
INTERNEEs RELATING Το GREEcE, L940-1947
The exhibit presents α balanced material peftaining to the different types of interned persons related to Greece

(prisoners of war, civilian internees, refugees, and displaced persons), during and shoιtly after the Second World War
(1940-1947),

Vital significance is given to the armistice signed by ltaly οη 5 September 1943 (effective from 8 September), as
this forced Germany to take over the areas ι,ιlhich ι,vere under the ltalian Administration until then. This event inevitably
adds to the present exhibit α separate chapter (paιt), as it certainly changed the previous|y existing "status quo" with
Some Very impoftant consequences.

The FIRST PART is focused οη GREECE ΑΤ WAR and the operations from October 1940 to Μαγ 1941 οη:
--The ι,νατ betιryeen ltaly and Greece (October 1940 to April 1941).
--The German attack against Greece (April/May 1941).
This paft of the exhibit shoι,ιls mail from:
1, Italian civilian internees and POWs kept ßη Greek camps (October 1940 to April 1941) or POWs transferred to

Egypt οη their ι,ιιαγ to Australian camps (March 1941).
2. Greek civilian internees and POWs ßη ltalian camps; these ιryere kept there until September 1943.
3. Allied POWs captured by the Germans ßη mainland Greece (April 19α1) and οη Crete (June 1941), gradually

transferred to Germany from June 1941 to February 1942,
4. Greek POWs captured by the Germans ßη noιthern Greece and οη Crete Island, being gradually released οη 5 Μαγ

1941 and from June 1941 to February 1942 respectively.
5, Italian POWs ßη Greek camps liberated by the Germans (july 19α1).

The SECOND PARΤ deals with GREECE UNDER OCCUPATION, italian and/or German, and includes:
-- The ltalian military administration of territories trusted to them by the Germans; this lasted till September 1943.
-- The German military administration of the territories kept by the Germans; this lasted till October 1944,
This part of the exhibit contains maiI from/to:
1, Greek civilians and ex-officers interned ßη ltalian Concentration and other camps or jailed and exiled ßη Greece or

Italy (Μαγ 1941 to September 1943).
2. Greek POWs / civilian internees kept ßη German Concentration and other camps ßη Greece or disolaced persons

and forced ιιlorkers transferred to Germany (April 1941 to October 1944).

Α ΤHIRD PART refers to the consequences of ΠΑLΥ¸ ARMISΠCE ι,νßth the Allied Poιryers, and includes:
-- The taking over by the German miIitary authorities ßη Greece and the disarming of lta|ian units ßη September

1943, ending for α large number of ltalians to become prisoners ßη German hands,
-- The capture by the German Army of α part of the Allied troops that had attempted to occupy some of the Aegean

and the Dodecanese islands (September to November 1943).
-- The recapture of Greek POWs ßη ltaly by the advancing German troops, but also the refuge for some others ι,νhο

succeeded escaping to neutral Sι,ιlitzerland.
According to the above, this paιt of the exhibit comprises:

1. ΜαßΙ betι,ιιeen Greece and ltaly to/from ltalian seιvice men ßη Greece, seized by the Germans and forι,varded to
Germany for inspection prior to be released to addressees.

2, Italian Military Internees (IMIs) detained ßη German camps/ military units and seιyices ßη Greece (September 1943
to October 1944) or housed ßη camps ßη Germany and Yugoslavia (February 1944 to Μαγ 1945).

2. Allied POWs, captured ßη the Dodecanese area (September 1943 to January 1944).
3. Former Greek POWs and civilian internees ßη ltalv, recaptured by the Germans and interned ßη the ltalian Social

Republic or Germany (September 1943 to Μαγ 1945) or escapedto Sι,ιιitzerland (October 1943 to July 1945).

It should be noted here that, of αΙΙ the above material gathered for the present exhibit, ceftain items ι,vere selected
to form αη interestingly special entity: the suspension of postal communications mainly due to ι,ιιατ actions.

Finally, references are made οη the refuqees ιruho fled either to save their lives from the acts of the Reich against
them (Jews) or to enjoy freedom (Greek civilians escaping to refugee camps ßη the Middle East).

The exhibit closes ι,νßth α ροst-ιΛ/ατ section οη liberated Greek civilians and POWs (Μαγ 1945 to April 1946), captured
Italian and German militaries transferred from Greece to British camps ßη Egypt (Oct. 1944 and Μαγ 1945) and German
POWs brought by the British back to Greece after the end of the ι,νατ ßη Europe to ι,νοτΚ (July 1945 to early 1947).

Rετεκεπcεs: ExHιgιτok's ρυgιιsìεο VvoRks (selection):
-Military lnternment, lnstructions for camp postaΙ-orderlies [Swiss -World War ΙΙ correspondence νßα Red Oross betvιleen Greece &
Army Post Office º 943] Egypt [1983]
-Report of the lnternational Committee of the Red Cross IICRC 1 θ48] -Les internÝs grecs en ltalie 1940_43 [,Ι 986]
-Prisoners of War [W. Mason 1 θ54] -German Stalags for ltalian Military lnternees ,1943-45 

[1 987]
-Deutsche Kriegsgefangenen- und lnternieieneinrichtungen [G. -Prisonniers de guerre grecs evadÝs refugiÝs en Suisse 1943-45
Mattiello / W. Vogt ,| θ86] [1988]
-Gli internati militari italiani nei campi tedeschi 1θ43-45 [G. -TheGermanprovisional POWtransitcampatCorinth, 1941 [1989]
Giannoccolo 1θ8θ] -Odyssey of α letter (to αη lndian POW ßη Greece) [1989]
-Das nationalsoziaIistische Lagersystem [Μ. Weinmann et αl. 1θθ0] -Correspondence escaping censorship ßη occupied Greece [1992]
-1θ43, L'anno dell'armisticio [Studio Filatelico Nico 1θθ3] -Undercover addresses during the 2nd World War (including: Greek
-German Concentration Camps 1θ33-1θ45 [Ε. Loerdal 2000] miIitary internees escaped to Turkey) [2000, 2008]
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GREECE ΑΤ VVAR
Italy attacked Greece οη 28 October 1940, The Greek forces attacked ßη turn οη 14 November and after ten days passed the
borders and entered deep ßη southern Albania. The ι,ιιar ended οη 23 April 1941 after the invasion of Germany to Greece, which
already had been launched οη 6 April and led to the occupation of the country.

Both countries collected and gathered immediately the enemy civilians. Except of some of them exchanged ßη November 1940,
the rest ι,vere housed ßη concentration camps.

ITALIAN CIULIAN INTERNEES ΙΝ GREECE
The ltalian subjects and the Greeks of ltalian origin ßη Greece were kept ßη camps ßη Attica and Peloponnese, Greece, being
released after the end of hostilities ßη April 1941.

Their mail ι,ναs first sent οη Greek 2dr. prepaid postal stationery cards, inland rate, recorded censored ßη Athens.

PROVISIONAL COLLECTION CAMP, ATHENS.

Message from internee of ltalian origin ßη "ΗαΙΙ Β",4.11.1940, to
internal address. Athens GPO m/s 5.11.40; arrivaI ßη PiΓaeus
14.11.40. Athens censor markings; examiner #73.

eÝ
Correspondence instructions to relative: When writing to mg always
use postcards like this one. Sealed 1etters are prohibited,
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AREA Νο. 3 CAMP, PATRAS,
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Writing material provided by the camp administration to internal address from internee of ltalian nationality,
resident ßη Greece. Sender's address: 3rd Area, Greece. The cover is ιryritten ßη Greek; message ßη ltalian,
3,12.1940, Greek censor cachet; examiner Νο. "Ε.92", 25.!2,4α,
The stamps affixed οη back ιruere cancelled at destination, Thessa|oniki 26,72,40 (photocopy), to keep secrecy of
the camp's location.
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CAMP AREA Νο. 3, PATRAS.

FοΙΙοιαßηg instructions of the Greek Ministry of Security (5.12,40), the Greek Red Cross soon prepared and printed
postage-free stationery οη light blue cafton for the interned Greek civilians of ltalian origin and ltalian subjects.

θ
Messages from Greek civilian internee of ltalian origin, dated 1Β.12.1940 and 29,12,L940, to internal addresses.

Greek censor cachet; examiner Nos. "Ε.4", "Ε.93υ,
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Manuscript instruction οη top left corner, ßη Greek: Correspondence permitted with postcards οηΙγ, Censorship
(ofΓice).
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GREEK CIVILIAN INTERNEES ΙΝ "EGEo" ITALIAN coLoNY (DoDECANESE)

CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO ELLENICO, RHODES ISLAND.

Wßτh ιταΙγ'ò offensive against Greece οη 28.10,1940, allthe about 300 Greek subjects ßη the "Egeo" Italian Colony (Dodecanese,

south Aegean) were arrested and first concentrated ßη tents at α camp οη the moat of Rhodes-toιvn Castle,
ιη early-January 1941, the camp ι,ιιαò transferred to the stables of the little horses for the ltalian officers and public servants'
children, ι,yhile the aged prisoners \^/ere released, The rest ι,ιιere released after the occupation of Athens by the German forces
οη 27,4,Ι941,

Correspondence ι,vith relatives ι,ιιαs exchanged οη metropolitan ltalian 30c. postal stationery cards (inland rate); the internees
had to buy them or be provided with by relatives.

The messages vvere obligatorily written ßη ltalian; hoι,ιιever, very few have been seen written ßη Greek.

RHoDES-ToWN CASTLE ΜοΑΤ, oCτoBER 1940 - JANUARY 1941.

Postal stationery 30c. (inland rate) postmarked Rood/Egeo 20.11.1940, from Greek resident of Rhodes interned ßη
the "Hellenic Concentration Camp" to relative ßη tovvn,
Text ßη ltalian, Prisoner's underIined instruction to addressee at postdard's top: Esgrivate ßη Italiano α Ια caιtolina
(Write ßη ltalian οη the postcard).
2-1ine camp administrative handstamp "CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO SUDDII NEMICI" (Enemy subjects
concentration camp) used as censor mark.
Inspected also at the Rhodes-town Army Post Office: linear handstamp "Verificato ρεΓ censura - 1".

CA RTOLI
ι ι, ] }ß

ΡΟ SIALE
Π',



CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO ELLENICO, RHODES ISLAND.

RHoDES-ToVVN LIττLE HoRSES SτABLES, JANUARY/APRIL 1941,

,Γ

,#,rÞ
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Italian postal stationery card to prisoner's ιπife οη Patmos island, 24.L,7941; very few internees from other islands
are recorded held ßη the camp, Inspected at the Rhodes-toιrun ΑΡΟ and postmarked Rodi/Egeo 25.1.41.
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Under-rated pictured postcard, 1Β.4.41, accepted and postmarked Rodi/Egeo 19.4.1941
Text αΙΙοιηιεd ßη Greek. inspected at the Rhodes-toι,ιln Army Post Office.
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GREEK CIVILIAN INTERNEES ΙΝ ITALY

Nearιy 450 Greeks, mαßηιγ sτudenτs and seamen found ßη ltaly, were kept detained until the country signed αη Armistice ßη

Sepτember 1943. Their shoft messages, obligatorily ι,vritten ßη ltalian and examined by the camp censors during the six months

of τhe ιηιατ against Greece, are found οη picture postcards, which ιπere forιrvarded postage-free.

CAMPo DI CoNCENTRAMENTo "VILLA oLIVETo", BADIA AL ΡΙΝο / AREZZo.
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Message daτed 20,1.1941, sent postage-free from one of the four Greek civilians interned at the Campo dI

Concenτramento "νßΙΙα olivetd'/ Civitella della Chiana (Arezzo), α large νßΙΙα ßη the centre of α park ßη Chiana Valley.

INτER-cAMε mail to Greek civilian internee at MontechiaruEolo camp/ Parma.
Postmarked Badia αΙ Ρßηο 21.1.41,

CAMPo DI CoNCENTRAMENTo BAGNo Α RIPoLI, ΡοΝΤΕ Α ΕΜΑ / TοSCANA.
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Message daτed 2,2.1941, with manuscript endorsement"Internato civile diguerrd' (civilian internee of war) from α
sailor arrested ιlvith the creι,ιl of α Greek merchant ship ßη ltalian poft/ οη the day the ιτατ ιΛ/αs declared. The creιru

\^/ere interned at the " νßΙΙα Ια Selvd' ßη α park near F|orence.
INTER-òAMρ mai| to Greek civi|ian internee at Montechiarugolo camp/ Parma, recently transferred from Bagno α

Ripoli, Postmarked οη depafture, Ponte α Ema (Firenze) 4,2,4L.



IΤALIAN PRISONERS-OF-VVAR ΙΝ GREEK CAMPS

Αbουτ 22000 ιταιßαη service men \Λ/ere capτured by τhε Greek Army οη the Albanian Front during the 6-month operations of the

tvιιo countries (October 1940 to April 1941),

They ι,vere κeρτ ßη Greek camps ßη peιoponnese, Αττßòα and, later, οη Crete except α feι,V officers, who had been transferred bY

ιhe Briτish το Εgγρτ οη τheir way το camps ßη ιλαßα αηα Australia, Those ßη Greece were released bY the German ArmY ßη JulY

1941 and repatriated,
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italian and Greek miιitary postcards (16/17,3.1941) to ltaΙy, used by ΙtαΙßαη PoWs ßη Greece; ΙoΙ,ΙΙer card used aS

;aipiur"-.urd,,, Greek cÝnsor markings (examineri υΕ.Β1';, "Ε.143"); 3-Iine instructional cachet οη both cards,

Italian tòft: GτòòΚ òòηòοτòhßρ. Be clòar and short; postcards have priority,

Inspecτed aιSo ßη ιταιγ (Rome, examiner Nos. 30, 167). The Greek postcard ιταs forι,ιlarded by the lta|ian Red Cross

SeÜion at Pordenone/ýdine (17.5.41) registered for the rest of the route,
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RECEPτIoN CAMP, ΙοΑΝΝΙΝΑ (EPIRUS).
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Greek military postcards used by the same prisoner οη 6 and 13 February 1941. Upper ωrd bears also the
administrative cachet of the Greek unit [Ιοαηηßηα Depot Battalion] that provided the postcards to him.

Sender's address: Caserma, Gι'αηηßηα (Barrack, Ιοαηηßηα); same indication ιnras de|eted by the Greek examiner οη
the lovιιer ωrd as it vvas ιruritten ιΛ,ßth pencil.

Both items ιΛ/ετε inspected ßη Greece and ltaly.



GREEK MILΠARY BARRACKS, ΙΟΑΝΝΙΝΑ
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Cover ιlvith contents from ltaly sent οη 4.5.1941, about tι,vo ιlveeks after hostilities ended, to ltalian POW once
housed by the Greeks at ßοαηηßηα barracks. Prisoner's details ßη italian/German,, Caserma Giannina (seit 13.Februar
1941)|Ιοαηηßηα Barracks (since 13 Februar 1941)].

The addressee \Λ/αs not found at Ιοαηηßηα and the 37th ltalian "Modena" Division, then occupying Epirus, returned
the letter back to sender οη 2.10.41. Boxed cachet AL ΜΙΤΤΕΝΤΕ / INDIRIZZO Α TERGO (Το sender / Address οη
rear).

Censored ßη ltaly (GR 14, Grosseto) οη departure but also ßη Germany (OKW "g", Vienna) as Greece had been
typical|y occupied by Germany,
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PRISoNERS-oF-IVAR TRANSπ CAMP, ΑΤΗ ENS.
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Italian armed forces postcards to ltaly, used by italian prisoners as "capture-cards", 24 and 25 February 1941, Both
\Λ/riters ιΛ/eτe from the same viΙIage, being caught together οη the same day (consecutive register POW numbering).

Το deface the place of origin (Atene) ιΛ/τßttεη by the prisoners/ the Greek examiner erased it οη the top card, but
had to cut off α part of the other. Censored ßη Greece (Athens 27,Ζ,4Ι, examiner Ε.71) and ßη ltaly (Rome,
examiner 99), Italian Red Cross handstamp (Rome) οη both cards.
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ΠALIAN PRISONERS-OF-VVAR CAMP Νο. 2, KALAMAI (PELOPONNESE),

oUTGoING - INCoMING MAIL

ΤΑΧΥΔΡΟΜΙΚΗ Υ¸ΗΡΕΣΙΑ ΑΙΧtνΙΑΛΩΤΩΝ
ΡΟSΤΕ OES ΡftΙ§ΟΝΝΙΕΒS DE GUERRE
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Greek Red Cross POW postcard from ltalian prisoner/ L2,I2.L940, to ltaly. inspected ßη Greece; examiner "Ε.92".
Italian POW Office 3-Iine handstamp "-ΙΙ PRESIDENTE UFFICIO PRIGIONIERI DI GUERRA (Ecc. Sen. Giuseppe De
MicheIis)", Postmarked at destination, Foggia 2 1. 3. 1941.
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Private postcard from ltaly, 26,2.L047, to ltalian prisoner ßη the camp,
examiner #13). Greek censor handstamp "Ε.Β6" and 3-1ine cachet οη text
clear and short; postcards have priority,

Inspected ßη Genova ("GE" marking,
side, ßη ltalian: Greek censorship. Be



PRISoNERS-oF-WAR CAMP "E", LAVRIoN (ΑΤΠCΑ).
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Greek official printed franchise postcard used by lta|ian POW, to ltaly, Prisoner's address : Campo Concentramento
Lavrion, Grecia,
Greek censor markings "E,97",21.FEB.1941 along with α 3-1ine instructional cachet ßη ltalian: Greek Censorship.
For your interest and to avoid delays, be shoft and clear,
Italian Red Cross cachet (Rome); postmarked Roma 2.Iν,41 and Lequile 4,4,4Ι,
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PRISONERS-OF-VVAR CAMP Νο. 3, TRIPOLIS (PELOPONNESE)

Greek Red Cross lettersheet used as "capture-card" by ltalian officer, 16.3.1941. Greek censor markings; 3-1ine

cachet οη text side, ßη ltalian, Greek censorship. Be clear and short; postcards have priority, Fonιlarded to ltaly
after the end of hostilities. Postmarked υροη arrival at final destination, Sestri/Genova 18.6.41.
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picture postcard/ Β.2.1941, sent postage-free from italy to Campo prigionieri ff { postmarked Gragnano 9.2.41.

