INTERNEES RELATING TO GREECE, 1940-1947

The exhibit presents a balanced material pertaining to the different types of interned persons related to Greece
(prisoners of war, civilian internees, refugees, and displaced persons), during and shortly after the Second World War
(1940-1947).

Vital significance is given to the armistice signed by Italy on 5 September 1943 (effective from 8 September), as
this forced Germany to take over the areas which were under the Italian Administration until then. This event inevitably
adds to the present exhibit a separate chapter (part), as it certainly changed the previously existing "status quo" with
some very important consequences.

The FIRST PART is focused on GREECE AT WAR and the operations from October 1940 to May 1941 on:

--The war between Italy and Greece (October 1940 to April 1941).

--The German attack against Greece (April/May 1941).

This part of the exhibit shows mail from:

1, Italian civilian internees and POWSs kept in Greek camps (October 1940 to April 1941) or POWSs transferred to
Egypt on their way to Australian camps (March 1941).

2. Greek civilian internees and POWSs in Italian camps; these were kept there until September 1943.

3. Allied POWSs captured by the Germans in mainland Greece (April 1941) and on Crete (June 1941), gradually
transferred to Germany from June 1941 to February 1942.

4, Greek POWSs captured by the Germans in northern Greece and on Crete Island, being gradually released on 5 May
1941 and from June 1941 to February 1942 respectively.

5. Italian POWSs in Greek camps liberated by the Germans (July 1941).

The SECOND PART deals with GREECE UNDER OCCUPATION, Italian and/or German, and includes:

-- The Italian military administration of territories trusted to them by the Germans; this lasted till September 1943.

-- The German military administration of the territories kept by the Germans; this lasted till October 1944,

This part of the exhibit contains mail from/to:

1. Greek civilians and ex-officers interned in Italian Concentration and other camps or jailed and exiled in Greece or
Italy (May 1941 to September 1943).

2. Greek POWSs / civilian internees kept in German Concentration and other camps in Greece or displaced persons
and forced workers transferred to Germany (April 1941 to October 1944).

A THIRD PART refers to the consequences of ITALY'S ARMISTICE with the Allied Powers, and includes:

-- The taking over by the German military authorities in Greece and the disarming of Italian units in September
1943, ending for a large number of Italians to become prisoners in German hands.

-- The capture by the German Army of a part of the Allied troops that had attempted to occupy some of the Aegean
and the Dodecanese islands (September to November 1943),

-- The recapture of Greek POWs in Italy by the advancing German troops, but also the refuge for some others who
succeeded escaping to neutral Switzerland.

According to the above, this part of the exhibit comprises:

1. Mail between Greece and Italy to/from Italian service men in Greece, seized by the Germans and forwarded to
Germany for inspection prior to be released to addressees.

2. Italian Military Internees (IMIs) detained in German camps, military units and services in Greece (September 1943
to October 1944) or housed in camps in Germany and Yugoslavia (February 1944 to May 1945).

2. Allied POWSs, captured in the Dodecanese area (September 1943 to January 1944).

3. Former Greek POWSs and civilian internees in Italy, recaptured by the Germans and interned in the Italian Social
Republic or Germany (September 1943 to May 1945) or escaped to Switzerland (October 1943 to July 1945).

It should be noted here that, of all the above material gathered for the present exhibit, certain items were selected
to form an interestingly special entity: the suspension of postal communications mainly due to war actions.

Finally, references are made on the refugees who fled either to save their lives from the acts of the Reich against
them (Jews) or to enjoy freedom (Greek civilians escaping to refugee camps in the Middle East).

The exhibit closes with a post-war section on liberated Greek civilians and POWSs (May 1945 to April 1946), captured
Italian and German militaries transferred from Greece to British camps in Egypt (Oct. 1944 and May 1945) and German
POWSs brought by the British back to Greece after the end of the war in Europe to work (July 1945 to early 1947).

REFERENCES: EXHIBITOR'S PUBLISHED WORKS (selection):

-Military Internment, Instructions for camp postal-orderlies [Swiss -World War |l correspondence via Red Cross between Greece &
Army Post Office 1943) Egypt [1983]

-Report of the International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC 1948] -Les internés grecs en Italie 1940-43 [1986]

-Prisoners of War [W. Mason 1954] -German Stalags for Italian Military Internees 1943-45 [1987]
-Deutsche Kriegsgefangenen- und Internierteneinrichtungen [G. -Prisonniers de guerre grecs evadés refugiés en Suisse 1943-45
Mattiello / W. Vogt 1986] [1988)

-Gli internati militari italiani nei campi tedeschi 1943-45 [G. -The German provisional POW transit camp at Corinth, 1941 [1989]
Giannoccolo 1989] -Odyssey of a letter (to an Indian POW in Greece) [1989]

-Das nationalsozialistische Lagersystem [M. Weinmann et al. 1990] -Correspondence escaping censorship in occupied Greece [1992]
-1943, L'anno dell'armisticio [Studio Filatelico Nico 1993] -Undercover addresses during the 2nd World War (including: Greek

-German Concentration Camps 1933-1945 [E. Loerdal 2000] military internees escaped to Turkey) [2000, 2008]



GREECE AT WAR

Italy attacked Greece on 28 October 1940. The Greek forces attacked in turn on 14 November and after ten days passed the
borders and entered deep in southern Albania. The war ended on 23 April 1941 after the invasion of Germany to Greece, which
already had been launched on 6 April and led to the occupation of the country.

Both countries collected and gathered immediately the enemy civilians. Except of some of them exchanged in November 1940,
the rest were housed in concentration camps.

ITALIAN CIVILIAN INTERNEES IN GREECE

The Italian subjects and the Greeks of Italian origin in Greece were kept in camps in Attica and Peloponnese, Greece, being
released after the end of hostilities in April 1941.
Their mail was first sent on Greek 2dr. prepaid postal stationery cards, inland rate, recorded censored in Athens.

PROVISIONAL COLLECTION CAMP, ATHENS.

Message from internee of Italian origin in "Hall B", 4.11.1940, to
I internal address. Athens GPO m/s 5.11.40; arrival in Piraeus
14.11.40. Athens censor markings; examiner #73.
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AREA No. 3 CAMP, PATRAS.
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Writing material provided by the camp administration to internal address from internee of Italian nationality,
resident in Greece. Sender's address: 3rd Area, Greece. The cover is written in Greek; message in Italian,
3.12.1940. Greek censor cachet; examiner No. "E.92", 25.12.40.

The stamps affixed on back were cancelled at destination, Thessaloniki 26.12.40 (photocopy), to keep secrecy of
the camp's location.



CAMP AREA No. 3, PATRAS.

Greek censor cachet; examiner Nos. "E.4", "E.93".

Following instructions of the Greek Ministry of Security (5.12.40), the Greek Red Cross soon prepared and printed
postage-free stationery on light blue carton for the interned Greek civilians of Italian origin and Italian subjects.

S

Messages from Greek civilian internee of Italian origin, dated 18.12.1940 and 29.12.1940, to internal addresses.
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GREEK CIVILIAN INTERNEES IN "EGEQ" ITALIAN COLONY (DODECANESE)

CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO ELLENICO, RHODES ISLAND.

With Italy's offensive against Greece on 28.10.1940, all the about 300 Greek subjects in the "Egeo" Italian Colony (Dodecanese,
south Aegean) were arrested and first concentrated in tents at a camp on the moat of Rhodes-town Castle.

In early-January 1941, the camp was transferred to the stables of the little horses for the Italian officers and public servants'
children, while the aged prisoners were released. The rest were released after the occupation of Athens by the German forces
on 27.4.1941.

Correspondence with relatives was exchanged on metropolitan Italian 30c. postal stationery cards (inland rate); the internees
had to buy them or be provided with by relatives.

The messages were obligatorily written in Italian; however, very few have been seen written in Greek.

RHODES-TOWN CASTLE MOAT, OCTOBER 1940 - JANUARY 1941.

CARTOLINA POSTALE
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Postal stationery 30c. (inland rate) postmarked Rood/Egeo 20.11.1940, from Greek resident of Rhodes interned in
the "Hellenic Concentration Camp" to relative in town.

Text in Italian. Prisoner's underlined instruction to addressee at postdard’s top: Esgrivate in ltaliano a la carfolina
(Write in Italian on the postcard).

2-line camp administrative handstamp "CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO SUDDITI NEMICI" (Enemy subjects
concentration camp) used as censor mark.

Inspected also at the Rhodes-town Army Post Office: linear handstamp "Verificato per censura — 1".



CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO ELLENICO, RHODES ISLAND.

RHODES-TOWN LITTLE HORSES STABLES, JANUARY/APRIL 1941.

CARTOLINA POSTALE
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Italian postal stationery card to prisoner’s wife on Patmos island, 24.1.1941; very few internees from other islands
are recorded held in the camp. Inspected at the Rhodes-town APO and postmarked Rodi/Egeo 25.1.41.
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Under-rated pictured postcard, 18.4.41, accepted and postmarked Rodi/Egeo 19.4.1941.
Text allowed in Greek. Inspected at the Rhodes-town Army Post Office.



GREEK CIVILIAN INTERNEES IN ITALY

Nearly 450 Greeks, mainly students and seamen found in Italy, were kept detained until the country signed an Armistice in
September 1943. Their short messages, obligatorily written in Italian and examined by the camp censors during the six months
of the war against Greece, are found on picture postcards, which were forwarded postage-free.

CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO "VILLA OLIVETO", BADIA AL PINO / AREZZO.

Ediz. A. Rossi attei - Arezzo @ |
s E / AR MA-. ) =
Message dated 20.1.1941, sent postage-free from one of the four Greek civilians interned at the Campo di
Concentramento "Villa Olivetd'/ Civitella della Chiana (Arezzo), a large villa in the centre of a park in Chiana Valley.
INTER-CAMP mail to Greek civilian internee at Montechiarugolo camp, Parma.

Postmarked Badia al Pino 21.1.41.
CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO BAGNO A RIPOLI, PONTE A EMA / TOSCANA.
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Message dated 2.2.1941, with manuscript endorsement "Internato civile di guerrd' (civilian internee of war) from a
sailor arrested with the crew of a Greek merchant ship in Italian port, on the day the war was declared. The crew

were interned at the " Villa /a Selvd" in a park near Florence.
INTER-CAMP mail to Greek civilian internee at Montechiarugolo camp, Parma, recently transferred from Bagno a

Ripoli. Postmarked on departure, Ponte a Ema (Firenze) 4.2.41.



ITALIAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR IN GREEK CAMPS

About 22000 Italian service men were captured by the Greek Army on the Albanian Front during the 6-month operations of the
two countries (October 1940 to April 1941).

They were kept in Greek camps in Peloponnese, Attica and, later, on Crete except a few officers, who had been transferred by
the British to Egypt on their way to camps in India and Australia. Those in Greece were released by the German Army in July
1941 and repatriated.
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Italian and Greek military postcards (16/17.3.1941) to Italy, used by Italian POWs in Greece; lower card used as
"capture-card". Greek censor markings (examiners "E.81", "E.143"); 3-line instructional cachet on both cards,
Italian text: Greek censorship. Be clear and short; postcards have priority.
Inspected also in Italy (Rome, examiner Nos. 30, 167). The Greek postcard was forwarded by the Italian Red Cross
Section at Pordenone/Udine (17.5.41) registered for the rest of the route.



RECEPTION CAMP, IOANNINA (EPIRUS).

Greek military postcards used by the same prisoner on 6 and 13 February 1941. Upper card bears also the
administrative cachet of the Greek unit [Toannina Depot Battalion] that provided the postcards to him.

Sender's address: Caserma, Giannina (Barracks, Ioannina); same indication was deleted by the Greek examiner on
the lower card as it was written with pencil.

Both items were inspected in Greece and Italy.




GREEK MILITARY BARRACKS, IOANNINA.

Photocopy

Cover with contents from Italy sent on 4.5.1941, about two weeks after hostilities ended, to Italian POW once
housed by the Greeks at Ioannina barracks. Prisoner's details in Italian/German: Caserma Giannina (seit 13.Februar
1941) [loannina Barracks (since 13 Februar 1941)].

The addressee was not found at Ioannina and the 37th Italian “"Modena” Division, then occupying Epirus, returned
the letter back to sender on 2.10.41. Boxed cachet AL MITTENTE / INDIRIZZO A TERGO (To sender / Address on
rear).

Censored in Italy (GR 14, Grosseto) on departure but also in Germany (OKW "g", Vienna) as Greece had been
typically occupied by Germany.



PRISONERS-OF-WAR TRANSIT CAMP, ATHENS.

