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H oe1pd ypapparoonpov
s levikns Aioiknons
Hneipou pe tnv emonpav-

on «['OPI'OIIOTAMOY.
25-11-1942»

H nepinrétela tou oxediaopon,
s KukAo@popias kai
NS VOHIp0IIoinons s

(IoGAios 1944 — Mdaios 1945)

am6 Tov HAia TeHTTéAN

Eicaywyn

Tov loUAIO TOU 1944, €TpOKEITO VA KU-
khogoprioouv  10.000 ocipég TEOTAPWY
YPAPPaTOO WY Tou EBVIKOU AnuokpatikoU
EAAnvikoU Zuvdéouou (EAEZ) yia va TiunBei
n OelTePN E€TTETEIOG OTIO TNV EPPAVION TWV
EBvikwv Opddwv EAAAvwv Avrtaptwv (EO-
EA) otnv EAeuBepn Opeivr) EAAGSa uTrd Tov
NatroAéovta ZépBa. Mapaddiwg, autng TNG
oeIpAg €ival yWwoTéG POVO U0 XAPIOTIKEG
oppayioeig. Tov NoéuBpio Tou idlou €Toug,
Opwg, a1o Kevtpikd Taxudpopeio Twv lwavvi-
VWV XPNOIYMOTIOIMONKAV YE TTIO TTEPITTETEION
TPOTTO Kal yia pia pévo nuépa 720-750 ocipég
AUTWYV TWV YPANHPATOOT MWV, OTTO PIKPOTEPO
OUVOAIKO TIPAZ 2.000 oeipwv PE €IBIKA ETTION-
pavon kai véeg agiec?, yia va TiunOsi Aéov n

LN N OXeTIKA @INoTeEAIKN BiBAoypagia, BA.

evOoelIkTIKG, T. MTToUpag, «Or avetrionueg ekdo-
O€Ig TwV JIaPOPWYV AVTAPTIKWY OPAdWYV TNG TTE-
pi6dou 1944-45%, SUAékTng, ap. 72-74, 1981,
oeh. 129-130, 171-173, 223-225- Kwotag Av-
OdpouNIdakng, H tnAsorrrikn extrout) «PiAore-
Aik6 1érapron, ®idoteAikry PihoAoyia, ap. 10,
ABriva 1987, oeA. 155-162 [Oéua eKTTOUTIAG

The set of stamps

of the General Adminis-
tration of Epirus

with the overprint

“GORGOPOTAMOS
25-11-1942”

Its adventurous drawing,
circulation and legalization

(July 1944 - May 1945)

by Elias Tempelis

Introduction

In July 1944, 10,000 sets of four stamps
of the National Republican Greek League
(EDES) were to be issued to commemorate
the second anniversary of the appearance
of the National Groups of Greek Guerrillas
(EOEA) in the Free Mountainous Greece
under Napoleon Zervas. Surprisingly, only
two cancellations upon request of this set
are known. In November of the same year,
however, the Central Post Office of loannina
used in a more adventurous way and for one
day only 720-750 sets of these stamps, from
a smaller total of 2,000 sets with a special
overprint and new values', to commemorate
the second anniversary of the Harling Mis-
sion. In this context, officers and non-com-

T From the relevant philatelic literature, see

indicatively, T. Bouras, “The unofficial issues
of the various guerilla groups of the period
1944-45”, Syllektis, Nos. 72-74, 1981, pp. 129-
130, 171-173, 223-225; Kostas Androulidakis,
The television broadcast “Philatelic quarter”,
Philatelic Literature, No. 10, Athens 1987, pp.
155-162 [Subject of a broadcast scheduled for
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0eUTEPN ETTETEIOG TNG ATTOOTOANG Harling, oto
TAQiolo TG oTroiag, agiwPaTIKOi Kal uTragiw-
paTikoi atrd TN Bpetavia, Tn N€a ZnAavdia,
TNV Ivdia kai Tnv EAAGSa eixav avaAdBer Tnv
€TTIXEIpPNON TNG avativagng Tng a1dnpodpoui-
KNG yépupag oTov Mopyotrétapo tng GOIwTI-
da¢ oTIg 25.11.1942, oe ouvepyaoia e TNV
evwpévn EBvIKA Avtiotaon?2. e autd To dp-
Bpo emixelpeiTal va KATadeIXOoUV ETTIAEKTIKA
opIouéva yeyovoTa, TTou Pe BeBaidTnTa A Je-
y&An moavéTtnTa £Aapav xwpa ag ABrva kai
Hreipo (AepBigiava kai lwdvviva), wg TTpog
TOV ETIHEANPEVO OXEDIAOUO Kal EKTUTTWON
TNG OPXIKNG OEIPAG Kal TNV KUKAOQopia TnG
ME EMONPAVON, O€ EQAPPOYH TWV BECUIKWY
d1adIKaoIWV TnG £TToXNG oTnV Hrreipo. ‘ETol,
pe Baon kal TNV uttdpyxouca OeuTepeUoUTa
BiBAIoypagia, TTapoucidlovial Ol POKETEG
TWV aPXIKWY YPOUUATOOUWY, VTOKOUUEVTA
Kal TTAnpo@opieg ammd TTNyEG NG €TTOXNAG,
OTTwG n oxeTikA diarayn Tou ZépBa, ol TTepI-
ypa®ég Tou Alovuoiou MTTEVETATOU, TO ONUEI-
WHATAPIO0, TO PIAOTEAIKO UAIKO Kal Ta KEIUAAI