Censored ßη ltaly (Rome) and ßη Greece "Ε.Β1" and 3-1ine instructional cachet, ßη ltalian: Greek censorship. Be c1ear

and shoιt; postcards have priority.

PRISoNERS-oF-VVAR CAMP 4, CHALKIS (ΕυΒοΕΑ).

ουτòοιι.ιò - INcoιrηIιιιc Μπι

Greek Red Cross poW lettersheet to italy, 27.1.1941, from ltalian POW ßη camp. Greek censor markings "Ε,92",

3.2.41_, and 3-Iine instructional cachet οη text side ßη ltalian Greek censorship, For your interest and to avoid delays
be shoft and clear,
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ITALIAN POWs ΙΝ GREEK MILITARY HOSPITALS

2nd GREEK MILπARY HOSPIΤAL, ATHENS
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Greek military postcard (5.12.1940) from italian POW, announcing to relatives his ιηιουηdßη9 and capture.
Inspected ßη Greece (examiner Ε.11, ßη violet) and ßη ltaly (examiner #60, ßη red).

Camp's location οη the return address and the message hidden ι,vith Greek examiner's cachet ßη blue pad ßηΚ, Paft
of the message covered ιryith black ßηΚ by the ltalian examiner.

Postmarked οη arrival at destination, Adreis (Udine) 23,12.L940,



lst GREEK MILΠARY HOSPITAL, ATHENS.
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ΑτΕ^ΕΣ
FRANC DE ΡΟΒΤ,

Greek Red Cross postcard (12.1.1941) and lettersheet (2.3.1941) used by wounded ltalian POWs. Greek and ltalian
censor markings, Paft of the lettersheet with fascist year indication οη the prisoner's message ιηιαs cut off by the
Greek censor; the cutting ι,ιιαs stamped ιryith the censorship ofΓice's cachet.

3-1ine instructional cachet ßη ltalian: Greek censor;hip. For your interest and to avoid delays, be short and clear.
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GREEK MILITARY HoSPπAL, KoRYTSA (occUPIED ALBANIA)
Italian non-military stationery card captured ιnith the ιryounded prisoner, The hospital's ofΓicial cachet was applied

οη ßη order to αΙΙοιηι him ßη using the postcard to announce his captivity. Message ιryritten οη 11.3.1941.
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GREEK MILIΤARY HOSPΠAL, SALONICA.

Card from ltaly postmarked Ambra/Arezzo 3.3.41 to ltalian POW at Ospedale Militarg 9alonicca, Greece

) Both items ιπere examined ßη Greece (see also the 3-Iine instructional cachet ßη ltalian:
Greek censorship. Be clear and shoιt; postcards have priority), and ßη ltaly.
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BASE REGIMENT CoNVALESCENT υΝΙΤ, ΙοΑΝΝΙΝΑ (EPIRUS).

Greek military postcard used by ItaIian POW as "capture-card", Ζ2.Ι.1941, to ltaly. Greek censor markings applied
οη 13.2.41along with α 3-1ine cachet ßη ltalian: Greek censorship. For your Interest and to avoid delays, be shoιt
and clear.Inspected also ßη Udine, Italy,
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From the same prisoner, almost tιηιο months later, 12.3.1941. Camp designation ßη Greek added under his name
"Σ.2.Λ.Ε,, Τ.Τ. 752" [2nd Base Company (Sanitary), Army Postal Sector 752] and "Grecia".

Inspected οηΙγ ßη Greece as the card arrived ßη ltaly (19.6.41) tιlyo months after the end of hostilities ßη April 1941.
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CAMPo P.G. SERVIGLIANo, AScoLI PISENo (ΓALY).
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POW ltalian postcards to Greece, 1.10.41 & 23.11.41, sent by α Greek constable/ captured οη Crete Island ßη Μαγ
1941 and transferred to POW concentration camp near Servigliano. Ιnspected both ßη Rome.
Postmarked οη arrival, Kerkyra (Coιfu) Β.11.41 and 15.1.42 respectively.
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cAMPo P.G. BACU ABIS, SARDINIA (ΠALY),
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Undated envelope from Greek prisoner to the USA; 2-1ine camp cachet and manuscript endorsement " νßα Crosa
Rossd'(Via Red Cross). Return address οη flap (photocopy),

Estimated sent before February t942, as camp designation numbers ßη ltaly ι,vere not introduced yet.

Inspected ßη Rome (numeral "Ι", examiner #196); markings and sealing tape οη rear.
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ΤΗΕ GERMAN INTERVENTIoN AND ITS CoNSEQUENCES

The German assault against Greece, to assist her αΙΙγ ltaly, was foreseen coming by the time the German armed forces entered
Romania ßη January 1941.
Βγ order of the Greek Military High Command, the prisoner-of-ιvar Greek camps were disbanded ι,vith the exception of the camp
at Corinth (Β,000 population), and about 14,000 ltalian prisoners \Λ/ere transferred to Crete ßη February and March.

Germany's attack ιναs finally launched οη 6 April, and Greece except Crete ι,ναs occupied by the end of the month. Iη the
meantime, withdraιving British forces took as many ltalian officers as possible with them to Egypt. ΑΙΙ these vιlere soon sent
fuιther to POW camps ßη India and Australia.

Those left ßη Greece were gathered to α special camp near Corinth, where the former Greek camp for ltalian POWs was, from
which they were repatriated since mid-July 1941.

ΠALIAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR CAMP Νο. 1, CORINTH (PELOPONNESE)
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Greek Red Cross stationery card dated 9.4.1941, from ltalian oificer ßη Greek Camp Νο. 1, Corinth; not submitted
for examination due to abnormality of communications. The postcard ιΛ/αs given to be forι,ιιarded by the Italian
military postal service after the Germans occupied mainland Greece by the end of the month. Νο ltalian
censor/postal markings. Addressee's manuscript endorsement for receiving: Rbevuta ßΙ 1Β/6/41,
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PRISONERS OF WAR CAMP Ι, CRETE.

photocOpy
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Messages dated 22.4.1941 (Greek Red Cross stationery card supplied to ltalian POW ι,νhßΙε he ιryas before ßη the
Greek Camp Β, Kalamai/Peloponnese -cert, attached) and 26,4,t94Ι (ρΙαßη paper and cover ιruith camp's
administrative cachet οη unsealed flaps provided to another POW by the administration of the newly established
camp οη Crete due to lack of stereotyped Greek Red Cross stationery).

Both items were dispatched after 5 months, fοΙΙοινßηg the island¸ seizure by the Germans ßη end-May and the
restoration of communications ιryith Athens and ltaly much later. Postmarked ΡΟSΤΑ MILΠARE Ν. 550 SEZ. Α
2ι,9.4Ι and 22.9.41 respectively by the ltalian Field Post OfΓice 550, Section "Α" based at Aghios Nicolaos ßη the
italian-administrated sector of (Eastern) Crete, Faint transit Rome postmark οη the cover, Β,10.41.
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ITALIAN Ρ.ο.νη/. oFFICERS TRANSFERRED ABRoAD
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Private postcard from ltaly, ι,vritten οη 29.6,1941, forι,varded through the Red Cross channel to ltalian officer
captured ßη Greece and transferred to Egypt. Redirected to Murchison, Camp Νο. 13, Victoria/Australia. Addressee's
m/s endorsement "6.-/2.41"for receiving, Inspected ßη ltaly, Egypt (British censor) and Australia,
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Postcard from ltaly, ιryritten οη 17.7.1941, expedited νßα Germany to the same POW ßη Egypt. Pencil endorsement
"Australid'for redirection to Myftleford, Camp Νο. 5, Victoria; camp's handstamp οη receiving.

Stamped ΝΟΤ KNOWN by the Melbourne POW Information Bureau as the prisoner had not arrived (from Murchison
Camp) yet. Inspected ßη ltaly (Rome, Ministry of the Νανγ), Germany (Vienna ΟΜ'g'), Egypt (ΡΟ!Ι/ British censor)
and Austra|ia (Military Districi 3, Victoria).
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GREEK PRISONERS-OF_WAR ΙΝ TEMPORARY GERMAN CAMPS, GREECE

After truce ι,vas signed by the German and the Greek High Command, tι,ιιο German temporary camps \^/ere formed near the
τοιιιηò of Florina and Drama, Macedonia οη 20 April 1941, to house the Greek units surrendered ßη nofthern Greece. Οη Hitler¸
orders ßη τhε end of the month, the capitulated Greek army was set free and both camps closed the first days of Μαγ.

PRISoNERS οF VVAR CAMP, DRAMA (NoRTHERN GREECE).
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Florina

Shoft message οη Greek military postcard/
2Ι,4,1,94Ι, sent to relative from α Greek officer
held ßη the camp. Text ßη Greek, not censored.
Postmarked Drama 24,4,4Ι; backstamped οη
arrival at desti Thivai 17.5.41.

KRIEGSGEFANGENEN LAGER,
FLoRINA (NoRTHERN GREECE).

DISCHARGE CERΠFICAΤE
Prisoner Filipoussis Frankiskos ι,ι/as today released
from captivity. He is permitted to reach his
domicile ßη Athens. FIorina 3 Μαγt94Ι.

Signed by the camp's commandant and stamped
ιryith the "Dienstelle Feldpost Nr. 273Β9" cachet,
allotted to Landesschutzen Bataillon 576, one of
the independent guard units under the orders of
the Wehrmacht.
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ALLIED PRISONERS-OF-VVAR ΙΝ GERMAN CAMPS, GREECE

Greek, British, Australian, New Zealand, Indian, Cypriot, and PaIestinian combatants were held prisoners, The Greeks ι,vere
progressively liberated betι,veen May/June 1941 and February 1942; the al|ies were transpoιted to Germany during the same
period. German POWs have also been recorded but ηο mail from them likely exists as they αΙΙ ιιιere released by the Greeks right
after Germany¸ victory.
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Cover from Νειν Zealand ιryith 9d. stamp cancelled Nelson 22,Β,Ι94Ι, to Ν.Ζ. POW ßη Greece through the
International Red Cross Committee, Geneva,
Manuscript instructional endorsement Air MaiIcrossed out. Νειτ Zealand O.B.C, tape with Wellington censor #24.
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Cover from England ιlvith 5d. stamp cancelled CardifΓ 20.9.1941, to British POW Ιη Greece through the ICRC,
Geneva. P.C. 90 tape Ο.Β.Ε. 4064 (London), ICRC manuscript endorsement ιlvith POW's ηει,ιι number and camp
"Stalag νΙΙΙΒ', Lamsdoιf (Lambinowice, Poland) to forιryard the received message to.



χtΝτΡOΝ ΑιχιºηΛΩτΩΝ - cAMP DES PRιSONNIEl]S DE 6UERRE
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DULAG CORINTH, PELOPONNESE.
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ΤΑΧΥΔΡΟΜΙΚΗ ΥΠΗΡΕΣΙΑ ΑΙΧΜΑ^ΩΤΩΝ
ΡΟSΤΕ DES PRΙSONNΙERS DE GUERRE

Ε:Λ^ΑΣ - GRECE

ΔΕΛΤΑΡι()Ν - cΑRτΕ P()SτALE

fu*r4, f, φ"",,γ<"rγ,
ΑτΕΛΕΣ - FEηNc DE ΡοΒΤ q

ΑΠΟΣΤΟΛΕΥΣ - ΕΧΡΕDΙΤΕυR
7€,ο/,

ºρ. Αßχìιαλþ του;
Ι{ο ßυ Prisonnier'

ΚÝντρον Α ßχìαλòßιτοιν :

Caιrιp ιlε Prisoτlniers :

¼γοìα;
Nour ß ß/

"Οδüò ß Rfie

Xrilga ; Pays'

'Επαρχ,: Proviιrce :

Greek Red Cross postcard for use by ltaIian POWs ßη Greece before the occupation to England, 14.5.1941, used ßη
the German transit POW camp at Corinth as "capture-card" by α British soldier surrendered at Kalamai οη
Ζ7,4,ι94L,
Itinerary: Corinth, Berlin, Stuttgart, by air to Lisbon and London; ηο intermediation of the Red Cross.
2-1ine blue handstamp Ιη German Kriegsgefangenenpost Gebýhrenfrei (POW ΜαßΙ / Postage-free) applied by the
camp administration.
Censored ßη Germany (οΚ!ν Berlin cachet and examiner numbers) and ßη England (London POW censor handstamp
"Ρ.!ν. 4515,).

Εχχιgιτοι'S ρυ gυsωεο ι^ronk:
- "Το prossorino germaniko stratopedo dierchomenon echmaloton stin Korintho, 1941" (The German provisional ΡΟVν transit camp at Coriι

L94t), Philatelic Echo tθ8θ(I5L):254-258, Piraeus/Greece.
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DULAG CORINTH, PELOPONNESE.
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Cover from India (Prisoner of War Camp 9, 26,Β.Ι942), censored ßη Bairagahr and Karachi/ and sent νßα Sιryeden
and Germany to Indian cavaIry trooper, held ßη the German transit POW camp at Corinth after his capture at
Kalamai, Greece οη 27,4,1941. The sender/ most probably α guard at the POW Camp 9, apparently knew the
prisoner's address from the latter's previous communication, Hoιryever, the prisoner \^/as not found there as the
Corinth camp vuas already closed since June 1941,

Το trace the prisoner, the cover traveled three times back and forth betι,veen Greece and Germany til| June 1943,
ßη α period of ten months: Berlin (opened and inspected) ) Athens, Corinth, Kiaton, Corinth (Greece) 9 Vienna
(opened and inspected) ) Athens, Kalamai (Greece) ) Vienna (opened for α third time; three edges cut to open
flat and check cover¸  inner surΓaces ι,νßth blue chemical ßηΚ) ) Athens (Greek Red Cross manuscript instructional
notation ιryith red pencil: "Retour/ dÝtachement du gros / de l¶rmüe dÝmÝIÝd'(Return [to the] large detachment
of the disentangled Army) ) Vienna or Berlin (not opened this time; οηΙγ ηο. 6110 censor¸  handstamp applied).

Ιη total, 16 endorsements and markings shoι,ιι the persistent efforts of αΙΙ involved (postal or censure services, Red
Cross and individuals) for some 10 months to deliver the letter to the prisoner contrary to αηγ situation.

Exkrgπon's ρυ gιτsχεο ι,ιrοηκ;
- "Ι odyssia mias epistolis" (Odyssey of α letter), PhIlate|Ic Echo 1989(150):226-231, Piraeus/Greece,
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KRIEGSGEFANGENEN LAZARETT, ATHENS.
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Cover from ιryounded Νειτ ZeaIander POW transferred from Crete to the German temporary Camp Hospital that
operated for tvvo months ßη the Greek National Technical University, Athens, Estimated sent ßη July 1941.
German "Kriegsgefangenen-Post" (Prisoners-of-War ΜαßΙ) linear marking ßη red for free transmission,
Expedited open νßα Berlin, Geneva (ICRC) and Cairo (ICRC Delegation). Delivered to and postmarked by the Ν,Ζ.
Army Postal Seιvice ßη Cairo; EGYPT 62 PREPAID,28,12,47,
Examined by German (Berlin, ΟΚνν "b" machine stamp οη backide) and British (Cairo, D.C.F.C.) military censors,
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Cover sent postage free from New Zealand (Christchurch, 30.10.1941), to wounded Νειηι Zealander POW ßη the
Polytechnique School Hospital, Athens. Expedited by post νßα London, Lisbon, Stuttgard, and Berlin.
As the hospital had already been closed since July, the item ιηιαs redirected to Stalag 306 (XVIIID) camp at
Marburg, Germany, ιryhich had received the Νει,ιι Zealanders from Greece and Crete,
The prisoneΓ ι^/αs not found there (manuscript notation "Nicht ΧνΠΙD', red pencil), and the tracing service
discovered he had escaped: manuscript endorsement"Nr. 7421 / entwiecheιf'(disappeared) οη attached strip of
paper. Censored ßη Neι,ιl Zealand; examination markings app|ied also ßη the German camp.
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DULAG KREτA, GALATAS (CREτE).