Italian armed forces postcards to Italy, used by Italian prisoners as "capture-cards", 24 and 25 February 1941. Both
writers were from the same village, being caught together on the same day (consecutive register POW numbering).

To deface the place of origin (Atene) written by the prisoners, the Greek examiner erased it on the top card, but
had to cut off a part of the other. Censored in Greece (Athens 27.2.41, examiner E.71) and in Italy (Rome,
~ examiner 99). Italian Red Cross handstamp (Rome) on both cards.




ITALIAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR CAMP No. 2, KALAMAI (PELOPONNESE).

OUTGOING — INCOMING MAIL
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Greek Red Cross POW postcard from Italian prisoner, 12.12.1940, to Italy. Inspected in Greece; examiner "E.92"

Italian POW Office 3-line handstamp "IL PRESIDENTE UFFICIO PRIGIONIERI DI GUERRA (Ecc. Sen. Giuseppe De
Michelis)". Postmarked at destination, Foggia 21.3.1941.
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Private postcard from Italy, 26.2.1041, to Italian prisoner in the camp. Inspected in Genova ("GE" marking,

examiner #13). Greek censor handstamp "E.86" and 3-line cachet on text side, in Italian: Greek censorship. Be
clear and short; postcards have priority.



PRISONERS-OF-WAR CAMP "E", LAVRION (ATTICA).
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Greek official printed franchise postcard used by Italian POW, to Italy. Prisoner's address.: Campo Concentramento
Lavrion, Grecia.

Greek censor markings "E.97", 21.FEB.1941 along with a 3-line instructional cachet in Italian: Greek Censorship.
For your interest and to avoid delays, be short and clear.

Italian Red Cross cachet (Rome); postmarked Roma 2.1V.41 and Lequile 4.4.41.
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PRISONERS-OF-WAR CAMP No. 3, TRIPOLIS (PELOPONNESE).

Greek Red Cross lettersheet used as "capture-card" by Italian officer, 16.3.1941. Greek censor markings; 3-line
cachet on text side, in Italian, Greek censorship. Be clear and short; postcards have priority. Forwarded to Italy
after the end of hostilities. Postmarked upon arrival at final destination, Sestri/Genova 18.6.41.



PRISONERS-OF-WAR CAMP 4, CHALKIS (EUBOEA).

OUTGOING — INCOMING MAIL

Greek Red Cross POW lettersheet to Italy, 27.1.1941, from Italian POW in camp. Greek censor markings "E.92",
3.2.41, and 3-line instructional cachet on text side in Italian Greek censorship. For your interest and to avoid delays

be short and clear.
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Picture postcard 8.2.1941, sent postage—free from Italy to Campo prigionieri N. 4, postmarked Gragnano 9.2.41.
Censored in Italy (Rome) and in Greece "E.81" and 3-line instructional cachet, in Italian: Greek censorship. Be clear

and short; postcards have priority.
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ITALIAN POWs IN GREEK MILITARY HOSPITALS

2nd GREEK MILITARY HOSPITAL, ATHENS.

photocopy
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Greek military postcard (5.12.1940) from Italian POW, announcing to relatives his wounding and capture.
Inspected in Greece (examiner E.11, in violet) and in Italy (examiner #60, in red).

Camp'’s location on the return address and the message hidden with Greek examiner's cachet in blue pad ink. Part
of the message covered with black ink by the Italian examiner.

Postmarked on arrival at destination, Adreis (Udine) 23.12.1940.



1st GREEK MILITARY HOSPITAL, ATHENS.

ATEAEZ - FRANC DE PORT

ATTOETOAEYE - EXPEDITEUR

*Ovopatenmvupoy %/xfzaua,... "Ovopa: zm#ﬂ C‘GA’M

il T

Nom et Prénom :

. st p 74
“{’,ﬁ“" "4“"’ | “O86c: Rue: zf“-/ 01y / gf"‘"

*Ag. Alyuahdroy 772 9?(‘;4[14% M
No du Prisonnier: Xidgu: Pa\:( /(_p

_,Ia.fé'ém

Kévigpoy Alyuahdtovs
Camp de Prisonniers :

(@ém/f;‘f—ﬂi *Enagyia : Prmm{&/zﬁf ' ) |.

. -

TAXYAPOMIKH Y["IHF'EZ!A AIXMANANQTON r

POSTE DE PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE [k jf

L;’L 7 _7 7
ON AIXMAAHT{]N i/.f A i{‘) ‘/iﬁw?{%

- PRISONNIERS =
e P '8 4

IZ"-'«— K Z/ﬂdgxﬂ/‘azﬁh /;&uei/é .........

&/ ERY L

(:._ % 7 ‘-’l N owc: Déstination : }L»ﬂp] LVZE /U’_ I/I-‘? A

AR V=7 &) IS

- i *086c : Rue : M({é’é/‘w gﬂ& V”" LK

%gm\ﬂ@- Xdpa: Pays: % (-igﬂ(/ 55

(CEaapyia ®.2.) (Province ete.) : {,.d._,.

ATEAEZ
FRANC DE PORT. |

Greek Red Cross postcard (12.1.1941) and lettersheet (2.3.1941) used by wounded Italian POWSs. Greek and Italian
censor markings. Part of the lettersheet with fascist year indication on the prisoner's message was cut off by the
Greek censor; the cutting was stamped with the censorship office’s cachet.

3-line instructional cachet in Italian: Greek censorship. For your interest and to avoid delays, be short and clear.



GREEK MILITARY HOSPITAL, KORYTSA (OCCUPIED ALBANIA)

Italian non-military stationery card captured with the wounded prisoner. The hospital’s official cachet was applied
on in order to allow him in using the postcard to announce his captivity. Message written on 11.3.1941.
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GREEK MILITARY HOSPITAL, SALONICA.
Card from Italy postmarked Ambra/Arezzo 3.3.41 to Italian POW at Ospedale Militare, Salonicca, Greece.
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- Both items were examined in Greece (see also the 3-line instructional cachet in Italian:
Greek censorship. Be clear and short; postcards have priority), and in Italy.



BASE REGIMENT CONVALESCENT UNIT, IOANNINA (EPIRUS).

Greek military postcard used by Italian POW as "capture-card”, 22.1.1941, to Italy. Greek censor markings applied
on 13.2.41along with a 3-line cachet in Italian: Greek censorship. For your interest and to avoid delays, be short
and clear. Inspected also in Udine, Italy.

From the same prisoner, almost two months later, 12.3.1941. Camp designation in Greek added under his name:
"z.2.A.E., T.T. 752" [2nd Base Company (Sanitary), Army Postal Sector 752] and "Grecia".

Inspected only in Greece as the card arrived in Italy (19.6.41) two months after the end of hostilities in April 1941.




CAMPO P.G. SERVIGLIANO, ASCOLI PISENO (ITALY).
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POW Italian postcards to Greece, 1.10.41 & 23.11.41, sent by a Greek constable, captured on Crete Island in May
1941 and transferred to POW concentration camp near Servigliano. Inspected both in Rome.
Postmarked on arrival, Kerkyra (Corfu) 8.11.41 and 15.1.42 respectively.



CAMPO P.G. BACU ABIS, SARDINIA (ITALY).
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Undated envelope from Greek prisoner to the USA; 2-line camp cachet and manuscript endorsement “ Via Crosa
Rossd’ (Via Red Cross). Return address on flap (photocopy).
Estimated sent before February 1942, as camp designation numbers in Italy were not introduced yet.

Inspected in Rome (numeral "I", examiner #196); markings and sealing tape on rear.



THE GERMAN INTERVENTION AND ITS CONSEQUENCES

The German assault against Greece, to assist her ally Italy, was foreseen coming by the time the German armed forces entered

Romania in January 1941.
By order of the Greek Military High Command, the prisoner-of-war Greek camps were disbanded with the exception of the camp

at Corinth (8,000 population), and about 14,000 Italian prisoners were transferred to Crete in February and March.

Germany's attack was finally launched on 6 April, and Greece except Crete was occupied by the end of the month. In the
meantime, withdrawing British forces took as many Italian officers as possible with them to Egypt. All these were soon sent
further to POW camps in India and Australia.

Those left in Greece were gathered to a special camp near Corinth, where the former Greek camp for Italian POWSs was, from
which they were repatriated since mid-July 1941.

ITALIAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR CAMP No. 1, CORINTH (PELOPONNESE).

KENTPON AMMAAQTON - CAMP DES PRISCHNNIERS DE GSUERRE

Photocopy

AEATAPION - CARTE POSTALE
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Greek Red Cross stationery card dated 9.4.1941, from Italian officer in Greek Camp No. 1, Corinth; not submitted
for examination due to abnormality of communications. The postcard was given to be forwarded by the Italian
military postal service after the Germans occupied mainland Greece by the end of the month. No Italian
censor/postal markings. Addressee's manuscript endorsement for receiving: Ricevuta il 18/6/41.



PRISONERS OF WAR CAMP I, CRETE.
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Messages dated 22.4.1941 (Greek Red Cross stationery card supplied to Italian POW while he was before in the
Greek Camp B, Kalamai/Peloponnese —cert. attached) and 26.4.1941 (plain paper and cover with camp’s
administrative cachet on unsealed flaps provided to another POW by the administration of the newly established
camp on Crete due to lack of stereotyped Greek Red Cross stationery).

Both items were dispatched after 5 months, following the island’s seizure by the Germans in end-May and the
restoration of communications with Athens and Italy much later. Postmarked POSTA MILITARE N. 550 SEZ. A
21.9.41 and 22.9.41 respectively by the Italian Field Post Office 550, Section "A" based at Aghios Nicolaos in the
Italian-administrated sector of (Eastern) Crete. Faint transit Rome postmark on the cover, 8.10.41.



ITALIAN P.O.W. OFFICERS TRANSFERRED ABROAD

Pietro Stragio Genova= Corso Dogali 6/I1 i
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Corrispondenza per prigionieri di Guerra

Al Sottotenente A ERe,,
Stragiotiti Eugenio

Prigioniero di guerra in ..

Egitto
POW. ¢ & J
MIIRCH fszgﬂ_wﬁm B

Private postcard from Italy, written on 29.6.1941, forwarded through the Red Cross channel to Italian officer
captured in Greece and transferred to Egypt. Redirected to Murchison, Camp No. 13, Victoria/Australia. Addressee’s
m/s endorsement “6.12.41”for receiving. Inspected in Italy, Egypt (British censor) and Australia.
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Postcard from Italy, written on 17.7.1941, expedited via Germany to the same POW in Egypt. Pencil endorsement
“Australid’ for redirection to Myrtleford, Camp No. 5, Victoria; camp’s handstamp on receiving.
Stamped NOT KINOWN by the Melbourne POW Information Bureau as the prisoner had not arrived (from Murchison

Camp) yet. Inspected in Italy (Rome, Ministry of the Navy), Germany (Vienna OKW ‘g"), Egypt (POW British censor)
and Australia (Military District 3, Victoria).



GREEK PRISONERS-OF-WAR IN TEMPORARY GERMAN CAMPS, GREECE

After truce was signed by the German and the Greek High Command, two German temporary camps were formed near the
towns of Florina and Drama, Macedonia on 20 April 1941, to house the Greek units surrendered in northern Greece. On Hitler's
orders in the end of the month, the capitulated Greek army was set free and both camps closed the first days of May.

PRISONERS OF WAR CAMP, DRAMA (NORTHERN GREECE).
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Short message on Greek military postcard,

21.4.1941, sent to relative from a Greek officer ENTLASSUNGS — SCHEIN
held in the camp. Text in Greek, not censored.

Postmarked Drama 24.4.41; backstamped on Lo : v
arrival at destination, Thivai 17.5.41. Dar Gefangene. /. Ll feile '
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KRIEGSGEFANGENENLAGER, Florina April 1941
FLORINA (NORTHERN GREECE).

DISCHARGE CERTIFICATE
Prisoner Filipoussis Frankiskos was today released

from captivity. He is permitted to reach his Ober, Lt., u, Lagerkommandant
domicile in Athens. Florina 3 May 1941.

Signed by the camp’s commandant and stamped
with the “Dienstelle Feldpost Nr. 27389"” cachet,
allotted to Landesschutzen Bataillon 576, one of
the independent guard units under the orders of
the Wehrmacht.



