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IL SERVIZIO AEROPOSTALE DELL’AIR FRANCE
SULLA “LINEA MERMOZ” (1933 - 1940)
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A STUDY OF ROUTES AND RATES WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICAN ROUTES
Mistorical Note: The Kingdom o,"mq;smm was amongst the last European countries to introduce air mall service. It was established in the The development of air mail on West and Central African routes rests mainly with French air transport companies with some later Belgian input.
Kingdom - then called the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes - in April 1923 by an agreement with the Compagnie Franco-Roumane de

Io Navigation Aéri

L hich offered the possibility of air carrespondence with o limited number of Eurpean countries served by this Erench air mall service beyond Europe commenced with flights by Lignes Aériennes Latécoére to Morocea in 1919, The development of African net
company. Air mail service withi

n the Kingdom was established only five years later in February of 1928. work followed western coast of the continent down to Dakar In Senegal which it reached In 1925. West African routes were taken over by Alr
France In late 1933 following the consolidation of aiines under the auspices of the French state.

Intercontinental mail service became available from 15.08.1930 when the new air surcharge tariff wos introduced. Thirty seven overseas
I with precise Jusqu‘d B by air. Although some oir moll from overseas reached the Kingdom ir

rurm ttently already from 1923, it must be emphasised that outgoing intercontinental air mail service was not possible before 15.08.1930.

In 1929 the service by L'Aéropostale was started between Marsellles and Algiers Eventually and under a different ownership {Alr Afrigue) the service
was extended inland through Mauritania into French Congo and eventually joined with British network in South Rhodesia. It coordinated its opera
tions with Belgian SABENA which started Brussels to Belgian Congo service in 1935. The service to Madagascar was provided by Alr Malgache:

LATECOERE, L'AERO-

PRAREIT Mail to and from Africa ReCro TN POSTALE 0 BY AIR TO CASA- o BY AIR TO DAKAR

(Ligne Latécodre, Air France, Air Afrique, Imperial Airways, SABENA)

Mail to and from Asia, Australia and New Zealand /
FRAME 02 (Imperial Airways, Air Orient, QANTAS, KLM) PAGES 09 - 16 TO OR FROM YU- L'AEROPOSTALE, BY AR TO BY AR TO BY AIR TO MADAGAS-
GOSLAVIABY AR — AIR FRANCE O Awrs FRENCH CAR

Mail to and from Asia, Australia and New Zealand (Continuation) PAGES 17 - 20

FRAME 03 Mail to and from South America
(DOX, Zeppelin, L'Aéropostale, Deutsche Lufthansa, Air France, LATI, PANAM) PAGES 21 - 24 BY AIR TO ELISABETHVILLE via ORAN, FORT
SABENA (o] LAMY
FRAME 04 Mail to and from South America (Continuation) PAGES 25 - 32
g R AIR MAIL FROM MOROCCO Line: CASABLANCA - TOULOUSE
ail to and from No rica
FRAME 05 (Zeppelin, Hindenburg, Catapult Mail, PAGES 33 - 40
Air Accelerated Service using liners, PANAM Clipper Service)

Treatment: The exhibit is divided by continents and set out chronologically. The exhibit presents the outgoing and incoming LIGNES AERIENNES
mail alike and focuses on air carriers, their routes and applied air surcharges. Wherever possible, commercial or private mail LATECOERE
without philatelic influence is shown. Any historical or subsidiary philatelic information is clearly separated from the main nar-
rative.

red Letter
Philatelic Importance: Philatelic importance of this exhibit lies in the quantity and diversity of material shown. The Kingdom of CASABLANCA,
Yugoslavia was an underdeveloped country without major importance in international trade, with a low level of literacy and MOROCCO -
without traditional ties to any country or area overseas. = POTEZI

nr. MOSTAR, 3 3

Personal Research: The exhibitor has extensively researched Yugoslav air surcharges and has defined and codified combined YUGOSLAVIA : Mgnedeur S, ENSHINGER

tariff periods of overland and air tariff changes (1923-1965). His research was acknowledged and included by E.B. Proud and M
Cusworth in their respective works. The exhibitor has written on many aspects of Yugoslav air mail, e.g. series of four articles on
the post WW2 development in ‘Hrvatska Filatelija’ 02 - 04/2012 and 01/2013, a study of Yugoslav Clipper Mail 1936-1941 and
Yugoslav air contacts with South America 1930-1941 in ‘Acta Philatelica Nova 2015 and 2020°.