TIPOYPOUMOTIOPEVNG I TOV AgkEUPPIO TOU
1981: «Ta ypappatéonua Kai n TaxXudpOMIKA
10Topia TNG EBvIKAG AvtioTdoewg (1941-45)»]-
KwoTtag Xaldmng, Ta avrdprika ypauuaroon-
pa, ®ihoteAikry BiBAIoBAKN, ap. 58, EAAnVIKA
®idoTehiky  ETaipeia, ABAva 2008 Kwotag
AvdpouNiddkng, H raxudpouikn i1oTopia kar Ta
ypauuaréonua tng E6vikng Avriotaong, ABR-
va 2015 www.epiruspost.gr, 22.2.2016: «Ta
ypauparéonua Tou opyotrotduou TTou Bew-
pouvTav avUTTapKTa... H OuykAOVIOTIKA 10TOpIia
TTOU OTTOKOAUTITOUVY.

A6 TNV ekTEVR I0TOPIKA BIBAIOypagia, BA. ev-
OeIKTIKG, [Tpoowrikd apxeio Apxnyolu EAES
21parnyou  NamoAéovro¢ ZépBa (mepiodou
1942-1944) mapaxwpn6év utmd Tou MoAguikou
Mouaoteiou, €kd. Bepyiva, ABriva 2023 ©fung
Mapivog, ArmooroAn) Harling - 1942 (H emixeipn-
on lNopyorrorduou), Etaipia MeAétng EAANVIKAG
loTopiag, €kd. Matralnon, Abrva 1994 Mwp-
yog Xavdpivég, «75 xpovia [opyotrdTapog:
210NPOSPONIKEG TITUXEG MIAG IOTOPIKAG QVOTiVa-
&ng», 216nporpoxid, Teux. 51, Aekéuppiog 2017,
oel. 16-29- Kardhoyog Tng ékBeong «EBvIKO
>upBouAio: H BouAly Tng EAeUBepng EANGDOG.
Mdaiog 1944», BifAioBrkn Tng BouAng twv EA-
AMjvwyv, ABriva 2023.

missioned officers from Britain, New Zea-
land, India and Greece had undertaken the
operation of blowing up the railway bridge at
Gorgopotamos in Phthiotis on 25.11.1942,
in cooperation with the united National Re-
sistance?. This article attempts to selectively
present certain events, which with certainty
or high probability took place in Athens and
Epirus (Derviziana and loannina), with refer-
ence to the careful design and printing of the
initial set and its circulation with an overprint
in application of the institutional procedures
of the time in Epirus. Thus, based on the ex-
isting secondary literature, a presentation of
the clichés of the initial stamps, documents
and information from sources of the period
follows, such as the relevant order of Zervas,
the descriptions of Dionysios Benetatos, as
well as the notebook, the philatelic material
and the relics of Spyros Govelas, together
with the conclusion of the formal investiga-
tion, which was conducted by Kanaris Kon-
stantinis in 1945 to check the legality of the
whole procedure.

December 1981: “The stamps and the postal
history of the National Resistance (1941-
45)"]; Kostas Chazapis, The Guerrilla stamps,
Philatelic Library, No. 58, Greek Philatelic
Society, Athens 2008; Kostas Androulidakis,
The Postal History and the Stamps of National
Resistance, Athens 2015; www.epiruspost.gr,
22.2.2016: “The Gorgopotamos stamps that
were considered non-existent... The shocking
story they reveal”.

From the relevant extensive historical litera-
ture, see indicatively, Personal Archive of the
Leader of EDES General Napoleon Zervas
(period 1942-1944) provided by the War Mu-
seum, Vergina editions, Athens 2023; Themis
Marinos, Harling Mission - 1942 (The Gorgo-
potamos Operation), Society for the Study of
Greek History, Papazissis editions, Athens
1994; Giorgos Chandrinos, “75 years of Gorgo-
potamos: Railway aspects of a historic blast”,
Siderotrochia, Issue 51, December 2017, pp.
16-29; Catalogue of the Exhibition “National
Council: The Parliament of Free Greece. May
1944”, Library of the Greek Parliament, Athens
2023.
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TOoU ZTUpou kéBeAa, aAAd kal To TTOPICHA
NG 'Evopkng AloiknTikrg E&étaong, n omoia
01e€nx6n amd Tov Kavapn Kwvaotavtivn 10
1945 yia Tov €Aeyxo vopIoTNTAG TNG OANG
dladikaaoiag.