German Army postcards ι,yere given to Australian and Νειτ Zealand POWs ßη the Transit Camp "KRETA" (Crete).

FInsr οιsρRτòΗ oF MAIL. Message ιruritten οη 26.6.1941; same text given to αΙΙ the prisoners, to inform relatives ßη
homeland: Ι am α prisoner ßη German custody. Please do not write to me until γου hear from me again as Ι am at
present οη/γ ßη α Transit Camp.
Foruuarded to Stalag νΙΙΙ Β, Lamsdof (Lambinowice, Poland) for inspection. Censor cachet Geprýft Nr. 2α and
mute postmark 16.10.41 for dispatch, Sent further to Berlin, Stuttgaft, by air to Lisbon and London οη its way to
Australia (ηο intermediation of the Red Cross). Examined also ßη Sydney: Passed bycensor/S.107stamp,

ABS FEL[)FsΦSτ Δ

?º,ι Þ1

ΑΝ

Fειορ. Νη.

Sεcoιιιo DIspAτcH οF MAIL. Message dated 1B.7.4t: Ι am stllΙ ßη Transit Camp please do not attempt to write
meanwhile, Postmarked at the camp/ 2Ζ,7,4L,
Sent to Berlin, ιvhere it ιταs censored and stamped by the special department ΧΙ ("Abteilung ΧΙ", ΟΚνν "b"),
assigned to examine the Red Cross maiI. Forιηlarded νßα the ICRC, Geneva to Νει,ιτ Zealand.
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TEMPoRARY ALLIED Ρονν CAMP, PLATANIAS (CREτE),
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RΑτΚ & ΝÝßβ;ΙΕ
(BLock LετΤξιß3)
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ΙΜΡΟRΤΑΝΤ

oF ιÞ/ΑR
(sEE ΝοτΕ οΝ FLAP)

CAMP ΝΑα{Ε & Νο.:
(ιl.ΙòLυDιι,ιG SUBSιDιARY
ιlUiylBεnιNG oR LETτERιι,ιG
ΙF ANY-E.G. y/oRKιNG CAMP}

(; COUNTRY;,

Φ

foR PRlSoNER§ ΙΝ GERMAN llAι{DS Τß-ßΕ PRlSoNER oF \η/ΑR Νο. NlUST

ΒΕ CLEARLY SHo\VN. ιτ ι{UST ΝοΤ ΒΕ CoNFUSED ιγßτ}ι HIS ΒRΙτßSιΙ
SERvlcE Νο.

British 2ºΖ ρ POW air
##,t¸ηý h,#

letter cancelled Chelten-
ham 26,1,1942 to British POW ßη the camp. Prisoner's details:
Νο. 5042, Crefe. British censor handstamp "Passed Ρ,141" (London);
German tape ι,ιιith ΟΚ!η/ "b" censor cachet and examiner numbers (Berlin)
As τhe prisoner had escaped οη 29.12.41, the camp administration forιryarded the item by post to the Greek Red

Cross (illegible Φnea Ρο datestamp 26.2,42 for dispatch to Athens), Greek Red Cross cachets, ßη Greek (οη

receiving) or ßη French (for dispatch to the International Committee of the Red Cross ßη Switzerland).

British boxed handstamp Returned to sender by ICRC/Geneva and text (London).
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GREEK PRISONERS_OF-WAR ΙΝ GERMAN CAMPS, GREECE

KRIEGSGEFANGENEN LAGER, ΑΥΙΙ APoSτoLI (CANEA, CREτE).

Greek stationery 2dr, postcards ιιιιετε ßη use by the Greek POWs before the camp postal service was ful|y organized. Forι,varded
to internal address through the Greek civil postal service. Return address: "Poste Restant, Canea", Text obligatorily translated
into German οη both cards; prisoner's signature ßη Greek. Üamined by the German Field Command at Canea; linear handstamp
"ZenSieιt teldkommandantιlr".

/η
Φ/η Κ;ßι2/

.-,,tr*f -4ι α,.

Written οη 12.7.1941-; 2dr, airmail postage added as ηο surface mail seιyice ιryas available. Postmarked Canea
76,7,4Ι.

Written οη 20.7.1941; insufΓicient postage marking 'Τ" as ηο airmail postage ι,ναs added. Postmarked Canea
Z1,7.4L, Νο postage due collected at destination.
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KRIEGSGEFANGENEN ι-AGER KRETA υ, ΑßΙ APoSτoLI (CANEA, CRETE)

Greek postcards to internal addresses from Greek POWs at Αγßß Apostoli German camp/ expedited free of charge
after the German military postal and censoring seιyices stafted operating ßη the camp. The prisoners \^/ere a|loιlιed
to ιryrite ßη Greek.
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Written οη 1,9.1941; Return address: Prlsoners-of-war Camp, Canea summer camp |Αγßß Apostoli], Examined ßη

the camp, ι,vhere the provisional handstamp "ZENSIERT / GEFANGENEN / LAGER" (Censored / Prisoner ß Camp) ßη
red ι,ιιαs used ßη early September, Forιiιlarded through the German Army Postal Service (Briefstempel Dienstelle
L2749E allotted to746Inf. Reg,, Ill/l2comp.) to the Greek Postal Seruice. Postmarked Canea/Dispatch 5,9.41,
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Written οη22,9.1941; Return address: Prisoner-of-war, Φηεα,2-1ine camp censor handstamp ßη German "Zensieιt:
Kriesgefangenen Lager Kreta (νΙ)" [Censored: POW Camp Crete, Sub camp (νΙ)].
Fonιvarded νßα Germany and censored again ßη Berlin βOberkommando der Wehrmacht / Briefstempel" cachet).
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ITALIAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR LIBERAΤED ΒΥ ΤΗΕ GERMAN ARMY

PATRAS, PELoPoNNESE.

>.g
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Pr

Greek military postcard/ 19.7.1941, used by ltalian ex-
POW released some three months after the German Army
occupied Greece. The place of origin Patrasso οη the
message most likely indicates that he ιναs previously
interned (by the Greek and the Germans) ßη the former
Greek camp near Patras.

The prisoner informed his father that after α long silence
he ιruas ηοι,ν liberated and able to send his most sincere
ιryishes (photocopy).

Νο postal markings; the card was dispatched by the
Italian ΝαναΙ Command Β69, Patras, and forι,varded
through the ltalian Νανγ postal service,

Censored ßη the Ministry of the Νανγ, Rome; examiner's
fractional handstamp 1 D(1),
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CAMPo CoNCENTRAMENTo PRIGIoNIERI LIBERATI, Ρ.Μ. 550/Ε.
HERAKLION, CRETE

ιτ ι c0ΜANDO SυΡΕΗOßι.Ε

>'
ρ.οο

ρ.

Ο
Lò)ιj? t-s

ß

ι
Ι

ß
]

ß

ß\. ιιß

"--ρι ι,
a χ,,
\ι ,fuω

'º,'fu W
,{Λc

trw 2γ

(^ .ι} ß
Jιυfu"«η /

,.j.,

ß
ι

]:-

Greek commercial envelope (requisitioned writing material from Crete shops) used by ltalian POW ßη the former
Greek camp near Heraklion and liberated by the German Army but still kept ßη the camp, Greek merchant's printed
return address (Heraklion) obscured ι,vith violet ßηΚ. Sender's details ßη ltalian οη flap: Lýberated prisoners'
concentration campl 4th Company F.P.O. 550/Ε.
Italian Army franchise cachet "Ρ.Μ. 550Ε / COMMANDO SUPERIORE FF.AA.EGEO / Εssεττε DA TAssA AuToRIzzAzIoNE
PosTGEN / Ν.563613/164634-ν.3 DEL 26-2-41ΧΙΧ" (F,Ρ.Ο. 550e / Aegean Supreme Armed Forces Command / Exempted
from dues / Post General Direction Authorization / N.soroιs/164634-V.3 or 26-2-41ΧΙΧ) applied οη the island (Aghios
Nicolaos) υροη depaιture. Postmarked ßη transit POSTA MILITARE NRO 550, Ι7.6.4Ι (Rhodes).
Backstamped οη arrival, Catania 22.νI.41.
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ITALIAN ex-POVV REPATRIATION CAMP, CORINTH (PELOPON Ν ESE)
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Italian Armed Forces postcard, 1Β,6.1941, postmarked POSTA MILIΤARE NRo 29 2L,6.41 (Tripolis, Peloponnese)
from liberated ltalian POW ßη former Greek camp ηεαΓ Corinth. Sender's details ßη ltalian: Royal Italian Legation,
Athens, 4th returning Alpine Battalion, 3rd Company Corlnth, Greece.

Text censored at Cuneo, italy. Postmarked Carantasca/Cuneo 6,7.4L,
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GREECE OCCΙJPIED

ITALIAN -AD Μ Ι Ν ISTRATE D AREAS

CAM Ρο DI coNcENTRAM ΕΝΤο, KAI_AVRIτA (PELoPoNNESE)

ΛτΑΡιοΝ
ΚοΝ

Þ ýιεýOυνσιs

posτcard from Greek civilian internee housed ßη the ltalian concentration camp near the town, 12.12.1942, to
internal address. Dispatched from Kalavrita οη 13.12.42.
passed by military censor at Patras ΓVERIFICATO PER CENSURA / 11α ARMATA handstamp], ßη transit,

Postmarked υροη arrival, Pyrgos 17,Ι2.4Ζ.

ιη June 1941, ιταιγ was given ιarge areas of Greece to administrate ιryith Germany's consent, and during that occuPation quite α

greaτ number of Greek civiιians and ex-officers, who had been considered as opponents or threats to the ηeΙ,ΙΙ regime, Ι,Ιlere

Ýiτher inτerned ßη τhe òουηττ or òeητ το camps, jails or exile ßη ltaly, They αΙΙ remained there until the country's armed forces

collapsed, fοΙΙοιτßηg the signing of the Armistice ßη September 1943,

Those desτined το be deported were concentrated to α Transit camp near Patras, Peloponnese.
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CIVILIAN INTERNEE FRANCHISE CORRESPONDENCE, DOMESTIC MNL

The Greek Ministry of Communications agreed ι,νßth the request of the Greek Red Cross tσ grant postage-free correspondence
to/from civilian internees and politica| detainees ßη Greece, οη 31,5,1941, αη order ιιιαs given to the Greek Postal Authorities to

accept such mail provided it bears the Red Cross cachet.

CAMPo DI CoNCENTRAMENTo, LARISSA (THESSALY, GREECE).
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ουτòοιπò Μπι. ΡΙαßη envelope ιηιßth enclosed message dated 26.11.1942 to Larissa from Greek civi|ian internee ßη

the ltalian concentration camp near the toιryn. "Greek Red Cross / Larissa Section" cachet οη face.

The envelope ι^/αs given open to be inspected by the Greek Red Cross and the ltalian Army High Command at
Larissa; bi-lingual censor handstamp tying the flap sealed later. Postmarked Larissa Dispatch 19,ΧΙI.42.
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INcoMING Μπι, Cover from Athens ,24,7,Ig43,given open for inspection by the Greek Red Cross and the ltalian
censure office ßη Athens; censor handstamps tying the flap sealed later. Postmarked Larissa Arrival 2Β.7.43,
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ΠALIAN TRANSπ CAMP, PATRAS (GREECE).

Cover from Athens, postmarked 13.1.1943, to Greek ex-officer interned ßη the ltalian transit camp near Patras.
prisoner's address: Ρ,Μ. Β2 (Field Post OfΓice Β2, ßη the district under control of the 29th Inf, Division), Examined by

the ltalian military censoΓ "4" υροη arrival ßη Patras.

The prisoner ιryas transferred by ship to ltaly one ιηιεεΚ later and carried the letter ßη the
cover ι,νßth him.

After the ship was torpedoed and sunk ßη the Ιοηßαη Sea, the cover ßη his pocket ιταs
soaked through and the stamps \Λ,ετε gone away but the sea water "imprinted" the blue
color of one of them οη the cover's suιface. Α copy of this stamp is shoιnrn here ---)

Upper and loιryer flaps are also missing

The survivor saved the envelope ßη this condition during his 21/2 years adventure ßη six camps, and brought it back
to Greece.



ITALIAN ARMY BARRACKS HoSPITAL, VALoNA (ALBANIA).

FIRsT (GΕΝ*RΑι) oιsenτcH oF MAIL, 26.L.43.Italian military postal stationery used by (one ο0 the Β2 Greek prisoners
rescued arιd brought to the ltalian Military Hospital, ναΙοηα, to recover after the ship transpoιting them to ltaly had
been torpedoed ßη the Adriatic,

Same text given to αΙΙ, to inform relatives ßη Greece: Ι am well. Soon Ι will wrlte to γου mγ new address,Inspected
ßη Rome: Numeral "Ι" òεJºsοτ markings; examiner #196.

Affermo solennemente, e §enza tema di essere sι"entito ηδ oggi ηÝ mai, che Ια responsabiliτü
della guerra ricade esclusivamente sulla Gran Brgta,ηα. MUSSρLιNι
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Sεcoι.ιo (Excεeπoιιιnl) DISρAτcH, 1.2,1943, Greek postcard to Greece, ιivritten by one of the above Greeks before
leaving the hospital to POW camp ßη ltaly; after he unfolded the card, carried secretly ßη his pocket since he ι,ναs

arrested ßη Greece, he repeated the above message. Fonιιarded νßα Rome: Numeral "Ι" censor markings; examiner
#196. This item ι,ιιαs the οηΙγ one allowed by the ltalian Army ΡΟ for α second dispatch; first denied but later
emotionally accepted for expedition it as it depicted the Madonna,
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CAM Ρο DI coN cE NTRAM ΕΝτο FERRAMo NTI-τARSIA/CoSEN ΖΑ (rALY).
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Postcard to Greece, 5.3.1943, endorsed "ΜαßΙ of civilian internees of war" ßη ltalian and hand-stamped "Franchigia
Posta|e / D. Μ. 9ΒΒ60" (Postal Franchise, Decree 9ΒΒ60).

Message ßη Greek, censored ßη Rome. The prisoner presented the difΓicult situation he lived, and the censor
defaced tι,νο lines of the text.
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cAMPo P.G. 75, BARI (πALY).
PoW ltalian postcards to Greece from tuιo Greek prisoners ßη Transit Camp Νο. 75. The senders \Λ,ετε among the 82 survivors of
the ship bound for Bari but foundered ßη the Adriatic οη 21 January 1943, Α week after their stay ßη the ltalian Military Hospita|
at ναΙοηα, Albania to recover, they ιvere transpofted to Bari οη their ιναγ to POW camp 3Β near PoppifΓoscana.

Messages inspected ßη Rome: numeral "Ι" censor machine stamp οη text sides; examiner handstamps #196 or #730 ßη front,
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Written οη 5.2.1943, the first day the sender arrived ßη ltaly. Text includes: Ι arrived ßη ltaly safely. Write to me at
address oveΓIeaf ι,γhßòh is not the final one, Numeral "Ι" examiner #196 marking.
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cAMPo P.G. 3Β, ΡοΡΡΙ (ToSCANA/IτALY)
Isole Jonie prestamped postcard from Cofu, 15.5.1943, to Transit POW Camp Νο. 75 (Bari). Readdressed to Camp
Νο. 3Β, Ρορρß, ιrvhere the prisoner \^/as transferred to ßη the meantime. Cofu AFFARI CIV]U censor cachet and
examiner handstamp cENsoRE 3/1 ßη circle, Postmarked Kerkyra (Corfu) 23.5.43.

Internee's first message to Greece (6.6 1943), vιlritten οη the day the camp operated ι,ιιßth Greek prisoners,
obligatorily ßη ltalian. Inspected ßη Rome: numeral "Ι" m/s, examiner "129" handstamp οη face.
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CARTOLßNA POSTALE
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cAMPo Ρ,G. 27 , SAN RoMANo (ITALY).

POW ltalian postcard, 27.4.Ι942, from Greek prisoner ßη Camp Νο. 27 to Greece
Italian numeral "Ι" censor markings (Rome), examiner #196.
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CAMPo P.G. 62, GRUMELLo DEL PIANoiBERGAMo (πALY).

poW ιταΙßαη ροòτòατd to Greece, 29,5,|943, from Greek prisoner ßη the camp; 2-Iine camp designation cachet
app;ied. inspected ßη Rome: numeral "I" censor machine stamp οη text side; examinel #730.
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CAMPo P.G. 65, GRAVINA ALTAMURA (PUGLIA, ΠALY).
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Airmailed cover from Athens/Greece to Greek prisoner ßη the Camp, care of (Army Post) Ρ.Μ. 3450,

Italian censor markings and tape οη the back side, examiner "54lGre" handstamp (Athens).

Postmarked Athens L2,12,t942,



cAMPo P.G. 95, cAIRo ΜοΝτΕΝοΤτΕ/SΑνοΝΑ (ITALY).

