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INTRODUCTION  

The modern Hellenic State had been initially formed by virtue of the protocol of London of 1827 without the 

consent of the Sublime Gate. It had been finally recognized on February 3rd 1830 by the Great Powers and 

Turkey which signed the protocol of London defining the Greek territory as the geographical area of the 

Mainland, the Peloponissos, the Cyclades, the islands of Saronikos, the Sporades islands and Evoia. Before the 

establishment of the Greek State, the postal service was substandard and it was operating with horse-mounted 

postmen who were carrying official orders and decisions of the Ottoman Government. During the Greek War 

of Independence (1821-1827) the Greek rebels made some attempts to organize postal service but the capacity 

thereof was limited and the postmen were serving mainly the needs of the leaders of the revolution. During 

the first period of the establishment of the Greek State (1828-1835) the Greek Post had a very poor network 

and the correspondence was exchanged through other administrative authorities like mayors, policemen, 

custom officers etc. The regular types (I, II, III) of postmarks have been introduced after 1834 and in parallel 

there was an increase of the number of post offices which from 13 in 1829 amounted to 92 on September 30th 

1861 which is the last date of the Hellenic pre-adhesive period. After 1834 the correspondence with foreign 

countries had been intensified following the signing of conventions with other countries as well as with private 

companies like Feraldi, the Austrian Lloyd and the French Messageries Maritimes. During the Hellenic Pre-

Adhesive Period the occurrence of some important historical events and the presence of foreign armed forces 

in the Country, like the Armée de Morée (1828-1833) and the French and British troops which occupied Athens 

and Piraeus during the Crimean War, created interesting chapters of postal history. The exhibit consists of the 

following chapters: 

INTRODUCTION page 1 
1593-1827 | THE PRECURSORS pages 2-5 

GREEK STATE MAP page 6 
1828-1830 | GREEK STATE  pages 7-10 

1831-1835 | EARLY PERIOD MARKINGS pages 11-22 
1828-1833 | FOREIGN MILITARY MAIL pages 23-27 
1828-1838 | EARLY PERIOD MAIL TO ABROAD  pages 28-35 

1834-1861 | DOMESTIC POST OFFICES pages 36-57 

1834-1861 | GREEK POST OFFICES ABROAD pages 58-66 
1843-1861 | MUNICIPAL POSTAL SERVICE pages 67-77 

1831-1861 | FREE OF CHARGE MAIL pages 78-86 

1836-1861 | REGISTERED MAIL pages 87-97 
1833-1861 | PREPAID POSTAL MARKING pages 98-105 
1833-1861 | INCOMING MAIL pages 106-124 

1854-1856 | CRIMEAN WAR pages 125-127 

1861 | LAST DAY OF PRE-ADHESIVE | FIRST DAY OF ADHESIVES page 128 
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Entire letter written by the “Koniglich griechischen Truppen Corps Comando” meaning 
Commander of the Greek Royal Corps. Paper seal “KONIGLICH GRIECHISCHEN TRUPPEN CORPS” 
meaning Greek Royal Corps, sent to Munich by diplomatic mail, postage free and handed over to 
the post office on December 25th 1833. 
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