10.09.1923.

AlR FEE 0.50
Rarity: Most of the mail shown in this exhibit can be considered rare to very rare. Exceptionally rare items or items of special

importance in the context of the exhibit are emphasised by red frames. The highlights can be found on p. 03 (Air mail to Mad- Arrival

agascar), p. 05 (South African local air service), p. 9 (Early air mail from Japan) p. 11 (Air mail to China via Deruluft), p. 20 (Air MOSTAR

mail to Egypt via the ‘Horseshoe Route’), p. 21 (Zeppelin mail from Bolivia, Aborted return Mermoz flight), p. 22 (Incoming 15.09.1923.

D.0.X. mail), p. 27 (Hindenburg mail to Chile), p. 32 (Very rare use of high value Yugoslav air stamps), p. 32 (North America

forerunners ‘S/S Leviathan’ mail, ‘Norge’ airship transpolar mail) p. 33 (World Circuit Zeppelin Flight, D.0.X. Flight), p. 34

(Catapult mail to and from USA including two earliest Yugoslav Catapult items), p. 36 (Trans Pacific Clipper mail) and p.40 The earliest known

[Very rare use of the new tariff, Air item straddling two administrations). Intercontinental
letter addressed

Presentation is in the traditional manner and aims to show four items per page. The use is made of scans (usually 60 % of origi- to Yugeslavia

nal size) or stylised route maps where thought appropriate. Different inks, shading and fonts are used to accentuate or differ-
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ANAIITYZH (20 BAOMOI):
ANTIKEIMENA [TOY AEN TTPETIEI NA
YYMIIEPIAH®®OYN ITO EKOEMA

AEN ANHKOYN 2TO ©OEMA KAI AEN BOHOOYN 2THN
E=I2TOPHZH THX NMAPOY2ZIAZHZ

ANTIKEIMENA ®TQXHZ MOIOTHTAZ (AY2ANAINQZTE>
2PPAINAEZ KAl 2HMANZEIZ, EAAATOQMATIKA
[PAMMATOZHMA KAI BINIETEZ / ETIKETEZ) TA OlNOIA AEN
[MPO2Z®EPOYN NAHPO®OPHZH MNOY NA EINAI AMNAPAITHTH
[NA THN ANAIMNTY=H TOY EKOEMATOZ

EMNMANAAHWH NMAPEM®EPQN ANTIKEIMENQN XQPIZ NA
[MPO2®EPEI KATI NEO AYTH H ETMTANAAHWYH



ANAIITYZH (20 BAOMOI)

- * [TATIOION AOI'O =EKINAEI ETZI TO EK©OQEMA?

e [1Q2 TEAEIQNEI? YTTAPXEI KAMNOIO

2YI' KEKPIMEN

O XPONIKO OPOZHMO 2TO

OlMOIO TEAEIQNEI XPONOAOTIKA H IZTOPIKA H

ADPHIH2H?

e TO EKOEMA TIEPINAMBANEI TAANTIKEIMENA
KAEIAIATIATHN ANAIMNTY=H TOY ©OGEMATO2?
(OXI AMAPAITHTA TAT1IO AKPIBA)

* YINAPXEI [20
KEPAANAIQN /~

PPOTITIA METAZY TQN
‘MHMATQN 'H KAINOIA TMHMATA

EXOYN ANAMTYXOEI 2E BAPOX TQN AAAQN?
e [I0IA EINAI TAANTIKEIMENA — KAEIAIA KAI

[ATI?
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TRIAL FLIGHT ‘EUROPA - SOUTH AMERICA - NORTH AMERICA’
BY DORNIER DOX AIRCRAFT