O oxedlaouo6g Kal Ol XaPIOTIKEG T@payi-
O€IG TNG OPXIKAG O€Ipdg yia Tn deUTePn
eméreio Twv EOEA (loUAiog 1944)

Eival yvwoTto o1 péxpr Tig 11.7.1944 yia
TNV eKTUTTWON YPAUMaTOCAUWY Tou EAEX
EXPNOIMOTIOIEITO TO MUCTIKO TUTTOYPOQEIO
NG «Opydvwaong Ke@aAAvwy ZuvexioTwv»
otnv ABrva (0d6¢ Métwvog 2), étTou epyd-
Covtav TouAdyiaTov £EI TUTTOYPA@OI UTTO TOV
OUVTOVIOPO Tou Alovuoiou Mrrevetdrou. To
KOOTOG TNG EKTUTTWONG OAWV TWV YPAPPATO-
onuwyv Tou EAEZ kaAutrTéTav atrd 1o Taueio
Twv EOEA. Opwg, og auTtég TIg dIadIKaaieg
ONUEIVOVTOV KOBUOTEPNOEIG Kal TTapeEEn-
YAoeIg, Kabwg o idlog 0 ZépPRag ATav gyka-
TEOTNHEVOG O€ PeydAn ammdéoTaon, dnA. oTov
>1abuo Aloiknong Tou EAEZ ota Agpigiava
lwavvivwy, Kal OTIG OUVEVVONOEIG TOU TTO-
peuBarrovTav kal dAAoI cuvepydreg Tou. MNa-
VTWG, YEXPI TNV €I0B0AR Twv epuavwv oTo
TUTTOYPA®EIO €KEIVN TRV NUEPA Kal TIG ETTO-
KOAOUBNoOOEG CUANWEIG, KOTOOXEDEIG KOl
dlapTrayég, €ixe oAokAnpwOei o oxedlaouog
Kal egeANiIcooTav n ekTUTIWON TNG 8eUTEPNG
aKuKAO@OPNTNG O€Ipdg Tou EAEZ, Tng otroi-
ag €ival yvwaoTh yovo pia aia (Hellas R14)
aTré TIG GUVOAIKG TTEVTE EYKEKPIUEVEGS.

3 «Eig 1o Tumroypageiov NG Opyavwoewg Pag

KaTeEOKEUAOBNoav Ta KAIOE TwV YPAUMATOOH-
Hwyv Tou evikoU Apxnyeiou Twv E.O.E.A. kaBwg
Kal PEAN TNG Opyavwoewg Pag emmevonoav Kai
eCwypdicav Ta ox£dIa TwV eV AOYyw YpaPuaTO-
oAUWV. AUCTUXWG, OUWG, VW EEETUTTOUVTO TO
YPAUUOTOONHA QUTE, aveKaAU®On atrd Tnv ke-
oTdrro 10 TuTtoypageio pag, 0d6¢ MéTwvog ap.
2, kai ouveAn@Onoav 11 louAiou 1944 Téooapeg
TuTroypd@ol kai o Alovuoiog Mrrevetdrog. Eri-
ong, KaTeox€dn 1o UNIKOV Kal BInpTTdynoav Ta
OU0 pag ECTAPIA, KOBWG Kal GAAG unxavAuoTa
Kai epyaAeia» (EkBean Aiovuoiou M. MtreveTa-
Tou TTpog levikd EmiteAeio Zrpartol / B4 «[le-
pi avayvwpicewg Opyavwoewsg EowTePIKAG
AvtioTdoewg», 6.12.1952, https:/stratistoria.

The drawing and the cancellations upon
request of the initial set for the second
anniversary of the EOEA (July 1944)

It is known that until 11.7.1944, the secret
printing house of the “Organization of Cepha-
lonian Continuers” in Athens (2 Metonos str.)
was used for the printing of EDES stamps,
where at least six printers worked under the
coordination of Dionysios Benetatos. The
cost of printing all EDES stamps was cov-
ered by the EOEA Fund. However, there
were delays and misunderstandings in these
procedures, as Zervas himself was based at
a great distance, i.e. at the EDES Adminis-
tration Station in Derviziana of loannina, and
his communications were interfered with by
other collaborators. On that day, Germans in-
vaded the printing house and made arrests,
confiscations and thefts. By that time, the
drawing of the second uncirculated EDES
set had been completed and its printing was
in progress. Of this set, only one value (Hel-
las R14) is known out of a total of five ap-
proved3.

