greece (3 Drs for cover, 20 Lepta Thessaloniki International Fair

Fund, 10 Lepta Postal staff Anti-Tuberculosis Fund and 50 Lepta Social Welfare Fund).
©OELLAAONIKH 2 - Thessaloniki 2
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27 November 1946
Airmail cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH 2 27.X1.46, franked with 2.000 Drs issue 1946 stamp, to New-

York 7 DEC 1946.
Postal Rate: 2.000 Drs for airmail cover to USA (600 Drs for cover and 1.400 Drs for airmail).




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

OEELLAAONIKH 4 - Thessaloniki 4
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15 August 1939
Express cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH 4 15.VIIL.39 with cancel EIIEII'ON (Express), franked with

15 Drs issue 1937 stamps, 20 Lepta issue 1934 and 50 issue 1939 charity stamps, to BOAOZ

15.VIII.39.
Postal Rate: 15.70 Drs for double weight express cover into Greece (5 Drs for double weight cover, 10

Drs for express, 20 Lepta for Thessaloniki International Fair Fund and 50 Lepta Postal staff Anti-
Tuberculosis Fund).




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Central Post Office - General Services

B@ELLAAONIKH 5 - Thessaloniki 5
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10 August 1944
Airpost cover posted from ®@EZZAAONIKH 5 10.VIII.1944, franked with 3x5.000 Drs and 2x25.000
Drs issue 1944 stamps, 5x5.000 Drs issue 1944 charity stamps, to AGHNAI 12.VIII. 1944.

Postal Rate: 90.000 Drs for cover into Greece (50.000 for cover, 15.000 Drs for airpost and 25.000
Drs for Postal staff Anti-Tuberculosis Fund).
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25 August 1943

Airpost cover posted from ®ELZAAONIKH 5 25.VIII.1943, franked with 200 Drs issue 1942 stamps
and 2x5 Drs issue 1942 airpost stamp to Athens. The cover on arrival at the central post office of Ath-
ens unsealing, controlled and closed with special tape with bilingual indication VERIFICATO PER
CENSURA. Cancelled with stamp UFFICIO CENSURA POSTALE ATHEN (ltalian censorship).

Postal Rate: 210 Drs for cover into Greece (200 Drs for cover and 100 Drs for airpost).




The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Registered Mail

From the beginning at its establishment, the Thessaloniki Post Office accepted the handling of registered mail.
The sender had to pay an extra fee, usually being equal to the 1st scale letter Postal Rate.

OELELAAONIKH - Thessaloniki
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16 June 1915

Registered cover posted from @ELEZAAONIKH 16 I0YN 15 (=29.6.15), franked with a pair of 25 Lepta is-
sue 1913 stamps, with registered label SALONIQUE, via NEW YORK 22.7.1915 to PHILADELPHIA 23

JUL 1915,
Postal Rate: 50 Lepta = 25 Lepta for cover and 25 lepta for registered to U.S.A.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Registered Mail

©OEILAAONIKH - EZYETHMENA - Thessaloniki Registered
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16 March 1920

Registered cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH ZYZTHMENA 16 MAPT 20 (= 29.3.20), franked with 3
Lepta issue 1911, 3 Lepta issue 1912, 3 Lepta issue 1912, 2x3, 5 and 30 Lepta issue 1916 stamps, with
Greek censorship “AOTOKPIZIA ®EZZAAONIKHE”, via BASEL BRIEFTRAGER 5.1IV.20 to BASEL 19
KLEINHUNINGEN 6.1V.20.

Postal Rate: 50 Lepta = 25 Lepta for cover and 25 lepta for registered to Switzerland.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Registered Mail

©ELEAAONIKH EYETHMENA - Thessaloniki Registered
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29 October 1927

Registered cover posted from GELZAANONIKH ZYZTHMENA 29.X.27, franked with 2 Drs issue 1919,
2x50 lepta issue 1927 and 5x1 Drs issue 1927 stamps, with registered label THESSALONIKI (back), via
NEUKIRCH 1.11.27 to WEHRSDORF 1.11.27.

Postal Rate: 8 Drs = 4 Drs for cover and 4 Drs for registered to Germany.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Registered Mail

©ELLAAONIKH EYETHMENA - Thessaloniki Registered

Bundeshaus

BERN Schweiz

e, = Suisse EABETIA
Hptm. Hans Fluck Pt T P PPttt
Stab Geb, Bat. 87
Salonique Grece
Vassileos Hiracliou 17

24 October 1927

Registered cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH ZYZTHMENA 24 OKT 27, franked with 2x1 Drs and 2x3
Drs issue 1927 stamps, with registered label THESSALONIKI to BERN 29.X.27.

Postal Rate: 8 Drs = 4 Drs for cover and 4 Drs for registered to Switzerland.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Registered Mail

©ELLAAONIKH EYETHMENA - Thessaloniki Registered
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4 September 1930

Registered cover posted from @ELZAAONIKH ZYETHMENA 4.1X.1930, franked with 8x1 Dr issue
1930 stamps, with registered label THESSALONIKI to NEW YORK REG 17.9.1930.

Postal Rate: 8 Drs = 4 Drs for cover and 4 Drs for registered to USA.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Registered Mail

OEELAAONIKH EYETHMENA - Thessaloniki Registered
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9 December 1933
Registered cover posted from OEZZAAONIKH EYETHMENA 9 XII 1933, franked

with 1 Drs and a pair of 3 Drs issue 1927 stamps, with registered cancel to
AG®HNAI ZYZTHMENA A®IEIL 11.XI11.33.
Postal Rate: 7 Drs = 3 Drs for cover and 4 Drs for registered into Greece.
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21 November 1942

Registered cover posted from @EZEZAAONIKH ZYZTHMENA 21.X1.42, franked with 4x25 Drs issue
1942 stamps and 1 Dr issue 1942 charity stamps, with registered cancel to AAPIZA ZYZTHMENA
24.X1.42.

Postal Rate: 101 Drs = 50 Drs for cover, 1 Dr for Thessaloniki International Fair Fund and 50

Drs for registered into Greece.




The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Air Mail

The first airmail connection between Thessaloniki and Alexandria (Egypt) established in 1930 which soon de-
veloped to cover other countries as well. In 1931 marked the airmail connection between Thessaloniki — Ath-
ens for letter carried by air planes the sender had to pay a special extra fee (depending to distance) which, for

many years, was paid by the use of special airmail stamps.

Fist Flight ATHENS - THESSALONIKI with S.H.C.A. Air Company

10 July 1931
Airmail cover posted from AOHNAI ATIOSTOAH AEPOITOPIKQS 10.VIL.31 (Fist Flight ATHENS - THES-

SALONIKT with S.H.C.A. Air Company), franked with 50 Lepta and 2 x 1Drs issue 1927 stamps, with
cancel “ENAPEIZ AEPOII. ZYTKOINQNIAZ AGHNQN - @EZZAAONIKHE” and “ENAEPIQL - PAR AVION”
to BEZZAAONIKH APIEIZ AEPOITOPIKQZ 10.VIL.31 and with cancel “AEPOITIOPIKH APIEIZ”.

