Thessalon1k1 Internatlonal Fair 1926-1940

April 28, 1925. At a time when the "Exhibition Idea" dominates Europe, MP Nikolaos Germanos
submits his innovative proposal for an international exhibition, the first in Greece, to the then Min-
istry of National Economy. He requests permission to implement his inspiration a.nd receives it. He
is immediately recognized as the “spiritual father” of the Thessaloniki International Fair (TIF).

The First TIF was held from October 3 to 17, 1926. The initial installations were located in the
southern part of the Field of Mars. They covered an area of 37 acres and spanned between Vasileos
Georgiou and Stratou Avenues, between the Byzantine Museum and the City Hall and today's Zerva
Street, which was a stream there. The entrance to the exhibition was approximately where the
small pavilion of the 3rd Army Corps is today on Vasileos Georgiou Avenue. Until 1939, it operated
in this space, and from 1940 (the 15t exhibition), it was moved to the area where it is still located
today. This was the last event before World War II. The next Exhibition was held in 1951.

. BAZIAEION THEZ EAAAAOE
AIEGNHZ EKOEZIZ OEZZAAONIKHEZ

Official cover of the Thessalomk: International Fair wlth printed inscription
AIEONHE EKOELIL OEZZAAONIKHE - FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE THESSALONIKI
Posted from THESSALONIKI 30.7.1938 to Tel-Aviv Palestine.

Postal Rate 9 Drs: 8 Drs for 1st weight cover & 1 Dr for Social Welfare Fund to Palestine.

This exhibit presents the first operational period of TIF from 1926 to 1940, as well as the special stamp is-
sue for the 1934 TIF. Philatelic material (TIF-postmarked envelopes, mailed items with the special stamp is-
sue, as well as mechanical & commemorative postmarks) and non-philatelic material (illustrated postcards,
vignettes - cinderella stamps, printed material, documents, etc.) were used.

Pages TIF Pages TIF Pages TIF

2-8 1st 1926 45-47 7th 1932 64-69 13th 1938

9-19 2nd 1927 48-40 8th 1933 70-73 14th 1939
20-23 3rd 1928 51-33 9th 1934 74-75 15th 1940
24-27 4th 1929 54-57 10th 1935 76-80 Special stamp for TIF
28-36 5th 1930 58-60 11th 1936
37-44 6th 1931 61-63 12th 1937
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1** Thessaloniki International Fair 1926 - The Beginning...

The 1st Thessaloniki International Fair (TIF) operated from October 3 to 17, 1926. It covered
an area of 7,000 square meters, had 600 private exhibitors (310 from abroad), 2 official state
participations (Soviet Union and Hungary), and received over 100,000 visitors, a significant number
for the time. The area occupied by the fair was 7,000 square meters. Participation from exhibitors
in the capital of the country was minimal.
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The promotion for the fair began at the beginning of the year with the issuance of an illustrated
postcard and later a special vignette.

Vignette of the 1st TIF
Printed by ELKA.

It depicts "Kerdoos Hermes" :.: o » ' ; :.:
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1'@lt Thessalomki Internatmnal Falr 1926

The official opening of the 1st TIF took place on Sunday, October 3, 1926, with the presence of its

founder Nikolaos Germanos, the city's officials, and a large crowd.

Founder of TIF,
N. Germanos

Officials during the con-
secration of the 1st TIF.
Seen from the left: Argyro-
poulos, Germanos, Kalli-
dopoulos & Theofylaktos.

Publisher: "Photo Kouriotis,
Thessaloniki"

The Central Post Office of Thessaloniki and Athens, and later rarely other cities, used continuous
machine cancel stamps with slogans for the operating period of TIF before, during, and a few days

Cover posted from
THESSALONIKI
25.8.1926 to EM-
MISHOFEN 29.8.
1926 Switzerland.
It bears a continu-
ous machine can-
cel stamp with a
slogan AIE@NHE
EKOEZLIZ OELZA-
AONIKHE 1-15
8/BPIOY 1926 -
FOIRE INTERNA-
TIONALE DE SA-
LONIQUE 1-15
OCTOBRE 1926.
It mistakenly sho-
ws the fair's ope-
rating date as 1-
15 instead of Octo-
ber 3-17, 1926.
Postal rate 3 Drs
for 1st weight cover
to Switzerland
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1st Thessaloniki International Fair 1926

Within Thessaloniki International Fair, during the period it was in operation, there was a
Temporary Post Office that received and canceled outgoing mail.

Registered cover sent by A.J. Detenhoff, exhibitor of the "Julius G. von Detenhoff" perfume factory based in
- Riga (today's capital of Latvia), and marked with his address "Foire Internationale de Salonique," to P.F.
Beelz's glass technical laboratory based in GrofSbreitenbach, Thuringia (Germany). Posted from
THESSALONIKI REGISTERED 7.10.1926, with registered label R THESSALONIKI 9 (Within the
Thessaloniki International Fair, a Temporary Post Office operated during the period from
October 3 to 17) to GROSSEREITENBACH 12.10.1926 Germany. It bears a rectangular commemorative
stamp of the 1st Thessaloniki International Fair with the inscription FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE
SALONIQUE.
Postal Rate 6 Drs: 3 Drs for 15t weight cover and 3 Drs for registered to Germany.




1st Thessaloniki International Fair 1926
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Cover from ATHI-
NAI 4.10.1926 to
SYROS 6.10.1926.
It bears a continu-
ous machine can-
cel stamp with a
slogan AIE©NHEI
EKGOGEZLIZ OEL-
EAAONIKHE 1-15
8/ BPIOY 1926 -
FOIRE INTERNA-
TIONALE DE SA-
LONIQUE 1-15
OCTOBRE 1926.
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4 Drs for 1st weight
— cover to inland.
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Cover posted
from  AEGION
11.10.1926 via
ATHINAI 12.10.

1926 to Mache-
ster England. It
bears a continu-
ous machine ca-
ncel stamp with
a slogan AIE©-
NHE EKOEZLIZ
OELLAAONKHE
1-15 8/BPIOY
1926 FOIRE
INTERNATIO-
NALE DE SALO-
NIQUE 1-15 O-
CTOBRE 1926.
Postal rate 3 Drs
for 1st weight co-
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1st Thessaloniki International Fair 1926

Cover posted from ATHINAI 2.11.1926
via ALEXANDRIA 4.11.1926 Egypt to
Nicosia Cyprus. It bears a continuous
machine cancel stamp with a slogan
AIEONHE EKOELIL OEZLAAONIKHE 1-
15 8/BPIOY 1926 - FOIRE INTERNA-
TIONALE DE SALONIQUE 1-15 OCTO-
BRE 1926.

Postal Rate 3 Drs for 1st weight cover to

Cyprus.

Postal card posted from
ATHINAI 9.10.1926 to Par-
is France. It bears a continu-
ous machine cancel stamp
with a slogan AIE®@NHE
EKOGELIE OEELIAAONIKHE
1-15 8/ BPIOY 1926 -
FOIRE INTERNATIONALE
DE SALONIQUE 1-15 OC-
TOBRE 1926.

Postal Rates 1.80 Drs for
postal card to France.




1st Thessaloniki International Fair 1926
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Telegram from Athens to Thessaloniki, It has an arrival stamp from the city's telegraph office THESSALONI-
KI 16.10.1926. It bears a rectangular commemorative stamp of the 1st Thessaloniki International Fair with
the inscription AIEONHE EMITIOPIKH & BIOMHXANIKH EKOEZXIE EN ©EZLAAONIKH 1-15 OKTQBPIOY
1926 (International Commercial & Industrial Fair in Thessaloniki 1-15 October 1926). The stamp mistak-
enly lists the fair's dates as 1-15 instead of 3-17 October 1926.



- 1st Thessoy&i Inte::nat_ismal !"air 1926

1st TIF: The pavilions of the
perfume company "Societe
de Parfumerie Geo le Jeune
& CIE" & the Ceramics
"Allatini"

Publisher: '"Liontas Mavrou-
dis, Thessaloniki".

1st TIF: The pavilion of the "Anonymous Industrial and
Commercial Company of Thessaloniki" (Former Steam
Mill & Ceramics "Allatini").

Publisher: "Foto Bayer".