During the same period, until the begin-
ning of July 1944, the EDES set of stamps
for the second anniversary of the appear-
ance of the EOEA (Hellas R15-R18) was
also designed (fig. 1). Subsequently, on 7
July, Zervas in Derviziana issued Order No.
9791 (“On the issue of commemorative Lib-
eration Struggle stamps of the 2,000, 4,000,
6,000 and 8,000 drachmas values”), where

3 “In the Printing House of our Organization the

clichés of the stamps of the General Headquar-
ters of the EOEA were made and members
of our Organization made up and drew the
designs of these stamps. Unfortunately, how-
ever, while these stamps were being printed,
the Gestapo discovered our Printing House, 2
Metonos Street, and four printers and Dionysi-
os Benetatos were arrested on July 11, 1944.
Also, the material was confiscated and our two
printing presses, as well as other machines and
tools were stolen” (Dionysios P. Benetatos’ re-
port to Hellenic Army General Staff / B4 “On the
recognition of Organization of Internal Resist-
ance”, 6.12.1952, https://stratistoria.wordpress.
com/1944/12/30/19441230-oks/#more-5554).
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Tnv idla 1Tepiodo, péxpl TIG apxES louliou
Tou 1944, cixe oxedlaoBei kal N oeIpd ypau-
paToorwy Tou EAEZ yia Tn 8eUTepN ETTETEIO
amé Tnv gueavion Twv EOEA (Hellas R15-
R18, eik. 1). AkoAoUBwg, oTig 7 louAiou o
ZépPag amrd Ta AepBidiava gEdwaoe Tn diata-
yA utr apiB. 9791 («Mepi ekdOOEWG avapvn-
OTIKWVY Tou ATreAeuBepwTIKOU Aywvog pap-
MaTOON MWV TWV KAdoewv Apaxuwyv 2.000,
4.000, 6.000 kar 8.000»), TTePIypA@OVTOG
AVOAUTIKG TIG QVTIOTOIXEG TTAPACTACEIG TOUG
pe AiBoypagikry péBodo, oe 10.000 Tepdaxia
TO KaBéva kal Ye axedIadOPEVN NUEPOUNVIT
KukAogopiag oTig 23 louAiou (eik. 2). Autd
TO YpOUPaTOONUA, TTAVIWG, agoUu TuTTwen-
Kav, TTpowBndnkav ato Apxnyeio Tou Z£pRa,
610U Aiya o@payioBnkav XapIoTIKA, €iTe e
TNV TaxudpouIkn cepayida OEZMPQTIKON
| 23 IOYA. 1944, gite ye TN OPpayida Tou
Apxnyeiou. I’ autiv TN C€Ipd yPOUUATOGH-
Mwv dev gival yvwoTd oUuTe TO TToU, OUTE TO
ToTE AKPIBWG TUTTWONKE, OUTE 01 AdyOI yIa
TOUG OTTOIOUG BEV XPNOIPOTIOINBNKE OTTO TOV
loUAI0 Kkal €€AC yia kavovikr aAnAoypagia®.
©a ptTopoUaape JOVo va UTTOBETOUE OTI YIa
TNV EKTUTTWON TNG XPNOIMOTTOINONKE TO idI0
peyaAo abnvaiko TutToypageio.

X

IS

Eik. 1: MokéTeG TWV f>'-'-3
DR

ypoppatoonuwy (<] §
Hellas R15-R18 ‘gﬁ;s ¢
[6nuompacia 1. (@i
Bépyou, 24.11.2021, %"\‘!'"ﬁ

Aaxvog 467]. %

Fig. 1: Clichés of
the stamps Hellas
R15-R18 [P. Vergos’
auction, 24.11.2021,
lot 467].

wordpress.com/1944/12/30/19441230-
oks/#more-5554). MB. Aloviaiog MTreveTaTog,
To xpoviké tng Karoxng 1941-1944, ABARva
1963, oeA. 243-246- AvdpouNiddkng, H taxu-
OpouiKn IoTopId ..., oeh. 14-18.

4 AvaAuTikOTeEpa BA. AVSPOUNIBAKNG, O.17., OEA.
25-31.

he described in detail their respective pic-
tures with the use of lithographic method, in
10,000 pieces each and with a planned re-
lease date of 23 July (fig. 2). These stamps,
anyway, after being printed, were forwarded
to Zervas’ Headquarters, where a few were
cancelled upon request, either with the post-
mark THESPROTIKON / 23 JUL. 1944 or
with the Headquarters’ stamp. For this set of
stamps it is not known exactly where or when
it was printed, nor the reasons why it was not
used from July onwards for regular mail*. We
could only assume that the same large Athe-
nian printing house was used for its printing.

Cf. Dionysios Benetatos, The Chronicle of the
Occupation 1941-1944, Athens 1963, pp. 243-
246; Androulidakis, The Postal History..., pp.
14-18.