Postal Rate: 2.50 Drs = 1.50 Drs for cover and 1 Drs for airmail into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Air Mail

©ELLAAONIKH AITOETOAH AEPOITIOPIKQE - Thessaloniki Airmail Expedition

17 September 1931
Airmail cover posted from ®@EZZAAONIKH ATIOZTOAH AEPOITOPIKQE 17.1X.31, franked with 10 Lepta

and 6x40 Lepta issue 1927 stamps, with cancel “AEPOITIOPIKQZL - PAR AVION” to AGHNAI ADIEIL AE-

POTIOPIKQE 17.IX.31.
Postal Rate: 2.50 Drs = 1.50 Drs for cover and 1 Drs for airmail into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Air Mail

OELLAAONIKH AINIOETOAH AEPOIIOPIKQE - Thessaloniki Airmail Expedition

12 July 1932
Airmail cover posted from BEZEAANONIKH AIIOZTOAH AEPOIIOPIKQE 12.VIL.32, franked with

3x5 Drs issue 1922 stamps, with cancel “AEPOIIOPIKQZ - PAR AVION” via PARIS GARE DU
NORD AVION 13.VIL.32 to PARIS R.P. 1 DISTRIB. 14.VIL.1932.
Postal Rate: 15 Drs = 5 Drs for cover and 10 Drs for airmail to France.

AEPOIIOPIKQE - PAR AVION

""""'

P,mﬁ' MAIL
PAR AVION

28 May 1947

Registered airmail cover posted from THESSALONIKI RECOMMANDES 28.5.1947, franked with 5.000
Drs issue 1946 stamps, with boxed cancel PAR AVION to NEW YORK REG 3.6.1947. The back side of
cover was cancelled with hand stamp «HAEX®H» (Controlled) and signature of the censor.

Postal Rate: 5.000 Drs = 600 Drs for cover, 600 Drs for registered 3.800 Drs for airmail to USA.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Air Mail

OELLAAONIKH AINMOETOAH AEPOIIOPIKQE - Thessaloniki Airmail Expedition

— ———— S

-

9 October 1934

Airmail cover posted from ®@ELEZAAONIKH ATTIOZTOAH AEPOIIOPIKQL 9.X.34, franked with 2x5 Drs
issue 1922 stamps, 1 Dr, 2 Dr and 2x5 Drs issue 1935 airpost stamp and 20 lepta charity stamp,
with cancel “AEPOITIOPIKQY - PAR AVION” via WIEN 10.X.34 to MUNCHEN 11.10.34.

Postal Rate: 23.20 Drs = 8 Drs for cover, 20 Lepta for Thessaloniki International Fair Fund and 15
Drs for airmail to Germany.

THESSALONIKI AVION

- — == o e ———

: R
s AIEAAAER -

‘ Monsieur Carlo TMFELD

| % AEPONOPIKO] R Platggﬁggg Champel

BYAIR MAIL ) ;
1 PAR AVION 2oy

23 July 1947
Airmail cover posted from THESSALONIKI AVION 23.VIL.47, franked with 250 Drs issue 1946, 50 Drs,
100 Drs and 500 Drs issue 1947 stamps to Geneve.

Postal Rate: 1.000 Drs = 600 Drs for cover and 400 Drs for airmail to Switzerland.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Air Mail

AEPOIIOPIKQE - PAR AVION
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21 October 1941

Airmail cover posted from THESSALONIKI 21.X.41, franked with 4x2 Drs, 4x50 Lepta issue 1937 stamps
and 3x2 Drs issue 1937 airmail stamps, with cancel “AEPOITIOPIKQL - PAR AVION” to Wien.

Postal Rate: 16 Drs = 10 Drs for cover and 6 Drs for airmail to Austria (Germany).




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Air Mail

PAR AVION - VIA CLIPPER - VIA LISBON

3 &

| ALPOMOPIK

W
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16 October 1940
Airmail cover posted from THESSALONIKI 16.X.40, franked with 2 Drs issue 1937 and 6 Drs issue 1940

stamps, 2 Drs and 30Drs issue 1937 airmail stamps, with manuscript “PAR AVION - VIA CLIPPER - VIA LIS-
BON”, with Thessaloniki Exchange Control cancel via ATHINAI POSTE AERIENE 16.X.40 to New York.

Postal Rate: 40 Drs = 8 Drs for cover and 32 Drs for airmail to USA.
AEPOIIOPIKQE - PAR AVION

b 5 4 )
.~ From A.G.Bodourian: - |
¥ 18 K.Paleologhou Str. Pe . ‘1_’13_1? ‘
Thessaloniki,Greecs o e S ]
27 BR men
MI‘. WE.B g g _.
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DEIROQOIT-6:-:MICHIGAN
\
Us Se A
1 February 1946

Registered airmail cover posted from THESSALONIKI RECOMMANDES 1.11.46, without stamps, but with cancel “Taxe
Percu Dr. 1.750”, via NEW YORK 16.2.1946 to DETROIT 17 FEB 1946.
Postal Rate: 1.750 Drs = 150+100 Dr for double weight cover, 200 Dr for registered & 1.300 Dr for airmail to USA




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Air Mail

AEPOIIOPIKQE - PAR AVION

| p— e —— ;__"_H_‘ s ) 1
1 Baez.nm )»g Ruu swoond 3 iedor Fludigdy M|
A nort nonw ; N ). - |
[be & E. TEANTAAH Loy
| ¢ EPMOY 41 - THA. 63-86 el

AEPONOPIKOQL

1B —PAR AVIOTY

-

—

o
e — - e - - - - A - —

11 September 1944

Airmail cover without stamps (because there weren’t any available stamps), but with manuscript note
“Tédog ewenpaxn: K. 200, A. 100, Zuvolo 300" (= Postal Rate payed: normal 200.000 Drs, airmail
100.000 Drs, total 300.000), posted from @EZZAAONIKH 5 11.1X.44 with PAR AVION label to AGH-
NAI A®IEIZ 12 ZEIIT 44.

Postal Rate: 300.000 Drs = 200.000 Drs for cover and 100.000 Drs for airmail, into Greece.




The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Parcel Post Office

In November 1912, a parcel post sub-office begun to operate occupying the area of the Old Customs-House in
the city port.

©EELELAAONIKH - Thessaloniki
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30 Julie 1916
Parcel card form issue 1913 overprinted (1914) with AEIAZ AEIITQN S (= § Lepta), posted from

®EZZAAONIKH 30 IOYA 16 (= 12.8.16) and franked with 3 x 5 Lepta issue 1915 charity stamps,
to ZOPOBITZ 1 AYT 16 (= 14.8.16).