2"¢ Thessaloniki International Fair 1927

The 274 Thessaloniki International Fair took place from September 18 to October 3, 1927. The
number of official state participants increased, and private exhibitors reached 981 (596 from abroad).
Greek businesses constructed their own pavilions, commercial visitors conducted significant
transactions, and the number of regular visitors impressively grew to 200,000. The exhibition covered
an area of 10,000 square meters.

40—81 AIEGNHI EXOEIIX 1927 —OEIINIKH

1t FOIRE INTERNATIONALE 1927 — SINIQUE
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Official cover from the
2nd TIF, with printed in-
scription 2ME FOIRE
INTERNATIONALE DE
SALONIQUE 1927 pos-
ted from THESSALO-
NIKI 25.7.1927 to Ge-
neve Switzerland.
Postal Rate 4 Drs for 1
weight cover to Switzer-
land.

2ME FQOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE SALONIQUE

The Central Gate & Ent-
rance of the 274 TIF.

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thes-
saloniki"

. SHLONKER INTERDATIONALE MESSE | 1927 SALONGA INTERRATIONAL TAR

Monsieur Ch. GELBERT

I5,rue des Vollendes 15,

GENEVE,

SUISSE,




2nd Thessalonik Internatioqal Fair 1927 E

The opening ceremony of the 2nd Thessaloniki International Fair took place on Sunday, September
18, 1927, with the presence of city officials and a large crowd.

j ¢ : 1
INAUGURATION DE LA Il FOIRE INTERNATIONAL SINIQUE

TRAINIA Bl AIE®. EKEEXZEQI—OEIINIKH

224 TIF, The Inauguration - Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"
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STRAINIA BI AIEO, EKOEZEQI—OEDINIKH | “INAUGURATION DE LA Il FOIRE INTERNATIONAL S)NIQt

22d TIF, The Inauguration - Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"



21d Thessaloniki Intenaional Fair 1927 :

For advertising the 1927 fair, vignettes were issued, a practice continued in most subsequent
exhibitions.

Vignettes of the 224 TIF were printed in four colors
They depicted the city's patron saint, St. Demetrios, with the White Tower
and the seafront in the background

The vignettes of the 224 TIF were printed in sheets of 10



2nd Thessaloniki International Fair 1927

Cover from ATHI-
NAI 15.7.1927 to
Patrai. It bears a
continuous ma-
chine cancel stamp
with a slogan AIE-
©ONHX EKOELIX
©ELLAAONIKHE
18 £/BPIOY - 30
O/BPIOY 1927 -
FOIRE INTERNA-
TIONALE DE SA-
LONIQUE 18 SE-
PTEMBRE - 30 O-
CTOBRE 1927.
Postal Rate 1.50
Drs for 1st weight
cover to inland

Commercial postcard from
ATHINAI 15.7.1927 to Pat-
rai. It bears a continuous
machine cancel stamp with a
slogan AIEONHE EKGOEELIZ
©OELLAAONIKHE 18 X/B-
PIOY - 30 O/BPIOY 1927 -
FOIRE INTERNATIONALE
DE SALONIQUE 18 SEPTE-
MBRE - 30 OCTOBRE 1927,
It bears the incorrect end date
of the exhibition, 30 instead of
3 October.

Postal Rate 1 Dr for postcard
to inland.
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2nd Thessaloniki International Fair 1927
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Cover posted from
THESSALONIKI

5.8.27 to USA. It
bears a continous
machine cancel
stamp with a slo-
gan AIE©NHE
EKOEZLIZ ©OEL-
ZAAONIKHE 18
E/BPIOY - 30 O/
BPIOY 1927 -
FOIRE INTERNA-
TIONALE DE SA-
LONIQUE 18 SE-
PTEMBRE - 30
OCTOBRE 1927.
Postal Rate 4 Drs
for cover to USA.

IEONHE EROEZ IE
BEZZAAONIKHZ

Cover posted from ATHINAI
25.7.1927 to ARGOS 26.7.
1927. It bears a continuous
machine cancel stamp with
a slogan AIEGNHE EKOE-
LIZ OELIAAONIKHI 18
E/BPIOY - 30 O/BPIOY
1927 - FOIRE INTERNA-
TIONALE DE SALONIQUE
18 SEPTEMBRE - 30 OC-
TOBRE 1927, | -
Postal Rate 1.50 Drs for 1t

weight cover to inland =




'2mi ThessalomklInternatmnal Fau' 1927

The layout of the exhibition was relatively simple. From the central entrance, the "Avenue of Nations"
crossed the exhibition area. The avenue was planted with trees. A narrow strip to the left allowed
exhibitors to build small private pavilions. On the right, pavilions built by the exhibition organizers
were rented to exhibitors.

Vel W”‘ 27 Interesting text from an Athenian merchant about the success of
Q"\‘mf"- his companies at the 2nd TIF is written on the back of the following
Imu é S 9 photo card.
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:sc . .’ a_pu..Ls.T,,._,.ﬁ é._,,;-‘ i ‘_m: Thessaloniki, 3/10/27 (Last day of the Fair's operation)
Dear Mr. Sarafopoulos,

J J. Dazed by the tremendous success of my company’s presentation at the ex-
{fw“ "“\5"' s “"ZI?&‘“‘P S “‘49“'\ @<  hibition, | neglected my duty to write to you, intending to find an opportunity
th D oy «-an-c.-..},..._m to share my impressions with you in detail. Unfortunately, that opportunity
ahmm.q o | ' %WE:L'{ " o “:A - did not arise, and I ask you to believe that I have not forgotten my good
| Gaead s Jriends and colleagues. I am very pleased that my efforts have yielded the
= “T R Qﬁ.c\:—{ result of receiving constant congratulations from both acquaintances and
r\d?aw of _MP‘L;F-L.. e k..-._s\, ..’ Strangers, officials and non-officials. Please be content with these few

m | AR : words. On Thursday morning, I will pack up, and I hope to be in Athens by
AJ._‘T «.rf ‘1 % ﬂ . Sunday ' .
Lo = ¢ N"i G( f m’ % e ey Greetings to Rodolfos, as well as to all the friends.
= Yo "*\‘-t;‘u oo 25 . _";‘q 3 < Yours sincerely, K. Tzortzopoulos
photocopy

20d TIF: The "Avenue of Nations" - A view from the Central Entrance
From left to right, the following private pavilions are visible: the construction company
"Oikos Papageorgiou”, the distillery "Achaia", the brickworks "Allatini", the Swiss watch-
making company "ZENITH", the "Bank of Thessaly" and the brewery "Olympus Naoussa".
On the right, a small pavilion of "Photo-Lykidis".

Publisher: "Nikolaidis, Thessaloniki"



On the left side of the "Avenue of Nations," there were many privately constructed pavilions. Some
were not permanent and were dismantled after the exhibition, with new ones built in their place
depending on the exhibitors.

=

AIEONHE EKOEELIX — @EZXAAONIKH FOIRE INTERNATIONALE — SALONIQUE i

224 TIF: The pavilions of the distillery "Achaia" and the brickworks "Allatini"
Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"

J9—AIEONHI EKOEZIZ — @EZXZAAONIKH

FOIRE INTERNATIONALE — SALONIQUE . 1

20d TIF: The pavilion of the "Autonomous Raisin Organization"
Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"



| 2nd Thessaloniki International Fair 1927 |

LIEONHE EKOEIIX —O@EIINIKH FOIRE INTERNATIONALE — SINIQUE
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20d TIF: From left to right, the following private pavilions are visible:
"M.K. Stamatopoulos Sons - Tools - Machines", "Sour Water Metal",
"Samson - Water Pumping with Windmill", and "Commercial Bank of Greece".

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"

40—8] LIEONHI EXOEIIX 1927 —OEI)NIKH Il FOIRE INTERNATIONALE 1927 — SINIQUS

20d TIF: The pavilion of the Hellenic Wine and Spirits Company "Votrys"
Posted from THESSALONIKI 2.5.1929 to Corfu.
Postal Rate 1 Dr for postcard to inland.

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"




2nd Thessaloniki International Fair 1927
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20d TIF: Left, the pavilion of the "Hellenic Red Cross", in the center, the
"Th. L. Polatoff Machine-Made Footwear Factory" and on the right,
"General American Motors - Chevrolet - Buick - Cadillac, Voutsaras."