4 For more details see Androulidakis, op. cit., pp.
25-31.
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Eik. 2: Aiatayr) NatroAéovTa ZépBa yia Ta ypauuatoonua Hellas R15-R18 [ouAAoyn Tou ouyypagéal.
Fig. 2: Napoleon Zervas’ order about the stamps Hellas R15-R18 [author's collection].
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H kukAo@opia TnG eMIoNUACUEVNG CEIPAG
(lwavviva 25.11.1944) ka1 n vouigoTroinon
NG (7.5.1945)

Evdiapéowg, oTig 23.10.1944 opkioTnke
otnv ABrva n TPWTN KETAKATOXIKA KUBEp-
vnon uto Tov [ewpylo Mamavdpéou, evw
oTig 6 NogpuBpiou dnuoaietBnke o Nopog 14
(PEK 11, 1. A": «[epi dlopigpol AvTITTpoow-
Twv NG KuBepvAoews»). AuTOG ETTETPETTE
o¢e MevikoUg AloiknTéG, OTTWG O€ EKEIVOV TNG
Htreipou, Katd Tnv Kpion TOug va €TTOTITEU-
ouv, va KkaBodnyolv kal va OlaTdooouv
6A\oug Toug dnuodaoioug Asitoupyoug TNG TTEPI-
PEPEIAG TOUG, KAl EKEIVOI UTTOXPEWVOVTAV OF
ouppopewaon. EmmmAéov, aTig 11 NoepBpiou
ME TTPOTACN TOU =€VOQWVTA ZOAWTA £YIVE
VOUIOMATIKN JETappUBUIon, TTou éRale TEAOG
oTnv aTagliwpévn KaToyik dpaxun, BéTovTag
o€ 10XU TN Néa Apaxpun.

2€ OuvéXEld OAWV TWV avWTEPW, TTEPI
TIg 21.11.1944 n Tevikry Aloiknon Hrreipou
dpxlioe va OpopoAoyeEl TNV KUKAOQOpPIa TwV
YPOMMATOCH WY, TTOU €ixav TuTTwOEel otnv
ABriva yia Tn OelTepn eméteio Twv EOEA,
ME TPIYPAPMKN paupn 1 KOKKIVN €TTICAPAVON
«FTOPTOMNOTAMOZ 25-11-1942» kal Vvéeg
agieg 2, 4, 6 ka1 8 Néwv Apayuwv (Hellas
R35-R38), yia pia nuépa (25.11.1944) kai
povo ota lwavviva. Mo cuykekpipéva, oTIg
21 NoepBpiou Tepi TG 7 Y.J., 0 AlEUBUVTAG
OIKOVOUIKWY YTTNPECIWY Tou ApxnyEiou Twv
EOEA A. Metdong evnuépwoe Tov AleubBuvThi
Tou Taxudpopueiou lwavvivwv Op. Oikovopi-
on ot oTig 25 NoepBpiou Ba kKukAopopouoe
n €monuacuévn oeipd yia QIAAVOPWITIKO
okoTTo. lNa TNV eKTUTTWON TNG ETTICHPAVONG,
MAAAOV Aiyo vwpitepa, €ixe xpnoiuoTToinBei
oTa lwévviva 1o TUTToypa@Eio Tou Any. lwav-
Vvidn, o0 OTT0i0G PE ATTAr) TUTTOYPAQIKA Epyaacia
emreonpave 40 @UANa Twv 50 Tepayiwy, ATOI
2.000 ypappaTéonua, Ta oTroia Tou €ixe dw-
oel o lNerdong. Metd n TUTTOYPAPIKN TTAGKA
SIaAUBNKe®.

5 Xadamng, 6.1., oeA. 35-37 (: 'ExBeon K. Kwv-
aTavTivn yia 1o ypappatoonua  lwavvivwy,
7.5.1945).

The circulation of the overprinted set
(loannina 25.11.1944) and its legalization
(7.5.1945)

In the meantime, on 23.10.1944 the first
post-occupation government under Georgios
Papandreou was sworn in Athens, while Law
14 (Government Gazette 11/ A”: “On the ap-
pointment of Representatives of the Govern-
ment”) was issued on 6 November. This al-
lowed General Administrators, such as that of
Epirus, at their discretion, to supervise, direct
and order all public service officials in their
region, and they were obliged to comply. In
addition, on 11 November, at the proposal of
Xenophon Zolotas, a monetary reform abol-
ished the depreciated occupation drachma,
putting into effect the New Drachma.

Following all the above, around
21.11.1944, the General Administration
of Epirus started to plan the issuing of the
stamps, which had been printed in Athens for
the second anniversary of the EOEA, with a
three-line black or red overprint “GORGO-
POTAMOS 25-11-1942” and new values of
2, 4, 6 and 8 New Drachmas (Hellas R35-
R38), for one day (25.11.1944) and only in
loannina. More specifically, on 21 Novem-
ber at about 7 p.m. the Director of Financial
Services of the Headquarters of the EOEA
A. Petasis informed the Director of the loan-
nina Post Office Or. Economidis that on 25
November the overprinted set would be re-
leased for charity purposes. For the printing
of the overprint, probably a little earlier, the
printing house of Dim. loannidis had been
used in loannina. By means of simple print-
ing work, loannidis overprinted 40 sheets
with 50 stamps each, i.e. 2,000 stamps, giv-
en to him by Petasis. After that, the printing
plate was dismantled®.