Postal Rate: 20 Lepta for three parcel with cigarettes total weight 11.400 Kgr into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Parcel Post Office

©ELLAAONIKH - Thessaloniki

©EZLAAONIKH ITIAPA THN EYPQITAIKH EYNOIKIA - TAPAPTHMA I
Thessaloniki European Quarter, 1st Branch Post Office
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4 December 1914

Parcel card issue 1901, with red cancel ®ELZZAAONIKH - TIAPA TH EYPQIIAIKH
LYNOIKIA TIAPAPTHMA 1, posted from ®ESEAAONIKH 4 AEK 14 (= 17.12.14),
franked with 40 Lepta issue 1912, 5 Lerta, 30 Lepta and strip of three of 2 Drs issue
1913 stamps, via TIEIPAIEYE, DOMODOSSOLA STAZIONE NOVARI (RACCHI)
3.1.15 to Bale.

Postal Rate: 6.75 Drs for three parcels with opium total weight 14.175 gr to Swit-
zerland.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Parcel Post Office

©OEELLAAONIKH (AEMATA EXQTEP.) - Thessaloniki Parcels of Interior
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25 April 1920

Money order form issue 1901, which were after 1914 over printed in red with «AEATION
ATIOZTOAHZ», to be used as parcel post form. Franked with 30 Lepta issue 1911-21, 5 Lepta issue
1913-27, 10 Lepta issue 1916, 50 Lepta and 2 x 2 Drs issue 1917 and 5 Lepta Red cross issue 1915
charity stamps. Posted from ® EZZAAONIKH (AEMATA EZQTEP.) 25 AIIP 20 (= 8.5.20) to Tripolis.
Postal Rate: 5 Drs for one parcel with underwear’s weight 3.400 gr into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Parcel Post Office

OEEZZAAONIKH AEMATA - Thessaloniki Parcels
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11 November 1930
Parcel card posted from ®EEZZAAONIKH AEMATA 11 NOE 30, franked with 5x25 Drs issue 1922, 1.50Drs, 2Drs and 10Drs

issue 1930 stamps, to [IATHZIA 14.11.1930.
Postal Rate: 138.50 Drs for three parcels weight 25.800 gr with silk into Greece.




Parcel Post Office

Thessaloniki 1912-1950

©ELLAAONIKH AEMATA - Thessaloniki Parcels
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22 Julie 1931

54.95 Drs for parcel with weight 1.600 gr to Switzerland.

2x2 Drs issue 1919, 2x25 Drs issue 1922, 2x10 Lepta and 50 Lepta issue 1927 stamps, via

Parcel card posted from @GEZEAAONIKH AEMATA 22 IOYA 31, franked with 5 Lepta issue 1918,
Yugoslavia to METTMENSTETTEN 29.7.1931 Zurich.

Postal Rate




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Parcel Post Office

OELLAAONIKH AEMATA - Thessaloniki Parcels
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17 October 1940
Bill of goods parcel from Thessaloniki to Kilkis with cancel @ EZZAAONIKH AEMATA 17.X.940.
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30 October 1930
Parcel card posted from ®EZZAAONIKH AEMATA 30 OKT 30, franked with 5 Drs issue 1913/23, 50 Lepta and 1 Drs is-
sue 1927 and 25 Drs issue 1930 stamps, via KAZTPON AHMNOY 2 NOEM 30 to MOYAPOZ 4.X.1930.

Postal Rate: 31.5 Drs for one parcel weight 5.625 gr into Greece.
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Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Parcel Post Office

©ELLAAONIKH AEMATA -

Thessaloniki Parcels

OELLAAONIKH TEAQNEION - TAXYAPOMIKA AEMATA - Thessaloniki Customs - Parcel Post
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1 December 1931
A search request of a postal parcel which had

o
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%0l sibined naraddyou

6. il 1831

Timbre A data

photocopy

been sent from Thessaloniki to Germany and

never received by the recipient. Franked with a pair of 20 Lepta, 80 Lepta and 2 Drs issue
1927 stamps. The parcel was posted in the central office of the city on 29.6.19289. Its search

begun 1.12.1931 and the search request form

followed the same route that the parcel had

previously followed (in brackets there are the dates on which the parcel had originally passed
through). That is: @ELZAAONIKH AEMATA 1.XI1.31 (29.6.29), @EZZAAONIKH TEAQNEION -

TAXYAPOMIKA AEMATA 5 AEK 31 (2.7.29),

DEVDELIJA 12.XI1.31 (6.7.29), MARIBOR 2

BUREAU D’ ECHANGE 16.XI1.31 (10.7.29) arrival MANHEIM 22.12.31 (15.7.29). According

to a statement made by the chief in charge of t
to the origin office of Thessaloniki.

he arrival office, the parcel had been returned

Postal Rate: 8 Drs for a search request of a postal parcel.



The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Post Restante

A poste restante service was available at the Central Post Office of Thessaloniki and this could be used for all
mail, irrespective of origin. This mail was subject to additional postage which at first was prepaid by the
sender, but after 1930 the additional postage was paid by the recipient on receipt of the mail.

OEEELAAONIKH ITAPAMONH - Thessaloniki Poste Restante

30 December 1926

Picture postcard posted from A@HNAI 30 AEK 26, franked with 1 Drs issue 1916 stamps
and 10 Lepta issue 1926 charity stamps to @EZZAAONIKH I[TAPAMONH 3 IAN 27.

Postal Rate: 1.10 Drs = 80 Lepta for picture postcard and 20 Lepta for poste restante
into Greece. 10 Lepta charity issue for Red Cross Fund.

14 August 1934
Airmail cover posted from AGHNAI AITOZTOAH AEPOITOPIKQZ 14.VIIL34, franked with 1 and 2

Drs issue 1926 stamps and 1 Drs issue 1933 airmail stamps and cancel “PAR AVION” to @EZL-
ZAAONIKH A®IEIZ AEPOTIOPIKQE 15.VIIL.34, cancel on arrival “AEPOIIOPIKH A®IEIZ". On ar-
rival franked with 1 Drs issue 1930 postage due stamps and cancel with @EZZAANONIKH TIAPA-

MONH 15 AYT 34.
Postal Rate: 5 Drs = 3 Dr for cover, 1 Drs for airmail and 1 Drs for poste restante into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Poste Restante

OEEEAAONIKH INTAPAMONH - Thessaloniki Poste Restante
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4 October 1934
Airmail cover posted from AOGHNAI ATIOETOAH AEPOITIOPIKQE 4.X.34, franked with 1 and

2 Drs issue 1933 stamps and 1 Drs issue 1933 airmail stamps and cancel “PAR AVION” to
®EZZAANONIKH A®IEIZ AEPOIIOPIKQZL 5.X.34, cancel on arrival “AEPOITIOPIKH APIEIZ”.
On arrival franked with 1 Drs issue 1930 postage due stamps and cancel with @ EZZAAO-
NIKH ITAPAMONH 5 OKT 34.