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"

B'. AIEGBNHE EKOEZIE 1927 -EE)NIKH 1l FOIRE INTEHATION#LE 1927 - SINIQUE
TTEPITITEPON " ZENIO ,, PAVILLON “ZENITH,,

2nd TIF: Left, the pavilion of the company "Kokkou & Co" and in the center,
the Swiss watchmaking company "ZENITH"

Photocard - Publisher: "Foto Bayer"
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Printed letterhead of the olive oil trading company
"Jak. J. Jakovos'", based in Mytilene. The upper left
part features an image of the gold medal awarded to

the company at the 2nd TIF.
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Advertlsmg brochure of the olive oil trading company "Jak. J. Jakovos',
based in Mytilene, printed especially for the 2nd TIF.




2nd Thessaloniki International Fair 1927
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Advertising brochure of the "Thessalian Silk Industry — Sons of the Vatzias Brothers",
based in Larissa, printed especially for the 2nd TIF.




3™ Thessaloniki International Fair 1928

The 37 Thessaloniki International Fair was scheduled to run from September 16 to 30, 1928.
However, due to a severe dengue fever epidemic in Greece, the fair's dates were changed. It opened on
September 30 and closed on October 16. Due to the epidemic, the number of private exhibitors
decreased to 685 (349 from abroad). The administration of the fair also decided, for social reasons, to
reduce the ticket prices. Industrialists from Athens continued to snub the 3rd fair. It was the first
year a Greek Prime Minister, Eleftherios Venizelos, visited the fair. The "Tsiggiridis Radio" was
installed at the fair, marking the first radio station in the Balkans.
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Vignettes of the 31 TIF were printed in three colors
They depicted the city's patron saint, St. Demetrios, with the White Tower
and the seafront in the background.

11l FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE SALONIQUE
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Official cover of the 3 TIF with printed inscription III FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE SA-
LONIQUE posted from THESSALONIKI 18.7.1928 to Genéve Switzerland.
Postal Rate 4 Drs for 1st weight cover to Switzerland.




3rd Thessaloniki International Fair 1928 |
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3rd TIF: The left section of the "Avenue of Nations", View towards the III Army Corps
First on the left is an octagonal pavilion displaying imported glassware,
decorative items, and general household goods.
Following are the pavilions of "A. Matsangos Cigarettes", "AVEZ Pasta", and "FIX Brewery".

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"

AIE@NHI EKOEZXIZ " —@EIINIKH - FOIRE INTERNATIONALE — SINIQUE

34 TIF: The left section of the "Avenue of Nations" - View towards the entrance
From left to right, the pavilions of "A. Matsangos Cigarettes", "AVEZ Pasta", "FIX
Brewery", "Nestos Cigarettes", "Ganiotis Sausage" and the official Japanese
participation.

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"



31 Thessaloniki International Fair 1928
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Il AIEGNHZ EKOEZIZ OEIZAAONIKHEZ 1928
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Advertising brochure of a company trading in "French Ribbons" from
Athens, printed especially for the 3rd TIF.
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Cover posted from CLEVELAND 22.8.1928 USA via ATHINAI 6.9.1928 to CHIOS 7.9.1928. It
bears a continuous machine cancel stamp with a slogan 111 AIE@NHE EKOELIEZ ©EZZAAONI-
KHE 16-30 EETNITEMBPIOY 1928 - III FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE SALONIQUE 16-30
SEPTEMBRE 1928. The scheduled duration of the TIF is indicated.
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Cover posted from POROS 14.9.1928 via
. PIRAEUS RAILWAY STATION 15.9.1928,
| THESSALONIKI 16.9.1928, GIDA 17.9.
| 1928 to PLATY RAILWAY STATION. It be-
ars a continuous machine cancel stamp
| with a slogan III AIE©@NHEI EKOEZLIL
| OEEZAAONIKHE 30 EENTEMBPIOY
| 1928 - III FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE
SALONIQUE 30 SEPTEMBRE 1928.
Postal Rate 1.50 Dr for Ist weight cover to
nland.
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Messieurs

Cover posted from

THESSALONIKI

26.9.1928 to AN-

VERS Belgium. It

bears a continuous H. VERHELST & DIRICKX FRERES
machine cancel >

stamp with a slo- 47 Rue de Bruxelles

gan III AIE©NHZ

EKOEZIZ OEZLIA-

AONIKHE 30 ZE-

IITEMBPIOY 1928

- III FOIRE IN-

TERNATIONALE oL T

DE SALONIQUE | ZELGIQUE 4 E V. B R .8  <gud
30 SEPTEMBRE ;

1928.

Postal Rate 4 Drs

for 1st weight cover

to Belgium. —




4'* Thessaloniki International Fair 1929 '

The 4t Thessaloniki International Fair operated from September 15 to 30, 1929. The fair was
highly successful, with business transactions exceeding 40 million drachmas, and the number of pri-
vate exhibitors reaching 1,316 (500 of whom were from abroad). Visitors were particularly impressed
by the first exhibition of the Greek Press, featuring newspapers and magazines published after the

1821 revolution.

AIEONHE EKQEXIE C —@EXINIKH FOIRE INTERNATIONALE — SINIQUE

4t: TIF: The main entrance and the ticket office on the left
Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki."

AIE@NHEI EKQEZIIX — QEIZIAAONIKH

4th TIF: Panoramic view of the "Avenue of Nations"

To the left of the entrance, advertising boards for fabrics, English cashmeres "Makris & Co.",
"Marko" wine from the Hellenic Wine & Spirits Company, "Botrys" Cognac & Mavrodaphne, &
"Tsitenis & Sons" land & sea pumping machines are visible. From the left, the private pavilions
of the church construction company "Papageorgiou House", "Achaia" distillery, "Allatini"
brickworks, "ZENITH" Swiss watchmakers, and others can be seen. On the right are the
privately owned pavilions of the fair, with the III Army Corps visible in the distance on the left.

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki."



4th Thessaloniki International Fair 1929
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Cover from ATHINAI
3.9.1929 to SYROS 5.9.
1929. It bears a continu-
ous machine cancel
stamp with a slogan A’
AIE©GNHE EKOELIZ
©OEZZAAONIKHE 15-30
EENITEMBPIOY 1929
(4th TIF 15-30 Septem-
ber 1929).

Postal Rate 1.50 Drs for
1st weight cover to in-
land.

Cover posted from ATHINAI 1.9.1929
to ALEXANDRIA 5.9.29 Egypt. It
bears a continuous machine cancel
stamp with a slogan A’ AIEONHI
EKOGELIZ OEILAAONIKHE 15-30
EEIITEMBPIOY 1929 (4% TIF 15-30
September 1929).

Postal Rate 4 Dr for 1st weight cover to

Egypt.




4th Thessaloniki International Fair 1929

Cover posted from ano KO-
MOTINI 4.9.1929 to THES-
SALONIKI 5.9.1929. It bears
a continuous machine cancel
stamp with a slogan A' AIE-
©ONHI EKOEIILX OELLAAO-
NIKHE 15-30 EEINTEM-
BPIOY 1929 (4th TIF 15-30
September 1929).

Postal Rate 2 Drs (normal
postal rate 1.50 Drs) for Ist
weight cover to inland.
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4th Thessaloniki International Fair 1929

"VISITOR'S PASS" of the 4t TIF

The purchase cost was 25 drachmas. It was personal and provided the holder with free entry to
the Exhibition and a 50% discount on fares for specific railway routes. This pass pertains to a res-
ident of Serres and bears the red stamp of SERRES RAILWAY STATION 28.9.29. It has the offi-
cial seal of the TIF with the inscription 41 AIEGNHE EKOEZIIZ OEXIAAONIKHE 15-30 ZE-
IMTEMBPIOY 1929 (4th TIF 15-30 September 1929). This seal was also used as a commemorative

stamp for postal items. Additionally, it bears the signature of the General Director of the Exhibi-
tion, N. Germanos.




The S5t Thessaloniki International Fair operated from September 14 to 30, 1930. It was highly
successful commercially, with exhibitors increasing to 1,528 (642 from abroad).