A relevant announcement by the Direc-
tor of Financial Services of the Headquar-
ters of the EOEA (21.11.1944) for public

5 Chazapis, op. cit., pp. 35-37 (: Report by K.
Konstantinis on the loannina stamps, 7.5.1945).
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ZXETIKA avakoivwon Tou AlguBuvtr) Ol-
KOVOMIKWY YTTNPECIWV Tou ApxnyeEiou Twv
EOEA (21.11.1944) yia evnuépwaon Tou Kol-
vou dnpoaleldnke aTov TOTTIKO TUTTO OTIG 22
NoepBpiou. Tnv idia nuépa, o MpoioTauevog
G Mepipepeiakng AiedBuvong Twv TTT A.
ApoUykag, a@oU evNUEPWONKE UE ETTEIYOU-
oa avagopd atré Tov AleuBuvth Tou Tayu-
Opopeiou, emokéEPONKe Tov evikd AloiknTh
Hrreipou XprioTo XZyoupitoa (1895-1966) kai
Tov AleuBuvTr EowTepikwv M. Toiutpn. Toug
€itre OTI dev gival duvaTr n Xprnon autwy Twv
YPOAMMATOCHPWY Xwpig diatayr) Twv ouvop-
MOdIWVY uTToUpYEiwV aTnV ABAVA Kal TTPOTEIVE
va €TTIKOAANBOUV Ta avTioToIXa TaXUOPOUIKA
TEAN Kal ETTITTPOCHETWS TA AVAPUVNOTIKAS.

Me tnv utr’ apiB. 15685/23.11.1944 ato-
@aon Tng AiglBuvong Eowrtepikwv NG Mevi-
kg Aloiknong Hrreipou, opioBnke 1 dev Ba
€TTIKOAOUVTOV KPATIKA YPANMOTOONHUO KAl
OTI Ta 0000 aTTé TNV TTWANCN TWV ETTICNHO-
OPEéVWYV YpappaTtooAuwY TTi aAAnAoypagiag,
oedopévou OTI yia ekeivn TNV nUEPA ioxuav
auBaipeta auénuéva TEAN ot oxéon e TNV
uTTéAOITTN XWpa, Ba diabéTovTav o€ avdarn-
poug kal Buuata TToAépou. TovidoTav, PAAI-
oTa, OTI TA YPAPPOTOoHUA PE TNV ETTICAUAVON
Tou opyotrotapou dev eApbnaav olTe atd
10 YTToupyeio TTT, oute atrd 10 Anuodoio To-
peio. Tnv éykpion yia mn dladikacia gixe dwoel
0 XyoupiToag aTo TTAQICIO TNG £V AEUKW £E0U-
oiag Tou. MANioTa, ekeivn TNV €TToXA HETPO
aglwv Kard Teploxég Aoav didgopa BacIka
TTPoIdvTa Kal oTa lwdavviva 1o o1tdpl. ‘ETol, 1o
TENOG TWV 2 NEwv ApaxuwyV avTioToIXoUOoE O€
100 dpdpuia orrapiou, Twv 4 og 200, Twv 6 o€
300 kai Twv 8 og yia okd orrapiou. EISIKG ol
ETTIOTOAEG TTPOG TO €EWTEPIKO OTTOPACIOTN-
Ke va diakivnBouv 81d Tou Apxnyeiou Méang
AvatoAng, dI6TI gixav dn apyioel Ta Aekep-
Bpiava kail Oev UTTAPXE EUTTIOTOCUVN VIO TNV
aTrooToAr] TwV ETOTOAWV péow ABRvag’.

6 om
7 O.1m., oeh. 5,7, 10-13, 18-19, 35-37.

information was published in the local press
on 22 November. On the same day, the
Head of the Regional Directorate of Postal
Service D. Drougas, after being informed
by an urgent report from the Director of
the PTT, visited the General Administrator
of Epirus Christos Sgouritsas (1895-1966)
and the Director of Internal Affairs M. Tsim-
bris. He told them that it is not possible to
use these stamps without an order from the
relevant Ministries in Athens and suggested
that the respective postage rates be affixed
and, in addition to them, the commemora-
tive stamps, as well®.

By decision No. 15685/23.11.1944 of the
Directorate of Internal Affairs of the General
Administration of Epirus it was determined
that no state stamps would be affixed and
that the money from the sale of the overprint-
ed stamps on mail, given that for that day
there were arbitrarily increased postal rates
compared to the rest of the country, would
be allocated to the disabled and war victims.
It was even pointed out that the stamps with
the Gorgopotamos overprint were not re-
ceived either by the Ministry of the PTT or by
the Treasury. The approval for the procedure
had been given by Sgouritsas under his blan-
ket authority. In fact, at that time the measure
of values by region was various commodities
and in the case of loannina it was wheat.
Thus, the fee of 2 New Drachmas corre-
sponded to 100 drams of wheat, of 4 to 200,
of 6 to 300 and of 8 to an oka of wheat. It was
especially decided that the letters to foreign
countries should be sent through the Mid-
dle East Headquarters, because the events
of December 1944 had already begun and
there was no confidence in sending the let-
ters through Athens’.