ALLIED PRISONERS-OF-WAR IN GERMAN CAMPS, GREECE

Greek, British, Australian, New Zealand, Indian, Cypriot, and Palestinian combatants were held prisoners. The Greeks were
progressively liberated between May/June 1941 and February 1942; the allies were transported to Germany during the same
period. German POWSs have also been recorded but no mail from them likely exists as they all were released by the Greeks right
after Germany’s victory.
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Cover from New Zealand with 9d. stamp cancelled Nelson 22.8.1941, to N.Z. POW in Greece through the
International Red Cross Committee, Geneva.
Manuscript instructional endorsement Air Mail crossed out. New Zealand 0.B.C. tape with Wellington censor #24.
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EXAMINER 4064 |

Cover from England with 5d. stamp cancelled Cardiff 20.9.1941, to British POW in Greece through the ICRC,
Geneva. P.C. 90 tape 0.B.E. 4064 (London). ICRC manuscript endorsement with POW's new number and camp
"Stalag VIIIB", Lamsdorf (Lambinowice, Poland) to forward the received message to.



DULAG CORINTH, PELOPONNESE.
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Greek Red Cross postcard for use by Italian POWs in Greece before the occupation to England, 14.5.1941, used in
the German transit POW camp at Corinth as "capture-card" by a British soldier surrendered at Kalamai on

27.4.1941.
Itinerary: Corinth, Berlin, Stuttgart, by air to Lisbon and London; no intermediation of the Red Cross.

2-line blue handstamp in German Kriegsgefangenenpost Gebihrenfrei (POW Mail / Postage-free) applied by the

camp administration.
Censored in Germany (OKW Berlin cachet and examiner numbers) and in England (London POW censor handstamp

"P.W. 4515").

EXHIBITOR'S PUBLISHED WORK:
- "To prossorino germaniko stratopedo dierchomenon echmaloton stin Korintho, 1941" (The German provisional POW transit camp at Cori
1941), Philatelic Echo 1989(151):254-258, Piraeus/Greece.



DULAG CORINTH, PELOPONNESE.

Photocopy
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g

Cover from India (Prisoner of War Camp 9, 26.8.1942), censored in Bairagahr and Karachi, and sent via Sweden
and Germany to Indian cavalry trooper, held in the German transit POW camp at Corinth after his capture at
Kalamai, Greece on 27.4.1941. The sender, most probably a guard at the POW Camp 9, apparently knew the
prisoner's address from the latter's previous communication. However, the prisoner was not found there as the
Corinth camp was already closed since June 1941.

To trace the prisoner, the cover traveled three times back and forth between Greece and Germany till June 1943,
in a period of ten months: Berlin (opened and inspected) = Athens, Corinth, Kiaton, Corinth (Greece) = Vienna
(opened and inspected) = Athens, Kalamai (Greece) = Vienna (opened for a third time; three edges cut to open
flat and check cover’s inner surfaces with blue chemical ink) = Athens (Greek Red Cross manuscript instructional
notation with red pencil: “Retour / détachement du gros / de IArmée démélée’ (Return [to the] large detachment
of the disentangled Army) = Vienna or Berlin (not opened this time; only no. 6110 censor’s handstamp applied).

In total, 16 endorsements and markings show the persistent efforts of all involved (postal or censure services, Red
Cross and individuals) for some 10 months to deliver the letter to the prisoner contrary to any situation.

EXHIBITOR'S PUBLISHED WORK:
- "I odyssia mias epistolis" (Odyssey of a letter), Philatelic Echo 1989(150):226-231, Piraeus/Greece.



KRIEGSGEFANGENEN LAZARETT, ATHENS.
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Cover from wounded New Zealander POW transferred from Crete to the German temporary Camp Hospital that
operated for two months in the Greek National Technical University, Athens. Estimated sent in July 1941.

German "Kriegsgefangenen-Post” (Prisoners-of-War Mail) linear marking in red for free transmission.

Expedited open via Berlin, Geneva (ICRC) and Cairo (ICRC Delegation). Delivered to and postmarked by the N.Z.
Army Postal Service in Cairo: EGYPT 62 PREPAID, 28.12.41.

Examined by German (Berlin, OKW "b" machine stamp on backside) and British (Cairo, D.C.F.C.) military censors.

A pouk ad(y

JOSUS))

s |

Cover sent postage free from New Zealand (Christchurch, 30.10.1941), to wounded New Zealander POW in the
Polytechnigue School Hospital, Athens. Expedited by post via London, Lisbon, Stuttgard, and Berlin.

As the hospital had already been closed since July, the item was redirected to Stalag 306 (XVIIID) camp at
Marburg, Germany, which had received the New Zealanders from Greece and Crete.

The prisoner was not found there (manuscript notation “Nicht XVIIID', red pencil), and the tracing service
discovered he had escaped: manuscript endorsement “Nr. 7421 / entwiechen” (disappeared) on attached strip of
paper. Censored in New Zealand; examination markings applied also in the German camp.



DULAG KRETA, GALATAS (CRETE).
German Army postcards were given to Australian and New Zealand POWSs in the Transit Camp "KRETA" (Crete).

FIRST DISPATCH OF MAIL. Message written on 26.6.1941; same text given to all the prisoners, to inform relatives in
homeland: I am a prisoner in German custody. Please do not write to me until you hear from me again as I am at
present only in a Transit Camp.

Forwarded to Stalag VIII B, Lamsdorf (Lambinowice, Poland) for inspection. Censor cachet Gepriift Nr. 2a and
mute postmark 16.10.41 for dispatch. Sent further to Berlin, Stuttgart, by air to Lisbon and London on its way to
Australia (no intermediation of the Red Cross). Examined also in Sydney: Passed by censor / S.107 stamp.
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SECOND DISPATCH OF MAIL. Message dated 18 v & 41 I am szvﬂ in Traﬂ.‘j’fl‘ Camp pfease do nor a!fempr to write
meanwhile. Postmarked at the camp, 22.7.41.

Sent to Berlin, where it was censored and stamped by the special department XI ("Abteilung XI", OKW "b"),
assigned to examine the Red Cross mail. Forwarded via the ICRC, Geneva to New Zealand.




TEMPORARY ALLIED POW CAMP, PLATANIAS (CRETE).
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IMPORTANT. FOR PRISONERS IN GERMAN HANDS THE PRISONER OF WAR No. MUST

BE CLEARLY SHOWN, IT MUST NOT BE CONFUSED WITH HIS BRITISH
SERVICE No.

British 2'/, p POW air g
letter cancelled Chelten- e

ham 26.1.1942 to British POW in the camp. Prisoner's details:

No. 5042, Crete. British censor handstamp "Passed P.141" (London);

German tape with OKW "b" censor cachet and examiner numbers (Berlin).

As the prisoner had escaped on 29.12.41, the camp administration forwarded the item by post to the Greek Red
Cross (illegible Canea PO datestamp 26.2.42 for dispatch to Athens). Greek Red Cross cachets, in Greek (on
receiving) or in French (for dispatch to the International Committee of the Red Cross in Switzerland).

British boxed handstamp Returned to sender by ICRC/Geneva and text (London).




GREEK PRISONERS-OF-WAR IN GERMAN CAMPS, GREECE

KRIEGSGEFANGENEN LAGER, AYII APOSTOLI (CANEA, CRETE).

Greek stationery 2dr. postcards were in use by the Greek POWSs before the camp postal service was fully organized. Forwarded
to internal address through the Greek civil postal service. Return address: “Poste Restant, Canea'. Text obligatorily translated

into German on both cards; prisoner's signature in Greek. Examined by the German Field Command at Canea; linear handstamp
"Zensiert Feldkommandantur”.

Written on 12.7.1941; 2dr. airmail postage added as no surface mail service was available. Postmarked Canea
16.7.41.
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Written on 20.7.1941; insufficient postage marking "T" as no airmail postage was added. Postmarked Canea
21.7.41. No postage due collected at destination.



KRIEGSGEFANGENEN LAGER KRETA VI, AYII APOSTOLI (CANEA, CRETE).

Greek postcards to internal addresses from Greek POWSs at Ayii Apostoli German camp, expedited free of charge

after the German military postal and censoring services started operating in the camp. The prisoners were allowed
to write in Greek.

_ ZENSIERT
5 CEFANGENEN
: LAGER

Written on 1.9.1941; Return address: Prisoners-of-war Camp, Canea summer camp [Ayii Apostoli]. Examined in
the camp, where the provisional handstamp “ZENSIERT / GEFANGENEN / LAGER” (Censored / Prisoner / Camp) in
red was used in early September. Forwarded through the German Army Postal Service (Briefstempel Dienstelle
12749E allotted to 746 Inf. Reg., I1I/12comp.) to the Greek Postal Service. Postmarked Canea/Dispatch 5.9.41.

Written on 22.9.1941; Return address: Prisoner-of-war, Canea. 2-line camp censor handstamp in German “Zensiert:
Kriesgefangenen Lager Kreta (VI)" [Censored: POW Camp Crete, Sub camp (VI)].
Forwarded via Germany and censored again in Berlin ("Oberkommando der Wehrmacht / Briefstempel” cachet).



Photocopy

ITALIAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR LIBERATED BY THE GERMAN ARMY
PATRAS, PELOPONNESE.

Greek military postcard, 19.7.1941, used by Italian ex-
POW released some three months after the German Army
occupied Greece. The place of origin Patrasso on the
message most likely indicates that he was previously
interned (by the Greeks and the Germans) in the former
Greek camp near Patras.

The prisoner informed his father that after a long silence
he was now liberated and able to send his most sincere
wishes (photocopy).

No postal markings; the card was dispatched by the
Italian Naval Command 869, Patras, and forwarded
through the Italian Navy postal service.

Censored in the Ministry of the Navy, Rome; examiner’s
fractional handstamp 1 D(1).




CAMPO CONCENTRAMENTO PRIGIONIERI LIBERATI, P.M. 550/E.
HERAKLION, CRETE
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Greek commercial envelope (requisitioned writing material from Crete shops) used by Italian POW in the former
Greek camp near Heraklion and liberated by the German Army but still kept in the camp. Greek merchant's printed
return address (Heraklion) obscured with violet ink. Sender's details in Italian on flap: Liberated prisoners’
concentration camp, 4th Company, F.P.O. 550/F.

Italian Army franchise cachet "P.M. 550E / COMMANDQO SUPERIORE FF.AA.EGEQ / ESSENTE DA TASSA AUTORIZZAZIONE
POSTGEN / N.563613/164634-V.3 DEL 26-2-41XIX" (F.P.O. 550e / Aegean Supreme Armed Forces Command / Exempted
from dues / Post General Direction Authorization / N.563613/164634-V.3 oF 26-2-41XIX) applied on the island (Aghios
Nicolaos) upon departure. Postmarked in transit POSTA MILITARE NRQ 550, 17.6.41 (Rhodes).

Backstamped on arrival, Catania 22.VI1.41.



ITALIAN ex-POW REPATRIATION CAMP, CORINTH (PELOPONNESE)

Italian Armed Forces postcard, 18.6.1941, postmarked POSTA MILITARE NRQ 29 21.6.41 (Tripolis, Peloponnese)
from liberated Italian POW in former Greek camp near Corinth. Sender's details in Italian: Royal Italian Legation,

Athens, 4th returning Alpine Battalion, 3rd Company, Corinth, Greece.
Text censored at Cuneo, Italy. Postmarked Carantasca/Cuneo 6.7.41.



GREECE OCCUPIED

ITALIAN-ADMINISTRATED AREAS

In June 1941, Italy was given large areas of Greece to administrate with Germany's consent, and during that occupation quite a
great number of Greek civilians and ex-officers, who had been considered as opponents or threats to the new regime, were
either interned in the country or sent to camps, jails or exile in Italy. They all remained there until the country’s armed forces
collapsed, following the signing of the Armistice in September 1943.

Those destined to be deported were concentrated to a Transit camp near Patras, Peloponnese.

CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO, KALAVRITA (PELOPONNESE).

Postcard from Greek civilian internee housed in the Italian concentration camp near the town, 12.12.1942, to
internal address. Dispatched from Kalavrita on 13.12.42.

Passed by military censor at Patras [VERIFICATO PER CENSURA / 11a ARMATA handstamp], in transit.
Postmarked upon arrival, Pyrgos 17.12.42.



CIVILIAN INTERNEE FRANCHISE CORRESPONDENCE, DOMESTIC MAIL

The Greek Ministry of Communications agreed with the request of the Greek Red Cross to grant postage-free correspondence
to/from civilian internees and political detainees in Greece. On 31.5.1941, an order was given to the Greek Postal Authorities to
accept such mail provided it bears the Red Cross cachet.

CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO, LARISSA (THESSALY GREECE)
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OUTGOING MAIL. Plain envelope with enclosed message dated 26.11.1942 to Larissa from Greek civilian internee in
the Italian concentration camp near the town. “Greek Red Cross / Larissa Section” cachet on face.