-AIEONHEI EKOEIIZ — GEZIAAONIKH FOIRE INTERNATIONALE — SALONIQUE

5tb TIF: View of the main entrance on the inauguration day
Publisher: "G. Lykadis, Thessaloniki”

Hi1,- BEEEAAONIKH, Aielvijs “Exdeos. Megusi dnows. —SALONIQUE. Foire Internationale. Vue partielle

5th TIF: View of the "Avenue of Nations" from the main entrance
On the left is the western wing of the private pavilions, and on the right are the
pavilions rented to exhibitors by the fair, with the III Army Corps in the background.

Publisher: "Delta, Athens”




5th Thessaloniki International Fair 1930

In 1930, Greece celebrated the centenary of its independence with numerous festive events

nationwide. The fair also participated in the celebrations. The main avenue was decorated to
emphasize the anniversary.

wi2,- OEEEAAONIKH. Awdvi "Endeois, Kevepued) Aewpdgos.
SALONIQUE. Foire Inte i le. L'allée

5th TIF: Anniversary decoration of the "Avenue of Nations"
View from the main entrance

Edition: "Delta, Athens"

_AIEONHEI EKOELIZ OELIAAONIKHE FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE SALONIQUE I |

5th TIF: Anniversary decoration of the "Avenue of Nations"
On the left is the pavilion of the Swiss watch company "ZENITH".

Publisher: Unknown.



5th Thessaloniki International Fair 1930
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5th TIF: Anniversary decoration of the "Avenue of Nations"
On the left is the pavilion of the tobacco industry "Matsangos".

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"

FOIRE INTEANATIONALE — SALONIQUE

5th TIF: The left side of the "Avenue of Nations"
From the left, the pavilions of "K. Fix S.A., Athens", "Hellenic Tobacco Industry
Company - Néstos - Ego - Bafra", "Ganiotis Sausages", "Lyons Tea - Glaxo,
Stam. Charvalias" and in the background, the pavilion of the Red Cross.

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"



5th Thessalomk1 Internatmnal Fa1r 1930

AIE@NHEI EKGEEIIZ — GEIIANONIKH FOIRE INTERNATIONALE — SALONIQUE
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5th TIF: The end of the "Avenue of Nations"
In the foreground, the fountain constructed by the exhibitor "Cements Hercules -
Olympus". On the left are the pavilions of "A. Georgiou Tannery" and "Japan".
On the right is the Bar Mediterranean. In the background, the III Army Corps.

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"
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5th TIF: View of the “Avenue of Nations" towards the Main Gate
The fountain of "Cements Hercules - Olympus" was located at the end of the Avenue.
On the right are the pavilions of the "Hellenic Tobacco Industry Company - Néstos -
Ego - Bafra" and "Ganiotis Sausages".

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"




S5th Thessaloniki International Fair 1930

Postal card posted from PI-
RAEUS 11.8.1930 to SY-
ROS 12.8.1930. It bears a
continuous machine cancel
stamp with a slogan E!
AIEONHE EKOELIX OEE-
EAAONIKHE 14-30 ZE-
IITEMBPIOY 1930 - V FOI-
RE INTERNATIONALE DE
THESSALONIKI 14-30
SEPTEMBRE 1930.

Postal Rate 1 Dr for postal
card to inland.
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Cover posted from
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cover to inland.




5th Thessaloniki International Fair 1930
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Cover posted  from
CORFU 19.7.1930 to
ATHINAI 20.7.30. It be-
ars a continuous ma-
chine cancel stamp with
a slogan E! AIE@NHE
EKOELIEZ O©ELLAAO-
NIKHE 14-30 EZEII-
TEMBPIOY 1930 - V
FOIRE INTERNATIO-
NALE DE THESSALO-
NIKI 14-30 SEPTEM-
BRE 1930.

Postal Rate 1.50 Drs for
1st weight cover to in-
land.

Cover posted from
ATHINAI 9.7.1930
to LEEDS England.
It bears a continu-
ous machine cancel
stamp with a slo-
gan E! AIEONHE
EKOELIZ OEZLIA-
AONIKHE 14-30
ZENTEMPIOY
1930 - V FOIRE
INTERNATIONALE
DE THESSALONI-
KI 14-30 SEP-
TEMBRE 1930.
Postal Rate 4 Dr
for 1st weight cover
to England.




| S5th Thessaloniki International Fair 1930

Postcard from 5t TIF: It bears a commemorative stamp V AIEONHE EKOEZLIL ©OEL-
ZAAONIKHE (5t TIF). Posted from THESSALONIKI 27.9.1930 to Syros.
Postal Rate 1 Dr for photo card to inland.

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"

For the 5tt TIF, a total of 20 vignettes were issued
(in 10 different languages and two colors each) for advertising purposes.
They depicted a woman in traditional Macedonian attire.
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5th Thessaloniki International Fair 1930
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Sth Thessaloniki International Fair 1930
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"Visitor's Pass" of the 5t TIF

The cost of purchasing it was 100 drachmas. It was personal and provided the holder with
continuous free entry to the fair and a discount on specific railway routes and some ferry lines.
This particular bulletin belonged to a resident of Mytilene and bore the blue stamp of
AKTOIIAOIA THE EAAAAOEL - [TIPAKT. ©EZZAAONIKHE (Greece Shipping — Agent Thessaloniki)
It also had the official stamp of the fair with the inscription 57 AIE©ONHEI EKO©EELIZ
©OELZAAONIKHE 14-30 ZENITEMBPIOY 1929 (5th TIF 14-30 September 1929). This stamp was
also used as a commemorative postmark. Additionally, it bore the signature of the General
Director of the Fair, N. Germanos.



6'" Thessaloniki International Fair 1931

The 6t Thessaloniki International Fair operated from September 13 to 27, 1931. Its commercial
success continued to increase, with the number of exhibitors reaching 1,938, including 625 from
abroad. On the occasion of the 6th TIF, the "Hellenic Air Transport Company SA" scheduled twice-daily
flights from Athens to Thessaloniki during the fair's duration.

POSTALFE

photooopy'

"To my sweet Elenaki, I'm sending the latest view of the Fair...
26/1X/ 31, With endless love, Sofoula”

~BIEGNHE EKDEZIE — DEZIAAONIKH FOIRE INTERNATIONALE — SALONIQUE .

6ttt TIF: The Main Gate & Entrance
THESSALONIKI 26.9.1931

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"



6th Thessaloniki International Fair 1931

6t TIF: New lighting
installed on the Central
Avenue

—. Publisher: "DELTA, Athens"
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r

I am sending you a partial view of

= < f 7 /‘* . the Exhibition, which I visited yes-
L S | terday...
— s ‘ With love, Alkiviadis
photocopy

6th TIF: The left section
of the "Avenue of Nati-
ons"

Exhibits from left to right:
"Matsangos Cigarettes",
"ABEZ Pasta", "FIX Bre-
wery", "Nestos Cigarettes"
& "Ganiotis Delicatessen".
Postcard  posted  from
THESSALONIKI
24.9.1931 to ALEXAN-
DROUPOLIS 28.9.1931.
Publisher: "G. Lykidis,

Thessaloniki". - ———— 4
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6th Thessaloniki International Fair 1931

#08.- OEXEAAUNIKH, Ogapfovrod ipl.
SALONIQUE. Arc de Triomphe (détail).
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Illustrated postcard "Arch of Galerius, Thessaloniki".
Postcard posted from THESSALONIKI 16.11.1931 to PLOESTI
19.11.31 Romania. It bears a commemorative stamp.
6H AIEONHE EKOEELIE ©OEZZAAONIKHE * 13-27 EEIITEMBPIOY 1931
(6th TIF * 13-27 September 1931).
Postal Rate 2,40 Drs for postcard to Romania.

Publisher: "DELTA, Athens"
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6tk Thessaloniki International Fair 1931 _

Vignettes of the 6t TIF. Printed in three languages: Greek, French & German
The last one has double horizontal perforations.
Depicted: The patron saint of the city, Saint Demetrius, with the White Tower and the
seaside in the background.
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Postcard posted from NAOUSSA MACEDONIA 22.6.1938, (it has stamps affixed with a value
of 2 Drs instead of the regular fee of 1.60 Drs), via @ELZAAONIKH A®IEIE 23.6.1933 (Thes-
saloniki) to Czechoslovakia. It has a vignette of the VI AIEGNHE EKOELIZ OEZEAAONIKHE
13-27 EENITEMBPIOY 1931 (6t TIF 13-27 September 1931) properly canceled in Naoussa.
In Thessaloniki, it received a Foreign Exchange Control stamp YIIHPEZIA TTPOZTAZIAL E-
®NIKOY NOMIZMATOZ @ELZAAONIKH.