Postal Rate: 5 Drs = 3 Dr for cover, 1 Dr for airmail & 1 Dr for poste restante into Greece
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16 August 1934

Cover from Athens posted from IIEIPAIEYZ @EZZAAONIKH 16 AYT 1934 (railway pmk), franked
with 1 and 2 Dr issue 1933 stamps to ®EZZAAONIKH A®PIEIZ 18.VIIL.34. On arrival franked with
1 Drissue 1930 postage due stamps and cancel with @EZZAAONIKH ITAPAMONH 19 AYT 34.
Postal Rate: 4 Drs = 3 Drs for cover and 1 Drs for poste restante into Greece.




The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Express mail

It is not fully establishment when Thessaloniki Post Office started to accept the dispatch of express mail. The
sender had to pay an extra fee, usually being equal to the 15t scale letter Postal Rate.
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14 January 1920

Registered and express cover posted from @ELEAAONIKH TTAPAPTHMA AEYKOZ
IIYPI'OZ 14 IAN 1920 (= 27.1.1920), franked with 5 Lepta and pair 25 Lepta issue
1913 and a pair 10 Lepta issue 1917 with cancel “EIIEITON” (= Express), with Greek
censorship «AOT'OKPIZIA @EZZAAONIKHZ» and closed with special tape with bilin-
gual indication <EAAHNIKH AOT'OKPIZIA - CENSURE HELLENIQUE» to ALEXAN-
DRIE 6.2.1920.

Postal Rate: 75 Lepta = 25 Lepta for cover, 25 Lepta for registered and 25 Lepta

Jfor express to Egypt.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Express Mail
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22 February 1943
Airmail and express cover posted from THESSALONIKI RECOMMANDES 22.11.43,

franked with a pair of 25 Drs and a pair of 75 Drs issue 1942, 2 Drs airport stamps
issue 1942 and 1Drs issue 1942 charity stamps, with cancel “AEPOTIOPIKQZL - PAR
AVION” and “KATEIIEITON” (= Express) to AGHNAI AEBIAOY.

Postal Rate: 203 Drs = 100 Drs for cover, 100 Drs for express, 2 Drs for airmail
and 1Dr for Thessaloniki International Fair Fund into Greece.
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31 May 1946
Express cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH AITOZTOAH 31.V.46, franked with 130 Drs and 300
Drs issue 1946/47 stamps and 20/40 Lepta issue 1946 charity stamps, with cancel “ETIEITON”
to AOGHNAI ADIEIZ ... [OYN 1946.

Postal Rate: 430 Drs = 130 Drs for cover and 300 Drs for express into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Express Mail

24 August 1944

Express cover posted from THESSALONIKI EXPEDITION 24.VIIl.44, franked with 40 x 25.000 Drs
issue 1944 stamps, with label EXPRES to Stuttgart.

Postal Rate: 1.000.000 Drs = 500.000 Drs for cover and 500.000 Drs for express to Germany.




The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Avis de reception - Declared value

There were cases in which the sender requested that the respective addressee would sign for the receipt of the
item in question. These items could be: registered letters, declared value letters, parcels or even money orders,
In such a case the P.O. stamped before the dispatch all the items in question with the special cachet reading
“A.R.” (= Avis de reception or Acknowledgement of Receipt). The sender paid an extra fee which was the same
as the 1st scale letter Postal Rate which was affixed to the special receipt accompanying the item. This receipt
was signed by the addressee and subsequently returned to the sender.
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25 September 1915

Registered cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH 24 ZEIT 15 (= 7.10.15), franked with a pair of
25 Lepta issue 1913/27, with registered label and cancel “A.R.” to TRIEST.

Postal Rate: 50 Lepta = 25 Lepta for cover and 25 Lepta for registered to Austria.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Avis de reception - Declared value
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13 April 1931

Receipt of Avis de Reception posted from @EZZAAONIKH ZYZTHMENA 13.1V.1931 to KATEPINH 15.

1V.1931 and return to @EZZAAONIKH ASIEIE 17.1V.1931,
Postal Rate: 3 Drs for Avis de Reception into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Avis de reception - Declared value
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11 December 1947
Receipt of Avis de Reception posted from THESSALONIKI RECOMMANDES 11.XI1.47

franked with a pair of 500 Drs issue 1946 to CASABLANCA 17.XI11.47.
Postal Rate: 1.000 Drs for Avis de Reception to Maroc.
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16 May 1949
Receipt of Avis de Reception posted from THESSALONIKI RECOMMANDES 16.V.49

franked 1.000 Drs issue 1947 to CASABLANCA .V.49 and return to @EZZAAONIKH

28.1V.1949,
Postal Rate: 1.000 Drs for Avis de Reception to Maroc.




The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Taxed Mail

The office of origin applied the hand stamp “T” (= Taxe) on postal items that were found short-paid. The
recipient was obliged to pay the double of the deficiency, which was usually pen-marked by the office of
oridi

26 August 1915

Cover posted from ZLATARITZA 21.VIIL.15 (= 3.9.15), franked with 15 ct. issue 1911 Bulgarian
stamps (as the stamp was insufficient for letter - normal Postal Rate 25 ct.) and tax manuscript “T'
20”, via SOPHIA 23.VIIL.15 (= 5.9.15) to ®ELZZAAONIKH APIEIZ 26 AYT 15 (= 8.9.15). Taxed on
arrival with 20 Lepta issue 1913 postage due stamps and cancelled with @ELZZAAONIKH 26 AYT
15 (= 8.9.15).

Normal Postal Rate: 25 ct for cover from Bulgaria to Greece.

Taxe: 20 Lepta = 2 x (25ct- 15 ct)




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Taxed Mail
photocopy

27 November 1918

Cover posted from BORDAUX 16.11.18, franked with 5+10 c issue 1907 French
stamps (normal Postal Rate 25 ct.) and tax manuscript “T 0.20” to @ EZZAAONIKH
2.. NOE 18. Taxed on arrival with 20 Lepta issue 1913 postage due stamps and
cancelled with BEZZANONIKH 27 NOE 18 (= 10.12.18).

Normal Postal Rate: 25 c for cover from France to Greece.

Taxe: 20 Lepta=2x (25¢c- 15¢)




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Taxed Mail

10 August 1919
Letter card with printed 10 Lepta issue 1913, send from Battleship “Spetsai”
Nafsathmos (Salamina port) 6.8.19 (=19.8.19) posted from AGHNAI (ATIOETOAH) 8
AYT 19 (= 21.8.19) and cancel with boxed EIZIIPAKTEON TEAOZ to Mega Kara-
bournou Thessaloniki ®EZZAAONIKH 10 AYT 19 (=23.8.19). Taxed on arrival with
10 Lepta issue 1913 postage due stamps and cancelled with @ EZZAAONIKH 10
AYT 19 (=23.8.19).

Normal Postal Rate: 15 Lepta for letter card into Greece.

Taxe: 10 Lepta =2 x(15L.- 10L.)

24 December 1925

Cover without stamps posted from TIEIPAIEYZ AIIOZTOAH 22 AEK 25, via
@®EZZAAONIKH AIIOZTOAH 24 AEK 25 to @EZZAAONIKH APIEIZ 26 AEK 25.
Taxed on arrival with 2 Drs issue 1913/23 postage due stamps.