Cover airmailed from Athens/Greece, 10.3,1942, to Greek POW ßη the camp, The 5dr. stamp goes for the airmail
surcharge paid. The camp has designation number "95" as this system ιταs introduced ßη ltaly since February 1942,
Backstamped ι,νßth Rome numeral "Ι" censor markings οη sealing tape; examiner #196.
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Italian Red Cross POW postcard, 13.5.1942, from Greek prisoner to Greece. 3-Iine instruction handstamp ßη Greek
applied ßη ltaly: Shoft letters and very legible ßη order to avoid certain restrain by censor. Military postmark Ρ.Μ.
3100, 16.5.42 (Alessandria). Rome numeral "Ι" censor markings; examiner #196,
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CAMPo P.G. 17, REZZANELLo/PIACENZA (IΤALY).

PARCEL POST

ΔξΛΤιολι ΑΠοΣΤοΛΗΣ ΤΑΧγΑΡ(}[!llιΚΟγ ΑΕιΦΑΤοΣ
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Διεýýυνσι; ÜποστολÝω,ò, 6δδò .

Internal parce| post card postmarked Thessaloniki 2Β.4.1943, to Greek prisoner ßη Camp Νο. 55 (Busseto/Parma)
through the Greek Red Cross Salonica ofΓice (red cachet).

Manuscript endorsements for serial number Νο 502 and parcel's \Λ/eθght g. 1Β00,

3-1ine handstamp Bureau d'echange / Hel1Ýnique / de Thessaloniki - Duane for inspection and clearance by the
customs.

Postmarked ßη transit Vienna 27.5.43 and Villach 1.6.43, Germany.

Redirected to Campo P.G. 17, vvhere the prisoner ιταs transferred to ßη the meantime.
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GREEK CIVILIAN INTERNEES ΙΝ ITALIAN PRISONS
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Photocopy

17ο COMMISSARIATO RR.CC., SYROS ISLAND (GREECE).
Letter sent postage-free to internal address, 14.4.L942, from α Greek detained at the 17th ltalian Mi|itary police
Station, Syros Island. Censored οη the island; note the use of the Greek censorship office marking used before the
occupation. Postmarked Syros 16.4.42, Athens Ζ4.4,42.

Photocopy
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ΠALIAN PRISoN, SAMoS ISLAND (GREECE).
Cover from Greek civilian detained ßη the island's ltalian prison, 25.L1,42, to internal address.

Italian censure VERIFICATO PER CENSURA and (examiner) "39" markings applied ßη Vathy/Samos.
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PENITENZIARIo DI VoLTERRA, PISA (πALY)

Ita|ian VINCEREMO postcards postmarked Volterra to relative ßη Greece from Greek detained ßη the Volterra
Penitentiary House, forιryarded through difΓerent routes. 7-1ine text and signature stamp ιryith Penitentiary's cachet
to certiψ that sender had ηο identity card. Both ιηιετε first censored ßη the establishment ιlvith the official cachet of
the prison applied οη text as censor mark.

6ΞΙ9φ: Manuscript endorsement Greco ßη red pencil to indicate the language of the message. Sent νßα Rome
(numeral "Ι" censor cachets; examiner #52).

13.4,1943: Express fee paid. Penitentiary's οναΙ censor cachet VISTO PER CENSURA οη text side. Sent νßα Bologna
(numeral "ΙΙ" censor markings; examiner #230). Addressee's manuscript notation ΕλÞφθη Παρ. 7/5/43 for receipt.
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CARCERI G Ιυ DIZIARI Ε, τoRI Ν ο/ΡΙ ΕΜοΝΤΕ ( ITALY).

Envelope from Greece postmarked Athens 8.9.1942 to Greek POW ßη Camp Νο. 105 (Torino), forwarded by the
camp administration to the ltalian Red Cross, Rome, to trace the prisoner.

Manuscript localization endorsement "C,arc. Torind'and ηειτ address οη attached piece of paper "CARCERI
GIUDIZIARIE DI ToRINo" (Judicial Prison, Torino), tied ιηιßth lta|ian Red Cross cachet (top Ieft photocopy).
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Italian reader j} cachet (Athens). Italian tapes οη rear ιlvith censor

cachet ΑΤΕΝΕ (Athens) and numeral "I" censor marking (Rome);
examiner #196 (lower photocopy).
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coLoNIA coNFINo, ISoLA ΡοΝΖΑ / LITToRIA (IΤALY)
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Italian postcard, VINCEREMO type, airmailed to Athens/Greece from α Greek hostage exiled ßη ΡοηΖα Island's
internment camp/ 30.3.1943, ιηιßth manuscript endorsement Grecoto indicate language of message, Inspected ßη
the camp; colony's cachet DIREZIONE COLONIA CONFINO / ΡΟΝΖΑ applied ßη violet.

Examined at the ΝαροΙß Police Headquaιters, ιryhere the R. QUESTURA DI NAPOLI cachet ι,ιrith framed VERIFICATO
stamping ιruere applied ßη red,

Stamps canceled with ΝαροΙß Ρ.Ο. machine stamp, 13,4.43.

InspeÜed also ßη Rome: Numeral "Ι" censor markings; examiner #52.



FORCED RESIDENCE
(Confinement to α village or town)

ARCH ΙΜΑΝ DRΓE (DEAN) ΒΕΝ EDICT KATSAN EVAKS, ITALY.

Born ßη Crete/Greece, he stayed at Naples ιιvhere he ιταs arrested vιιith the outbreak of war betι,ιιeen ltaly and Greece and sent
to confinement at Cairo Montenotte, northern ltaly. After repeated persistent appeals to the ltalian military authorities, he ι,vas
permitted to visit the camps ι,vhere Greek (Orthodox) internees were housed, to help them carry out their religious duties.

ιταΖh} /ο

λ

,#f€l
,f :','

,
/ζΛ,

Jι/frr/υ,
ßrΖοhf αα*ο[υ'/. ßοrιεr[εtΙ, Κα/ιαr, ò υακ ßt

6οα 6εΖß ο ,
L

'.. 
'], j

]:ο

§. -3 :*7 
.

,j]
Ρι οr- Sα,rm+ια-}

,. ,!.l

}.

t

Φ
ζ

,?,
s

}

ι
'ι

ι,τ

| " h-*4γι,,\ιß
\::

σ.7.
φ?.

6, Ýι">τη

, .ψÝ
ιr3
ξ

;']
a

,.." ¸}

νυηSΝΞ3 ν

VERIrICATO PER C

Cover from his residence at Cairo Montenotte, 10.6.1943, to Greece. Enclosed letter giving information to relatives
of α POW ßη Camp Νο. 17 (Rezzanello) after his visit to that camp. Sender's correspondence registration number
"667327" applied οη both cover and letter.
Rome numeral "Ι" censor markings and examiner #199 cachet.
Greek arrival c.d.s. Larissa 2,7,43,
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DISTRICT ATΤORNEY EMMANUEL KOMNINOS, ΠALY

Public Prosecutor ßη the Couft of Appeal for the Ιοηßαη Islands, displaced from Coιfu, Greece to central ltaly
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Airmailed postcards to Greece. Messages ιπritten οη 1Β,11.1942 and t7.L2,L942; οη the first, the sender
announced the order he received to re-settle soon to α better place (Pesaro), likely αη indication of good will.

Both items ι,vere first censored locally, by the Security Police at Camerino and the Police Headquarters at Pesaro
respectively (text obligatorily written ßη French), and ßη Rome as ιτεΙl.

Additional stamps cancelled ßη transit (ob|ong mute handstamp, Rome) or οη depature (Pesaro, 1Β.12.42).

ο9



ARCHIMANDRΠE MODESΤE ARMAKOLIS, GREECE

Exiled from Marseilles, France to Tinos Island, Greece since 1942

Red Cross message form
"61" for civilians betι,veen

enemy countries, dated
29,9,44, to France /

Vichy State.

Forιηlarded νßα Athens
(Greek Red Cross / ΡΟνν
Seciion), Geneva (CICR),

and Cairo to Marseilles
(French Red Cross).

Censored ßη Egypt,
Postmarked Marseille

1.3.45.

Notice:

The addressee never
responded as he ιruas ßη

the meantime sent to
Germany as forced

laborer.

*
ΝΙΚΟΣ ΕΡΥΘΡΟΣ ΣΤΑΥρΟΣ

ΤΡΑΦΕΙΟΝ Α|ΧΜΑΛΩΤΩΝ
ΟΔΟΣ ΚΟΛΟΚΟΤΡΩΝΗ 7.ΑΟ Η Ν ΑΙ

ΟΙΧ ROUGE HEΙt ÝΝι8υ
OFFICE DE§ PRΙSONNiERS DE GUEER ρα§
RUE KoLokoτRoNι 7. ΑτΗÝΝΕ$ (G

Ο ΑΙΤΩΝ - DEMANDEUR - ENQUΙRER

'Επþ νυìον*Νοιττ-*Ι{αιττε ΑΓι$ÝΚýL}*.

"Ovoìo*PrÝnom*Christian name

"Οδüò*Rυε--Stτεεt 
.

Πüλιò-νßΙΙε -Τοι, η
Χþ ρα*Ραγs* Ι.αηd

ΜΗΝΥΜΑ πΡοΣ ΔΙΑΒΙΒΑΣΙΝ: MESSAGE:
(25 λÝξειò κοτ'Üνþ τατον üριον, üπολýτωò προσωπικüν).
(Ζq nrots ιιιι πιαχßιηιlπl-ηοt over Ζ5 τνοτιls, faπιil1, ιrerι.s).
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G ERMAN -AD Μ Ι Ν ISTRATED AREAS

Germany kept under οιηιη control ceιtain districts ßη Greece of strategic impoιtance (Thessaloniki greater area; Attica; most of
Crete; Milos and other islands ßη the Aegean Sea).

When ltaly signed the Armistice οη 8 September 1943, the German Army extended their control to the areas administrated by
Italy until then, For Greece, this ended ιιιith the German Forces left the country ßη end-October 1944.

CIVILIAN INTERNEE CAMP, AGHIoS EFSTRATIoS ISLAND (AEGEAN, GREECE)

^^ΗΝικ
tΡ\ζΘΡοΣ

cRo HELL
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f

^ποΣτο^ΕΥΣ 
_ EXPEDι

¼νοìατεπþ νυìον
Nonr et PrÝnom

ΓΙεριοχÞ :
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,ΕΛΔΑΣ Χ

Greek Red Cross postcard for use by foreign civilΙan internees ßη Greece during the ltalo-Greek ι,ιιατ before the
occupation/ printed by and sent through the Greek Red Cross/POW Agency at Chalkis/Euboea Section.
Addressed to α Greek civilian internee ßη the German concentration camp οη Aghios Efstratios Island.

German censor manuscript endorsement ξ ò+.S,+4, examiner #2) and signature ßη transit οη Lemnos Island.

Postmarked Chalkis 3,Ι2.43, Piraeus 7,12,43, and Aghios Efstratios 29,3,44 οη arrival.

Manuscript endorsement ßη Greek "Depaιted'to be returned to sender; backstamped Kastron Limnou Ι2,4,44
(Lemnos island).
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ΣΤΡΑΤοΠΕΔοΝ ΣΥΓΚΕΝΤΡΩΣΕΩΣ ΠΑΥΛοΥ ΜΕΛΑ, SALoNICA (GREECE).

CiviIian concentration camp under German command, administrated by the Greek Gendarmerie

Ε^ΛΗΝιΚ ΔΡοΜΕιΑ
ΑΤΕΛΕΣ ΕΠ ΕΛτΑΡιοΝ

Jιεý8υνσιò __,Π fu/

Τüιοò ß2,αò1

ΔιÜ τοý παgüι,τοò πλη9οφοοοýσιν οß
οßχεΤοι τοýò Στρτιτιωτιχοýò περß τÞò ýγεß,
αò τα>ν χαΙ ξητοý,τι παρ'αýτþ ν πλι7ροφο-
ρßαò δι'οßχογενειαιλò ýποýÝσειò εßò γλþ σ-
σαν σαφÞ 'ΕλληνιχÞν Üγευ λÝξεωγ διφ|ο-

ρου ìÝνων Þ σι,νýηìατιχþ ν.

^ΣπιΩτΗ_ε^ΧΑt,

Postcard from tι,ιlo brothers detained ßη the camp, 2Β.5.1943, to internal address. Stamped and signed at the camp
for inspection; cachet HELLENIc SτΑτΕ / coNcENτRAπoN cAMp "pAVLoS MELAS", Greek text.

r\

Registered airmail cover from prisoner ßη the camp,2,3,1944, to internal address. Given opened for examination;
inspected, stamped and sealed by the 1st Police (Gendarmerie) Station at Neapolis/ Thessaloniki, situated close to
the camp.
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GREEK CIVILIAN INTERNEES ΙΝ GERMAN CAMPS

ILAG νΙΙ, LAUFEN/oBERBAYERN (GERMANY).
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Cover ιηιßth Greek stamps cance|led Athens 28.4,1944 to Greek civilian ßη Civilian Internment Camp Νο, 7,

Býrgermaster. Inspected ßη Munich (OKW tape \Λιith "d" censor cachet, instead of OKW Vienna ι,vhere the mail from
Greece was regularly examined.
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ILAG νΙΙ, LAUFEN/oBERBAYERN (GERMANY).

UNDERCOVER ADDRESSES

lnterniertenp

Postkarte
Αη

Ý,'\.
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ι
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Φ
Gebiihreεlreil

Abιendcrò

Vor uod Zuname,
Em

,.ß ß: .-ι, .'.,. ,, ,;
sτraεe : / t{α_W_ -λη g_*r_

Gefaιgerreιnu*-""r,,-,..*,-:_j'-{ - _ -
I-a6ier-Bezeichnun$ι

llag νΙΙ

(Allema{ne)

Landι
Lιnderteil [ΡιονßαΖ urw }

oSt

νι
b{ιτ,

Gebiihrenlreil

βτ
Gefaιgenennuπrm,er ß-

I-ager-Bez eichnun$:
Ilag νΙΙ Land:

Landeεteil (Proviaz ιεw.]

Deaischland (Allema§ne)

Civilian Internment Camp Νο. 7, Býrgermaster, preprinted postcards to USA, 30.11.42 and 20,12,42, from Greek
civilian internee \^/ith US citizenship arrested ßη Greece.

Additional airmail postage cachet stamped at the camp \^/ith manuscript endorsement 40pf. οη lo,wer card,

OKW Berlin censor marking οη upper card (prisoner's text ßη Greek); camp censor Nr, 4 οη lo\,ver card (text ßη
English). Both ι,vere also censored ßη USA.
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GREEK POΠTICAL PRISONERS ΙΝ GERMANY

UNΤERSUCHUNGSGEFAGNIS ΙΙ, LEIPSIG Cl.

-,ß iaß ,".Ý ßß,'
¼ic (Uciangenct bßßι|òη αΙΙει ,,,,,.,. Ι§οÞòη eiπcn Sιßεß αbßòηbεπ. òεßυcÞε 2tπgεÞüτßgετ ßßηδα[Ιcι: Ι$οÞcπ gcitattet. $η bιingeιιben -§ιi[Icπ füπηeπ 2[υΒιιαÞηιeιι aeiiattet ιueιbeπ,
eβεòΦαòßt ηιιι ιτιοιτtαqθ ιιιιb fιeitagq 8 10 ΙΙÞυ ι)οιmßttαgq, ιιιßttιυοιÞ9ι 3 5 11Þυ ηαιÞηιßttαgθ.

$υßιΙιδυηgcιι ailer l[ut ßßπß rlιιι ιιαιÞ ßοιÞεt εßπìòÞυtlει ΙιÞτßßtΙßιÞευ ýòηòÞιιιßαιιιτg itattÞait.
3ι:bòηθ, υηb 6αιιιßßιιßtteΙ iuιuie §aiafιuarιιιι ιueιbcπ ηßιßlt αηgeπOι.ιßlηeη.
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Prisoner's first letter from the Remand Prison ßη Leipzig, 15.5.1943, to Greece. Οη the printed top of the
lettersheet, the prison's administration filled also the correspondence regulation for the prisoner to fοΙΙοι,ιι: '1 letter
every 4 weeks".

Censored by the Prison's administration, the OKW office ßη Vienna and by the ltalian censorship office ßη Athens.
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!η/ΕΗ RMACHTU NτERSUCH υ NGSGEFAGN IS ννΙΕΝ, νΙΕΝ ΝΑ (AUSTRIA).

.ι!^-rΧ

W".φΨl"tτηΕòf{

StraΒe:

usu/.)
GUtθπbeIO_D.uckeroi Gmbtι

:αυ-ιιυ η υυαυαΕυεlα 9

:αιυΒυηΖ ρυη _lοΛ

:J3puasqv

Stalag ΧΙΙ Β (Frankenthal/Pfalz, disbanded since March 1942) pre-printed lettersheet given for use ßη the Vienna
Mi|itary Remand Prison, 26,7,1943, to Greece, It ι,ιιas fonvarded to the Vienna OKW office to be examined but that
office returned the item to Stalag ΧΙΙ Β ιryith the endorsement Prufstempel fehlt! Zuruck Stalag X//(censor mark is
missing! Back to Stalag ΧΙΙ), apparently not knowing that the camp had been disbanded for more than α year.