Postal Rate 1,60 Drs for postcard to Czechoslovakia.




6tk Thessaloniki International Fair 1931
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Cover posted from ATHINAI THISION
3.7.1931 to KLIMENTION 7.7.31. It bears
a continuous machine cancel stamp with a
slogan ET! AIEGNHE EKOEELIEZ ©ELZIA-
AONIKHE 13-27 EEIITEMBPIOY 1931 -
VI FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE THES-
SALONIKI 13-27 SEPTEMBRE 1931.

| Postal Rate 1,50 Drs for 1st weight cover

= into inland.

Cover posted from
THESSALONIKI 6.
9.1931 to LIEFGE
Belgium. It bears a
continuous machine
cancel stamp with a
slogan ET! AIE-
©ONHZ EKOELIE
OEZLAAONIKHE
13-27 LENTEM-
BPIOY 1931 - VI
FOIRE INTERNA-
TIONALE DE THES-
SALONIKI 13-27
SEPTEMBRE 1931
Postal Rate 4 Drs for
Ist weight cover to

Belgium.
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Cover posted from RIZOMYLOS 10.8.31 via ATHINAI 10.8.1938 to DRA-
MA 11.8.31. It bears a continuous machine cancel stamp with a slogan
ET! AIE©ONHE EKOEZIL ©ELLAAONIKHE 13-27 EEIITEMBPIOY 1931
- VI FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE THESSALONIKI 13-27 SEPTEM-
BRE 1931.

Postal Rate 1,50 Drs for 1st weight cover to inland.

In rare cases, we encounter continuous mechanical stamps with slogans for the TIF
used by post offices other than those in Thessaloniki and Athens.
The following postcard shows its use by the post office in Volos.

i i-l_' d _—

Ilustrated postcard (Volos, Seaside - Publisher Stournaras) posted from VOLOS
9.8.1931 to Thessaloniki. It bears a continuous machine cancel stamp with a slogan
IT! AIEONHE EKOEELIE OEEZAAONIKHE 13-27 ZENITEMBPIOY 1931 - VI FOIRE
INTERNATIONALE DE THESSALONIKI 13-27 SEPTEMBRE 1931.

Postal Rate 1 Dr for postcard to inland.
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“Visitor's Pass” of the 6t TIF
The purchase cost was 100 drachmas. It was personal and provided the holder with permanent
free entry to the Exhibition, as well as discounts on airfares, railway tickets, and ferry routes. It
has the official seal of the Thessaloniki International Fair with the inscription VI AIEONHE EK-
©OEZIZ GELZZAAONIKHE (6t TIF). This seal was also used as a souvenir for stamping postal items.
Additionally, it bears the signature of the Exhibition's General Director, N. Germanos.




7™ Thessaloniki International Fair 1932

The 7th Thessaloniki International Fair took place from September 11 to 25, 1932. Its
commercial activity showed stagnation, with the number of exhibitors remaining roughly the same as
the previous year, reaching 1,868. However, there was a significant decrease in foreign exhibitors,
with only 177 participating compared to 625 the previous year.
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~AIE@NHI EKOEZIIZ — OEIZAANONIKH FOIRE INTERNATIONALE — SALONIQUE

7th TIF: Night View of the “Avenue of Nations” Towards the Main Entrance
Posted from THESSALONIKI 15.1.1933 to Austria.
Postal Rate 4,20 Drs for postcard to Austria.

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki".
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7th TIF: The “Avenue of Nations”
Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki".
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Official cover of the TIF with inscription AIEOGNHE EKOELIE GELZAAONIKHE - FOIRE
INTERNATIONALE DE SALONIQUE, mailed as printed matter from THESSALONIKI
21.8.1932 to Geneve Switzerland. The vignette is from the 5% TIF of 1930 and is in the
Bulgarian language.

Postal Rate 1 Dr for printed matter to Switzerland.
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Official letterhead with inscription AIE@NHE EK©@EZIZ OEZZAAONIKHE -
FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE SALONIQUE.

The letter pertains to exhibits from the region of Mesologgi.
THESSALONIKI 17.9.1932 (Thessaloniki).

Printing: «{ASPIOTI - ELKA”

THE = ASPIOTI - ELKA~GRAPHIC ARTS C2 LT®




8" Thessaloniki International Fair 1933

The 8t TIF took place from September 10 to 28, 1933. The fair's commercial activity rebounded.
The number of exhibitors increased to 2,543 (252 from abroad). The pavilions were filled with Balkan
and European entrepreneurs. The company estimated the average visitor's expenditure at the TIF
between 150 and 200 drachmas. This year highlighted Greek tourism and Macedonian literature.

Vignettes of the 8t TIF
They were printed in three languages: Greek, French & German
Depicted is Saint Demetrius, the patron saint of the city,
on horseback.
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Official envelope of the Thessaloniki International Fair with the inscription EAAHNIKH
AHMOKPATIA - AIEONHE EKOEZIZ OELZAAONIKHE - FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE
SALONIQUE. Posted from THESSALONIKI 8.11.1933 to Geneve Switzerland.

Postal Rate 8 Drs for 1st weight cover to Switzerland.
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Invitation to the opening of the 8t TIF on Sunday, September 10, 1933, at 10:30 a.m.
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8th TIF: View of the Central Avenue
In the background is the building of the 3rd Army Corps

Publisher: Unknown

0E-20 BEEEAAONIKH Awedvnc "Endeais (1 »lvnoug)
SALONIQUE La Feire Internationale (Tout le monde y passe) 'Exddoaeig <AEATA> *Adsivae

8th TIF: The left side of the "Avenue of Nations"
(Thessaloniki, December 5, 1935)

Visible on the left are private pavilions: "Swiss Watchmaking ZENITH", "Alatini Tileworks",
"Hungarian products”, "EBEK", "Matsangos Tobacco Industry”, "Anonymous Industrial
Company of Pasta Products AVEZ", "AE Karolos Fix, Athens", and "Greek Tobacco Industry
Company - Nestos - Ego - Bafra". On the left, amidst the crowd, is a small pavilion of the
"Papastratos Tobacco Industry". In the distant right is the White Tower.

Publisher: "DELTA, Athens"




Ot" Thessaloniki International Fair 1934

The 9t TIF took place from September 9 to October 1, 1934. In 1934, the TIF started "road
shows" to promote the Greek economy, and in collaboration with the Thessaloniki Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, a traveling exhibition was organized in Yugoslavia. The number of exhibitors
reached 4,181 (563 from abroad). Many industries were already participating in the TIF, while
commercial activity in the city exceeded 200 million drachmas! It became clear that the TIF needed to
be moved to a larger space. The General Director of TIF, N. Germanos, immediately started actions
towards the government to grant a new larger space for relocation. However, the competition between
the capital and Thessaloniki was strong. A competing exhibition was organized at the Zirinio
Gymnasium in Kifisia, featuring Greek products.

Printed matter posted from THESSALONIKI 18.9.1934 to ATHENS. It bears a commemorative stamp of the 9"
AIEONHE EKOEELIZ ©ELLAAONIKHE * 9-30 EEIITEMBPIOY 1934 (9t TIF * 9-30 September 1934) [the official
duration of the fair was from September 9 to October 1, 1934]. The envelope was sent by the "Corps of Greek
Scouts - Thessaloniki Region". The headquarters of the corps was housed in a building located on the right side
of the then entrance to the TIF. This building remains intact to this day in the same position. It is still the
headquarters of the Thessaloniki Scouts.

Postal Rate 80 Lepta for printed matter up to 50 gr to inland.
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Vignettes of the 9t TIF
They were printed in two languages: Greek & French
Depicted is Saint Demetrius, the patron saint of the city, on horseback.

Opening of the
9th TIF
Publisher: "G.
Lykidis,

- - —— Thessaloniki",

Thessaloniki
International Fair
The pavilions of "G.
Lezen Perfumery",
"Achaia Distillery" &
"Alatini Tileworks".

Thessaloniki”.