The envelope was given open to be inspected by the Greek Red Cross and the Italian Army High Command at
Larissa; bi-lingual censor handstamp tying the flap sealed later. Postmarked Larissa Dispatch 19.XI1.42.
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INCOMING MAIL. Cover from Athens, 24.7.1943, given open for inspection by the Greek Red Cross and the Italian
censure office in Athens; censor handstamps tying the flap sealed later. Postmarked Larissa Arrival 28.7.43.



ITALIAN TRANSIT CAMP, PATRAS (GREECE).

Cover from Athens, postmarked 13.1.1943, to Greek ex-officer interned in the Italian transit camp near Patras.
Prisoner's address: P.M. 82 (Field Post Office 82, in the district under control of the 29th Inf. Division). Examined by
the Italian military censor "4" upon arrival in Patras.

The prisoner was transferred by ship to Italy one week later and carried the letter in the
cover with him.

After the ship was torpedoed and sunk in the Ionian Sea, the cover in his pocket was
soaked through and the stamps were gone away but the sea water "imprinted” the blue
color of one of them on the cover’s surface. A copy of this stamp is shown here --->

Upper and lower flaps are also missing.

The survivor saved the envelope in this condition during his 2'/, years adventure in six camps, and brought it back
to Greece. :



ITALIAN ARMY BARRACKS HOSPITAL, VALONA (ALBANIA).

FIRST (GENZRAL) DISPATCH OF MAIL, 26.1.43. Italian military postal stationery used by (one of) the 82 Greek prisoners
rescued and brought to the Italian Military Hospital, Valona, to recover after the ship transporting them to Italy had
been torpedoed in the Adriatic.

Same text given to all, to inform relatives in Greece: I am well. Soon I will write to you my new address. Inspected
in Rome: Numeral "I" censor markings; examiner #196.

SECOND (EXCEPTIONAL) DISPATCH, 1.2.1943. Greek postcard to Greece, written by one of the above Greeks before
leaving the hospital to POW camp in Italy; after he unfolded the card, carried secretly in his pocket since he was
arrested in Greece, he repeated the above message. Forwarded via Rome: Numeral "I" censor markings; examiner
#196. This item was the only one allowed by the Italian Army PO for a second dispatch; first denied but later
emotionally accepted for expedition it as it depicted the Madonna.



CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO FERRAMONTI-TARSIA/COSENZA (ITALY).
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Postcard to Greece, 5.3.1943, endorsed "Mail of civilian internees of war"in Italian and hand-stamped "Franchigia
Postale / D. M. 98860" (Postal Franchise, Decree 98860).

Message in Greek, censored in Rome. The prisoner presented the difficult situation he lived, and the censor
defaced two lines of the text.



CAMPO P.G. 75, BARI (ITALY).

POW Italian postcards to Greece from two Greek prisoners in Transit Camp No. 75. The senders were among the 82 survivors of
the ship bound for Bari but foundered in the Adriatic on 21 January 1943. A week after their stay in the Italian Military Hospital
at Valona, Albania to recover, they were transported to Bari on their way to POW camp 38 near Poppi/Toscana.

Messages inspected in Rome: numeral "I" censor machine stamp on text sides; examiner handstamps #196 or #730 in front.
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Written on 5.2.1943, the first day the sender arrived in Italy. Text includes: I arrived in Italy safely. Write to me at
address overlear which is not the final one. Numeral "I" examiner #196 marking.
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25.4.1943. Oblong mute cancellation on additional airmail postage. Numeral "I" examiner #730 marking.



CAMPO P.G. 38, POPPI (TOSCANA/ITALY)

Isole Jonie prestamped postcard from Corfu, 15.5.1943, to Transit POW Camp No. 75 (Bari). Readdressed to Camp
No. 38, Poppi, where the prisoner was transferred to in the meantime. Corfu AFFARI CIVILI censor cachet and
examiner handstamp CENSORE 3/1 in circle. Postmarked Kerkyra (Corfu) 23.5.43.
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Internee's first message to Greece (6.6.1943), written on the day the camp operated with Greek prisoners,
obligatorily in Italian. Inspected in Rome: numeral "I" m/s, examiner "129" handstamp on face.
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CAMPO P.G. 27, SAN ROMANO (ITALY).

POW Italian postcard, 27.4.1942, from Greek prisoner in Camp No. 27 to Greece.
Italian numeral "I" censor markings (Rome), examiner #196.
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CAMPO P.G. 62, GRUMELLO DEL PIANO/BERGAMO (ITALY).

POW Italian postcard to Greece, 29.5.1943, from Greek prisoner in the camp; 2-line camp designation cachet
applied. Inspected in Rome: numeral "I" censor machine stamp on text side; examiner #730.



CAMPO P.G. 65, GRAVINA ALTAMURA (PUGLIA, ITALY).
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Airmailed cover from Athens/Greece to Greek prisoner in the Camp, care of (Army Post) A.M. 3450.
Italian censor markings and tape on the back side, examiner "54/Gre" handstamp (Athens).
Postmarked Athens 12.12.1942.



CAMPO P.G. 95, CAIRO MONTENOTTE/SAVONA (ITALY).

Cover airmailed from Athens/Greece, 10.3.1942, to Greek POW in the camp. The 5dr. stamp goes for the airmail
surcharge paid. The camp has designation number “95” as this system was introduced in Italy since February 1942.
Backstamped with Rome numeral "I" censor markings on sealing tape; examiner #196.
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Italian Red Cross POW postcard, 13.5.1942, from Greek prisoner to Greece. 3-line instruction handstamp in Greek
applied in Italy: Short letters and very legible in order to avoid certain restrain by censor. Military postmark P.M.
3100, 16.5.42 (Alessandria). Rome numeral "I" censor markings; examiner #196.



CAMPO P.G. 17, REZZANELLO/PIACENZA (ITALY).
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Internal parcel post card postmarked Thessaloniki 28.4.1943, to Greek prisoner in Camp No. 55 (Busseto/Parma)
through the Greek Red Cross Salonica office (red cachet).

Manuscript endorsements for serial number No 502 and parcel's weight g. 1800.

3-line handstamp Bureau d'echange / Hellénique / de Thessaloniki - Duane for inspection and clearance by the
customs.

Postmarked in transit Vienna 27.5.43 and Villach 1.6.43, Germany.
Redirected to Campo P.G. 17, where the prisoner was transferred to in the meantime.



GREEK CIVILIAN INTERNEES IN ITALIAN PRISONS

170 COMMISSARIATO RR.CC., SYROS ISLAND (GREECE).

Letter sent postage-free to internal address, 14.4.1942, from a Greek detained at the 17th Italian Military Police
Station, Syros Island. Censored on the island; note the use of the Greek censorship office marking used before the

occupation. Postmarked Syros 16.4.42, Athens 24.4.42.

Photocopy

ITALIAN PRISON, SAMOS ISLAND (GREECE).
Cover from Greek civilian detained in the island's Italian prison, 25.11.42, to internal address.
Italian censure VERIFICATO PER CENSURA and (examiner) "39" markings applied in Vathy/Samos.




PENITENZIARIO DI VOLTERRA, PISA (ITALY).

Italian VINCEREMO postcards postmarked Volterra to relative in Greece from Greek detained in the Volterra
Penitentiary House, forwarded through different routes. 7-line text and signature stamp with Penitentiary's cachet
to certify that sender had no identity card. Both were first censored in the establishment with the official cachet of

the prison applied on text as censor mark.

6.4.1943: Manuscript endorsement Greco in red pencil to indicate the language of the message. Sent via Rome
(numeral "I" censor cachets; examiner #52).

13.4.1943: Express fee paid. Penitentiary's oval censor cachet VISTO PER CENSURA on text side. Sent via Bologna
(numeral "II" censor markings; examiner #230). Addressee’s manuscript notation EArjgén Ilap. 7/5/43 for receipt.

©p

o
iy

_ EBITiEepT
JBO Ip J1STAAQECE o

TOo9¥ Tp B

o Teend

8 LU TLr  TT)

o
(Sl

TL o2vubsGep

8
ToLs

;s Afeve Crecia @\“"




CARCERI GIUDIZIARIE, TORINO/PIEMONTE (ITALY).

Envelope from Greece postmarked Athens 8.9.1942 to Greek POW in Camp No. 105 (Torino), forwarded by the
camp administration to the Italian Red Cross, Rome, to trace the prisoner.

Manuscript localization endorsement "Carc. Torind' and new address on attached piece of paper "CARCERI
GIUDIZIARIE DI TORINO" (Judicial Prison, Torino), tied with Italian Red Cross cachet (top left photocopy).

\ GAROERT GIVDIZIARIZ DT TORING ..
O
7

Italian reader al% cachet (Athens). Italian tapes on rear with censor

cachet ATENE (Athens) and numeral "I" censor marking (Rome);
examiner #196 (lower photocopy).




COLONIA CONFINO, ISOLA PONZA / LITTORIA (ITALY).
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Italian postcard, VINCEREMO type, airmailed to Athens/Greece from a Greek hostage exiled in Ponza Island’s
internment camp, 30.3.1943, with manuscript endorsement Greco to indicate language of message. Inspected in
the camp; colony's cachet DIREZIONE COLONIA CONFINO / PONZA applied in violet.

Examined at the Napoli Police Headquarters, where the R. QUESTURA DI NAPOLI cachet with framed VERIFICATO
stamping were applied in red.

Stamps canceled with Napoli P.O. machine stamp, 13.4.43.
Inspected also in Rome: Numeral "I" censor markings; examiner #52.



FORCED RESIDENCE

(Confinement to a village or town)

ARCHIMANDRITE (DEAN) BENEDICT KATSANEVAKIS, ITALY.

Born in Crete/Greece, he stayed at Naples where he was arrested with the outbreak of war between Italy and Greece and sent
to confinement at Cairo Montenotte, northern Italy. After repeated persistent appeals to the Italian military authorities, he was
permitted to visit the camps where Greek (Orthodox) internees were housed, to help them carry out their religious duties.
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Cover from his residence at Cairo Montenotte, 10.6.1943, to Greece. Enclosed letter giving information to relatives
of a POW in Camp No. 17 (Rezzanello) after his visit to that camp. Sender's correspondence registration number
"661327" applied on both cover and letter.

Rome numeral "I" censor markings and examiner #199 cachet.

Greek arrival c.d.s. Larissa 2.7.43.



DISTRICT ATTORNEY EMMANUEL KOMNINQS, ITALY
Public Prosecutor in the Court of Appeal for the Ionian Islands, displaced from Corfu, Greece to central Italy.
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Airmailed postcards to Greece. Messages written on 18.11.1942 and 17.12.1942; on the first, the sender
announced the order he received to re-settle soon to a better place (Pesaro), likely an indication of good will.

Both items were first censored locally, by the Security Police at Camerino and the Police Headquarters at Pesaro
respectively (text obligatorily written in French), and in Rome as well.

Additional stamps cancelled in transit (oblong mute handstamp, Rome) or on departure (Pesaro, 18.12.42).




ARCHIMANDRITE MODESTE ARMAKOLIS, GREECE

Exiled from Marseilles, France to Tinos Island, Greece since 1942,

Red Cross message form
"61" for civilians between
enemy countries, dated
29.9.44, to France /
Vichy State.

Forwarded via Athens
(Greek Red Cross / POW
Section), Geneva (CICR),

and Cairo to Marseilles
(French Red Cross).
Censored in Egypt.
Postmarked Marseille
1.3.45.

Notice:

The addressee never
responded as he was in
the meantime sent to
Germany as forced
laborer.




GERMAN-ADMINISTRATED AREAS

Germany kept under own control certain districts in Greece of strategic importance (Thessaloniki greater area; Attica; most of

Crete; Milos and other islands in the Aegean Sea).
When Italy signed the Armistice on 8 September 1943, the German Army extended their control to the areas administrated by

Italy until then. For Greece, this ended with the German Forces left the country in end-October 1944.

CIVILIAN INTERNEE CAMP, AGHIOS EFSTRATIOS ISLAND (AEGEAN, GREECE).
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Photocopy

Greek Red Cross postcard for use by foreign civilian internees in Greece during the Italo-Greek war before the
occupation, printed by and sent through the Greek Red Cross/POW Agency at Chalkis/Euboea Section.

Addressed to a Greek civilian internee in the German concentration camp on Aghios Efstratios Island.

German censor manuscript endorsement “zﬁ (4.3.44, examiner #2) and signature in transit on Lemnos Island

Postmarked Chalkis 3.12.43, Piraeus 7.12.43, and Aghios Efstratios 29.3.44 on arrival.
Manuscript endorsement in Greek "Departed' to be returned to sender; backstamped Kastron Limnou 12.4.44

(Lemnos island).



ZTPATOMNEAON ZYTKENTPQZEQZ MAYAQY MEAA, SALONICA (GREECE).