Normal Postal Rate: 1 Drs for cover into Greece.

Taxe: 2 Drs = 2 x (1 Drs - 0 Drs)




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Taxed Mail
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25 May 1920

Letter card with printed 10 Lepta issue 1913, posted from TIPABION 21 MAI 20
(= 3.6.20) and cancel with “T” to @EZZAAONIKH (APIEIZ) 25 MAI 20 (= 7.6.20).
Taxed on arrival with 10 Lepta issue 1913 postage due stamps and cancelled
with @EZZAAONIKH 25 MAI 20 (= 7.6.20).

Normal Postal Rate: 15 Lepta for letter card into Greece.

Taxe: 10 Lepta =2 x (I5L.- 10L.)




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Taxed Mail
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17 November 1944
Cover without stamps with manuscript “The postal rates will be paid by the receiver” posted from

GEZZAAONIKH AITOZTOAH 17.X1.1944 with cancel “EIZIIPAKTEON TEAOZ APAX 6” to Athens.
Normal Postal Rate: 3 Drs for cover into Greece.
Taxe: 6 Drs =2 x (3 Drs - 0 Drs)



Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Taxed Mail

2 August 1945
Cover posted from ®EZZAAONIKH ATIOZTOAH 2.VIL.1945 in town franked with 20 Drs issue 1945
stamps and with cancel “EIZIIPAKTEON TEAOZ APAX 4”. Taxed 4 x 1 Drs issue 1945 Postal staff
Anti-Tuberculosis Fund (charity issue) and cancelled with “EIZTIPAKTEON TEAOZ” (= Taxe).

Normal Postal Rate: 22Drs — 20Drs for double weight letter in town and 2Drs for Postal staff Anti-
Tuberculosis Fund.

Taxe: 4Drs Postal staff Anti-Tuberculosis Fund = 2 x (22 Drs - 20 Drs)



The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Money Orders

The issue of Money Orders by the Central Thessaloniki Post Office started on 24 January 1913. Till that time it
was possible for the holders of Money Orders to cash in their orders.

©EELLAAONIKH (EIIITATAI) - Thessaloniki (Money Orders)
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19 November 1948
Receipt of Money Order (15.000 Drs from Thessaloniki to Veria) with
cancel @ELZAAONIKH EIIITATAI 19 NOE 48.
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17 May 1915

Receipt of Money Order (475 Drs from Thessaloniki to Athens) with
cancel @EZZAAONIKH (EITITATAI) 17 MAI 15 (= 30.5.15).




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Money Orders

©ELILAAONIKH (EIIITATAI) - Thessaloniki (Money Orders)
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21 Mars 1941
Receipt of Money Order (6.000 Drs from Thessaloniki to Karditsa)
with cancel @ELZAAONIKH AEYKOZ ITYPT'OZ 21.1I1,1941.
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28 Mars 1920
Receipt of Money Order (89 Drs from Thessaloniki to Athinai) with
cancel @ELZAAONIKH (EIIITATAI) 28 MAP 20 (= 10.4.20)




The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Branch Post Offices

In August 1914 two new Branch Post Offices begun to operate
in Thessaloniki (apart from the Central Post Office).
Branch Post Office [ (15t B.P.O. - European Quarter)
Branch Post Office II (2nd B.P.O. - White Tower)
As the years gone by, due to the significant building
development and expansion of the city, there has been the
need for the establishment of new Branches. Accordingly, in
the 1930’s besides the Central Post Office, the following
Branches were operating in the city
Exoches
Toumba
Railway Station
Kalamaria
White Tower (former 2nd B.P.O.)
Neapoli
Sedes Airport
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27 August 1914
Postcard with printed 5 lepta issue 1913 and franked with 5 Lepta issue 1913 stamps, posted
from @EZZAANONIKH 27 AYT 14 (= 9.9.1914) with line cancel TIAPAPTHMA 1 (1st Branch Post

Office of European Quarter) to Baskowich.
Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for postcard to Austria.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Branch Post Offices

IAPA THN EYPQIIAIKH LYNOIKIA - [IAPAPTHMA I - European Quarter, 15t Branch Post Office
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30 September 1914
Postcard with printed 10 Lepta stamp issue 1912/ 13, posted from ®EZZAAONIKH 30 ZEIT
14 (= 13.10.14), with cancel «[IAPA THN EYPQITAIKH ZYNOIKIA - TIAPAPTHMA I» to Itrelitz.
Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for postcard to Germany.

©EIELAAONIKH - [IAPAPTHMA EYPQIIAIKH EYNOIKIA
Thessaloniki - Branch Post Office of European Quarter

[~ erECE
Rsn LON IQU

E»«.,

e

4 October 1915

Registered cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH - [TAPAPTHMA EYPQITAIKH ZYNOIKIA 4 OKT 1915, fran-
ked with pair 25 Lepta issue 1912 and 5 Lepta issue 1915 charity stamp, with registered label “SALO-
NIQUE”, to NEW YORK REG. 9.11.1915.

Postal Rate: 55 Lepta = 25 Lepta for cover, 25 Lepta for registered and 5 Lepta for Women'’s Patriotic
League Fund to USA.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Branch Post Offices

©EZLAAONIKH - IAPAPTHMA EYPQIIAIKH EYNOIKIA
Thessaloniki - Branch Post Office of European Quarter
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25 October 1914
Postal stationery with printed 5 Lepta stamp issue 1912/ 13, posted from @ELZZAAONIKH -
TTAPAPTHMA EYPQIIAIKH ZYNOIKIA 25 OKT 14 (= 7.11.14) to AGHNAI A®IEIZ 27 OKT 14
Postal Rate: 5 Lepta for postcard into Greece.

©ELELAAONIKH A! ITAPAPT. - Thessaloniki, 1st Branch Post Office
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THESSALONIKI
4 5 - Odos Frangon

31 March 1927
Registered cover posted from @EZZANONIKH A’ TIAPAPT. 31 MAPT 1927, franked with pair 3 Drs is-
sue 1922 stamp, with registered label “THESSALONIKI Odos Frangon” (1st Branch P. O.), to Wien.
Postal Rate: 6 Drs = 3Drs for cover and 3Drs for registered to Austria.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Branch Post Offices

OEELLAAONIKH A! ITAPAPT. - Thessaloniki, 15t Branch Post Office
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AMERICAN BOARCING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

20 RUE ALLATINI
SALONICA, GREECE

11 March 1926
Printed matter posted from @EZZAAONIKH A! [TAPAPT. 11 MAPT 1926 franked with 10 lepta issue 1913-

27 stamps, into Thessaloniki.
Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for printed matter inside the city.
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©OEILAAONIKH A’ TAX. THA. ITIAPAPT. - Thessaloniki, 15t Branch Post and Telegraph Office
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29 January 1921

Registered cover posted from ®ESZAAONIKH A' TAX. THA. TIAPAPT. 29 IAN 21 (= 11.2.21), franked
with 3x25 lepta issue 1913 stamp, with registered label “SALONIQUE ANNEXE 1” (1st Branch P. O.),
to PARIS 17.2.21.