The prison's administration applied its οιτη censor handstamp.
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ννΕΗ RMACHτU NTERSUCH υ NGSGEFAGNIS !η/ΙΕΝ, νΙΕΝ ΝΑ (AUSTRIA).
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Leττers from deτained α Greek Νανγ officer, 19.2.1945 & 5.3.1945, to the ICRC ßη Geneva for transmission through

the mail bag system.
Fonryarded open for inspecτion νßα Frankfurτ/Main (oKW "e" censor markings); examined also ßη Svviuerland (IcRc

/ Geneva, òòτßòò Ηòttüηßqυò), and Ιtαιγ òοατß, πιßα Transadriatic Censorship markings and tape)" Censored αΙsΟ

ßροη arrival ßη Athens (bilingual sealing tapes and markings),
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KoNZENTRATIoN LAGER GRoSS RoSEN, VVýSTEGIERSDoRF (GERMANY).

Letter from Greece, 6.10.1942, to α Greek prisoner employed by Philpp Holzmann firm (Gemeinshaftslager =

civilian ι,ιlorkers camp).

Censored ßη ltaly (ΜßΙαη UCPE Π) and Germany(Vienna OKW "g").

Manuscript endorsement Retur nach Griechenland to be returned to Greece.

Postma rked Thessa Ιοη ß Κß (Sa Ιοη Ιca) 22,1L,42.
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WoHNLAGER PERNLoHNER KELLER, RoSESHEIN/oBERBAYERN (GERMANY).

?,:'1!2

Deuisches Rotes
Prδsidium /

Bcrlin §W61,

αη

(Iiochstzahl 25 Woriσ!)
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Α Ν TRAG
Ceηtrale d,es Prisonniers d,ε Guerre, Genf

Komitee yom Roten Krouz *
auf Nachrichtenvermiitlung

RgQαηºη
Allemand,e, PrÝsid,encò, Seruiιe Etrωnger

l,'Agenoe Centrωl,e d,es Prisonn,i.ers d,e Guarre, Gεηθυε

- CοmßtÝ Internationai ile Ι,α Croir-Rouge -concernant Ι,α carrespσnd,ance
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7'Ünataire Α §alsigne pnr "-α§tοιlτ§.. Üερτ,λυαΦ..Sταηεε..
ßbαυ}τeßοß1

αη
, faire paruenir ßι

.,}ιοfτgι.ι

, ß,.,αΓßθ-δφαηηε ch€z }

folgendos Ζυ ýirermitte|n f αε qιιß sυßt:
,1'l,ξ τ αη .ß.τ ,α hnrτr,o αÞηtÝVuAg ιr& V- -_J J'V;;jλ] *': -::,'Ι"';

,:g3η|* αΙ]*

αφ

ΙΦ

ßι

υ
η
.

tu Φδq Üθ ιÜεßß,§. tοýJοιrf§ tranquil}e" ß]οìηε teg___

3j.Φuvθllθ§ plutoi possible, Jθ t,tanbr,as§"e bien
fortu Τουθ α toi

ll.

Ο
Ι

(Unterschri tτ / Siβnaiure)

umseitig

Φ

d
Civilian message form through the German Red Cross to France from α Greek prisoner employed by Pernlohner
Keller firm (Wohnlager = housing unit).

Censored ßη Frankfuιt/Main OKW "e" office; inspected also ιryith chemical ßηΚ.

Fonπarded to ICRC/Geneva, 17.11.1944. Sealed by the French Red Cross and mailed at Carcassonne Ι4,Ι2,44,



oFLAG Χ Β, NIENBURG/VVESER (GERMANY)
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ΒαηΚ of Greece official cover used privately, from Greece to Greek POW ßη OfΓicers Camp Χ Β. Its use ιruas
exceptional, as οηΙγ pre-printed reply stationary provided by the camp should be used by internees' relatives.

Forιryarded postage-free and postmarked Kastorja3t,7,\944; backstamped Thessaloniki (Salonica) 10.Β,44.

Vienna ΟΙαν (g) censor machine stamping οη unprinted tape.

Camp |inear date cachet 21.Aug.1944 for arrival at.
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GREEK PRISoNERS-oF-!η/AR ΙΝ GERMAN CAMPS, GERMANY

STALAG νΙΙ Α, MooSBURG/oBERBAYERN (GERMANY).

und Zuname.

poW German postcard (German text) with printed camp's designation, 9,10.1944, from Greek POW soldier at
transit camp νΙΙΒ to Greece. Prisoner's manuscript endorsement Κ 3θ53 stands for camp's "Arbeitskommando
(Working Detachment) 3953".

Stalag's mute machine postmark for departure,27.I0.44.
Dispatched νßα Sιryitzerland and Egypt as the German forces had completed their retreating from Greece by that
time,

Inspected ßη the camp (examiner #47); British censor markings applied ßη Cairo (examiner #203),
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MARLAG υ. MILAG NORD, VVESTERTIMKE/POST TARMSTEDΤ (GERMANY).

Stampless envelope ι,νßth contents from South Africa postmarked Johannesburg 17.νI.43 to Greek POW ßη "Marlag
Ο" Prison Camp for Νανγ Officers. S.A. tapes with Johannesburg "Β" censor cachet,

Text ιruritten ßη Greek; examined also ßη Germany; Frankfuιt OKW "e" tape and censor cachet.

Camp linear date handstamp S.Sept.1943for arrivaI.
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ITALY,S ARMISTICE
FοΙΙοιιιßηg the armistice between ltaly and the Allies, announced Β September 1943, about 265,000 italians ßη Greece vvere

disarmed by the Germans till 12 September. Α first measure by the latter was to seize the incoming/outgoing ltalian mail and
send it first to Germany, for inspection. Some 15,000 ltalians ι,vere kept prisoner ßη several German camps/ transferred later to
Germany, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia,

Βγ November 1943, even forced labor could not meet the Wehrmacht's needs ßη occupied Greece, and the German Army
relieved the situation by turning to forced, unpaid ltalian labor, So, 29,000 others had "solemnly" offered themse|ves to work for
the German military authorities, by serving either as "Hilfsι,ιιilligen" (Ηßινßs, voluntary worker) or ßη the tι,γο ltalian battalions of
" Κα mpfiruill igen" ( Kaι,ιlis, security g uard).

As for the Greek POWs and civilians interned ßη ltaly, most of them succeeded to run α\Λ/αγ from their camps. Μαηγ headed
eiτher south to reach the advancing Allied troops or nofth over the Alps to seek refuge to neutral Switzer|and, while feιry were
recaptured and sent to Mussolini's SαΙü State or to Germany.

MAIL FRoM/To GREECE CAPTURED ΒΥ ΤΗΕ GERMANS

GERMAN ARMY HIGH COMMAND CENSORSHIP OFFICE "9", νΙΕΝΝΑ (AUSTRIA)
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CoLoNIA CoNFINo, ISoLA ΡοΝΖΑ (LITToRIA, ΠALY).

Italian postal stationary, 27 Μαγ 1943, to Coιfu/Greece from α Greek hostage exiled οη ΡοηΖα island internment
camp (confinement colony). Inspected ßη the camp; colony's cachet ßη violet ιryith censor's signature. Dispatched
through the island's ΡΟ οη 1 August 1943.

Censored again ßη Rome and remained there until after the announcement of ltaly's armistice.

Seized by the Germans and sent to Germany for inspection by the Army censorship office ßη Vienna: registration
number, blue chemical brush line οη text side, and OKW red machine stamp.
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11α ARMATA, Ρ.Μ. 23 (ATHENS,

Airmail cover to

Sent to Germany

Ρ.Μ, 23 (llth Army Athens), Β.9.1943; last day of Ρ,Μ. 23

ι,νheη the German disarmed the ltalian units ßη Greece.

Munich Army Censorship Office registration number "?22ζ'f| for admission,
examiner numbers, ΟΚ!η/ ud" machine stamping.

GERMAN ARMY HIGH CoMMAND CENSoRSHIP oFFIcE "d", MUNICH (GERMANY).



STALAG Χ Β, SANDBoSTEL (GERMANY)
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COMANDo DIVISIoNE FANTERIA "PINERoLo", Ρ.Μ, 65 (LARISSA, GREECE).

Lettersheet and cover airmailed to ltaly, postmarked Ρ.Μ. 65, 5.9.1943 (Pinerolo Division, Larissa). Captured ι,ιιhen

the German Army disarmed the ltalian units ßη Greece and sent to POW Camp Χ Β, Germany for inspection,

Camp examiner cachets "Geprýft 5B'and "Geprýft 69'ι,vith stamp sheet selvage pieces used as sealing tape οη
both.
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GERMAN ARMY HIGH COMMAND CENSORSHIP OFFICE "9", νΙΕΝΝΑ (AUSTRIA).
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cAMPo P.G. 17, REZZANELLo/PnCENZA (πALY).

POW ltalian postcard and lettersheet from Greek prisoner ßη Camp Νο, 17 to Greece, vιιritten οη 9 JuIy and 7

August 1943. Censored ßη Rome (numeral "Ι" markings, examiner #196) and captured by the Germans ι,νhεη found
still there ßη mid-September, following ltaly's armistice.

Sent to the OKW Army Censorship Office ßη Vienna for inspection. Registration numbers for arrival 31Ι744 and
2ΒllΒ1; large/smalI machine stampings and examiner numbers,

Greek arrival postmark οη both.
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ITALIAN MILITARY INTERNEES ΙΝ GERMAN CAMPS

TEMPoRARY CoLLECTIoN CAMP, TRIPouS (GREECE).

Envelope ι,νßth contents to ltaly, 21.9,1943, from ltalian soldier held ßη the temporary camp near Tripolis. Return
address οη rear: 363 Reg, Fant., ΙΙΙ Btg,, Comp. Comando (photocopy), as typically the unit ιταs not disbanded
untiI 26 October 1943. Postmarked FeIdpost "f' Ζ5.9,43 for dispatch.

Inspected ßη Munich; blue chemical brush line and examiner numbers οη cover and letter, tape tied ι,ιrith OKW "d"
machine stamp.

Italian postmark οη arrival, Bellinzario Novarese 1.11.1943.
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CAτHoLIC cHURcH, HERAcuoN/cREτE (GREECE).

f ΕfιΛΗΝ !ΚΦΣ ΕΡγΦΡΦρ'- ΕτΑγβΦΣ
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- τΜΗΜΑ ι-ßΡΑΚΛΕιογ, ΚΡΗΤΗΕ

GRιEcH. ο*"*= KRffiUu
ΙRAKLΙON-KBETA

Χþ ρα-LαηÜ-Ραγs
Σ ΙΙΜΕΙΩΙ{ Α ΠΡΟΣ ΔΙΑΒΙΒΑ ΣΙΝ-ΙΙßttεß 1unq-λIessage,

(25 λÝξειò χατ'Üγþ τατογ δjφιον Üτολýτοιò τQοσ(,πιΡüα),
(Dicht θber 2ü !,orte ιιτττ persιluliche falnilie!naclιiiclltelτ)
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Χþ ρα
.Η ÜτÜγτησιò üπισýεγ-ΑυΙτγοτt umseitig-RepoEse αυ vefso, ,]'

ΓQÜψατε τολý εýινÜγνωστα-Βßtlε ιlευtlßòßι schreibeη*ecrire trÝs lisiblerient

Undated Greek Red Cross message form edited locally by the Heraclion Section from ltalian soldier interned at the
Temporary Collection Centre ßη the tοι,ιιη's Catholic Church (Eg|ise Catholique, Iraklbn, Creta) to Catania/ Sicily,
Italy. ICRC/Geneva cachet, ßη transit.

Allied dated censor cachet "VERIFICATO / PER CENSURA / 10.11,43" applied οη arrival at destination,



ΠALIAN ARMY BARRACKS, AGHIoS NIKoLAoS/CREτE (GREECE)

Italian Armed Forces lettersheet fonryarded through the Red Cross to Noιthern ltaly (Salü State) from ltalian soldier
interned at the Barrack of his unit. Place/date of message: Ρ.Μ. 121, 6,10.1943 (Aghios Nikolaos, Crete).
iCRC/Geneva cachet ßη transit,

InspeÜed ßη Verona (italian SociaI Republic), examiner #10.

Postmarked οη arrival, Roncaglia/Alessandria 27,12.43.
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CAMPo DI RACCoLTA Ν. 4, RHoDES ISLAND (DoDECANESE).

Undated cover to Southern ltaly, under Allied control, from ltalian POW held ßη the Col|ection Camp Νο. 4 near
DamatriÝ village, Rhodes. Dispatched to ltaly before the end of February 1944,
Censored ßη the camp; examiner's signature ιηιßth initials οη top right corner (blue crayon).

Inspected also ßη Munich (OK!V "Ad" machine stamping οη back).

Backstamped οη arrival Cibali/Catania L7.4.44 (Sicily) and taxed ι,ιιith 50c. Allied Military Administration stamp,
Ietier rate, probably because the postal clerk ιß,ταs not familiar to sender's particularity or status.
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cAMPo DI RACCoLTA Ν. 6, RHoDES ISLAND (DoDECANESE).

Undated cover to ltaly from ltalian POW held ßη the Collection Camp Νο. 6 near Calato village, Rhodes, dispatched
before the end of February 1944.

Censored ßη the camp; examiner's rank and signature ι,νßth initia|s οη top right corner.

inspected also ßη Verona (Italian Social Republic). Italian tape with Army Censorship Office Νο. 529 oblong framed
cachets for receipt from and return to the Post Office, dated 31MAR 1944; examiners' markings.
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DULAG 135, ATHENS (GREECE).

German bi-linguaI ICRC civilian message form "61", 13.12.1943, to southern ltaly (under Allied control) νßα
Switzerland, used as "capture-card" by ltalian soldier captured οη Rhodes island. Manuscript notation Rodi Egeofor
place of origin.

Sent to German Transit POW Camp 135, Athens, for inspection; camp censor cachet " 10 Geprýft' and signature.
ICRC/Geneva cachet ßη transit.
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cAMPo CASERMA "MUSSoLINI", CEFALoNIA ISLAND (GREECE).
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Cover ιπith enclosed message to ltaly, 15.10.1943, from ltalian POW held ßη the former ltalian Barrack Mussolýni
provisional concentration camp at Argostoli, Postmarked Feldpost "d'LLt.Ι943,
Munich οΚνυ "d" censor markings (ßη red) and sealing tapes οη back; hand-ιηlritten same examiner number "410-8'
οη message.

"Commune diTerenzo / Prov. di Parma" cachet οη cover¸  both sides. Backstamped οη arrival Cassio 20,11.43.
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CAMPo DI CoNCENTRAMENTo CARCERI ARGoSToLI, CEFALoNIA ISLAND (GREECE).

Cover and message to ltaly from ltalian seruice man held ßη the Argostoli Penitentiary Prison provisional
Concentration Camp. Message is dated 14.10.1943,

Postmarked with Feldpost "d" datestamp, 1,11,1943,

German tape with Munich ΟΚνν "d' censure markings ßη red (photocopy); examiner 4199,

Backstamped οη arrival, Mezzano Inferiore 20.11.43,
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KRIEGSGEFANGENEN LAGER, PREVESA (GREECE).

German Army postcard (19.4.1944) to ltaly from ltalian POW ßη the German camp near Prevesa (Central Greece).
Return address: FPN 13 347, given to the camp five days earlier. Νο postal markings (mute postmark recorded
later).

Camp censor number "7" οη top right corner.

Inspected also ßη Germany (Munich ΟΚ!ν "Ad" machine stamp).



ITALIAN ΡΟνν V\/ORKERS ΙΝ GERMAN MILITARY UNITS AND SERVICES

"oRGANIZATIoN ToDT" BAULEΠUNG, ATHENS (GREECE).

Cover to ltaly postmarked Feldpost "d" 21.6,1944 from lta|ian POW ιryorker of the "Ο,Τ." Construction Organization,
Athens Office. Return address: Prigioniero di guerra (Prisoner of war), Ο.Τ. FeId Post, FPN 25 150 D (photocopy)
allocated to the ο.Τ. Construction Supervision Branch. Dienststelle dispatching ofΓice handstamp shoιιιing same
code number.

Inspected ßη Munich (OK!V "d' markings), Backstamped οη arrival, Bargi 5.Β.1944.
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"oRGANIZAπoN ToDT" oBERBAULEΠUNG, SALoNICA (GREECE).

ΡΙαßη covers to ltaly from ltalian POW ι,vorkers of the " Ο.Τ." Construction Organization Head Office at Salonica ιryith
Field Post Numberº6 403"allocated to the Higher Construction Superuision,

Both items were inspeated ßη Germany (Munich ΟΚ!ν "du markings).
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Return address: FPN 16 403 Ε, Postmarked Feldpost "α" 1.12.1943; backstamped San Benedetto 1Β,12.43
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Return address: FPN 16 403 Η, Previously affixed ltalian stamps ι,ιlere taken off and replaced with manuscript
endorsement Feldpostfor postal franchise, Postmarked Feldpost "α" 2,2,1944,



654 ARTILERIE REGIMENT, EPIRUS (GREECE)

ΡΙαßη cover and German Army postcard to ltaly from ltalian POW ιl,rorkers ιryith the 654th German Artillery
Regiment. Munich OKIV "d" censor marking and examiner numbers.