Civilian concentration camp under German command, administrated by the Greek Gendarmerie.
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Postcard from two brothers detained in the camp, 28.5.1943, to internal address. Stamped and signed at the camp
for inspection; cachet HELLENIC STATE / CONCENTRATION CAMP "PAVLOS MELAS", Greek text.
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Registered airmail cover from prisoner in the camp, 2.3.1944, to internal address. Given opened for examination;

inspected, stamped and sealed by the 1st Police (Gendarmerie) Station at Neapolis/ Thessaloniki, situated close to
the camp.



GREEK CIVILIAN INTERNEES IN GERMAN CAMPS

ILAG VII, LAUFEN/OBERBAYERN (GERMANY).
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Cover with Greek stamps cancelled Athens 28.4.1944 to Greek civilian in Civilian Internment Camp No. 7,
Biirgermaster. Inspected in Munich (OKW tape with "d" censor cachet, instead of OKW Vienna where the mail from

Greece was regularly examined.



ILAG VII, LAUFEN/OBERBAYERN (GERMANY).
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Civilian Internment Camp No. 7, Biirgermaster, preprinted postcards to USA, 30.11.42 and 20.12.42, from Greek
civilian internee with US citizenship arrested in Greece.

Additional airmail postage cachet stamped at the camp with manuscript endorsement 40pf. on lower card.

OKW Berlin censor marking on upper card (prisoner's text in Greek); camp censor Nr. 4 on lower card (text in
English). Both were also censored in USA.



GREEK POLITICAL PRISONERS IN GERMANY
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Prisoner's first letter from the Remand Prison in Leipzig, 15.5.1943, to Greece. On the printed top of the
lettersheet, the prison's administration filled also the correspondence regulation for the prisoner to follow: "I letter

every 4 weeks".
Censored by the Prison's administration, the OKW office in Vienna and by the Italian censorship office in Athens.



WEHRMACHTUNTERSUCHUNGSGEFAGNIS WIEN, VIENNA (AUSTRIA).
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Stalag XII B (Frankenthal/Pfalz, disbanded since March 1942) pre-printed lettersheet given for use in the Vienna
Military Remand Prison, 26.7.1943, to Greece. It was forwarded to the Vienna OKW office to be examined but that
office returned the item to Stalag XII B with the endorsement Prufstempel fehit! Zuruck Stalag XII (censor mark is
missing! Back to Stalag XII), apparently not knowing that the camp had been disbanded for more than a year.

The prison's administration applied its own censor handstamp.



WEHRMACHTUNTERSUCHUNGSGEFAGNIS WIEN, VIENNA (AUSTRIA).

Letters from detained a Greek Navy officer, 19.2.1945 & 5.3.1945, to the ICRC in Geneva for transmission through

the mail bag system. ;
Forwarded open for inspection via Frankfurt/Main (OKW "e" censor markings); examined also in Switzerland (ICRC
| Geneva, Service Hellénigue), and Italy (Bari, Allied Transadriatic Censorship markings and tape). Censored also

upon arrival in Athens (bilingual sealing tapes and markings).




KONZENTRATION LAGER GROSS ROSEN, WUSTEGIERSDORF (GERMANY).

Letter from Greece, 6.10.1942, to a Greek prisoner employed by Philpp Holzmann firm (Gemeinshaftslager =
civilian workers camp).

Censored in Italy (Milan UCPE II) and Germanyﬂ/ienna OKW "g").
Manuscript endorsement Retur nach Griechenland to be returned to Greece.
Postmarked Thessaloniki (Salonica) 22.11.42.



WOHNLAGER PERNLOHNER KELLER, ROSESHEIN/OBERBAYERN (GERMANY).

Civilian message form through the German Red Cross to France from a Greek prisoner employed by Pernlohner
Keller firm (Wohnlager = housing unit).

Censored in Frankfurt/Main OKW "e" office; inspected also with chemical ink.
Forwarded to ICRC/Geneva, 17.11.1944. Sealed by the French Red Cross and mailed at Carcassonne 14.12.44.




OFLAG X B, NIENBURG/WESER (GERMANY).

5 Bt %aﬂ}% Ege)wﬁigﬁo.ki, - s 9}

B Fo Kotborio. — Jaxedounio.

& o | (GRI\ECHENLAND. __
el -

-

L. TPATIEZA THZ EAAAAQS

2 1. hug. 1044 «

08 eefentnant *"%r, ec

: Roradire . /i. g‘lf;wge, ! 5
: Yet ﬁo{ﬁ c%e% - O%X;i{ueﬂﬁm}}(’% X B
20 N Le'r\,@wt,oé -Wesex,
‘D ewx.)(, SC i‘\fﬂ»‘ﬂ C%;S
| ¢

. - - R T— .

Bank of Greece official cover used privately, from Greece to Greek POW in Officers Camp X B. Its use was
exceptional, as only pre-printed reply stationary provided by the camp should be used by internees' relatives.

Forwarded postage-free and postmarked Kastoria 31.7.1944; backstamped Thessaloniki (Salonica) 10.8.44.
Vienna OKW (g) censor machine stamping on unprinted tape.
Camp linear date cachet 21.4ug. 1944 for arrival at.



GREEK PRISONERS-OF-WAR IN GERMAN CAMPS, GERMANY

STALAG VII A, MOOSBURG/OBERBAYERN (GERMANY).

r
-

Vo7 /.__ R,
/a‘eecegila

Gebiihrenfrei!

|
{
Absender: > .
g
Vor- und Zuname. j Eipieageort: Z’" / 5 fc\"é
T LEQLRANRS NICOLA Sl ;
/23394 suase Lute_[aga50en 7
Gelangenennummer: £ =€ © /7 7 SEPoL’ Y
iz
Lager-Bezeichnung: "0 ) £ CHENLAND
B gy s i Lnndcei;tti!. [ng:l:‘u?lw,]{
K 39( 3 =

Deutschland (All\émaﬁne]

POW German postcard (German text) with printed camp's designation, 9.10.1944, from Greek POW soldier at
transit camp VIIB to Greece. Prisoner's manuscript endorsement K 2953 stands for camp's "Arbeitskommando
(Working Detachment) 3953".

Stalag's mute machine postmark for departure, 27.10.44.

Dispatched via Switzerland and Egypt as the German forces had completed their retreating from Greece by that
time.

Inspected in the camp (examiner #47); British censor markings applied in Cairo (examiner #203).



MARLAG u. MILAG NORD, WESTERTIMKE/POST TARMSTEDT (GERMANY).
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Stampless envelope with contents from South Africa postmarked Johannesburg 17.VI1.43 to Greek POW in "Marlag
0" Prison Camp for Navy Officers. S.A. tapes with Johannesburg "B" censor cachet.
Text written in Greek; examined also in Germany; Frankfurt OKW "e" tape and censor cachet.

Camp linear date handstamp 5.5ept. 1943 for arrival.



ITALY'S ARMISTICE

Following the armistice between Italy and the Allies, announced 8 September 1943, about 265,000 Italians in Greece were
disarmed by the Germans till 12 September. A first measure by the latter was to seize the incoming/outgoing Italian mail and
send it first to Germany, for inspection. Some 15,000 Italians were kept prisoner in several German camps, transferred later to
Germany, Czechoslovakia and Yugoslavia.

By November 1943, even forced labor could not meet the Wehrmacht's needs in occupied Greece, and the German Army
relieved the situation by turning to forced, unpaid Italian labor. So, 29,000 others had "solemnly" offered themselves to work for
the German military authorities, by serving either as "Hilfswilligen" (Hiwis, voluntary worker) or in the two Italian battalions of
"Kampfwilligen" (Kawis, security guard).

As for the Greek POWSs and civilians interned in Italy, most of them succeeded to run away from their camps. Many headed
either south to reach the advancing Allied troops or north over the Alps to seek refuge to neutral Switzerland, while few were
recaptured and sent to Mussolini’s Salo State or to Germany.

MAIL FROM/TO GREECE CAPTURED BY THE GERMANS

GERMAN ARMY HIGH COMMAND CENSORSHIP OFFICE "g", VIENNA (AUSTRIA).
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COLONIA CONFINO, ISOLA PONZA (LITTORIA, ITALY).

Italian postal stationary, 27 May 1943, to Corfu/Greece from a Greek hostage exiled on Ponza island internment
camp (confinement colony). Inspected in the camp; colony's cachet in violet with censor's signature. Dispatched
through the island's PO on 1 August 1943.

Censored again in Rome and remained there until after the announcement of Italy's armistice.

Seized by the Germans and sent to Germany for inspection by the Army censorship office in Vienna: registration
number, blue chemical brush line on text side, and OKW red machine stamp.



GERMAN ARMY HIGH COMMAND CENSORSHIP OFFICE "d", MUNICH (GERMANY).

COMANDO 11a ARMATA, P.M. 23 (ATHENS, GREECE).

Airmail cover to Italy postmarked P.M. 23 (11th Army Superintendence, Athens), 8.9.1943; last day of P.M. 23
operation.

Captured when the German Army disarmed the Italian units in Greece.

Sent to Germany for inspection: Munich Army Censorship Office registration number "322524' for admission,
examiner numbers, OKW "d" machine stamping.



STALAG X B, SANDBOSTEL (GERMANY).

Lettersheet and cover airmailed to Italy, postmarked P.M. 65, 5.9.1943 (Pinerolo Division, Larissa). Captured when
the German Army disarmed the Italian units in Greece and sent to POW Camp X B, Germany for inspection.

Camp examiner cachets "Gepriift 58' and "Gepriift 69' with stamp sheet selvage pieces used as sealing tape on
mﬂ‘ll x




GERMAN ARMY HIGH COMMAND CENSORSHIP OFFICE "g", VIENNA (AUSTRIA).
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CAMPO P.G. 17, REZZANELLO/PIACENZA (ITALY).

POW Italian postcard and lettersheet from Greek prisoner in Camp No. 17 to Greece, written on 9 July and 7
August 1943. Censored in Rome (numeral "I" markings, examiner #196) and captured by the Germans when found

still there in mid-September, following Italy's armistice.
Sent to the OKW Army Censorship Office in Vienna for inspection. Registration numbers for arrival 311744 and
281181; large/small machine stampings and examiner numbers.

Greek arrival postmarks on both.



ITALIAN MILITARY INTERNEES IN GERMAN CAMPS
TEMPORARY COLLECTION CAMP, TRIPOLIS (GREECE).

Photocopy

Envelope with contents to Italy, 21.9.1943, from Italian soldier held in the temporary camp near Tripolis. Return
address on rear: 363 Reg. Fant., III Btg.,, Comp. Comando (photocopy), as typically the unit was not disbanded
until 26 October 1943. Postmarked Feldpost "f* 25.9.43 for dispatch.

Inspected in Munich; blue chemical brush line and examiner numbers on cover and letter, tape tied with OKW "d"
machine stamp.

Italian postmark on arrival, Bellinzario Novarese 1.11.1943.



CATHOLIC CHURCH, HERACLION/CRETE (GREECE).

—_— — — ———————

L——

®  EAAHNIKOT EPYGPOZ ZITAYPOZ

" IMHMA HPAKAEIOY - KPHTHE

3

GRIECH. ROTES KREUZ

IRAKLION-KRETA

‘Exdwvopov Name- Nom "f s B o I = g b d¥ e SN et NN

*Ovoua - Vorname —Prenom“ =
i d Y

‘0dog- Strasse-Rue )"{*"-'/’*Mf o A AT ot o BTN ¥ 5050
II6hig - Stadt - Ville ...
Xboa-Land - Pays ..« f‘*-ﬂ*’ ........................

THMEIOMA ITPOE AIABIBAZIN—Mitteilung—DMessage.
(25 héEsig wat’ dvdtatoy dglov dmokivmg wposomrdy)
(nicht fiber 25 worte nur personliche familiennachricl hten)
(26 mots_au maximum)

.d;.: fenasino. mon zalw_

AN iu, m \\val‘-l Hwnavfn&gf‘;mmwﬁ*qw
”1 hm&‘é M. a’? tie. ) LAQO. AN, 32; beste
i & % &m AVNY M. e 0 B e 2

H-

3RS %ﬁ? Pl:

Yo J’l-' MM A
v S

*Hyegopnviu: Datum—Date

nAPAAHnTHz EMPFANGER DESTINATAIRE

*Ovopa: "&(W ..... 41:: /5{‘1!_ ' b.ﬁﬁm\ '
2 tE A 8
“0d6e: .. /Gd 3«! A8 15/ /} é 1\%\ g?‘

£
—_—
W
&
e

4 |
Méhic: ... eC A c-?/;_t_»tg / B8
XKoo .., ke e éduf

{3
*H andvinois dmoley—Antwort nmseitig—Repouse an verso, ol *

Todwpate mokd edavdyveota—Bitle deutlich schreiben—ecrire trés lzs1b].emcn1. :

Undated Greek Red Cross message form edited locally by the Heraclion Section from Italian soldier interned at the

Temporary Collection Centre in the town's Catholic Church (Eglise Catholique, Iraklion, Creta) to Catania/ Sicily,
Italy. ICRC/Geneva cachet, in transit.