Postal Rate: 75 Lepta = 25+25 Lepta for double weight cover and 25 Lepta for registered to France.
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©OELLAAONIKH - [IAPAPTHMA AEYKOE IIYPTOZ
Thessaloniki, White Tower Branch Post Office (274 Branch Post Office)
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Souvenir de Salonique.

30 November 1915
Picture postcard posted from ®@EZZAAONIKH - TIAPAPTHMA AEYKOEZ ITYPTOZ 30 NOE 15

(= 13.12.15), franked with 10 Lepta issue 1912 stamp to Jura St Claude.
Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for picture postcard to France

(atte )

7 January 1923

Registered cover posted from ®@ELZAANONIKH ITAPAPTHMA AEYKOZ ITYPI'OZ 7 IAN 23 (= 20.1.1923) , franked
with 4 x 50 Lepta issue 1918 & 2 Drs issue 1919 stamps via MILANO FERROVIA RACCOM. 25 GEN 23 to VE-
RONA RACCOMANDATA 26.1.23.

Postal Rate: 4 Drs = 2 Drs for cover and 2 Drs for registered to Italy.

N Quiteato 6 95%
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©OELLAAONIKH - [IAPAPTHMA AEYKOE ITYPI'OE
Thessaloniki, White Tower Branch Post Office (2rd Branch Post Office)
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29 July 1915
Letter card with 10 Lepta printed stamp issue 1913 posted from @EZZAAONIKH -
TTAPAPTHMA AEYKOZ ITYPI'OZ 29 IOYA 15 (= 11.8.1915), to AIKATEPINH IOYA 15.

Postal Rate: 10 Lepta for letter card into Greece.
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24 February 1926
Registered cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH ZYZTHMENA 24 ®EBP 26 with registered label “THESSA-

LONIKI Annexe II” (2nd Branch P. O.), franked with 5 Drs issue 1922 to NEW YORK REG. 10.3.1926.
Postal Rate: 5 Drs = 2.50 Drs for cover and 2.50 Drs for registered to USA.
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OELLAAONIKH - [IAPAPTHMA AEYKOE ITYPT'OL
Thessaloniki, White Tower Branch Post Office (2nd Branch Post Office)

3 January 1920

Registered cover posted from @ELZZAAONIKH - TTAPAPTHMA AEYKOZ ITYPTOZ 3 IAN 20 (=
16.1.20), franked with 25 Lepta issue 1913, 3 x 10 Lepta issue 1917 stamps and 2 x 2 Lepta
issue 1914 charity stamps, via NEW YORK REG. 17.2.1920, WASHINGTON 19 FEB 1920 to
BIRMINGHAM 21 FEB 1920.

Postal Rate: 59 Lepta (normal Postal Rate 54 Lepta) = 25 Lepta for cover, 25 Lepta for regis-
tered and 4 Lepta for National Welfare Foundation Fund to USA.
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©EZCAAONIKH (EEOXAI) - Thessaloniki (Exochai)
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5 September 1929
Cover posted from ®EEZAAONIKH (EEOXAI) 5 ZEIIT 29, franked with 4 Drs issue 1927 stamp, via @EZZA-

AONIKH A®IEIZ 5 ZEIIT 29 to Boston.
Postal Rate: 4 Drs for cover to USA.

©ELIAAONIKH 1 - EEOXAI - Thessaloniki 1 - Exochai

7 May 1946
Registered cover with registered label THESSALONIKI Exochai, posted from @EZZAAONIKH 1 - EEO-
XAl 7.V.46, franked with 10+20+300 Drs issue 1946 and 20 Drs issue 1946 charity stamps, via ®EL-
TAAONIKH EYETHMENA 8.V.46 to AGHNAI ZYETHMENA A®IEIZ 10.V.46.

Postal Rate: 350 Drs = 130 Drs for cover, 200 Drs for registered and 20 Drs for Postal staff Welfare

Fund into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Branch Post Offices

OEELAAONIKH 2 (TOYMIIA) - Thessaloniki 2 (Toumba)
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5 January 1941

Postal Stationery with printed 2 Dr stamps issue 1939 and franked with 10 Lepta issue 1939
charity stamps. Posted from @ELZAAONIKH 2 (TOYMIIA) 5.1.1941 with THESSALONIKI
CENSORSHIP 95 to Volos.

Postal Rate: 2.10 Drs = 2 Drs for PS and 1 Dr for Social Welfare Fund into Greece.
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18 June 1936

Registered cover with registered label THESSALONIKI II TOUMPA (Annexe), posted from @ELLAAONIKH
2 - TOYMIIA 18.V1.36, franked with 2 Drs issue 1933, 10x50 Lepta issue 1935, 20 Lepta issue 1934
charity stamps, via @EZZAAONIKH EYETHMENA 18.VI1936 to BOAOL ZYET. APIEIE 19.VI.36.

Postal Rate: 7.20 Drs = 3 Drs for cover, 4 Drs for registered and 20 Lepta for Thessaloniki International
Fair Fund into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Branch Post Offices

©OEIILAAONIKH 2 (TOYMIIA) - Thessaloniki 2 (Toumba)

18 August 1940
Receipt of parcel with sweetly weight 2.150 gr from Thessaloniki to Syros with cancel
G®EZZAAONIKH 2 (TOYMIIA) 18.VII1.40

©EZLAAONIKH - TOYMITA - Thessaloniki Toumba

11 September 1929
Cover posted from CETE HERAULT 5.1X.29, via AOHNAI A®IEIL 9 SEIIT. 29, ®ESSANONIKH
11 SEIIT. 29 to ®ESZAAONIKH - TOYMITA 11 SETI29.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Branch Post Offices

©OEELLAAONIKH 3 - EIA. ETAOMOE - Thessaloniki 3 - Railway Station
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24 November 1930

Parcel card posted from ®EZZAAONIKH 3 - ZIA. ZTA®@MOZL 24 NOE 1930, franked with 1.5 Dr, 2 Drs and 15 Drs issue
1930 stamps, via @EZZAAONIKH 25.11.1930 to [TATHZIA 29 NOE 30.

Postal Rate: 18.50 Drs for parcel weight 2.390 gr with shoes into Greece.



Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Branch Post Offices

©GELLAAONIKH - EIAHPOAP. ETAOMOEL - Thessaloniki - Railway Station

24 January 1937
Postal Stationery with printed 2.40 Drs issue 1931 (answer part) and franked with 2 Drs issue 1933, 50

Lepta issue 1935 stamps and 2x50 Lepta issue 1937 charity stamps. Posted from @ELZLAANONIKH - ZI-

AHPOAP. ZTAGMOZL 24.1.37 with Thessaloniki Exchange Control cancel to Dusseldorf.
Postal Rate: 5.90 Drs = 4.90 Drs for PS. (normal rate 5 Drs) & 1 Dr for Social Welfare Fund to Germany.