Senders' details: " Μ, Lavoratord' (Military ιvorker), FPN 42 661 Β οη the flap allocated to the 7th Battery. Same
FΡΝ οη the Dienststelle dispatching post office handstamp. Postmarked Feldpost "c" 20.3,44, Backstamped at
destination 20,4,44,
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Senders' details: " Lavoratord' (ι,vorker), changed by the Germans into " Hi|fswillÞgef' (voluntary assistant), FPN
42661Α (ΙΙΙ Battalion). Dienststelle dispatching office cachet "42661D" allocated to the 9th Battery.

Postmarked Feldpost "b" 5.11.1943.
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IRISH PRISoNERS-oF-Vη/AR ΙΝ GERMAN CAMPS

DULAG 1Β5, ATHENS (GREECE).

6
, τ]ε

lnternotional de Ιο Crolx-Rouge
Centrale des prisonniers de guerre

,GΕΝÝνΕ

Ι rt} ? ιr'!
lianre fu,l*fLι^!#
Christian name - Vornanle
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rt ernat ßοηαß ιled iross Eritish §ecti
\Iessage - Mitteilung,

.not over 25 rvords, family neιvs of strictly personal character) _- (nicht iibe

EMPFANGER _ ADDRESSEE
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Ο

]hristian narne

§treet - Strasse

- Vornanre
Ι ε,, ,."l ] Þ;
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l'own - Stadt

Α\τΤ\γοRΤ REPLY Ι F,

Bitte sehr deιιtΙßòlι schreiberι. Please write very clearly.

ICRC civilian message form "61" to Malta, used as "capture-card" (23.11.19α3) by lrish soldier captured by the
Germans οη Leros island, Dodecanese/ ιιΛ,ritten ι,νhßΙε the prisoner ι^/αs ßη the German Transit POW Camp 1Β5,
Athens, οη his transfer to Germany. Typeιaritten additions οη the form made by the camp administration, Camp
censor cachet 10 Geprýftand signature.

ICRC/Geneva cachet ßη transit, Malta DD/25 censor cachet οη arrival.

Reply message οη rear (20.4.1944) sent νßα England. Censor cachets ßη Malta (DD/25) and London (P.W. 7Β29).

As the prisoner rationally had been transferred from Athens to Germany long before the reply reached the ICRC ßη
Geneva, the latter halted forι,ιιarding the form unti| the prisoner can be traced and receive the message otherιηlise.

RAGESTELtER _ ENQUιRER
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GREEK "ESCAPED" PRISoNERS_oF_IVAR ΙΝ SWITZERι-AND

With the collapse of the ltalian forces after ltaly signed αη armistice ßη September 1943, great numbers of Allied service men
ιηιere transferred by the German Army from camps ßη ltaly to others ßη the ltalian Socia| Republic and ßη Germany. However, 835

Greeks left their prison camps and succeeded to ιιιαΙΚ over the A|ps and escape to Switzerland, ιιιhere they were interned.

Among other measures, the "escaped" POWs ι,ιιere granted free letter and parcel post direct ι,ιιith their relatives.

Ιη normal times, they ιιιere using special pre-printed covers, offered by the YMCA and other aid organizations ßη the country,
ιιιhile they were permitted to use the Red Cross civilian message forms "61", reserved ßη principle for exchange of neι,ιls betιηleen

civilians of enemy countries, vyhenever the postaI communications betιryeen Sι,vitzerland and Greece were suspended.

dα

Greek prestamped postcard ιruith additional stamps from Athens, 15.4.1945, to Greek interned ßη Sι,viΕerland.
Postmarked Athens ΖΒ.4,45, Greek censor cachet (Athens, examiner #2L3a).

Swiss military censor handstamp "3B0" (Berne).

Forιryarded to the Director of the Swiss Army Post OfΓice ßη Berne to trace the addressee. Oblong framed cachet
Zuzustellen / Feldpostdirektion to αΙΙοιη, de|ivery.
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TRANSΠ/SoRTING CAMP VISP, VALAIS.

Message to Greece οη undated civilian message form "61" ι,ιιith ηο letterhead or acronym, written by α Greek
escaped poW during his stay ßη the camp (27 ,Ιl,t943 to 13.12.1943); most probably the first he sent to his family.

Sender/addressee details and message type-written by the camp administration ßη Greek language ι,vith Latin
characters; text reads: Ι am welΙ Ηαρργ holidays. Thousand kisses. Theodore,

6τ

DEMANDEUR _ ANFRAGESTELLER - ENQUIRER

Nom _ Λαme 'i;'"i?IΕil}ilUj'ei:,j

LocalitÝ - Ortschaft - Locality

DÝpartement -ΡτονßιιΖ - Cουηφ

Pays-Laιιd-Country

Message λ transmettre - IVlitteilung - Message
(25 mots αυ maximum, nouvelles de caractÝre strictement personnel et familial)-
(nicht ýber 25Worte, nur pòrsünliche Familienιlachrichιen) -(not οτ,ετ 25 u,ords,
family news of strictly persona/ characteÞ,

Ι;n*ß κε}εß; }ß.ò}Ýg gß*"τ"ßÝò" *}ßß"ιßßι f,itria

?hÝ**ετχφ *

Rue-Slrasse-Srreet

Prdnom - Vorname - Christian name ΙΓhÝι.*ειτεiò

Date - Datam

DESTINATAIRE - EMPFANGER - ADDRESSEE

Νοm - ly'ame τ{Ý,ßß τ}:θ,ρ Ο ßßº, IjιI

ΡτÝηοιτι - νοττιαme - Christian name,. Αl*χαηò1::α

ICRC/Geneva
handstamp for dispatch
through the Red Cross

bag system as the
postal communications

betιnleen SιryiΕerland
and Greece \Λ/eτe still
Suspended due to the

armistice signed by
Italy ßη September

1943.

Rue - Slrasse - Slreer Φd.,Φ S l;;g,gr:nosò -ºßξ

LocalitÝ - Ortschalι -Locality º ' -)'ΓΓ](, ,

Ιι,:_; ι,Ι J'. r;'-

Province - Provinz - County

Pays-Land-Coιlntry

REPONSE Αυ VERSO ΑΝΤΙιλΙοRΤ UßÞSEITIG REPLY OVERLEAF
PriÝre d'Ýcrire trÝs liaiblcrnent Bittc τehr deutlich ιchreiban ΡΙòιιò write very clcarly
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CAMP ΜοΝΤΕΤ (BRoYE), FRIBoURG.
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Cover ι,Vith enclosed letter, 5.3.1944, from Greece to Greek escaped POW at the camp, Betιryeen January and Juιy
1944,7Β Greek "escaped" internees ιryere housed there.
Sent through the Red Cross bag system.
International Red Cross Delegation ßη Greece cachet applied ßη Athens for dispaτch, αιοηg ιιυßτh ßτò τι,γο-ιßηe
instructional "PRISONERS OF VVAR" handstamp ßη German/Italian.
ICRC and Service Hellünique (Greek Section) markings υροη arrivaI at Geneva,



cAM Ρ ESTAVAYER-LE-ι-AC, FRIBoURG.

Civilian message form "61" stamped overhead "IMCH", 23.L2,1943, to Greece from Greek escaped POW. The
acronym stands for InternÝment MiIitaire de Ια ConfÝdÝration Helvetique (Sι,viss Confederation Military
Internment), internal naming for the International Red Cross (ICRC) ßη Geneva,

6Ι

DEMANDEUR - ANFRAGESTELLER _ ENQUIRER

ßΣεε&.**Nom - .Δγαme

PrÝnom - Vorname - Christian name

Rue - S/rasse - S/reef ,

LocalitÝ - Ortschafι - Locality .

DÝpartement -Provinz - County

Pays-Land-Counιry

η Sender's first
handιnlritten message
since he had been
transferred from the
Transit Camp at Visp οη
13.12,1943. Locality
and County namings
ιrvere cut off as he ιιιιαs
not alloιryed to give this
information.

ICRC handstamp for
dispatch through the
Red Cross bag system
as the postal
communications to
Greece ιryere stiIl cut.

Mesεage ß tranεmettre - Mitteilung - Mesεage

Date - Dαιυm Χ3,

DESTINATAΙRE -- EMPFANGER - ADDRESSEE

Nom - Name

PrÝnom ^ Vorname - Christian Lθl&: .. .

,,γ" 3 2

Ιτονßηòε - Provinz- County

Pays-Land-Country.

Rue - Sfrasse - ,Slree/ ,,..,,,,

RÝΡοΝsΕ Αυ vERso ΛΝτιγοRτ υιιÞSΕιτιG
PriÝro d'Ýcrirg tτδι liriblemcnt Βßttò τιλι dcutlich rchιoibon

REPLY OVERLEAF
ΡΙοιιò writo vcry clcarl'

(not
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CAMP GUDO (or ROVEREDO), TICINO.

G-n//c

ιξαr,
4eΖτι'ò€
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θe

ß οη
,

e ,'e

Undated ρΙαßη cover from GUDO Camp (or its dependent camp at ROVEREDO) to ICRC/Geneva from α Greek
escaped POW. Greek "escaped" internees ßη either of these two camps are not recorded but it is estimated that this
ι,ιιαs sometime betιηleen March and September 1945.
Sender's address οη flap; ηο camp designation (photocopy).
NeutraI camp postmark applied at the near-by νßΙΙαgε¸ Post Office, Italian text,

Colonel Vassilios Rigas escaped from ltaly; while ßη Switzerland, he aÜed as Inspector of the escaped Greek POWs.



CAMP SASSEL, VAUD.

Undated cover to ICRC/Geneva from α Greek ßη the camp,

The sender ιπrote οη the flap the intended final addressee¸ details ßη Greece, to ιηιhοm the enclosed message
should be fonruarded: Gendarme Elias Carolou, Verria Gendarmerie Sub-direction, Verria,

Sent betιηleen September 1943 and April 1944, when 72-Β7 Greek "escaped" internees ιryere housed ßη this camp.

NeutraI camp postmark applied at the near-by νßΙΙαgε¸ Post Office, French text.
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SERVιcE D,AιDE ΑυΧ ι NTERNES MΙLΙΤAΙRES SUISSE
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offeft par ΙΘ cοmßtÝ Universel des Unionr ChrÝ-
ßßθηπε3 dΘ Jθune§ GΘπα (ΥΜcΑ), di9 ΜßΙßÝ.κοm-
mission der CVJM (ΥΜcΑ), le DÝρατtεmΘηt §οòßα|

Roπiand θt |e Fonds Ευ.οΡ6Θη dθ seÝrur§ αυχ

Ýιυdßαηtg, ζ"Þcý<



Iιιιsιoε SERVICE SτAGES το FoR\jvARD Α MESSAGE FoRM "61": ηºε*sαgε fαßτ ε Ι; faiτ ε l.
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offert υηßοη§ chr6-
iiennθs de Jeunes Genε (ΥΜcΑ), die Μ!Ιßθτκοm-
mission der cVJM (ΥΜcΑ), ΙΘ DÝpart6m9nt soclal
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SERVΙCE D,AΙDE ΑυΧ ΙNTERNÝS MΙLΙΤAΙRES ΕΝ SUΙSSE

Ε"ρ.;

f}
,Ý*rr, /" ß*r/,

υ/υεε* α,οßι,

τdι'*η§*

€aL

'¾υ
,/" ò/ιLφ. roßοη
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,
ΟfrΘτι par Ιθ cοmßtÝ Uniνersel des Unions chτÝ-
tiennθS dΘ Jeunes GÝηε (ΥΜcΑ), die MiIitarkom-
mission dΘr cVjM (ΥΜcΑ), Ιε DÝparι€meit sccial
Romand et ie Fonds Ευ.ορÝεη de Secours αυχ
Ý ιudiantε,

YMCA covers from Greek escaped POWs to the ICRC/Geneva, Greek Section.
-CAMP ESTAVAYER-LE-LAC, FRIBOURG. Camp name postmark applied at the near-by tovvn's Post OfΓice, French text;
sent betvveen October 1943 and July 1944, ι,νhεη 170-350 Greek "escaped" internees ιnrere housed ßη this camp.
-CAMP WONAND, VAUD. Postmarked at the near-by tοι,νη's Post OfΓice, Yvonand 16.11.1943.

After the enclosed messages to relatives ßη Greece ι,ιιere transcribed οη ICRC forms "61", notations message fαßτ 61
or fait 6,/ ι,vere handι,vritten οη the covers/ ßη French, to confirm the job ιηιαs done.
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IrusIoε SERvICE SτAGES το FoRVη/ARD Α MESSAGE FoRM "61": νυ αυ serv. ICH,
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Cover to ICRC/Geneva from Greek escaped POW soldier (address οη flap) ßη the camp near Bonnefontaine village,
Friburg [Β9 Greeks ι,vere recorded being housed ßη this camp betι,veen September and December 1944].

Neutral Sιηιßss Internment franchise camp postmark applied at the near-by village¸ Post OfΓice, German text,

For some reason/ the message ιηιαs sent for inspection to the lCRC/internment Section before being transcribed οη
the form "61', and α linear cachet νυ αυ seru..Ι6H(Inspected at the ICH Section) and date 20 SEPT. 1944ßη reü
ιvere appliedon the cover/ ßη French, to confirm this ιταs done.
The acronym "ICH" stands for InternÝment de Ια ConfÝdÝration Helvetique (Sι,ιliss Confederation Internment),



UNDERcovEn (Ρηινητε) Aooκεss

CAM Ρ ESTAVAYER-LE-LAC, FRIBoURG.
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Envelope with letter, dated 9,4.1944, from α Greek escaped POW ofΓicer to Greece. Posted from Konstanz/
Germany οη 17.5.44 by internee's friend (photocopy) and censored ßη Vienna; blue chemicaI brush line and OKW
"g" machine stamp tying the sealing tape,
Backstamped ßη Greece, Salonica 2Β,5.44 and Larissa 30.5.44. Addressee's hand ιryritten notation: Receiyed
31/5/44,
The sender seemingly persuaded α German lady visiting Sιηlitzerland to take his letter and post it from her home ßη
Germany, ßη order to surpass difΓiculties and delays ßη communications. It should be noted here that other
examples exist of his letters mailed by difΓerent German ladies living ßη Konstanz, α tοιηιη close to the borders,
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CAMP ESTAVAYER_LE-LAC, FRIBoURG.

Undated civilian message form "61" stamped overhead "IMCH' to Greece from Greek escaped POW. The acronym
"IMCH" stands for InternÝment Militaire de Ια ConfÝderation Helvetique (Swiss Confederation Military Internment),
internal naming for the International Red Cross (ICRC) ßη Geneva.
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DEMANDEUR _ ANFRAaESTELLER - ENQUIRER

Rue-S/rasse-S/reef

R,L-?,

Message Þ transmettre - Mitteilung - Message
(25 mots αυ maximum, nouvelles de caractüre striotement personnel et
familiai) 

-^(nicht 
iiber 25 Worte, nur persünliche FamiIiennachrichten) -(not over 25 words, famiIy news of stricιly personal character),

LocalitÝ - Ortsc\ιalt - LocaIitv

DÝpartement - Provinz - County

Pays- Land - Country

Nom - Name

Localitü - OrtschaIt - Locality

Province - Provinz - County

Pays - Land.Cauntry

RÝΡοΝSΕ Αυ vERSo
Priδre d'Ýcrire trÝs tl*lblement

/

ICRC handstamp for
dispatch through the
Red Cross bag system
as the postal
communications to
Greece ιryere
suspended.

The POW Section of the
Greek Red Cross
applied its handstamp
adding the day of
arrival " 31-3-44' ßη
pencil.

Ý#"κερeq-#rzÞ*
PrÝnorn - Vorname. Chriòtian name Ι/,rΖηι'οοροιL&α*
Rue - s/rasse - sιreeι frrr* /αß2SοηοS fF'3Z

ANT\ryoRT UMSEITιG
Blite sehr deutllch schrelben

REPLY OVERLEAF
Please wriÝe very clearly

Nom - Name

PrÝnom . Vorname - Chrisiian name

DESTINATAIRE ADDRESSEE



CAMP ESTAVAYER-LE-ιAC, FRIBoURG.

YMCA cover to Greece from Greek escaped POW. Sιryiss Internment franchise camp handstamp with place name
applied at the near-by tοι,ιιη's Post Office, ßη French.

Sender's message, dated 11 April, οη enclosed picture-postcard of Lausanne with printed code "A.C.F.-3.10.1939"
οη text side for admission by the Swiss postal seιyice to be sent abroad, according to regulations set ι,vith the
outbreak of WW2.

Examined ßη Berne (military censor "315") and forι,varded to Germany; censored a|so ßη Vienna ("Ag" marking),

Transmitted to Athens/Greece, ι,vhere the Greek Red Cross / POW Section stamped and passed it to the Central
Post Office.