AN S

LZ 127 - ‘GRAF ZEPPELIN'

DELAG ~ DEUTSCHE
LUFTSHIFFAHRTS AG.

i A

5y SLe v

PAR AVIUN

| - I O, -
Zagreb | KELDORADO.
: Barpe6 |
Letter: f . g
0 7 . » g = .
SAO PAULO, N 1?5 : . mcr';‘fo-" Ill 18810nes
(G s e iy, &
BRAZIL - : Y R ¢ 40N
[ N b JT [ E « 1
Per Luftachitt e fopR\rgentina,
YUGOSLAVIA e 352 ) .y £
i . Mg | % -
01.08.1931, \ " Graf ZBP glip ™ i |+ & o .
ey

Postage: Reis | u!!! i I - 5 L ,-'U -~

2300.00 : . g |

Transit: | t : .‘/K}._\'{:.' !
NEW YORK . : '
27.08.1931.

Registered Letter: ZAGREB, YUGOSLAVIA - ELDORADO MISSIONES, ARGENTINA 30.03.1932.
n New York for engine repairs. Mail was forwarded by sea. Arrival: Postage: Din. 79.00 (L 3.00, R 4.00) ZEPPELIN FEE 72.00 (Third Weight Tier)
Yugoslavia from Dornier DOX South to North America flight. ZAGREB 11.09.1931. Very few private or commercial Zeppelin letters originating in Yugoslavia are known.
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destinazione Chicago. Le tappe: -Orbetello-Amsterdam-Londonderry-Reykjavik-Cartwright-Shediac-Montreal-

Chicago- 11 Volo di ritorno : New York-Shediac-Shoal Harbour-Isole Azzorre-Lisbona-Roma /Ostia). Le
accoglienze tributate agli Aviatori Italiani ebbero aspetti grandiosi.

I
WESTHINSTER STAM
83, Buckin
London, {

mpAa mT. AT
-_:1‘1.4. "'.'a'.L..ulI»JJ

L' Aerogramma sopra esposto, appartiene &l Volo di ritorno della Crociera del Decennale e riguarda la tappa alle Newfoundland Pe:“{
celebrare il passaggio dell'impresa aviatoria, il Governo fece sovrastampare in colore nero, un francobollo di Posta ordinaria con la |
seguente scritta “ 1933 Ge. Balbo-Flight-§ 4,50 “~ 1l Volo da St.John's (Shoal Harbour) riprese il 26 Luglio 1933. L' Aerogramma porta il |
Timbro Speciale in colore Bleu violetto con dicitura - Crociera Aerea del Decennale - Italia — Nord America - Sul retro il timbro di amivo |
* Crociera del Decennale - Lido di Roma 12/08/1933 X119*
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YHMANTIKOTHTA (10
BAGMOI)

MEXPI 5 BAOMOYZ INA THN 2HMANTIKOTHTA TOY
O©EMATOZ 2TON MNMAI'KOZMIO DINOTEAIZMO:

EQIPA®PIKA: (NMX H TAAAIA, MET.BPETANIA KAIT EINAI
2HMANTIKOTEPEZ AI'NO THN AABANIA'H THN KYTIPO 2THN
E=EAI=H TOY AEPOITOPIKOY TAXYAPOMEIQY)

XPONIKH MNMEPIOAOZ: MIA METAAYTEPH XPONIKH
[MEPIOAOXZ EINAI Z[MOYAAIOTEPH AINO MIATIEPIOPIZMENH
(MX Ol MTHZEIZ TOY NOTIOY ATAANTIKOY TH> DEUTSCHE
LUFTHANSA 1934-1939 EINAI ZHMANTIKOTEPEZ AlNO TI>
ANTIZTOIXEZ THX LATI 1939-1941)



YHMANTIKOTHTA (10
BAGMOI)

Ol YINOAQITNOI 5 BAOMOI TIATO MNOz0 KAAO EINAI TO
EKOEMA 2E 2XEZH ME TO EIMNIAEXOEN ©GEMA — EINAI MEZA
2 TA KAAYTEPA EKOEMATA TOY OEMATOX?