——-

Publisher: “G. Lykidis | | m m- SEZIAAONIKH FOIRE INTERNATIONALE -"nm ]
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Fragment from cover with black commemorative stamp
9H AIEONHE
EKOEZIL OELZAAONIKHE * 9-30 EENITEMBPIOY 1934
(9th TIF * 9-30 September 1934)

photocopy

Cover posted from THESSALONIKI 16.9.1934 to GALATA 17.9.1934 Turkey. It bears a blue commemorative
stamp 9% AIE@NHE EKOEZLIE OELLAAONIKHE * 9-30 EENITEMBPIOY 1934 (9th TIF * 9-30 September 1934).
Postal rate 6 Drs for 1st weight cover to Turkey (Inter-Balkan postal rate).




10" Thessaloniki International Fair 1935

The 10tt TIF took place from September 8 to 30, 1935. The number of exhibitors reached 5,090 (810 from
abroad). It was the first fair held without its founder, as Nikolaos Germanos had passed away in January of that
same year. A few hours before he died, he had secured new spaces from the government for the expansion of the
TIF. In his telegram, he wrote: "The matter is finished today. Tomorrow I receive documents in my hands. I
depart Sunday. Germanos." The 10th TIF would count more than 300,000 visitors.
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5 ; i Thessaloniki, 7 February 1935
Apvd.TlpwT «410. ~ Sir,
s i IO ettt o e o It is with deep sorrow that we inform you of the passing of the Gen-

eral Director of the Thessaloniki International Fair, Nikolaos K.
Germanos, which occurred in Athens on January 19th, and whose
funeral took place the following day in Thessaloniki.

The late General Director was the visionary behind the idea of establish-
ing an International Fair in Thessaloniki and one of the principal contrib-
utors to its realization, progress, and development, having worked for a
decade in support of this institution.

Please accept our assurances of our highest esteem,

The President, A. Gr. Tsitsis.
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Nikolaos Germanos was born in Vavdos, Chalkidiki, in 1864 and studied Zoology in Athens and Germany, specializing in
marine animals. From 1906 to 1915, he served as a lecturer and curator at the Physiographic Museum of the University of
Athens, creating Greece's first zoo and aquarium. After the liberation of Macedonia, he returned to Thessaloniki and was
elected a Member of Parliament in 1915 and again in 1920. He was the mastermind and the most significant driving force
behind the movement to establish the TIF in 1925, successfully obtaining the permit for the institution through his memos
and actions. He remained the General Director of the TIF until his death on January 19, 1935.
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Fragment from airmail cover posted from THESSALONIKI to
ATHENS. It bears a vignette of the 10t TIF in French and a
commemorative stamp of the 10 Fair with the inscription
AIEONHE EKOEZIZ OELZAAONIKHE (TIF).
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Vignettes of the 10t TIF. They were printed in two languages: Greek & French
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Depicted is Saint Demetrius, the patron saint of the city, on horseback.
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Cover posted from THESSALONIKI 28.9.1935 to ATHINAI 30.9.1935. It bears a vignette of the 10* TIF & a
commemeorative stamp of the 10t Fair with the inscription AIEGNHE EKOEZIE OEEEAAONIKHE (TIF).
Postal Rate 3,20 Drs: 3 Drs for 1st weight cover and 20 L in support of the TIF to inland.
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Cover posted from THESSALONIKI 9.9.1935 to MYTILENE 11.9.1935. It bears a vignette of
the 10* Thessaloniki International Fair in Greek and the 20 lepta special postage stamp in

support of the Fair.
Postal Rate 3,20 Drs: 3 Drs for 15t weight cover and 20 L in support of the TIF to inland.




The 11tt TIF took place from September 6 to 27, 1937. The number of exhibitors increased tenfold
compared to the 1st TIF in 1926, where there were 600, reaching 6,246 (843 from abroad). For the
first time, the exhibition was inaugurated by Crown Prince Paul, accompanied by the recently
declared dictator Ioannis Metaxas.
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Inauguration of the 11th TIF — Published: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"
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Inauguration of the 11t TIF - On the right in the car is Crown Prince Paul
Published: “G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki”.
Posted from THESSALONIKI 16.9.1936 to Port Said Egypt.
Postal Rate 5 Drs for postcard to Egypt.




11tk TIF: View of the
Main Entrance
Published by: "DELTA,

Athens — Phil. Philippas
| Store, Thessaloniki"
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12t2 TIF: The pavilion of
"Hellenic Fabrics Lanaras
Kyrtsi" & the state parti-
cipation of Bulgaria.
Published: “G. Lykidis,
Thessaloniki®.
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Vignettes of the 11tk TIF. They were printed in two languages: Greek and French
The Greek-language vignettes are also available in decalque. They depict a woman in
Macedonian traditional dress with the White Tower in the background.
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12 Thessaloniki International Fair 1937

The 12t TIF was held from September 5 to 26, 1937. The number of exhibitors doubled compared
to the previous year, reaching 11,324 (888 of whom were from abroad). The exhibition area covered

16,000 square meters.

12"

AIEONHE EKOEXIE : DE

OEIIAAONIKHE ¥ THESSALONIK

5-26 LENTEMBPIOY 1937 5-26 SEPTEMBRE 1057

The vignettes for the 12th TIF were printed by
GREKA in two languages: Greek and French
They depict the White Tower and "Kerdoos Hermes",
the god of commerce.
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Wrapper with cancel ROYAUME DE GRECE - FOIRE INTERNATIO-
NALE DE THESSALONIKI. Posted from THESSALONIKI 13.8.1937
with cancel TIPOLZTAZIA EONIKOY NOMIZMATOZL - @EZZAAONIKH (Ex-
change Controle — Thessaloniki) to Geneve Switzerland.

Postal Rate 3,20 Drs for wrapper 51-100 gr to Switzerland.




12tk Thessaloniki International Fair 1937

12t TIF - From left to right, the pavilions include: the Church Construction
Company "Oikos Papageorgiou of Volos", Swiss watchmaking "ZENITH", "National
Rubber Industry ETHEL", "P. Zampias, Sock Warehouse" and others.

Published: “G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki”.

Posted from THESSALONIKI .1937 with a Foreign Exchange Control stamp
YIIHPEZIA TTPOZTAZIAZ ZYNAAATMATOZ — ®EZ/NIKH "Service for the Ptotection of
Exchange — Thessaloniki) was sent to Germany.

Postal rate S Drs for postcard to Germany.

Cover posted from FRANKFORT 24.8.1937 USA to ATHINAI 7.9.1937. It bears a continuous ma-
chine cancel stamp with a slogan XII AIEONHE EK@EZLIZ @EEEAAONIKHE 5-26 ZENITEMBPIOY
1937 - XII FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE THESSALONIKI 5-26 SEPTEMBRE 1937.




12tk Thessaloniki International Fair 1937

Inside the envelope is a letter

from the Monthly Philatelic “OlA ITT “

Journal “©IAOTEAIZTHE (Phi- IAGTEAIL Hz" PHILGTEUST"
latelist), published by the MHNIAION TPAMMATOZHMOAOr KON MONTHLY PHILATELIC
Philatelic Society "HERMES" TTEPIOAIKON MAGAZIN

of the YMCA Thessaloniki,

addressed to a collector in the : ; a :
USA Zvikoyov “Eppng,, zijs XAN.

OEZZAAONIKHE

"Exdiderar vad tod Bilotelinod Publised by the Stamp Club

‘‘Hermes,, of the Y, M, C. A.

SALONIKI (GREECE)
The letter reads: 2 i ey -

Oeogoaldovirn 9 Zemr. 1937
Ayamnié @ile,

H emotodny oov w¢ 13ng Av-
youotou mou aneubuvlnke otov Ie-
viko I'pappatéa pag k. H. Advota
napabobnke oty Afoxn Ipapua-
TOONU@V [Hag Kal 1pa eLacte omu
guxdplotr) Bgon va oou otetloupe Dear Friend,
UEPIKA amd Ta VEOTEPA YPAUUATO-
Tpa pag: _ Your letter of August 13th addressed
Me extipnon, N.B. Zapouxag to our Generasl Secretary Mr. H.Lansdale was

Thessaloniki 9th 3ept.37

turned over to our Stamp Club and we are now
pleased in sending you some of our newest
stamps.
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Cover posted from THESSALONIKI 9.9.1937 with Exchange Control stamp YITHPE-
LIA TIPOZTAZIAEZ EG®NIKOY NOMIZMATOZ - ®EL/NIKHI to Springfield USA. It
bears a rectangular stamp 12 AIEONHZ EKOEZLIZ OEL/NIKHI 5-26 EZEIITEM-
BPIOY 1937 - 12 FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE THESSALONIKI 5-26 SEPTEM-
BRE 1937.