©EL/NIKH - LIA. ETAGMOE - EIIITATAI - Thessaloniki - Railway Station - Money Order
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15 January 1940
Airmail cover posted from @EZ/NIKH - ZIA. ZTAOMOL - EINITATAI 15.1.40, franked with 8 Drs issue 1937,

1Drs issue 1939 charity and 1Dr+7Drs issue 1937 airpost stamps with Exchange control cachet to Germany.
Postal Rate: 17 Drs = 8 Drs for cover, 8 Drs for airmail and 1Dr for Social Welfare Fund to Germany.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Branch Post Offices

©ELLAAONIKH 4 - KAAAMAPIA - Thessaloniki 4 - Kalamaria
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19 September 1947

Visiting card posted from AOHNAI AIIOZTOAH .. IX.47 and franked with a
pair of 50 Drs issue 1947 stamps, via @EZEZEAANONIKH APIEIZ 18.1X.47 to
®EZZAAONIKH 4 - KAAAMAPIA 19.1X.47.

Postal Rate: 100 Drs for visit card into Greece.
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15 February 1944

Airmail cover posted from @ELLAAONIKH 4 - KAAAMAPIA 15.11.44, franked with 100 Drs and 2x200
Drs issue 1942 stamps, 4x25 Drs issue 1943 airpost stamps via @ELEAAONIKH 15.11.44 to Athens.
Postal Rate: 600 Drs = 500 Drs for cover and 100 Drs for airmail into Greece.



Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Branch Post Offices

©ELLAAONIKH 5 (AEYKOEZ ITYPI'OE) - Thessaloniki 5 (White Tower )

15 December 1950
Airmail cover posted from @ ELZAAONIKH 5 (AEYKOZ ITYPI'OZ) 15.XI1.50 and franked with 1300 Drs is-

sue 1950 stamp, to Ohaio.
Postal Rate: 1.300 Drs for cover to USA.

5 January 1949
Airmail cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH AEYKOZ ITYPI'OZ 5.1.1949, franked with 50 Drs & 2x500 Drs issue

1947 stamps & 50 Drs issue 1946, 2x50 Drs issue 1948 charity stamps, via @ELZAANONIKH 5.1.1949 to Athens.
Postal Rate: 1.200 Drs = 750 Drs for double weight cover, 300 Drs for airmail, 50 Drs for Postal staff Welfare
Fund and 100 Drs for Restoration of Thessaloniki Monuments Fund into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Branch Post Offices

©EEZLAAONIKH 6 (NEAIIOAIE) - Thessaloniki 6 (Neapolis )
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3 March 1950

Airmail registered cover posted from ®EZZANONIKH 6 (NEATIOAIE) 3.3.50, franked with 6 x 50 Drs, 500
Drs and 3 x 1.000 Drs issue 1947 with boxed THESSALONIKI 6 R to USA.

The cover unsealing, controlled & closed with special tape with bilingual indication EAETXOL
TZYNAAAATMATOL - CONTROLE DU CHANGE & was cancelled with cachet EEHAEX®H YIIO THZL
EINITPOITHE ITPOLTAZIAL E@NIKOY NOMIEMATOZ - ®@EZZAAONIKH (Controlled by the Committee
of the National Currency Protection - Thessaloniki) and control number “8”

Postal Rate: 3.800 Drs = 1.000 Drs for cover, 1.500 Drs for registered and 1.300 Drs for airmail to USA.

AEPOAPOMION EEAEE ©EL/NIKHE 7 - Airport Sedes Thessaloniki 7

21 January 1937
Receipt of Money Order (1.500 Drs from Thessaloniki to Syros)
with cancel AEPOAPOMION ZEAEZ @EL/NIKHZ 7 21.1.1937.




The Greek Post Office of Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Censorship of Civilian Correspondence

French Postal Censorship during W.W. I

On 5™ October 1915 the first allied forces SFrench and British) landed at Thessaloniki. Then gradually built a multinational army
which was called “Armeé d’ Orient”. On 3™ June 1916, Commander in Chief General Sarrail, exhibiting strict rule, set the city into
Martial Law. At the same time, the French Military authorities started to impose postal control and censorship of the incoming and
outgoing mail which lasted until the end of the war.

ARMEE D’ ORIENT - CENSURE MILITAIRE
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6 October 1916
Registered letter card with printed 10 lepta stamps issue 1910 and franked with 25
Lepta issue 1912 stamps from Thessaloniki to Switzerland via France. Posted from @EZ-
LAAONIKH 6 OKT 16 (= 19.10.16), with French censorship “ARMEE D’ ORIENT - CEN-
SURE MILITAIRE 217, “NO” (Non Ouverte) and censorship label “CONTROLE POSTAL
MILITAIRE", to Marseille. New censorship cancels with “OUVERT Par I' AUTORITE MILI-
TAIRE 303" (censorship for letters from Greece) and new censorship label “CONTROLE
POSTAL MILITAIRE”. Cancell with MARSEILLE GARE CENTRALISATEUR 10.11.16 and
new censorship cancels SAISI PAR AUTORITE MILITAIRE. Final arrival after 5 months.in
LAUSANNE 18.1I1.17.
Postal Rate: 35 Lepta = 10 Lepta for letter card and 25 Lepta for registered to Switzer-
land.



Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Censorship of Civilian Correspondence
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25 December 1918
Registered cover posted from @ELZAAONIKH 25 AEK 18 (= 7.1.19), franked with 30 Lepta issue
1911, 2x10 Lepta issue 1917 stamps, and 5Lepta charity stamp issue 1914, with French censor-
ship “CONTROLE Par I’ AUTORITE MILITAIRE 17, “NO” and closed with special tape with indica-
tion “CONTROLE POSTAL MILITAIRE” to ZURICH 13.11.1919.

Postal Rate: 55 Lepta = 25 Lepta for letter, 25 Lepta for registered and 5 Lepta for National
Welfare Foundation Fund to France.

SERVICE D'ECHANGES INTERNATIONAUX
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12 December 1916

Cover posted from @ELLAAONIKH 12 AEK 16 (= 25.12.16), franked with 25 Lepta issue 1912 stamps, with
French censorship “ARMEE D’ ORIENT - CENSURE MILITAIRE 257, “NO” and closed with special tape with
indication “CONTROLE POSTAL MILITAIRE” to Paris.

Postal Rate: 25 Lepta for letter to France.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Censorship of Civilian Correspondence

Greek Postal Censorship during W.W. I

In the period 1918-19 the Greek Post Office which was operating in the city imposed postal control and cen-
sorship of the incoming and outgoing civil mail.