Allied dated censor cachet “"VERIFICATO / PER CENSURA / 10.11.43" applied on arrival at destination.



ITALIAN ARMY BARRACKS, AGHIOS NIKOLAOS/CRETE (GREECE).

Italian Armed Forces lettersheet forwarded through the Red Cross to Northern Italy (Salo State) from Italian soldier

interned at the Barracks of his unit. Place/date of message: P.M. 121, 6.10.1943 (Aghios Nikolaos, Crete).
ICRC/Geneva cachet in transit. '

Inspected in Verona (Italian Social Republic), examiner #10.
Postmarked on arrival, Roncaglia/Alessandria 27.12.43.



CAMPO DI RACCOLTA N. 4, RHODES ISLAND (DODECANESE).

Undated cover to Southern Italy, under Allied control, from Italian POW held in the Collection Camp No. 4 near
Damatria village, Rhodes. Dispatched to Italy before the end of February 1944.

Censored in the camp; examiner’s signature with initials on top right corner (blue crayon).

Inspected also in Munich (OKW "Ad" machine stamping on back).

Backstamped on arrival Cibali/Catania 17.4.44 (Sicily) and taxed with 50c. Allied Military Administration stamp,
letter rate, probably because the postal clerk was not familiar to sender's particularity or status. '



CAMPO DI RACCOLTA N. 6, RHODES ISLAND (DODECANESE).

Undated cover to Italy from Italian POW held in the Collection Camp No. 6 near Calato village, Rhodes, dispatched
before the end of February 1944. :
Censored in the camp; examiner's rank and signature with initials on top right corner.

Inspected also in Verona (Italian Social Republic). Italian tape with Army Censorship Office No. 529 oblong framed
cachets for receipt from and return to the Post Office, dated 3IMAR 1944, examiners' markings.



DULAG 135, ATHENS (GREECE).

German bi-lingual ICRC civilian message form "61", 13.12.1943, to southern Italy (under Allied control) via
Switzerland, used as "capture-card" by Italian soldier captured on Rhodes island. Manuscript notation Rod/ Egeo for
place of origin. )

Sent to German Transit POW Camp 135, Athens, for inspection; camp censor cachet “ 10 Gepriift" and signature.
ICRC/Geneva cachet in transit.



CAMPO CASERMA "MUSSOLINI", CEFALONIA ISLAND (GREECE).

Cover with enclosed message to Italy, 15.10.1943, from Italian POW held in the former Italian Barracks Mussolini
provisional concentration camp at Argostoli. Postmarked Feldpost "d"1.11.1943.
Munich OKW "d" censor markings (in red) and sealing tapes on back; hand-written same examiner number "410-8"

on message.
"Commune di Terenzo / Prov. di Parma" cachet on cover’s both sides. Backstamped on arrival Cassio 20.11.43.



CAMPO DI CONCENTRAMENTO CARCERI ARGOSTOLI, CEFALONIA ISLAND (GREECE).

Cover and message to Italy from Italian service man held in the Argostoli Penitentiary Prison provisional
Concentration Camp. Message is dated 14.10.1943.

Postmarked with Feldpost "d" datestamp, 1.11.1943,
German tape with Munich OKW "d" censure markings in red (photocopy); examiner 4199.
Backstamped on arrival, Mezzano Inferiore 20.11.43.



KRIEGSGEFANGENEN LAGER, PREVESA (GREECE).

German Army postcard (19.4.1944) to Italy from Italian POW in the German camp near Prevesa (Central Greece).

Return address: FPN 13 347, given to the camp five days earlier. No postal markings (mute postmark recorded
later).

Camp censor number "7" on top right corner.
Inspected also in Germany (Munich OKW "Ad" machine stamp).



ITALIAN POW WORKERS IN GERMAN MILITARY UNITS AND SERVICES

"ORGANIZATION TODT" BAULEITUNG, ATHENS (GREECE).

Photocopy

Cover to Italy postmarked Feldpost "d" 21.6.1944 from Italian POW worker of the "C.7." Construction Organization,
Athens Office. Return address: Prigioniero di guerra (Prisoner of war), O.7. Feld Post, FPN 25 150 D (photocopy)
allocated to the O.T. Construction Supervision Branch. Dienststelle dispatching office handstamp showing same

code number.
Inspected in Munich (OKW "d" markings). Backstamped on arrival, Bargi 5.8.1944.



"ORGANIZATION TODT" OBERBAULEITUNG, SALONICA (GREECE).

Plain covers to Italy from Italian POW workers of the "O.7." Construction Organization Head Office at Salonica with
Field Post Number “16 403”allocated to the Higher Construction Supervision.

Both items were inspected in Germany (Munich OKW "d" markings).

.

Return address: FPN 16 403 H. Previously affixed Italian stamps were taken off and replaced with manuscript
endorsement Fe/dpost for postal franchise. Postmarked Feldpost "a" 2.2.1944.



654 ARTILERIE REGIMENT, EPIRUS (GREECE). "

Plain cover and German Army postcard to Italy from Italian POW workers with the 654th German Artillery
Regiment. Munich OKW "d" censor marking and examiner numbers.

Senders' details: "M. Lavoratore' (Military worker), FPN 42 661 B on the flap allocated to the 7th Battery. Same
FPN on the Dienststelle dispatching post office handstamp. Postmarked Feldpost "c" 20.3.44. Backstamped at
destination 20.4.44.

Senders' details: "Lavoratore' (worker), changed by the Germans into "Hilfswilliger" (voluntary assistant), FPN
42661A (III Battalion). Dienststelle dispatching office cachet "42661D" allocated to the 9th Battery.

Postmarked Feldpost "b" 5.11.1943.



IRISH PRISONERS-OF-WAR IN GERMAN CAMPS
DULAG 185, ATHENS (GREECE).

ICRC civilian message form "61" to Malta, used as "capture-card” (23.11.1943) by Irish soldier captured by the
Germans on Leros island, Dodecanese, written while the prisoner was in the German Transit POW Camp 185,
Athens, on his transfer to Germany. Typewritten additions on the form made by the camp administration. Camp
censor cachet 10 Gepriift and signature.

ICRC/Geneva cachet in transit. Malta DD/25 censor cachet on arrival.

Reply message on rear (20.4.1944) sent via England. Censor cachets in Malta (DD/25) and London (P.W. 7829).

As the prisoner rationally had been transferred from Athens to Germany long before the reply reached the ICRC in
Geneva, the latter halted forwarding the form until the prisoner can be traced and receive the message otherwise.



GREEK "ESCAPED" PRISONERS-OF-WAR IN SWITZERLAND

With the collapse of the Italian forces after Italy signed an armistice in September 1943, great numbers of Allied service men
were transferred by the German Army from camps in Italy to others in the Italian Social Republic and in Germany. However, 835
Greeks left their prison camps and succeeded to walk over the Alps and escape to Switzerland, where they were interned.

Among other measures, the “escaped” POWs were granted free letter and parcel post direct with their relatives.

In normal times, they were using special pre-printed covers, offered by the YMCA and other aid organizations in the country,
while they were permitted to use the Red Cross civilian message forms “61”, reserved in principle for exchange of news between
civilians of enemy countries, whenever the postal communications between Switzerland and Greece were suspended.
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Greek prestamped postcard with additional stamps from Athens, 15.4.1945, to Greek interned in Switzerland.
Postmarked Athens 28.4.45. Greek censor cachet (Athens, examiner #213a).

Swiss military censor handstamp "380" (Berne).
Forwarded to the Director of the Swiss Army Post Office in Berne to trace the addressee. Oblong framed cachet

Zuzustellen / Feldpostdirektion to allow delivery.



TRANSIT/SORTING CAMP VISP, VALAIS.

Message to Greece on undated civilian message form "61" with no letterhead or acronym, written by a Greek
escaped POW during his stay in the camp (27.11.1943 to 13.12.1943); most probably the first he sent to his family.

Sender/addressee details and message type-written by the camp administration in Greek language with Latin
characters; text reads: 7 am well. Happy holidays. Thousand kisses. Theodore.
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CAMP MONTET (BROYE), FRIBOURG.
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Cover with enclosed letter, 5.3.1944, from Greece to Greek escaped POW at the camp. Between January and July
1944, 78 Greek "escaped" internees were housed there.

Sent through the Red Cross bag system.

International Red Cross Delegation in Greece cachet applied in Athens for dispatch, along with its two-line
instructional "PRISONERS OF WAR" handstamp in German/Italian.

ICRC and Service Helleénigue (Greek Section) markings upon arrival at Geneva.



CAMP ESTAVAYER-LE-LAC, FRIBOURG.

Civilian message form "61" stamped overhead "IMCH", 23.12.1943, to Greece from Greek escaped POW. The
acronym stands for Internément Militaire de la Confédération Helvetique (Swiss Confederation Military
Internment), internal naming for the International Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva.
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family news of strictly personaf character).
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Please write very clearly
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ANTWORT UMSEITIG
Bitte sehr deutlich schreiben

REPONSE AU VERSO
Priere d’écrire trés lisiblement

Sender's first
handwritten message
since he had been
transferred from the
Transit Camp at Visp on
13.12.1943. Locality
and County namings
were cut off as he was
not allowed to give this
information.

ICRC handstamp for
dispatch through the
Red Cross bag system
as the postal
communications to
Greece were still cut.



CAMP GUDO (or ROVEREDO), TICINO.

ﬂh:rf//ps ‘/fd,”?,dcg
Ch sy 733}}‘4’7»7@ i Cr foes 2
/

| ' ;,796'

Photocopy

Co 727¢ 'z/c, /77/‘ ?‘ﬂﬁ//'ﬂ ’7@’/
e Peoc

C2orx - /?ﬂ&ffé
Jervic@ /e/%w'g,ne

Undated plain cover from GUDO Camp (or its dependent camp at ROVEREDQ) to ICRC/Geneva from a Greek
escaped POW. Greek "escaped" internees in either of these two camps are not recorded but it is estimated that this

was sometime between March and September 1945.
Sender's address on flap; no camp designation (photocopy).
Neutral camp postmark applied at the near-by village's Post Office, Italian text.

Colonel Vassilios Rigas escaped from Italy; while in Switzerland, he acted as Inspector of the escaped Greek POWs.



CAMP SASSEL, VAUD.

Undated cover to ICRC/Geneva from a Greek in the camp.

The sender wrote on the flap the intended final addressee’s details in Greece, to whom the enclosed message
should be forwarded: Gendarme Elias Carolou, Verria Gendarmerie Sub-direction, Verria.

Sent between September 1943 and April 1944, when 72-87 Greek "escaped" internees were housed in this camp.
Neutral camp postmark applied at the near-by village’s Post Office, French text.



INSIDE SERVICE STAGES TO FORWARD A MESSAGE FORM “61": message fait 61; fait 61.

YMCA covers from Greek escaped POWSs to the ICRC/Geneva, Greek Section.

-CAMP ESTAVAYER-LE-LAC, FRIBOURG. Camp name postmark applied at the near-by town’s Post Office, French text;
sent between October 1943 and July 1944, when 170-350 Greek "escaped" internees were housed in this camp.
-CAMP YVONAND, VAUD. Postmarked at the near-by town’s Post Office, Yvonand 16.11.1943.

After the enclosed messages to relatives in Greece were transcribed on ICRC forms “61”, notations message fait 61
or fait 61 were handwritten on the covers, in French, to confirm the job was done.




INSIDE SERVICE STAGES TO FORWARD A MESSAGE FORM “'61”: Vu au serv. ICH.
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Vu au sorv. ICH

W

Cover to ICRC/Geneva from Greek escaped POW soldier (address on flap) in the camp near Bonnefontaine village,
Friburg [89 Greeks were recorded being housed in this camp between September and December 1944].

Neutral Swiss Internment franchise camp postmark applied at the near-by village’s Post Office, German text.

For some reason, the message was sent for inspection to the ICRC/Internment Section before being transcribed on
the form “61”, and a linear cachet Wu au serv. ICH (Inspected at the ICH Section) and date 20 SEPT. 1944 in red
were appliedon the cover, in French, to confirm this was done.