Postal Rate 9 Drs: 8 Dr for 1st weight cover and 1 Dr for Social Welfare to USA.




13" Thessaloniki International Fair 1938

The 13th TIF operated from September 11 to October 2, 1938. There were 10,310 exhibitors (1,043
from abroad, which was the largest participation during the pre-war period). The exhibition covered an
area of 17,000 square meters. That year saw the highest number of official state participations,
reaching eight. The TIF also experienced the rapid rise of Hitler, with the swastika flag flying among

others at the gates.
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Cover posted from  ATHINAI
9.9.1938 to AEGINA 10.9.1938. It
bears a continuous machine cancel
stamp with a slogan XIII AIEGNHEI
EKOELIL OELLAAONIKHE 11 EE-
IIT/0Y - 2 OKT/OY 1938 - XIII
FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE
THESSALONIKI 11 SEPT - 2 OCT
1938

Postal Rate 3.50 Drs: 3 Dr for Is
weight cover and 50 [ for Social Wel-

it

fare to inland.

Postal card posted
from KALAMAI 9.9.
1938 to ATHINAI 9.9.
1938. It bears a con-
tinuous machine can-
cel stamp with a slo-
gan XIII AIE©NHEZ
EKOELIE OELLAAO-
NIKHE 11 EZEINT/OY -
2 OKT/OY 1938 -
XIII FOIRE INTER-
NATIONALE DE
THESSALONIKI 11
SEPT - 2 OCT 1938.

Postal Rate 2.10 Drs:
2 Dr for postal card &
10 L for Social Welfare

:{31 !&9‘ ; ;J.‘

o

-

"8Gl 13X 0 | “rlodla, rsog

to inland.




Vignettes of the 13th TIF. They were printed in two languages: Greek and French
The vignettes depict the White Tower and Saint Demetrios, the patron saint of the city, on horseback.
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Printed matter posted from ATHINAI 12.8.1938 with Vignettes of 13t TIF
to ATHINAI 13.8.1938.

Postal Rate 2.50 Drs: 2 Dr for printed matter up to 50 gr and 50 L for Social Welfare into town.

THAETPAGHMATA : DOAPINT—OEEZ)NIKH # TELEGRAMMES: FOIRINT—sALONIQUE

BAZIAEION THXZ EAAAAOZ

AIEGNHEZ EKOEXIX OEXXZAAONIKHZ
FOIRE INTERNATIONALE DE SALONIQUE

Lin ey (nk T B e

NO A RAPPELER ........ ... /5’42’ r’; ; / fﬁ'/r?ﬁéuuwlb/ ,,_19357
41 j {72 <€

TMHMA: .
SECTION

..............................

Official TIF Letterhead. THESSALONIKI 1.2.1938.




13th Thessaloniki International Fair 1938

; T

Cover posted from
THESSALONIKI
29.7.1938 with
vignettes of 13t TIF
& with Exchange
Control stamp Y-
I[THPEZIA TIPOZTA-
ZIAZ E®NIKOY
NOMIZEMATOLZ -
OEZ/NIKHZ to
FRANKFURT Ger-
many.

Postal Rate 9 Drs:
8 Dr for 1st weight
cover and 1 Dr for
Social Welfare to
Germany.

Cover posted from TRIPOLIS 30.9.
1938 to ATHINAI 30.9.1938. It bears a
continuous machine cancel stamp with a
slogan XIII AIE©ONHE EKGEELIE OEE-
EAAONIKHE 11 ZEMNT/OY - 2 OKT/
OY 1938 - XIII FOIRE INTERNATIO-
NALE DE THESSALONIKI 11 SEPT - 2
OCT 1938.

Postal Rate 3.50 Drs: 3 Dr for 1st weight
cover and 50 | for Social Welfare to in-
land.

Firma




13tk Thessaloniki International Fair 1938

"Exhibitor Pass" of the 13tt TIF

It has the inscription XIII AIEONHE EKOEZIZ ©ELLAAONIKHE (13t TIF). It was strictly personal and
provided the holder with permanent free admission to the Fair as well as discounts on airfares, train tickets,
and ferry lines. It bears the holder's photograph, canceled with the oval seal of the TIF. It also bears the
signature of the General Director of the Fair, Ach. Kalevra.

On the front, there is a special 5 Drachmas Revenue Stamp of the 13th TIF




13th Thessaloniki International Fair 1938

Honorary "Visitor's Pass" of the 13tk TIF

It has the inscription XIII AIEONHE EKOEZIZ ©OEZZAAONIKHE (13 TIF). It was strictly personal and provided
the holder with permanent free admission to the Fair as well as discounts on airfares, train tickets, and ferry
lines. At the bottom left, it bears the signature of the General Director of the Fair, Ach. Kalevra.




13tk Thessaloniki International Fair 1938

CLIEONRT EXBESID
QEEEANONIKHE

AMNMONEMHOENTA EMNAGAA

KPHEIMA EPTAAEIA
METAANNILN
AINAOMATA

elg tovg Boafevlévias magaywyois
tndérog tdv Ilsountépmv
"Edvixfc [Hagaywyhg

RaTE TAV

3" ATEQNH EKQELIN
BEXIARONIKHL

1938

‘Exwonepdite v

AIE®ONH
EKGOEXIN
OEX>XAAONIKHX

B& yvmolonte

TON ITAOYTON TON ITPOT'ONTON
THX EONIKHE MAS ITAPATQIHE

Kal 8 davpdonre

TAZ IIPOOAOYZE AI OIIOIAI
EITETEYXOHZAN EIZ OAOYE TOYE
KAAAOYE TAYTHZ

IToAhol edxohlon
glg t0Vc BmionénTag

Meyddlar "Exatdoeic
el tovg Natvlovg

photocopy

List of Awards, Medals, and Diplomas
Awarded at the 13tk TIF of 1938.



14" Thessaloniki International Fair 1939

The 14t TIF operated from September 24 to October 15, 1939. There were 10,020 exhibitors (790
from abroad). This was the last fair held at the Pedion tou Areos. Meanwhile, the construction of the
new facilities was progressing as planned. Germany had already invaded Poland on September 1,
and Mussolini's troops had landed in Albania during Easter. World War II had already begun.

Vignettes of the 142 TIF - Printed in two languages: Greek and French
They depict a woman in traditional Macedonian attire
with the White Tower in the background.

Vo g Ti0lS

A bivoF
e

Cover with postmark from the post office operating within the fair during its run: ©EE-
ZAAONIKH - AIEONHE EKOEELIEZ 7.X.39 (Thessaloniki — International Fair), via
THESSALONIKI 7.10.1939 to ATHINAL

Postal Rate 3.70 Drs: 3 Dr for 15t weight cover, 50 L for Social Welfare and 20 L for TIF.




14th Thessaloniki International Fair 1939

| 3 |
L J9—AIEONHI EK@EEIZ — @EIZAAONIKH ATIGNALS —~8& . f‘,
-

14th TIF: The left side of the "Avenue of Nations" - View from the main entrance
Private pavilions visible: "Greek Wool Industry S.A.", construction company for
churches "House of Papageorgiou Volos", Swiss watchmaker "ZENITH", "National
Rubber Industry ETHEL", "P. Zampias, Sock Warehouse" etc.

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"

Cover with postmark from the post office operating within the fair during its run:
OELLAAONIKH - AIEONHE EKOEZIZ 1.X.39 (Thessaloniki - International Fair)




14th Thessaloniki International Fair 1939
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Cover posted
from  ATHINAI
13.10.1939 to
NEW YORK USA.
It bears a contin-
uous machine
cancel stamp
with a slogan

o e e

Carnegie Endowacat for International Peace,

405, West 117tk street,

XIV  AIE©ONHE
EKOELIE ©OEEL-
ZAAONIKHE 24
LEINT/0Y - 15
OKT/OY 39 -
XIV FOIRE IN-
TERNATINALE
DE THESSALO-

Cover posted from
AGRINION 16.10.
1939 to ATHINAI
16.10.39. It bears
a continuous ma-
chine cancel stamp
with a slogan XIV
AIEGNHE EKOE-
LIZ O©ELIAAONI-
KHE 24 EEIIT/OY
- 15 OKT/OY 39 -
XIV FOIRE ITER-
NATIONALE DE
THESSALONIKI
24 SEPT - 15 OCT
1939.