Backtamped υροη arrival at final destination, Larissa 19.5,44.
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GREEK CIVILIAN INTERNEES ΙΝ ΤΗΕ ITALIAN SOCIAL REPUBLIC
(SALü STATE, SEP. 1943 - ΜΑΥ 1945)

CAMPo CoNCENTRAMENTo FoSSoLI, CARPI (MoDENA).
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Italian picture postcard sent postage-free to Greece, Ι2.3.L944, from Greek civilian internee ßη the camp (under
Italian administration). The postage stamp remained uncancelled but ιηιαs pul|ed out by the (philatelist!) sender
after he returned home about 1γ2 years later.

Text ι,vritten obligatorily ßη ltalian.

Censored ßη the near-by German Army camp; examiner's number ιruith pencil οη loι,ver right corner.

Transmitted through the Red Cross bag system; stamped ßη Croatia (Zagreb), Sι,ιlitzerland (Geneva), and Greece
(Athens),



JE!η/ISH CAMP, ΜΑΝΤονΑ.
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cιετ.ιÝψΕ (§uisse)

RICHIEDENTE - DEIVIANDEUR - ENQUIRER

Cognirιne - Nom - /Vame ,Β,

,%

"1;,S Ι/

Paese_ Pogs-Couilιrg
Testo da trasmetlere - Message Ü trιιnsmetire - Message

(Νοη ρßß di 25 parole - solo notizie iamigliuιi) - (
velles de caractδre stιictement personnel et famil
[amily ne',,',rs of òtιßò.tΙγ personal characteI).

,Ü,qυ&

25 mois αυ mαχßmυτη, η:υ-
ßαΙ) - (Nüt over 25 wo,cls,
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Data - δαΙε /8 'ο

DΕSτ"ιΝΑº,ΑRΙΟ - DE§TINATAιRE - ADDRESSEE

β*ο-
Norne - Ρτüηοηι - Chτislian name

Ιηι-ΙßτßΖΖο - Adresse - Addre-ss

# ΤΕ/γΕ *

Cognome, λom_Λ'arrιe

,- ι - ß, ],__,,--"",,-",_-]:,ß-,.-],1-rττ1,-ß

RÝΡOΝs[ Αυ yΕRso

Priire d' eτriιε lisiblement
RtΡιγ òγtRιΕtf,"-

. Please wτßΙαòΙεαηΙγ

Italian Red Cross (SαΙü State) civilian message form "Mod. 3" (1Β.1.1945) to Greece/ sent by Greek civilian inτernee
ßη the camp (former Jeι,ιlish Home for the Aged), Italian Red Cross / Campaign Headquaιters cachet.
Forwarded through the Red Cross Agencies ßη Geneva, Switzerland, and Naples (Southern ltaly under Allied
control) to Athens; Greek Red Cross cachet and date 6,ΙΟΥΝ.1945 (6.6.45) applied υροη arrival.
Passed by US military censor ßη Naples; CivilMails 0124and C.C.O. cachets applied.
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Si prega di scrivιre leggibiimenle



CAMPo CoNCENτRAMENTo FoSSoLI, CARPI (MoDENA),
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Enve|ope postmarked Fossoli 5.6,44 to ICRC/Geneva from Greek civilian internee ßη the camp (Italian
administration). Camp postal cachet CAMPO CONCENTRAMENTO / FOSSOU / tJfficio Ρ,5. and censor mark poSTA
DI INTERNATO aWLE / VERIFIaT) PER CEN9URA,

Inspected also ßη Verona (64R stamp and admission/release cachets) and ßη Munich/Germany (tape ι,ιιßth oKW "d"
machine stamp).
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GREEK INTERNEES ΙΝ NORTHERN ITALY LIBERATED ΒΥ ALLIED TROOPS

JEIVISH CAMP, ΜΑΝΤονΑ (rALIAN SoclΑl REPUBLIC)
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Envelope with message to Greece from Greek civilian internee ßη the camp. Written ßη English, 1.5.1945, fΙve days
after the sender ι,ναs liberated by the Allied troops.

Νο postal markings.

Censored υροη arrival ßη Athens: Greek "Examiner Νο. 1552" tape with censor cachet.
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SUSPENSION OF POSTAL COMMUNICATIONS

Throughout the ι,var, the mail often became precarious as war operations might ινεΙΙ result to the suspension of postal
communications.

Ιη genera|, tι,ιιo were the major reasons for the disorder and delays caused: the events that folloιryed ßη ltaIy after the armistice
was signed ßη September 1943 and the advance of the Al|ied armies to reach Germany, especially during the period from
September 1944 to the end of the ιιιατ ßη Europe, ßη Μαγ 1945,

When postal communications ιιτßth Greece \^/ere cut off, it frequently occurred that weeks or even months passed by \Λ,ithout

mail being received from or sent to Greece.

As regards the Greek POWs escaped to SwiΕerland, it is worth to note that, ßη cases the postal communications ι,vith Greece
were suspended, permission was given to them for the use of the civilian message form, reserved ßη principle for exchange of
neιvs between civilians of enemy countries.

GERMAN ARMY HIGH COMMAND CENSORSHIP OFFICE "9", νΙΕΝΝΑ (AUSTRIA),

{,;,,
.!β.$

Photocopy
,βºιι_.l*
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c δΦf*β.º

cAMPo P,G. 17, REZZANELLo/PnCENZA (ΠALY)

Cover estimated mailed ßη late August / early September 1943 from Larissa/Greece to the camp. Censored by the
Italians ßη Athens, and seized by the Germans ßη that office ιηιhεη ltaly declared the armistice οη Β.9.43.

Sent to Vienna, it passed tι,vice by censor and finally was stamped "Zurýck / Verkehr gesperιt" (Return /
Communication suspended) and "Retour"to be returned οη 4.11,43 to sender ßη Greece,

Backstamped Thessaloniki (Salonica) 1.12.43; Larissa 3,12,43,

ÞS"Ý
fu*

ι
{:',



KoNZENTRATIoN LAGER NEUENGAMME, HAMBURG (GERMANY).

Absga3ar : § iayr,εrs hl ιtz.l.rka::
Athan,
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Letter dated 27,70,1944, to α Greek prisoner ßη security Block "M", Neuengamme Concentration Camp, from
Athens/Greece. As Athens ιryas liberated οη 12 October, and the German troops ιluere still ßη Central Greece
retreating noιthιπards to Germany, the letter remained ßη the City Central Post Office. FßηαΙ|γ, it ι,ναs backstamped
οη 20 November for dispatch to the International Red Cross Delegation ßη Greece, based ßη Athens.

It ιταs forιryarded through the De|egation's POW Section ßη its bag to the ICRC/Geneva, given to the tοιηιη Post
Office and sent to Basle.

As the postal communications ιηιßth Germany \Λ/ετε also cut οÞ the cover \Λ/αò stamped at Basle ιryith α framed 4-
Iine marking ßη German/French "Zurýck - Retour / PosWerkehr eingestellt / Seruice postal suspendu / Basel 17"
(Return / Postal communication suspended / Basle 17) to be sent by post back to sender νßα England.

Censored ßη London, (Private correspondence examiner 56).

Postmarked υροη arrival ßη Athens οη 17.10.1945, almost one full year later.
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ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΙΚΟΝ ΔΕΛΤΑΡΙΟΝ
ΔΙΑ ΤΟ ΕΣΩΤΕΡΙΚΟΝ

Επß τηs

tlouteηant Üe νο 'αο,.-υ ý
ΕρηmlηοηÜαs Q

§.υ;α;

Ι{ΔΙßDΤΙ{tπl§

Greek postal stationery card from Athens, 1.3.1945, to ofΓicer detained ßη the Vienna Military Remand Prison.
Returned to sender by the British Military Postal Seruice, Taranto/Italy, folloιruing instruction by the US War
Depaιtment; 3-Iine handstamp "REΤURNED ΤΟ SENDER/ by Direction of the War Depaιtment / Undeliverable as
Addressed" ßη violet.

Backstamped Athens [unreadable day/month] οη dispatch to sender. Greek censor markings applied ßη Athens.
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Ε^ΛΑΣ
ΕΠΙΣΤΟΛΙΚΟΝ ΔΕΛΤΑΡΙΟΝ

ΔΙΑ ΤΟ ΕΣΩΤΕΡΙΚΟΝ

Επß τÞs πλε:ιραs raιιrr7s ,,ριßφετιιι ,ιιüνοι, ι) διε-ýOυνσιs

ΞRΙ$ΟΝΝΙτR DE α,τΕRηΕ
ffi

tleutenant d,e Υοseeαυ

Epamlnondas Ο Panas

ò.

W.U.G.
Ιß

{_ι
s

Greek postal stationery card from Athens, 9,3,1945, to officer detained ßη the Vienna Military Remand Prison.
Returned to sender by the Greek Postal Seruice, Athens GPO: handιryritten endorsement "ΕπιστρÝφεται / δεν
υπÜρχει / συγ/νΙd' (It is returned; ηο communication exists),

Backstamped Athens 10.3.45 οη dispatch to sender, Greek censor markings applied ßη Athens.

ε^Ε ΓχοΣ

ννΕΗ RMACHTU NTERSUCH υ NGSG EFAG NIS ννΙΕΝ, νΙΕΝ ΝΑ (AUSTRIA).
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oFLAG Β, WUTZEτZ/FRIESACK (GERMANY)

α ψ;ß

Αη den i'lrie$sòeiaιi3εfiòη
Αυ 1ιιßsι:ιτηßòι ,ßò

ι,, tßυ i:ιison;.ιer

L a§ει,,}r, azeichnuιlg ι

Gebiihrεl.ι§reji Fιar,c Ce port!

"}d9Q

o]r Θ[ιrΙποιτ

ßÝrÜß αιιιαιι:ιß 1α υιογ
:;υ€υßι7 ρυιτ ..ΙιΙ {ι

rrιo1 r pac[ τ-g

: l3peasqy

POW lettersheet reply half ιlvritten at Kastoria (Greek Western Macedonia), 1Β.3.1945 to Greek POW ßη OfΓicers
Camp Β.

Forιnrarded to the Greek Red Cross, Thessaloniki (Salonica) Section, and further to the main oifice ßη Athens; both
agencies' cachets ßη red.

Censored by examiner 210 Eand postmarked ΑΘΗΝΑΙ - ΕΠΙΣΗΜΑ (Athens - OfΓicial) 6.4.45, but it ulas returned to
sender by post as αΙΙ communications \^Jere suspended due to the Allied advance ßη Germany. Postmarked
Thessa|oniki 13.4,45, Kastoria 30.4.45.
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!νΕΗ RMACHTU NτERSUCH υ NGSG EFAGNIS ννΙΕΝ, νΙΕΝ ΝΑ (AUSTRIA).
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Θηυ
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:ΙJο

uoagld 1α αοτ1
:.eσΙeσπΖ Ρυη .JΦΔ

.ιnol1p9dxg
:JθρυΦΕgΙ/

Stalag ΧνΙΙ Α (Kaiserstreinbruch) pre-printed POW reply lettersheet (German/French text)/ 3.9,1943, endorsed for
use ßη the Vienna Military Remand Prison. Sent by registered post from Greece to detained Greek Νανγ OfΓicer,

Additional Greek airmail 50dr. stamp cancelIed Athens 4.ΤΧ,43, four days before the announcement of ltaly's
armistice, The ietter \^/as halted ßη ltaly for months, sent back to sender after the end of World War ΙI. 2-1ine
handstamp AL ΜΙΤΤΕΝΤΕ / SERVIaO ΝΟΝ AMMESSO (Το sender / Seruice not admitted). Italian military censor
cachet UFFICIO CENSURA MILΠARE / POSΤA ESTERA / TRANSΠO applied ßη Genoa.

Greek arrival postmark/ Athens/Registered 11.1.46.
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PoSTAL CοΝ4Ν4υι!ιCΑτιοΝS SUSpENDED DUE το τΗΕ ΑRιηιsτιòε SIGNED αγ ΙτRιγ

cAMPo P.G. 3Β, ΡοΡΡΙ (ToSCANA, πALY)
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ι
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Registered cover from Filiatra, Greece (14.Β.1943), to Greek prisoner ßη the camp. Examined ßη Athens by the
Italian censure office; tape with censor cachet οη back side (photocopy) and examiner "lB/Gre" marking ßη circle.

2-Iine Athens GPO handstamp, ßη Greek: "ΕΠΙΣΤΡΕΦΕΤΑΙ ΛΟΓΩ / ΔΙΑΚΟΠΗΣ ΣΥΓΚΟΙΝΩΝΙΩΝ' (Return due to
suspension of communications) for the return to sender as the letter was available to be fonηlarded to ltaly at the
time it vvas announced that ltaly signed the armistice.

Sent backto FiIiatra and again readdressed to Athens (Β.11.43); postmarked οη arrival, Athens 1Β,12.43.
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Ροsτηι Cουι,ηυιιυòRτιοΝS SυSΡΕΝοεο; Usε oF τΗΕ Rεο CRoss Bnc SγsτεΝ

CAMP VERSoIX, GENEVE.

Cover postmarked Geneva 13.4.44 to Greece from α Greek escaped POW ι,ιιßth ηο camp designation οη return
address. Neutral Sιryiss Internment franchise cachet ßη French. Passed by military censor "315" ßη Bern.
The Berne Post OfΓice applied the boxed Retour - Zurýck / Seruice postal suspendu / Posfuerkehr eingestellt cachet
due to suspension of postal communications ι,vith Greece,
Forιryarded to the ICRC, Geneva, where the above indication was crossed out and the envelope ι^/αs put ßη the bag
for Athens.
The Greek Red Cross POW Section applied its cachet οη arrival to Athens, and the cover ι^/αs put into the Greek' postal circuit. Backstamped at finaI destination, Larissa 6.5.1944.
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ΤΗΕ RED CROSS MAIL BAG SYSTEM

The exchange of POW mail by the Red Cross ιryent οη continuously αΙΙ through the ιryar even ßη cases of suspension
of postal communications betvveen the belligerent countries ßη Europe,

Such mail ι,ναs handed to the Red Cross mainly because it ι,ναs able to overcome αΙΙ obstacles
and ensure more reliable delivery,

!νΕΗ RMACHTU NTERSUCH υ NGSG EFAGNIS !νΙΕΝ, νΙΕΝ ΝΑ (AUSTRIA).

Letter from detained Greek Νανγ ofΓicer detained ßη the Vienna Military Remand Prison, Β.1.1945, to the ICRC ßη
Geneva for transmission through the mail bag system; .

Cover sent open for inspection. Censored by the OKW "e" office ßη Frankfuιt/Main; inspected also ι,ιlith blue
chemicaI ßηκ.
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REFUGEE SECTION

CZECHOSLOVAKIAN and GERMAN JEW REFUGEES ΙΝ ΤΗΕ DODECANESE

The penτcho, α paddle steamer purchased by α Zionist youth movement, arrived ßη Bratislava ßη Μαγ, 1940, Οη 16 Μαγ, some

400 Czechoslovakian young men and women boarded οη it, and left down the Danube to Bezdan, Yugoslavia, ι,ιιhere 100 more
passengers/ mostly German Jew refugees boarded tvιιo ι,veeks later. During the next five months, the Pentcho cal|ed at
Vldin/Bulgaria, Sulina/Romania and Piraeus/Greece. After leaving Piraeus οη 9 October 1940, the ship foundered οη Camiloni

rocky isleτ, ßη the Egeo ltalian Colony, οη 25 October. Soon aftervιιards, they ιryere taken to the Island of Rhodes.

Αιt survivors were brought to the City Stadium immediately after the wreck, ιryhere the "Campo Spoιtivo" (or "Campo Stadione")

ι^/αò esτabιished; of τhem, 124 νιιοmεη and 9 infants were sheltered by the Jeι,ιlish community of Rhodes. The rest ιruere later

τransferred το τhe "Campo dei Naufraghi San Giovanni" (Shipιryreck victims camp 'San Giovanni) ßη the main barracks of the
Regina Division, being interned there until February 1942, when they were transferred to Camp Ferramonti-Tarsia, Ita|y.

CAMPO STADIONE, RHODES.

Cover postmarked Rhodes 17.10.1941 to the International Red Cross - Geneva from German Jew, Survivor of the
Pentcho Shipwreck interned ßη the "Stadium Camp" - Rhodes.
2-1ine "INTERNATI CNILI DI GUERRA / FRANCHIGIA POSTALE" (Civilian Internees of War / Postal Franchise)
cachet to grant postage-free transmission. Rhodes censor markings οη both sides.
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CAMPO DEI NAUFRAGHI, RHODES ISLAND.
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Registered and insured cover to HICEM Immigrant Aid Organization Committee ßη Slovakia, postmarked Rhodes
2,9,194L, from Czech Jew refugee ßη the Shipwreck victims Camp "San Giovanni", Rhodes.

Italian local censor cachet "Verificato per censura". Inspected also ßη Germany (tape with Munich OKW cachet οη
back side), and ßη Slovakia (tape ιryith Bratislava examiner #11 handstamp).
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CAMPO DEI NAUFRAGHI, RHODES ISLAND.