AOI'OKPIZIA ©OELZAAONIKHE - Censorship of Thessaloniki

6 September 1919
Registered cover posted from @EZZAAONIKH 6 ZEII 19 (= 19.9.19), franked with 6x5 Lepta and 3x15

Lepta issue 1918 stamps, with Greek censorship «AOT'OKPIZIA ®EZZAAONIKHE» and closed with special
tape with bilingual indication <EAANHNIKH AOT'OKPIZIA - CENSURE HELLENIQUE®» to BASEL 2.X.19.
Postal Rate: 75 Lepta = 50 Lepta for double weigh letter and 25 Lepta for registered to Switzerland.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Censorship of Civilian Correspondence

Greek Postal Censorship 1936

Dictatorship was imposed in Greece by I. Metaxas on 4 August 1936. During the first months all political cor-
respondence which passed through the post office of Thessaloniki was subject to censorship.

YIIHPEEIA AOT'OKPIZIAE - Censorship Service

6 August 1936

Postal stationery with printed 1.50 Drs issue 1927 and franked with 2 Drs issue 1933,
posted from @EZLAAONIKH 6.VIIL.36, with censorship «YITHPEZIA AOI'OKPIZIAZ» to Beo-

grad.
Postal Rate: 3 Drs (normal rate 5 Drs) for postal stationery to Yugoslavia.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Censorship of Civilian Correspondence

Greek Postal Censorship 194041

During the Hellenic - Italian War (October 1940 - April 1941) all outgoing mail, as well as the incoming from
abroad mail was being censored by the Thessaloniki Post Office.

EAAHNIKH AOT'OKPIZIA - GREEK CENSORSHIP

£
W | BECOVMANDEE

<

Q

L=

(=

-

T INTER-SERVICE S.d. THESSALONIKL

z |

= ;

b= z'mmm (1PE NOWDIAL DES CADEAUY

photocopy
b Y \t; %ﬂ e
i 0% M
N ) A6
ozronevz: ... MAPKO Z $QIKOLD. Lw_ﬂ i S
ﬂ., b o %wa s
CEZLALONIXAE.. rp@m&g?@ &-2967,

VIZIdN040V HMINHVVI

L

15 February 1941

Registered envelope with printed stamps 1 Drs + 8 Drs issue 1939, franked with 4x2 Drs issue 1937
stamps posted from THESSALONIKI RECOMMANDES 15.11.41, with cancel “During the censorship
inside the letter were found 30 CHF”. The letter was closed with special tape with indication «EAAH-
NIKH AOT'OKPIZIA» and was sent to BERN 20.11.1941.

Postal Rate: 17 Drs = 8 Drs for envelope, 8 Drs for registered and 1 Dr for Social Welfare Fund to
Switzerland




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Censorship of Civilian Correspondence

ETPATIQTIKH AOI'OKPIEIA - Military Censorship of Thessaloniki
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7 November 1940

Cover posted from ®EZZAAONIKH AITOZTOAH 7.X1.41, franked with 3 Drs is-
sue 1937 stamps and 50 Lepta issue 1939 charity stamps, with censorship
«ZTPATIQTIKH AOT'OKPIZIA 51», closed with special tape with indication «AO-
TOKPIZIA ®EZZAAONIKHZ - CENSURE DE THESSALONIKI» to AGHNAI NEA-
TMOAIZ 14.X1.40,

Postal Rate: 3.50 Drs = 3 Drs for cover 50 Lepta for Social Welfare Fund into

Greece.
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25 December 1940
Cover posted from THESSALONIKI 25.X11.40, franked with 2 Drs issue 1937, 6 Drs issue 1940 stamps

and 50 Lepta issue 1939 charity stamps, with censorship « ETPATIQTIKH AOI'OKPIZIA 93s, closed with
special tape with indication <EAAHNIKH AOT'OKPIZIA» to New York..

Postal Rate: 8.50 Drs (normal rate 9 Drs) = 8 Drs for cover and 50 Lepta (instead of 1 Drs) for Social
Welfare Fund to USA.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Censorship of Civilian Correspondence

AOTI'OKPIEIA OEEEAAONIKHE - Censorship of Thessaloniki

2 January 1941
Postal stationery with printed 5 Drs issue 1939, posted from THESSALONIKI 2.1.41, with
censorship «AOTOKPIZIA ®@EZZAAONIKHE 15» to Palestine. Cancel on arrival with censorship
PALESTINE PASSED BY CENSOR H.11.

Postal Rate: 5 Drs for postal stationery to Palestine.
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18 March 1941

Registered envelope with printed stamps 1 Drs + 8 Drs issue 1939, franked with 2x2 Drs issue
1937 stamps posted from THESSALONIKI RECOMMANDES 18.111.41, with censorship «AOI'O-
KPIZIA @EZZAAONIKHE 50» and «AOT'OKPIZIA ®@EZZAAONIKHE 3» (back), closed with special
tape with indication <EAAHNIKH AOTOKPIZIA» to BELGRADE 26.111.41.

Postal Rate: 13 Drs (normal rate 17 Drs) = 8 Drs for envelope, 4 Drs (instead of 8 Drs) for regis-
tered and 1 Dr for Social Welfare Fund to Yugoslavia.




Censorship of Civilian Correspondence

Thessaloniki 1912-1950

Greek Guerillas Postal Censorship - Thessaloniki December 1944 - -January 1945

At the end of October 1944 the German troops evacuated Thessaloniki and the guerillas of E.A.A.Z. (Greek
Popular Liberation Army - Guerillas Army during the German occupation) took over the city. While in power
they censored all incoming and outgoing mail. They left the city at 14 January 1945.

AOT'OKPIZIA EAAE - Censorship ELAS
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December 1944
Cover posted from AGHNAI AITOZTOAH 28 NOE 44, franked with 2x50L and 2 Drs issue 1944 stamps to

GEZZAAONIKH A®DIEIE ... XII.44. On arrival the cover opened, read and closed with simple paper band
and cancelled with ELAS censorship “AOTI'OKPIZIA EAAL”.
Postal Rate: 3 Drs for cover into Greece.




Thessaloniki 1912-1950 Censorship of Civilian Correspondence

Greek Postal Censorship 1945

In the first year after the liberation of the city from the German Occupation all incoming and outgoing mail was
censored by the Thessaloniki Post Office.

EA. EAETX0OEL - Greek Censor

4 April 1945

Postal stationery with printed 2 Drs issue 1941 stamp (it was not in circulation this period)
franked with 5 Drs and 10 Drs issue 1944 stamps, posted from THESSALONIKI EXPEDITION
4.1V.45, with censorship «EA. EAETXOZ - GREEK CENSOR 230» to East Lynn with U.S. CEN-
SORSHIP - EXAMINED By Censor 8436.

Postal Rate: 15 Drs for postal stationery to USA.

14 August 1945

Postal stationery with printed 5 Drs issue 1939 stamp (it was not in circulation this period)
franked with pair 5 Drs issue 1944 stamps, posted from THESSALONIKI EXPEDITION
14.VIIL.45, with censorship «+EA. EAETXOL - GREEK CENSOR 281» to Claremont California.
Postal Rate: 10 Drs (normal rate 15 Drs) for postal stationery to USA.
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