AYTO ZHMAINEI OTI ENA EK©GEMA ME MIKPOTEPO
XPONIKO OPIZONTA H AlNO MIA MIKPH XQPA MIMOPOYN NA
BPABEYTOYN ME XPYZO.

(MX ZTHN HELVETIA 2022 EKOEMA T2EXO>AOBAKIAZ 1920-
38 NMHPE XPZYO 'H 2THN LONDON 2022 EKOEMA LATI (2
ETH) NMHPE EMNIZHZ XPYZO0.)



'NQEH KAI [TPOXQITIKH
EPEYNA (35 BAOMOI)

2Q2TH ANAAY2H ANTIKEIMENQN

OMQZAHMOTE: TAXYAPOMIKA TEAH / AIAAPOMEZX /
AEPOMETA®OPEIZ /| ZHMANZEIZ KAI >PPATAEZ 2XETIKEZ
ME THN AIAKINHZH TOY AEPOTITOPIKOY TAXYAPOMEIOY

~ EMIKOYPIKA: AOINEX TAXYAPOMIKES SHMANZEIS
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AIR MAIL TO U.S.A. Line: LISBON - BOLAMA - BELEM - TRINIDAD - BERMUDA - NEW YORK (FAM 18)

HE)

On 01.04.1941, six days before the German invasion, foreign registration fee was raised to Din. 6.00.
Very few items prepaying the new fee have been recorded regardless of destination.
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PANAM
FLIGHT Ne 296
‘YANKEE CLIPPER’

Registered Letter:
ZAGREB,
YUGOSLAVIA -

-NEW YORK, U.S.A.

01.04.1940.

Postage: Din. 33.50
L. 4.00, R. 6.00,
AIR FEE 17.00

(Air Tariff Period 11.11)

Censored in Bermuda

Arrival:
NEW YORK
22.04.1941.

G 1933 balbo flight italy flight cov X | +

v = X

Qe & O 0O

UNDETERMINED
PANAM FLIGHT
FROM Ne 287 TO 303

Letter:
CHICAGO,
ILLINOIS, U.S.A.-
- OSUEK,
YUGOSLAVIA

31.03.1941.

Postage: USA$0.30
COMBINED
L & AIR FEE

Arrival:
OSUEK
06.05.1941.

AIR MAIL FROM U.S.A.
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AEROGRAMMA SOVIETICO
(GRASNODAR - ISTAMBUL - 10-06-1930)

Questo Aerogramma Sovietico abbastanza raro, visto che dall’'URSS verso le zone pseu-
do europee non erano molti, parte da Grasnodar per Istambul, con due fermate, una a
Berlino e una a Vienna, come risulta dagli annulli apposti.

[L'Aerogramma @
affrancato  con

| bolli di posta ordi-

| naria:

Uno da 70 K del
1929 - da 5 K del
(1923 -eda 3r (h'lI

11923, |
:—] |

am— D

s
4%pesten.y

e —tr—

CJ/&Z??”%(\,,. ﬂ//ﬁé— %Aﬂz"

PRIMO VOLO COMMERCIALE FORT Mc. MURRAY-ATHABASCA -
23 Febbraio 1931 con la Compagnia Aerea AIRWAY'S, sul retro una vignetta della Compagnia
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'NQEH KAI [TPOXQITIKH
EPEYNA (35 BAOMOI)

A TIOION AOTI'O EMNINAEXOHKAN TA ANTIKEIMENA?