The acronym "ICH" stands for Internément de la Confédération Helvetique (Swiss Confederation Internment).



UNDERCOVER (PRIVATE) ADDRESS

CAMP ESTAVAYER-LE-LAC, FRIBOURG.

Photocopy

Envelope with letter, dated 9.4.1944, from a Greek escaped POW officer to Greece. Posted from Konstanz/
Germany on 17.5.44 by internee's friend (photocopy) and censored in Vienna; blue chemical brush line and OKW

"g" machine stamp tying the sealing tape.
Backstamped in Greece, Salonica 28.5.44 and Larissa 30.5.44. Addressee’s hand written notation: Received

31/5/44.
The sender seemingly persuaded a German lady visiting Switzerland to take his letter and post it from her home in

Germany, in order to surpass difficulties and delays in communications. It should be noted here that other
examples exist of his letters mailed by different German ladies living in Konstanz, a town close to the borders.



CAMP ESTAVAYER-LE-LAC, FRIBOURG.

Undated civilian message form "61" stamped overhead "IMCH" to Greece from Greek escaped POW. The acronym
"IMCH" stands for Internément Militaire de la Conféderation Helvetique (Swiss Confederation Military Internment),
internal naming for the International Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva.
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Département - Provinz - County . . . .

Pays - Land - Country

Message a transmettre — Mitteilung — Message

(25 mots au maximum, nouvelles de caractére strictement personnel et
familial) — (nicht liber 25 Worte, nur personliche Familiennachrichten) —
(not over 25 words, family news of strictly personal character).
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REPONSE AU VERSO

Priére d'écrire trés lisiblement

ANTWORT UMSEITIG

Bitte sehr deutlich schreiben

REPLY OVERLEAF

Please write very clearly

ICRC handstamp for
dispatch through the
Red Cross bag system
as the postal
communications to
Greece were
suspended.

The POW Section of the
Greek Red Cross
applied its handstamp
adding the day of
arrival "31-3-44' in
pencil.



CAMP ESTAVAYER-LE-LAC, FRIBOURG.

No 564 A. C.F. — 3. 10. 1939

Reproduction interdite

YMCA cover to Greece from Greek escaped POW. Swiss Internment franchise camp handstamp with place name
applied at the near-by town’s Post Office, in French.

Sender's message, dated 11 April, on enclosed picture-postcard of Lausanne with printed code "A.C.F.-3.10.1939"
on text side for admission by the Swiss postal service to be sent abroad, according to regulations set with the
outbreak of WW2,

Examined in Berne (military censor "315") and forwarded to Germany; censored also in Vienna ("Ag" marking).
Transmitted to Athens/Greece, where the Greek Red Cross / POW Section stamped and passed it to the Central
Post Office.

Backstamped upon arrival at final destination, Larissa 19.5.44.
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GREEK CIVILIAN INTERNEES IN THE ITALIAN SOCIAL REPUBLIC
(SALO STATE, SEP. 1943 - MAY 1945)

CAMPO CONCENTRAMENTO FOSSOLI, CARPI (MODENA).
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Italian picture postcard sent postage-free to Greece, 12.3.1944, from Greek civilian internee in the camp (under
Italian administration). The postage stamp remained uncancelled but was pulled out by the (philatelist!) sender
after he returned home about 12 years later.

Text written obligatorily in Italian.

Censored in the near-by German Army camp; examiner’s number with pencil on lower right corner.

Transmitted through the Red Cross bag system; stamped in Croatia (Zagreb), Switzerland (Geneva), and Greece
(Athens).



JEWISH CAMP, MANTOVA.

Italian Red Cross (Sald State) civilian message form "Mod. 3" (18.1.1945) to Greece, sent by Greek civilian internee
in the camp (former Jewish Home for the Aged). Italian Red Cross / Campaign Headquarters cachet.

Forwarded through the Red Cross Agencies in Geneva, Switzerland, and Naples (Southern Italy under Allied
control) to Athens; Greek Red Cross cachet and date 6.JOYN.1945 (6.6.45) applied upon arrival.

Passed by US military censor in Naples; Civil Mails 0124 and C.C.O. cachets applied.




CAMPO CONCENTRAMENTO FOSSOLI, CARPI (MODENA).
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Envelope postmarked Fossoli 5.6.44 to ICRC/Geneva from Greek civilian internee in the camp (Italian
administration). Camp postal cachet CAMPO CONCENTRAMENTO / FOSSOLT / Ufficio P.S. and censor mark POSTA

DI INTERNATO CIVILE / VERIFICATO PER CENSURA.
Inspected also in Verona (64R stamp and admission/release cachets) and in Munich/Germany (tape with OKW "d"

machine stamp).




GREEK INTERNEES IN NORTHERN ITALY LIBERATED BY ALLIED TROOPS
JEWISH CAMP, MANTOVA (ITALIAN SOCIAL REPUBLIC).

Envelope with message to Greece from Greek civilian internee in the camp. Written in English, 1.5.1945, five days
after the sender was liberated by the Allied troops.

No postal markings.

Censored upon arrival in Athens: Greek "Examiner No. 1552" tape with censor cachet.



SUSPENSION OF POSTAL COMMUNICATIONS

Throughout the war, the mail often became precarious as war operations might well result to the suspension of postal
communications.

In general, two were the major reasons for the disorder and delays caused: the events that followed in Italy after the armistice
was signed in September 1943 and the advance of the Allied armies to reach Germany, especially during the period from
September 1944 to the end of the war in Europe, in May 1945.

When postal communications with Greece were cut off, it frequently occurred that weeks or even months passed by without
mail being received from or sent to Greece.

As regards the Greek POWs escaped to Switzerland, it is worth to note that, in cases the postal communications with Greece
were suspended, permission was given to them for the use of the civilian message form, reserved in principle for exchange of
news between civilians of enemy countries.

GERMAN ARMY HIGH COMMAND CENSORSHIP OFFICE "g", VIENNA (AUSTRIA).

Photocopy

CAMPO P.G. 17, REZZANELLO/PIACENZA (ITALY).

Cover estimated mailed in late August / early September 1943 from Larissa/Greece to the camp. Censored by the
Italians in Athens, and seized by the Germans in that office when Italy declared the armistice on 8.9.43.

Sent to Vienna, it passed twice by censor and finally was stamped “Zuriick / Verkehr gesperrt” (Return /
Communication suspended) and “Retour” to be returned on 4.11.43 to sender in Greece.

Backstamped Thessaloniki (Salonica) 1.12.43; Larissa 3.12.43.



KONZENTRATION LAGER NEUENGAMME, HAMBURG (GERMANY).
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Letter dated 27.10.1944, to a Greek prisoner in security Block "M", Neuengamme Concentration Camp, from
Athens/Greece. As Athens was liberated on 12 October, and the German troops were still in Central Greece
retreating northwards to Germany, the letter remained in the City Central Post Office. Finally, it was backstamped
on 20 November for dispatch to the International Red Cross Delegation in Greece, based in Athens.

It was forwarded through the Delegation’s POW Section in its bag to the ICRC/Geneva, given to the town Post
Office and sent to Basle.

As the postal communications with Germany were also cut off, the cover was stamped at Basle with a framed 4-
line marking in German/French “Zuriick - Retour / Postverkehr eingestellt / Service postal suspendu / Basel 17"
(Return / Postal communication suspended / Basle 17) to be sent by post back to sender via England.

Censored in London, (Private correspondence examiner 56).
Postmarked upon arrival in Athens on 17.10.1945, almost one full year later.



WEHRMACHTUNTERSUCHUNGSGEFAGNIS WIEN, VIENNA (AUSTRIA).
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Greek postal stationery card from Athens, 1.3.1945, to officer detained in the Vienna Military Remand Prison.
Returned to sender by the British Military Postal Service, Taranto/Italy, following instruction by the US War
Department; 3-line handstamp “RETURNED TO SENDER/ by Direction of the War Department / Undeliverable as
Addressed” in violet.

Backstamped Athens [unreadable day/month] on dispatch to sender. Greek censor markings applied in Athens.
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Greek postal stationery card from Athens, 9.3.1945, to officer detained in the Vienna Military Remand Prison.
Returned to sender by the Greek Postal Service, Athens GPO: handwritten endorsement “EnioTpéperal / Oev
vnadpxer / ouyy/vid' (1t is returned; no communication exists).

Backstamped Athens 10.3.45 on dispatch to sender. Greek censor markings applied in Athens.



OFLAG 8, WUTZETZ/FRIESACK (GERMANY).

| Kriegsgefan
s Riickantwo
s PR :
I [: - Leitre de repon

An den Kriegsgefangenen |

Au prisonnier de guerre

t € ! O Ff Lo L.G.E\.{.; [ A A

x

Cefangenennummer: R 8 prg ot BT
No. du prisonsnier

Lager-Bezeichnung:

Desiguttion da camp
- : ;f,
Gebiibrenirei! Franc de port! Dsutschland {Allemagne)

daey

W}] ﬂrﬁj— 1o ‘E{:LI;:T

g3 op apopmop

moayad 3o AT
v :'r)!.l.l[![.l[lz pun -JU‘.\

amanipadxg
tIapuasqy

— _,,!ZJ, - . SRRLICLECS e

POW lettersheet reply half written at Kastoria (Greek Western Macedonia), 18.3.1945 to Greek POW in Officers

Camp 8.

Forwarded to the Greek Red Cross, Thessaloniki (Salonica) Section, and further to the main office in Athens; both

agencies' cachets in red.

Censored by examiner 210 £and postmarked A©HNAI — EMNIZHMA (Athens — Official) 6.4.45, but it was returned to
sender by post as all communications were suspended due to the Allied advance in Germany. Postmarked

Thessaloniki 13.4.45, Kastoria 30.4.45.
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WEHRMACHTUNTERSUCHUNGSGEFAGNIS WIEN, VIENNA (AUSTRIA).
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Stalag XVII A (Kaiserstreinbruch) pre-printed POW reply lettersheet (German/French text), 3.9.1943, endorsed for
use in the Vienna Military Remand Prison. Sent by registered post from Greece to detained Greek Navy Officer.

Additional Greek airmail 50dr. stamp cancelled Athens 4.IX.43, four days before the announcement of Italy's
armistice. The letter was halted in Italy for months, sent back to sender after the end of World War II. 2-line
handstamp AL MITTENTE / SERVIZIO NON AMMESSO (7o sender / Service not admitted). Italian military censor
cachet UFFICIO CENSURA MILITARE / POSTA ESTERA / TRANSITO applied in Genoa.

Greek arrival postmark, Athens/Registered 11.1.46.



PosTAL COMMUNICATIONS SUSPENDED DUE TO THE ARMISTICE SIGNED BY ITALY

CAMPO P.G. 38, POPPI (TOSCANA, ITALY).
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Registered cover from Filiatra, Greece (14.8.1943), to Greek prisoner in the camp. Examined in Athens by the
Italian censure office; tape with censor cachet on back side (photocopy) and examiner "18/Gre" marking in circle.

2-line Athens GPO handstamp, in Greek: "EMIZTPEQETAI AOIQ / AIAKOMHZ ZYMKOINQNIQN" (Return due to
suspension of communications) for the return to sender as the letter was available to be forwarded to Italy at the

time it was announced that Italy signed the armistice.
Sent back to Filiatra and again readdressed to Athens (8.11.43); postmarked on arrival, Athens 18.12.43.



POSTAL COMMUNICATIONS SUSPENDED; USE OF THE RED CROSS BAG SYSTEM

CAMP VERSOIX, GENEVE.

Cover postmarked Geneva 13.4.44 to Greece from a Greek escaped POW with no camp designation on return
address. Neutral Swiss Internment franchise cachet in French. Passed by military censor "315" in Bern.

The Berne Post Office applied the boxed Retour - Zurtick / Service postal suspendu / Postverkehr eingestellt cachet
due to suspension of postal communications with Greece.

Forwarded to the ICRC, Geneva, where the above indication was crossed out and the envelope was put in the bag
for Athens.

The Greek Red Cross POW Section applied its cachet on arrival to Athens, and the cover was put into the Greek
postal circuit. Backstamped at final destination, Larissa 6.5.1944.



THE RED CROSS MAIL BAG SYSTEM

The exchange of POW mail by the Red Cross went on continuously all through the war even in cases of suspension

of postal communications between the belligerent countries in Europe.
Such mail was handed to the Red Cross mainly because it was able to overcome all obstacles
and ensure more reliable delivery.

WEHRMACHTUNTERSUCHUNGSGEFAGNIS WIEN, VIENNA (AUSTRIA).