As derived from a handwritten notebook
of the telegrapher of the loannina Post Office

6 Op. cit.
7 Op. cit., pp. 5, 7, 10-13, 18-19, 35-37.
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OTTwg TTPOKUTITEI OTTO IBIOKEIPO ONUEIW-
paTdpio Tou TNAeypaenT Tou Taxudpopeciou
lwavvivwyv Zmopou MkéBeAad (eik. 3 & 4), T0
Bpddu Tng 23.11.1944 ¢vag avidptng Twv
Bouvwyv ToV €TTIOKEPONKE yia Aiyo GTO OTTITI
Tou oTnv 0d6 Boalawpitou, aipvididdovtag
TNV OIKOYEVEIA Tou, Kal ¢ATnoe ammd Tov idlo
EMTOKTIKA va gival yévog oTo Taxudpopeio
TN MeEBeTTOMEVN NUEPA Kal va KAVEl O,TI TOU
TTouv. ‘ET01, TTOAU VWpIg TO TTOYWHEVO TTPWI
NG 25ng NoegpPBpiou epgaviotnke oto Tayu-
dpopeio évag GANog avtdptng Tou EAEZ, o
OTT0i0G, OTTWG £YIVE YVWOTO OpyoTePaA, ATAV
o ITahdg utragiwpaTikdg Giacomo Roggero,
Katayouevog amd Tnv Trepioxn Santa Teresa
Gallura Tng emapxiag Sassari TNG Zapdnviag.
AuTdg, €xovTag TTPoNyouPEévwG dlaguyeEl Kal
NiTroTakTioel amd 1 Movdada Tou otnv Ke-
@aAAovid, KpaTouoe O€ PIa TOAVTA TTooOTNTA
YPAUMATOOAUWY TNG OEIPAG UE TNV ETTIOTHAV-
on Tou FopyoTTOTANOU, TTPOKEINEVOU auTd va
€MKOAMNBOUV 0 TAXUOPOUIKE QVTIKEIUEVA
amd Tov [koBeAa pe appayida Tou Tayxudpo-
peiou kal pe Tn oppayida EAEYOEPA OPEI-
NH EAAAZ / TENIKON APXHIEION, kai va
Olatebolv amd ekei MOVO TN OUYKEKPIPEVN
nuépa. MiIAwvtag oTraoTd eAAnVIKE, £dwoe
auTéG TIG 0dnyieg aTov MkABeAa, 0 OTT0I0G £lEI-
ve EKTTANKTOG, KABWG PEXPI EKEIVN TN OTIYUN
Oev yvwplde atmmoAUTwg TiTroTE. To YOvo TTou
amokdAuye aTtov 'k6BeAa o Roggero rtav o
TWPO ETTIXEIPEITAI va TIUNOEI KATTOI0G, KAaBWG
auTo dev gixe eTTITEUXOET OTO TTAPEABOVY.

Eik. 3: Zm0pog kéBeAag

[apxeio 2. 'k6BeAa / auAdoyr N. kévroBou].

Fig. 3: Spyros Govelas

[S. Govelas’archive / N. Godovos’ collection].

8 s10 onUEIWPATAPIO Tou, 0 X. NkéBeAag (26.10.
1918-4.12.1999) TrepIiypd@el, HETAEU GAAWY,
Ta dU0 ONUAVTIKOTEPA YEYOVOTQ, TTOU EUEIVAV
Xapaypéva oTn WVARN TOUu AT TNV UTTnPECia
Tou oTo Tayxudpopeio. To TTPWTO apopolse TO
yeyovog 6T Tov Mdaptio Tou 1941 pia pntépa
£€uabe yia Tov Bdvaro Tou yiou TG oTo METWTTO,
4Tav aKPIBWG N idla TTEPIPEVE OTNV OUPA YIa VO
Tayxudpopnaoel éva déua o€ ekeivov. To deUTEPO
aQopd TNV EUTTAOKN TOU OTNV KUKAO®OpIia TNg
oelpdg pe TNV €manuavon Tou MopyotTotduou.