ANTIKEIMENA KAEIAIA: AOI'Q 2IMNANIOTHTAZ / EZAIPETIKQN
2YNOHKQN

[MAPAGE2H BIBAIOIPA®IAZ ZXETIKH ME TO ©EMA

TONIZMOZ APOPQN / MEAETQN TOY EKGETH MNOY

~ BAZIZONTAI ZTHN MPOZQMNIKH TOY EPEYNA



[TOIOTHTA ANTIKEIMENQN
(10 BAGMOI)

EINAI TTANTOTE 2XETIKH ME TO EIAOZ TOY ANTIKEIMENOY

OI AETITOI AEPOTOPIKOI @AKEAOI 2YNHOQ2 BPIZKONTAI 2E METPIA
[MOIOTHTA

2 E MNMEPIOAQOYZ NMOAEMOY ME NMOAAATAEZ AOT'OKPIZIEZ TA
ANTIKEIMENA AEN BPIZKONTAI 2YNHOQZ2 2E KAAH KATAZTA>ZH

MANTOTE NMPOTIMAME ENAN EMIMOPIKO ®AKEAO EXTQ METPIAZ
[MOIOTHATAZ ATTO ENAN “YTIEPOXO” ®AKEAO MNMPQTHZ NTHZHZ MNOY
EINAI ®PINOTEAIKOZ

H AIAZQOEIZA AT10 ATYXHMATA AAAHAOI PADIA OA TIPETNEI NA ®EPEI
EYANAINQZTEZ / KAOAPEZ >®PATIAEZ KAI TAINIEZ ZXETIKEX ME THN
AIAZQ>H TQON ANTIKEIMENQN



1010 ®A MIIEI XTO EK®OEMA?

BY AIRR MAIL

™ “2AR AVION

'AUO @aKeAol crash

| - mail aTto 10 id10

s e, ATOXNHO (1954) pe
BRIET RN E e CF ot NV idla o@pay1da.
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O—=( [TOIO ®A MIIEI £TO EKOEMA?

Or ITpog Kavada IIpog AyyAix




EXOYN OEXH XE ENA EKOEMA YWHAQOY
EITITIEAQOY?

[Tpog I'aAAIKO Xovdav [Tpog Ivoia




—<C
{ EXOYN OEXH XE ENA EKOEMA YWHAQOY
EITITIEAOY?

ITIpog HITA [Tpog Xiykamoopn




STIANIOTHTA YAIKOY (20
BAGMOI)

EMIAEFOYME 2IMNANIOTHTATIANTA 2XETIKA ME TO
EMNIAEXOEN ©EMA

(H TNQ>H KAI H YTTOMONH ANTAMOIBETAI —
XPEIAZETAI XPONOZ KAI TNQZH I'lA NA
ANAKAAYDOYN TA MNMPAIMATIKA 2INANIATIATO ©EMA
ANTIKEIMENA)

METPAEI H AYZKOAIA ATTOKTH2HZ AYTQN: TA T1OAY
AY2KOAA ANTIKEIMENA ZIMNMANIQ2 EM®ANIZONTAI 2TI~
AHMOITPAZIEZ TON OIKQN — 2YNHOQ2Z BPIZKONTAI
2E KOYTIA EMINMOPQN KAI HAEKTPONIKEX
AHMOIPAZIEZ XQPIZ NA TIEPIT PADETAI H
2INMANIOTHTA TOYZ. A NA ANAKAAYPOOYN
XPEIAZETAI TNQ2H!



NA OYMAMALI

H MO ZHMANTIKH 2EAIAA EINAI H TTPQTH —
KANQ MNOAAEZ AOKIMEZ

Ol KPITEZ KPINOYN MONO ME BAZH TO TI
BAETOYN 2TATIAAIZIA

MITOPQ NA AIFOPA2Q MONO 2TMTANIOTHTA KAI
[MOIOTHTA, TA YITOAOITIA ©EAOYN MYAAOQ,
[MPOZMNAGEIA KAl XPONO!



Evyaplote yiax tnv mpoooxr oog!

N

AIR FRANCE
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