Photocopy

Letter from detained Greek Navy officer detained in the Vienna Military Remand Prison, 8.1.1945, to the ICRC in

Geneva for transmission through the mail bag system; . _
Cover sent open for inspection. Censored by the OKW "e" office in Frankfurt/Main; inspected also with blue

chemical ink.



REFUGEE SECTION
CZECHOSLOVAKIAN and GERMAN JEW REFUGEES IN THE DODECANESE

The Pentcho, a paddle steamer purchased by a Zionist youth movement, arrived in Bratislava in May, 1940. On 16 May, some
400 Czechoslovakian young men and women boarded on it, and left down the Danube to Bezdan, Yugoslavia, where 100 more
passengers, mostly German Jew refugees boarded two weeks later. During the next five months, the Pentcho called at
Vidin/Bulgaria, Sulina/Romania and Piraeus/Greece. After leaving Piraeus on 9 October 1940, the ship foundered on Camiloni
rocky islet, in the Egeo Italian Colony, on 25 October. Soon afterwards, they were taken to the Island of Rhodes.

All survivors were brought to the City Stadium immediately after the wreck, where the "Campo Sportivo" (or "Campo Stadione")
was established; of them, 124 women and 9 infants were sheltered by the Jewish community of Rhodes. The rest were later
transferred to the "Campo dei Naufraghi San Giovanni® (Shipwreck victims camp ‘San Giovanni’) in the main barracks of the
Regina Division, being interned there until February 1942, when they were transferred to Camp Ferramonti-Tarsia, Italy.

CAMPO STADIONE, RHODES.
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Photocopy

Cover postmarked Rhodes 17.10.1941 to the International Red Cross - Geneva from German Jew, Survivor of the
Pentcho Shipwreck interned in the "Stadium Camp" - Rhodes.

2-line "INTERNATI CIVILI DI GUERRA / FRANCHIGIA POSTALE" (Civilian Internees of War / Postal Franchise)
cachet to grant postage-free transmission. Rhodes censor markings on both sides.



CAMPO DEI NAUFRAGHI, RHODES ISLAND.

Photocopy
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Registered and insured cover to HICEM Immigrant Aid Organization Committee in Slovakia, postmarked Rhodes

2.9.1941, from Czech Jew refugee in the Shipwreck victims Camp "San Giovanni", Rhodes.
Italian local censor cachet "Verificato per censura”. Inspected also in Germany (tape with Munich OKW cachet on
back side), and in Slovakia (tape with Bratislava examiner #11 handstamp).



CAMPO DEI NAUFRAGHI, RHODES ISLAND.

International Red Cross civilian message form "61", dated 13 February 1942, from Shangai, China to Jew
shipwrecked refugee in Camp "San Giovanni", Rhodes. ICRC/Geneva cachet.

Redirected to civilian
internees Concentration
Camp Ferramonti-Tarsia
Italy, where the addres-
see was transferred to.
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overleaf on 1st Novem-
ber 1942.
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CAMPO DEI NAUFRAGHI, RHODES ISLAND.

Registered and insured cover to ICRC/Geneva, folded to smaller size by the
camp's Italian Administration. Presumed to have contained civilian
message forms "61" from the internees to be forwarded onwards through
the ICRC mail bag system. :

Inspected on the island; backstamped but not opened in Milan (UCPE III
censor marking).

Postmarked Rhodes 21.2.1942, Milan 24 and 26.2.42, Geneva 27.2.42.




GREEK REFUGEES IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA

CAMP DES REFUGIES GRECS, SOUK EL GHARB (LEBANON).
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Cover to the USA from the Greek Refugees Camp, Souk el Gharb,
Beyrouth”.

Posted at the near-by village, 1.3.1944; Aley 7.3.44 in transit.
Censored in Beyrouth and in New York.



U.N.N.R.A. REFUGEE CAMP, NUSEIRAT/GAZA (PALESTINE).

Photocopy

Postcard from Greek Jew refugee, 18.12.1944, to Greece. The writer informs that he and his brother escaped
arrest in Salonica and managed to reach Palestine via Turkey. After Greece's liberation, the refugees were told that
U.N.N.R.A. will transfer them to Salonica as the situation would soon be normal.

Posted at near-by Nuseirat on 18.12.44; inspected in Jerusalem. Postmarked at destination a month later,

Thessaloniki 14.1.45.



U.N.N.R.A. REFUGEE CAMP, EL ARISH (EGYPT).
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Cover from Salonica/Greece, 8.12.1944, to Greek Jew refugee.

Note sender's address: Hotel Makedonikon, Thessalonigue, a relative recently returned to homeland
Postmarked KANTARA 19.12.44 (Egypt).



GREEK JEW REFUGEES IN THE MIDDLE EAST
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Postcard from Jerusalem, 7.12.1944, to Greece. The writer announces that he escaped arrest (in Joannina/Greece)

and with great hardship managed to reach Palestine.
Private address; he lived at Jerusalem and worked as a pharmacist. After the restoration of postal communications
he sought information regarding his family's fate. Text includes: "7 am in Palestine where I fled to after suffering

hardships. With this, I beg you to give me any information you have about my family”.
Censored in Jerusalem and postmarked 8.12.1944. The card took more than one month to arrive to Athens;
addressee's handwritten notation for receiving: 17/1/1945.



MOSES WELLS REFUGEE CAMP (EGYPT).
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INTER-CAMP MAIL. From Greek refugee in the camp to another in the “Greek Refugee Camp BE 179" (U.N.N.R.A.
Refugee Camp, Greek Sector), Gaza/Palestine. The cover was sent open to Cairo for inspection; sealed by the

Egyptian censorship office.
The pre-affixed stamps were cancelled at Cairo, 16.7.1944.

Postage due handstamp TO PAY 3MILS; the due was not collected.
Backstamped Gaza 19.7.44.



MOSES WELLS REFUGEE CAMP (EGYPT).
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National Herald

-of NEW-YORK
.26 th Street Betouen 6th !
7th Ave

NEW-YORK =

U.Seas

From Greek refugee in the camp to the USA.
The cover was sent open to Cairo for inspection; sealed by the Egyptian censorship office.
The pre-affixed stamps were cancelled at Cairo, 3.12.43.
Examined again upon arrival in New York.



MOSES WELLS REFUGEE CAMP (EGYPT).

From Greek refugee in the camp to the USA with "AIR MAIL / GREEK TEXT" camp marking. Sender's address: "4620-
518, Moses Wells, Egypt". The cover was sent open to Cairo for inspection; sealed by the Egyptian censorship
~ office.

The pre-affixed stamps were cancelled at Cairo, 30.11.43.

Examined again upon arrival in New York.



GREEK REFUGEES' QUARTERS ADDIS ABABA (I:_I'HIOPIA)
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Airmailed to the USA and cancelled ADDIS ABABA 10.11.1943.
Manuscript endorsement "Passed by censor” by the camp administration.
Opened and examined again at Khartoum, Sudan.



POST-WAR SECTION

LIBERATED GREEK INTERNEES and PRISONERS-OF-WAR

CENTRO RACCOLTA PROFUGHI, FIRENZE (ITALY).
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Postcard sent by a Greek refugee transported by the Allies to Venice port to embark for repatriation to Greece.
Message written on 5.12.1945, the day of the ship's departure to Piraeus. Sender's address: Centro Raccolte

Profughi, Firenze (Refugees Collection Camp, Florence).

Postmarked Venezia 7.12.45.

Passed by Allied military censor (Censura Militare / 0111 / Posta Civile, Italy).
Greek postmark NAYZTA@MOZ (Navy Yard), 10.1.46.



ALLIED P.W. REPATRIATION DETACHMENT, TARANTO (ITALY).

- HwomeH YO

British Army air letter to Greece, 7.7.1945, from Greek ex—prisoher in Officers Camp "O" (No. 1), Taranto.

Forwarded to Greece through the British Army Postal Service; FPO 531 7.7.45 (Taranto/Italy), BAPO 15 9.7.45
(Naples/Italy), FPO 782 24.7.45 (Prevesa/Greece).

British A.F.W3312 and Greek 52/1558 OBE tapes and censor cachets.



CENTRO RACCOLTA PROFUGHI, FIRENZE (ITALY).

P. . % i 1
1 L,-’l'faff . anmas Loualavyfo

r / i ) ’
b gailae I]__x:.!-'r‘:r-a [ve f u.}{,_
p—

rI i ; & 7 -'-\ ’
Vie dello seata A 6o

= I\
:‘ vl QAL -
>
g e A
= i"t\-.‘;"‘. \‘l“‘ R
(=@ : St Qi'."- 3 ey
WA \--', e X
= L A
2&

Registered envelope postmarked Firenze 15.2.46 to Greece from Greek ex-hostage sheltered after the war at the

Fugitives Collection Camp, Florence.
Foreign correspondence military censor cachet UFFICIO CENSURA MILITARE / POSTA ESTERA / TRANSITO applied

in Genoa.
Postmarked in Greece: Athens 4.111.46 and Kerkyra (Corfu) 14.MAR.46.



GREEK DISPLACED PERSONS LIBERATED

TINOS ISLAND, GREECE.
!m—— —
I -} ﬁi’/‘v PW M."{;Mft'ﬁ . ;/‘z.c)/-‘.'.(-:'r' 2 "c’/'r:if I

7!;“111 5 gL cc

Photocopy

l h bons scoc s ¢
e

Envelope with contents (13.2.45) to France from French Archimandrite of Greek origin displaced on Tinos Island,
Greece. Text includes: T am interned on Tinos for 3 years with no mail no ships. We suffered too much'.

Carried on French warship having called at Tinos. Cachets Au bon soins du SLOM de......... "“and "Marseille” (In
good care of Military Works Local Service of Marseilles).
Postmarked Poste Navale 15.3.45.



GERMAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR IN BRITISH CAMPS

After Germany capitulated in May 1945, the German troops in the Dodecanese, Milos Island and Crete surrendered.

Shortly after, they all were sent to British camps in Egypt, from where special “"Working Companies’were formed
under British command. Some of those units were sent back to Dodecanese and Crete (sea-mine collectors) and
mainland Greece (electricians).

They all were transferred back to Egypt after having done their job.

2719 INDEPENDENT GERMAN P.W. WORKING COMPANY, DODECANESE.
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DEUTLICH SCHREIBEN

POW British postcard, 13.10.1946, to Germany/British zone from German POW on Rhodes Island. He was captured
on Leros Island (8.5.45), transferred to Egypt and brought to Rhodes with the 2719th German Prisoner-of-War

Working Company.
Postcard prepared/typewritten by the British Camp administration.



2719 IND. GERMAN P.W. WORKING COMPANY (BITTER LAKE, EGYPT).
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Postcard from German POW, 22.2.1947, after the Company had been transferred from Rhodes Island back to

Egypt.
The prisoner was captured on Crete Island (FPN 68032 C, 733 Grenadier Regt.).



2772 IND. GERMAN P.W. WORKING COMPANY (BITTER LAKE, EGYPT).

ICRC express message, for use in cases without news for over six months, to Germany from German POW in
Egypt. Sender's first message, 28.3.1946.

The prisoner was captured on Crete Island (Pigeon-post service) and transferred to Egypt after Germany's
capitulation.



306/4 POW CAMP, FAYED (BITTER LAKE, EGYPT).

ICRC postcard, 15.3.1946, sent from Germany via Geneva (ICRC cachet) to German POW captured on Rhodes
Island (1002 Batt.) and transferred to Egypt after Germany's capitulation.

Former location and FPN 68 064 D typewritten earlier by the British Camp administration.
Re-addressed to 2780 Ind. German POW Working Coy.

383/12 POW CAMP, EL DAABA, EGYPT.

ICRC postcard dispatched in late summer 1945 from Czechoslovakia via Geneva (ICRC cachet) to Czechoslovakian
(or Sudeten German) POW captured on Leros Island (Garrison’s Administration Company) and transferred to Egypt

(Camp 383, Sub-camp 12) after Germany's capitulation. Former location Leros and FPN 68 090 A written by the
sender. Re-addressed to Camp 307, Sub-camp 56.




ITALIAN PRISONERS-OF-WAR IN BRITISH CAMPS

304 POW CAMP, (EGYPT).
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Postcard to Greece, 13.9.1945.
The prisoner was captured on Rhodes Island, Dodecanese, but he was stationed in Athens, Greece before that.
Censored by the British in Egypt.



381 POW CAMP, EL DAABA (EGYPT).

Lettercard written in Greek by Italian POW to his Greek wife in Athens, Greece.

The sender was a Greece resident of Italian ancestry enlisted to the Italian Army after the outbreak of war
between Italy and Greece.

He most probably was captured in Greece after the withdrawal of the German forces in October 1944.
Message written in August 1945; censored in Egypt and Greece.