Postal Rate 3,50
Drs: 3 Dr for 1Ist
weight cover & 50
L for Social Welfare
to inland.

NEW YORK NIKI 24 SEPT -
~ 15 OCT 1939.
UsS. A, Postal Rare 9
Drs: 8 Dr for 1st
weight cover and
1 Dr for Social
Welfare to USA.
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14th Thessaloniki International Fair 1939

phatoco

Honorary "Visitor's Pass" of the 14tt TIF

It has the inscription XIV AIE@NHE EKOELIL ©@EELLAAONIKHE (14th TIF). It was strictly
personal and provided the holder with permanent free admission to the Fair as well as
discounts on airfares, train tickets, and ferry lines. The bottom left bears the signature of the
General Director of the Fair, Ach. Kalevra.




15* Thessaloniki International Fair 1940

The relocation of the Fair to its new premises (the same location it occupies today) took place with the
opening of the 15t TIF, which ran from September 22 to October 22, 1940. This was the last fair before the
war and the first in the new facilities. The exhibitors numbered 9,529 (only 320 from abroad due to the wartime
situation). Six days after the event ended, Greece entered the war. Many exhibitors didn't even have time
to retrieve their belongings from the pavilions, which were left unguarded and looted by the city's
residents.

The 15tk TIF at its
new facilities
The pavilions of "V.
Karavasilis Tobacco
- Industry", "Lanaras Wool
4 ﬁ Industry," and the
- o Turkish pavilion.

AIEGNHI EKGEI!L - OEIZAAONIKH ! FOIRE INTERNATIONALE — SALONIQUE Publisher: "G Lykidis
> ; A

Thessaloniki”

Due to the war climate, no endless stamps were made for the 15t TIF. During the 1940 fair, the same endless
stamp from 1939 was used by the Athens Post Office.

Cover posted  from
DRAMA 3.7.1940 via
ATHINAI 5.7.1940 to
ATHINAI MAKRIGIANNI
6.7.40. It bears a con-
tinuous macihine ca-
ncel stamp with a slo-
gan XIV AIE©ONHE
EKOEZLIZ ©OELZAAO-
NIKHE 24 ZEIIT/OY -
15 OKT/ OY 1939 -
XIV FOIRE INTERNA- : .
. e o pvf Fu B I 2ok i
SALONIKI 24 SEPT - ‘ ; [ 7L o
15 OCT 1939. ;

Postal Rate 3.50 Drs: .
3 Dr for 15t weight cover
and 50L for Social Wel-
fare to inland. —_— -




15tk Thessaloniki International Fair 1940 - ...the end of the 1st period

With the 15t Fair in 1940, the first period of the TIF, which began in 1926, came to an end. On
April 9, 1941, the German occupation of the city began. On April 11, German troops occupied
the new pavilions of the Fair. During the occupation, the Germans used the pavilions as
warehouses, and before leaving Thessaloniki on October 30, 1944, they blew up the TIF
buildings. The Fair remained closed for ten whole years. The next, 16t TIF, was organized in
1951 after the end of the civil war.

AIEONHI EXOEXIX OEXIAAONIKHE FOIRE INTERNATIONALE - SALONIQUE

The pavilions of the new TIF facilities were used only during the 15th TIF
in 1940. With the entry of German troops into the city, the Fair's facilities
were used as warehouses for the occupying forces' military equipment.

Publisher: "G. Lykidis, Thessaloniki"

Pin ol il Londe

The photocard has a handwritten note on the back by a German soldier:
"l want to go here today, Sunday 9.8.41, to see these... Konrand"




The Special Stamp issue for the Thessaloniki International Fair

On September 22, 1934, a special 20-lepta postage stamp in support of the Thessaloniki
International Fair was issued in Thessaloniki. This stamp was mandatory in addition to the regular
postage fee for all letters, postcards, and parcels sent from Thessaloniki to destinations within Greece.
This stamp was issued under Special Law No. 6195/2.7.34, which was published in Government
Gazette No. 210 (Issue A') on July 5, 1934. According to the law, the 20-lepton stamp was printed at
K.A. Kontogonis Lithographic Workshop in Athens using the lithographic method. A total of
20,000,000 copies were printed in sheets of 50 and 200 stamps. The stamp featured an image of Saint
Demetrius, the patron saint of Thessaloniki, depicted on horseback wielding a spear. The stamp was
printed in reddish-brown ink on white or pale yellow paper, with a perforation of 11%.

This special stamp was produced at the expense of the Thessaloniki Fair Committee and was delivered
to the Stamp Administrator of the Thessaloniki Post Office, who then supplied it to the city's post
offices. The revenue from the sale of this stamp was handed over to the Thessaloniki International Fair
Committee.

Postal items from Thessaloniki post offices that did not bear this additional 20-lepton stamp in
support of the Thessaloniki International Fair, in addition to the regular postage fees, were considered
underpaid. The recipient was required to pay double the missing additional fee, which was collected
using numbered postage stamps.

The special 20-lepton stamp in support of the Thessaloniki International Fair remained in use
until August 31, 1942. However, the operation of the fair had already been suspended due to the
German occupation of the city...
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The Special Stamp issue for the Thessaloniki International Fair

Cover posted from THESSALONIKI
31.10.1938 to VOLOS 1.11.1938.
Postal Rate 3.40 Drs.: 3 Dr for 1st wei-

Cover posted
from THESSA-
LONIKI 20.9.
1938 to ATHINAI
NEA FILADEL-
PHIA 21.9.1938.
It bears a contin-
uous machine
cancel stamp
with a slogan
XIII AIEGNHE
EKO©OEZIIE ©EZI-
LAAONIKHE 11
ZEIT/OY - 2
OKT/OY 1938 -
XIII FOIRE IN-
TERNATIONALE
DE THESSALO-
NIKI 11 SEPT -
2 OCT 1938.

Postal Rate 3.40
Drs: 3 Dr for 1st
weight cover, 20
L for Social Wel-
fare and 20 L for
TIF to inland.

ght cover, 20 L for Social Welfare and
20 L for TIF to inland.
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The Special Stamp issue for the Thessaloniki International Fair

Cover posted from
THESSALONIKI
11.9.1940 to FLO-
RINA 12.9.1940.
Postal Rate 3.70
Drs: 3 Dr for 1t
weight cover, 50 L
for Social Welfare &
20L for TIF to in-
land.

Cover postsd fmm
THESSALONIKI
24.4.1940 to VO-
LOS 25.4.1940.
Postal Rate 4.20
Drs: 3 Dr for I¢
weight cover, 50 L
for Social Welfare
cial Welfare sta-
mp had been
withdrawn), 50 L
Anti-Tuberculosis
Fund (due to the
Easter period) &
20 Lfor TIF to in-
land.
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The Special Stamp issue for the Thessaloniki International Fair
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Cover  posted
from THESSA-
LONIKI 25.9.
1940 to LOU-
TRA AEDIP-
SOU 27.9.40.
Postal  Rate
3.70 Drs: 3 Dr
for 1st weight
cover, 50 L for
Social Welfare
& 20L for TIF to
- | inland.

Airmail cover pos-
ted from THESSA-
LONIKI 14.71941
to ATHINAI 16.7.
1941.

Postal Rate 5.70
Drs.: 3 Dr for It
weight cover, 2 Dr
for airmail, 50 L
for Social Welfare
and 20 L for TIF.
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The Special Stamp issue for the Thessaloniki International Fair
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Registered airmail
cover posted from
THESSALONIKI
REGISTERED 11.
2.1942 to ATHI-
NAI 21.2.1942.
Postal Rate 24.20
Drs.: 10 Dr for 2nd
weight cover, 4 Dr
for airmail, 10 Dr
for registered and
20 L for TIF.

Cover posted from
THESSALONIKI
27.4.1942 to Ath-
ens.

Postal Rate 9.20
Drs.: 7 Dr for Ist &
weight cover, 2 Dr .
for airmail and 20

L for TIF. .