International Red Cross civilian message form "61", dated 13 February 1942, from Shangai, China to Jeul
shipwrecked refugee ßη Camp "San Giovanni", Rhodes. iCRC/Geneva cachet.

Redirected to civilian
internees Concentration
Camp Ferramonti-Ta rsia
Italy, where the addres-
see ι^/αS transferred to.

Reply to China ιryritten
overleaf οη lst Novem-
ber 1942.

6t
ΙΕ òOßιηßΤΕ ιNTEnNAτiONAL DE LA cHOιχ-ROuGE

ffi ι ι,r.:^ , Ραιαßs du Cοιιsεßι GÝηÝται

ffi ýffi GEN*'E (suisseι

6L Ulc, ,/*

, DEI\,IANDEUR - ANFR.AGE§TEL!-ER * ENQUiRER

ΡτÝτιοm - /orrιarπe ---1

Rue,t, */ras§e , S'tree

Localitü - Ortschal? - Locality .,,,..,

, D\.,,rtemeπt - Proyinz - Caunty.

Pays-Ι.and-Counιry &/."η-
blessage λ transrnettre - MitteiΙung - lVΙessage
(25 mots αυ maximum, nouvelies de caractδre strictement personnel et familiai) -(nicht Über 25Worte, nur persüιlliche Familieιιnachrichten) - (not aver 25 wards,
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l.ßοπι - ,Λγαmε, f,) Α ΓΙ Ρß
Prιinom * Vornε,,ne - Christian name

Rue-SÝrasse-Slree1

LocalitÝ - Olschafι -

Pays-Laιιd-Covntιy

RÝΡοΝ§Ε Αυ VERSΦ ANTWΦRT UrVi§EgTτG
PriÝrε d'ιüòτßτe trür liεiblemeni &ittε gohr deatlich sehreibcn

REPLY OVER.LEAF,
Pleage write yery c!"arly



CAMPO DEI NAUFRAGHI, RHODES ISLAND.
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Rφistered and insured cover to ICRC/Geneya, fo|ded to smaIlür size by the
ωmp's ltalian Administration. Prωumed to have containd civilian
message forms "61" from the inΕrnees to be forιπarded onι,vards through
the I€RC mail bag system.

InspeÜed οη the island; backsΕmped but not opened ßη ΜßΙαη (UCPE Ιπ
censor marking),

Postmarked Rhodes 2L2.L942, ΜßΙαη 24 and26.2.42, Geneva 27.2.42.
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GREEK REFUGEES ΙΝ ΤΗΕ MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA

CAMP DES REFUGIÝS GRECS, SoUK EL GHARB (LEBANoN).
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Cover to the USA from the Greek Refugees Camp, Souk el Gharb,
Beyrouth".
Posted at the near-by viIlage, 1.3.1944; Aley 7.3.44 Ιη trans|t.
Censored ßη Beyrouth and ßη Neι,v York.
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U.N.N.R.A. REFUGEE CAMP, NUSEIRAT/GAZA (PALESTINE),

Postcard from Greek Jel,v rÝfugee, 1Β.12.1944, to Greece. The ιryriter informs that he and his brother escaped
arrest ßη Salonica and managed to reach Palestine νßα Turkey. After Greece's liberation, the refugees ιΛ,ετε told that
U,N.N.R.A. ιηιßΙΙ transfer them to Salonica as the situation ιryould soon be normal.
Posted at near-by Nuseirat οη 1Β.12.44; inspected ßη Jerusalem. Postmarked at destination α month later,
Thessaloniki 14,1.45.
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U.N.N.R.A. REFUGEE CAMP, EL ARISH (EGYPT).
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Cover from Salonica/Greece, Β.12.1944, to Greek Jew refugee.
Note sender's address: Hütel Makedonikon, Thessalonique, α relative recently returned to homeland.

Postmarked KANTARA L9.L2,44 (Egypt),
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GREEK JΕνη/ REFUGEES ΙΝ ΤΗΕ MIDDLE EAST
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Postcard from Jerusalem, 7.12,1944, to Greece. The ιruriter announces that he escaped arrest (ßη Joannina/Greece)
and ιιιßth great hardship managed to reach Palestine.

Private address; he lived at Jerusalem and ιηιorked as α pharmacist. After the restoration of postal communications
he sought information regarding his fami|y's fate. Text includes: "Ι αm ßη Palestine where Ι fled to after suffering
hardships. With this, Ι beg γου to give me αηγ information γου have about my familyº

Censored ßη Jerusalem and postmarked Β,12,1944. The card took rnore than one month to arrive to Athens;
addressee's handιryritten notation for receiving : 1 7/1/1 945,
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MoSES VVELLS REFUGEE CAMP (EGYPT).
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Ιι,ιτεR-cηιqρ MAIL. From Greek refugee ßη the camp to another ßη the "Greek Refugee Camp ΒΕ 179" (U.N.N.R.A,
Refugee Camp, Greek Sector), Gaza/Palestine. The cover \,vas sent open to Cairo for inspection; sealed by the
Egyptian censorship ofFice.
The pre-affixed stamps \^/ere cancelled at Cairo, 16,7,1944,
Postage due handstamp ΤΟ ΡΑΥ -? MILS; the due ιταs not collected"
Backstamped Gaza 19,7.44.
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MoSES VVELLS REFUGEE CAMP (EGYPT)
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ι-Ξι-Πf,ΠΠΠ^ff
From Greek refugee ßη the camp to the USA.

The cover ιryas sent open to Cairo for inspection; sealed by the Egyptian censorship ofΓice
The pre-affixed stamps ι,ιιere cancelled at Cairo, 3,12,43,

Examined again υροη arrival ßη Neιlv York.
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MoSES \VELLS REFUGEE CAMP (EGYPT),
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From Greek refugee ßη the camp to the USA ιryith "AIR MAIL / òηεεκ τΕτΓ" camp marking. Sender's address: '4620-
51Β, Moses Wells, Egypt'| The cover ιΛ,αs sent open to Cairo for inspection; sealed by the Egyptian censorship
office,
The pre-affixed stamps ιryere cance|led at Cairo, 30.11,43.
Examined again υροη arrival ßη Νειτ York,
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GREEK REFUGEES, QUARTERS, ADDIS ΑΒΑΒΑ (ΕΤΗΙοΡη)

>.
Ω"
Ο

θ**",$

ε;Ý

'Γ ,ι,. 
,|_..lf

t'" 'ß';,ψ

,,ß.Ý ε
.ìιg - 

ý

jl

!,

ρ
*

ψ .; Α Ý t.ιλ Ι-;* 
"Ι:ß",,* jt j, Ý

ftipr. νß*ßα

Airmailed to the USA and cancelled ADDIS ΑΒΑΒΑ 10.11.1943.
Manuscript endorsement "Passed by censor"by the camp administration.

Opened and examined again at Khaιtoum, Sudan,
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POST_VVAR SECTION

LIBERATED GREEK INTERNEES and PRISONERS-OF-!η/AR

cENTRo RACCoLTA PRoFUGHI, FIRENZE (ΠALY).

νΕΝΙΕΖΙΑ - Coriile ΡαΙαΖΖο Dι;òαΙe

a2

2-e44e-

postcard sent by α Greek refugee transpofted by the A|Iies to Venice poft to embark for repatriation to Greece,
Message ιηιritten οη 5.12,1945, the day of the ship's departure to Piraeus. Sender's address: Centro Raccolte
Profughi, Firenze (Refugees Collection Camp, Florence).

Postmarked Venezia 7,LΖ,45,

Passed by Allied military censor (Censura Militare / 0111 / Posta Civile, ItaIy)"

Greek postmark ΝΑΥΣΤΑΟΜΟΣ (Νανγ Yard), 10.1"46.
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ALLIED Ρ.νν. REPAτRIATIoN DETACHMENT, TARANTo (ΠALY)

Ιινυß,ξ*Η γß,ß*'ß*¾',η.:flº*:,υΤ

OPEt{ED ΒΥ ηißÝßjºιι'{Ηßξ τe.

British Army air letter to Greece, 7 .7 ,7945, from Greek ex-prisoner ßη OfΓicers Camp "Ο' (Νο, 1), Taranto,

Forι,ιιarded to Greece through the British Army Postal Service; FΡΟ 531 7,7,45 (Taranto/Italy), ΒΑΡΟ 15 9.7.45
( Na pies/Ita Iy), FPO 7 Β2 24.7,45 ( Prevesa/Greece).

British A.F.\iV3312 and Greek 52l155Β ΟΒΕ tapes and censor cachets.
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CENTRo RACCoLTA PRoFUGHI, FIRENZE (ΠALY).
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Registered envelope postmarked Firenze 15.2.46 to Greece from Greek ex-hostage sheltered after the ι,var at the
Fugitives Collection Camp, Florence,

Foreign correspondence military censor cachet UFFICIO CENSURA MILITARE / POSTA ESTERA / TRANSΠO applied
ßη Genoa.

Postmarked ßη Greece: Athens 4.ßΙß.46 and Kerkyra (Coιfu) 14.MAR.46.
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GREEK DISPLACED PERSONS LIBERATED

TINoS ISLAND, GREECE.

Envelope ιryith contents (13.2.45) to France from French Archimandrite of Greek origin displaced οη Tinos Island,
Greece. Text includesi "Ι am interned οη Tinos for 3 years with ηο mail ηο ships. We suffered too mιJch",

Carried οη French ιruarship having called at Tinos. Cachets Αυ bon soins du SLOM de.."......" and "Marseil1e" (In
good care of Military Works Local Seιvice of Marseilles).

Postmarked Poste Navale 15.3.45,
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GERMAN PRISONERS-OF-VYAR ΙΝ BRITISH CAMPS

After Germany capitulated ßη Μαγ 1945, the German troops ßη the Dodecanese, Milos Island and Crete surrendered.

òhοιτΙγ after, they αΙΙ ιryere sent to British camps ßη Egypt, from ι,vhere special"Working Companies"iruere formed

under British command. Some of those units ιryere sent back to Dodecanese and Crete (sea-mine collectors) and
mainland Greece (electricians).

They αΙΙ vιιere transferred back to Egypt after having done their job,

2719 INDEPENDENT GERMAN Ρ.νν. VVoRKING CoMPANY, DoDECANESE
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εΙ* ζΗΙΕF P.O.W. POSTAL CENTRE, MIDDLE EAST
νοη Krlεgsgeiangεneιπ Nr ffi 116;9Ο

poW Briτish posτcard, 13.1ο.1946, to Germany/British zone from German POW οη Rhodes Island, He ιηιαs captured

οη Leros Island (Β.5.45), transferred to Egypt and brought to Rhodes ιτßth the 2719th German Prisoner-of-War

Working Company.

Postcard prepared/typewritten by the British Camp administration"
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2719 IND. GERMAN Ρ.νν. WoRKING CoMPANY (ΒΓπΕR LAKE, EGYPT).
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postcard from German Ρο!ν, 22,2,7947, after the Company had been transferred from Rhodes island back to
Egypt.

The prisoner \Λ/αs captured οη Crete Island (FPN 68032 C,733 Grenadier Regt.).



2772 IND. GERMAN Ρ.νν. WoRKING CoMPANY (ΒΙΤτΕR LAKE, EGYPT)
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Ν αßιe

For

siian ηαιοe ßη
Εα

State rank, ΡΟ\t/ ιruarbεr Canp
, Fþ τ òßγßΙ!χη inιernces §taie iEternee η:τιι:Lετ αηd Camp,
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tJε; ZifiliflicrnlÝrien ist ιßßε: Lαgεττιιιπτmετ ,ηΖιιgεbεη. __Flessage 
Ov';ileat !

: }Ülttetlιιττg π§τ!,*!Ýßg !

ICRC express message, for use Ιη cases ιryithout ne\^/s for over six months/ to Germany from German POW ßη
Egypt, Sender's first message, 2Β.3,1946.

The prisoner ι^/αs captured οη Crete Island (Pigeon-post seruice) and transferred to Egypt after Germany's
capitulation,

ΙtεgετνειΙ ΙοΓ $ι,ß§ýηΦτ§ of war or οΙγßΙΙαη lnt+rrreeg απ.ι tßτεßτ taπιilieg ιVithoιιt εεrνs {or ονεt
δΙ}ι mΦßÝhÝ.

Ausschliesslich fι]τ trξτßεò§gεfαßßgεftßq odξr ZivlliBterhiertθ ιιηd derei Fanιlllen t,estia]Int {Ιßι' seii
melrr ais sech &Ιοπαßeη ohne direIiie Naelι|i.hien §ind.



306ι4 PoW CAMP, FAYED (BITTER LAKE, EGYPT),

ΟΦΜ!ΤΕ ιΝΤΗRß\,!ΑΤιQβΙΑL DE LA CRοιΧ- ROL"ι6E
AGEβ.ιcE cENTRALE DΕΞs] l>Rι§aNNIERs D§ |ß!"jξΕΕΙΞ

Erkennungsmarke - Army Ν0 - Motricule

Gebýlrrentreι
Free οß chorge
i:lanc de oorl

ADDRE§SEE - DESTINATAιRE
EMPFANGER

.Ω;:1,ß
.\

-.l! u, _J ι'

§urname - Nom

Vorname - Christian Nanιe - Prünorn : ,_,._......,.,,|,,,_ ,' :..,,

Name

Kgt, Nr. - Pow Nr. i,Jil Ρ.

Dienstgrad Ronk Grade: __"

,,_: {:,:,$*ßß Ι: *ß* τ :,, 1.1ß,.ßß**_"_ι:
'.,f.

}_
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mmar
.ιf
not fiιι
'Si l'odrecsε acluΘllε .t Ie Νο de Ρ. G, sωt
incωnus, laisser cn blσnc.

ICRC postcard, 15.3.1946, sent from Germany νßα Geneva (ICRC cachet) to German POW captured οη Rhodes
IsIand (1002 Batt.) and transferred to Egypt after Germany's ωpitulation.
Former location and FPN 6Β 064 D typewritten earlier by the British Camp administration.
Re-addressed to 27Β0Ind. German POW Working Coy.

Anschrlfτ - Add
* Falls dßι
ldalrik e Ιη υ

Name Surname

] \rorname - Christian Name - ΡτÝηοm:

,.:'.-,:?.-,-:'.,.',, ..,,:j,:.]::-

ADDRESSE _ DES
f ..

ΕΜΡFΑΝ

ftj,. ,a-'::, ",

3Β3/12 Ρονý CAMP, EL DAABA, ΕGΥΡτ.

C,ΟΜΙΤÝ ΙΝΤΕRΝΑ,ΓΙΟΝΑΙ- Γ)Ε LA CRoιX-ROUGE
ΑGΕιjCΕ CΕΝΤRΑι"Ε DES PRιSO]!NιEιi§ DE a,.]ERRE

Ναtßò:ηαΙßtÝßt - Ναtßοηα'!ßÝγ - NatlonalitÝ

,ß -,

ιΙet}ι!ιßιß(Ιαtιιß] , Ι)ιτte ο{ birth - Dale ιΙe nais§aιιι:e
. γ" ,!': ß:

Militiireinteiiuug - Unit - lncorpιrration

'!, 
,''''''''''''.'.'

Erkeιrnuιτgsmarke - Arrny Ν0 - Matricιlle

GebÞhienfrei
Fιeeiof charge
βrΙilc de pýrt

TAiRE

Kgf, Nr" -
Anschrift -
s Falls die
λlatrikelnum'nýr
t It ihe present

6rade

die

trθji,i i*e el9 θο? ,ßοαηρ ß\ßο"ΙjΒδγ1υ

kcf.
l len,au§fιl

I"oyr Nr. are
ιιιrt κηοι.η, please ιιΙ

'l §ß l'adre§§e actuelle et le Νο de Ρ, G, sont
irιcoιrιιus, iais§er en blanc

ICRC postcard dispatched ßη late summer 1945 from Czechoslovakia νßα Geneva (ICRC cachet) to Czechoslovakian
(or Sudeten German) POW captured οη Leros Island (Garrison's Administration Company) and transferred to Egypt
(Camp 3Β3, Sub-camp 12) after Germany's capitulation. Former location Leros and FPN 6Β 0θ0 Α v,ιriÜen by the
sender. Re-addressed to Camp 307, Sub-camp 56.
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ITALIAN PRISONERS-OF-VVAR ΙΝ BRITISH CAMPS

304 PoW CAMP, (EGYPT).
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Postcard to Greece, 13.9.1945.

The prisoner was captured οη Rhodes Island, Dodecanese, but he ι,ιιαs stationed ßη Athens, Greece before that,

Censored by the British ßη Egypt.
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λ-
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3Β1 Ρονν CAMP, EL DAABA (EGYPT).
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Lettercard ι,vritten ßη Greek by ltalian POW to his Greek ιryife ßη Athens, Greece.

The sender ι,ναs α Greece resident of ltalian ancestry enlisted to the ltalian Army after the outbreak of ι,νατ

betιryeen ltaly and Greece.

He most probably ιταs captured ßη Greece after the ιryithdraι,yal of the German forces ßη October 1944,

Message ι,vritten ßη August 1945; censored ßη Egypt and Greece,