13

Spyros Govelas® (figs. 3 & 4), on the even-
ing of 23.11.1944 a mountain guerrilla visited
him briefly at his house in Valaoritou Street,
surprising his family and urgently asked him
to be alone at the Post Office on the day after
next and to do whatever he would be told.
Thus, very early on the cold morning of 25
November, another EDES guerrilla appeared
at the Post Office, who, as it later became
known, was the Italian non-commissioned of-
ficer Giacomo Roggero, originally from Santa
Teresa Gallura in the province of Sassari in
Sardegna. He, having previously escaped
and deserted from his Unit in Cephalonia,
was carrying in a bag a quantity of stamps

8 In his notebook, S. Govelas (26.10.1918-
4.12.1999) describes, among other things, the
two most important events he remembered
more vividly from his service at the Post Of-
fice. The first concerned the fact that in March
1941 a mother learned of her son’s death at the
Front, just as she herself was waiting in line to
mail a parcel to him. The second relates to his
involvement in the circulation of the set with the
Gorgopotamos overprint.
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EIk. 4: Zehida
onuelwpaTapiou

2. [kéBeAa [apxeio 2.
'kéBeAa / ouAdoyn N.
'kévroBou].
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ZUpewva pe TNV agriynon tou MkoBeAa,
0 id10G dev pwTnoe TiTTOTE GAAO KI APXIOE va
gTolgadeTan yia tn OouAgid Tou. H wpa €ixe
TTEPACEl Kal ato TIg 9 Tr.y. épxovrav lav-
VIWTEG yIa va oTeilouv dépata ] ypdupara.
O Roggero frav cav KépRepog mévw ato 1o
KEPAAI Tou. MapakoAouBouaoe TNV KAGBE Kivn-
on, To KABe ypauua Kal GPOVTIZE va un QUYEl
KOVEVA QVTIKEIMEVO XWPIG TNV TTPORAETTOMEVN
oppdyion. Katd 1o yeanuépl 0 KOOUOG apxi-
o€ va apaiwvel. Tote o NkéBeAag {ATNoE atmod
Tov Roggero va Tou dwaoel pia ogipd acepa-
YIOTWV YPAPUATOCHMWY yia va Buudtal Tnv

M’/W

(/(7

et a/é’

wv/aex /l/é Wféi‘?;’ L 97

g

of the set with the Gorgopotamos overprint,
in order that they might be affixed to postal
items by Govelas with a Post Office stamp
and with the postmark FREE MOUNTAIN-
OUS GREECE / GENERAL HEADQUAR-
TERS, and be distributed from there only
on that day. Speaking in halting Greek, he
gave these instructions to Govelas, who was
astonished, as up to that moment he knew
absolutely nothing. All that Roggero revealed
to Govelas was that an attempt was now be-
ing made to honour someone, as this had not
been achieved in the past.
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aywvia Tng nuépag. Ekeivog aypiepévog dev
TOU aTmavTnoe. Méxpl TIG 6 Y. Y. €é0TEINOV TTOA-
AG ypapparta (1r.x., &k. 5 & 6), aAAG dev KaTa-
vaAwoav ouTe Ta PIod atmo Ta ypappaTéon-
Ma TTou gixav. Kdbnoav péxpl apyd, otrote o
Roggero £ByaAe éva @Aaoki pe Koviak atrd
TOV 0AKO TOU Kal Aiyeg oTa@ideg, Ta OTToia KOl
MoIPACTNKE PE TOV TKOBEAQ.

Orav okoteiviagg, o Roggero {ATnoe
ammd Tov [kéBeAa 6ca ypauuatéonua gixav
aTtroueivel axpnaolpoTroinTa Kal Ta €pIge OAa
otn ewtid. O TkéBeAag EKTTANKTOG TOV pWw-
TNoe€ yiaTi 6V Ta AUTTATAI, aQOU QVTIOTOIXOUV
og TTOANG Ae@Td, aAAG o Roggero atrdvrnoe
OTI €101 TOU eiTTav va Kavel. Metd TTAncia-
oe Tov KOBeAa Kal XOPOYEAWVTOG ERYOAE
atro TNV TOETIN TOU Kal Tou €0wae€ Jia oeipd

BS54
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A TOY SAKEAACY APAX. 4

According to Govelas’ account, he him-
self asked no further questions and began to
get ready for his work. The time had passed
and by 9 a.m. locals from loannina were com-
ing to send parcels or letters. Roggero was
like a Cerberus over his head. He watched
every move, every letter and made sure that
no item left without the prescribed seals.
Towards noon the crowd began to thin out.
Then Govelas asked Roggero to give him a
set of unused stamps to remember the agony
of the day. He angrily did not answer him. By
6 p.m. they sent many letters (e.g., figs. 5 &
6), but did not use up half of the stamps they
had. They sat up late, when Roggero took a
flask of brandy from his sack and some rai-
sins, and shared them with Govelas.

- EIk. 5: ZuoTnuévog @AakeAog
@INOTENIKNG EUTTVEUONG [apxeEio 2.
'kéBeAa / ouAdoyn N. kévroBou].
Fig. 5: Philatelically inspired
registered cover [S. Govelas’
archive / N. Godovos’ collection].

AZIA TOY GAKEAAOY APAX. 4

Eik. 6: ZuoTnpévog GAKEAOG
@INOTENIKNG EUTTVEUONG [ap)Eio 2.
'kéBeAa / ouAdoyn N. kévroBou].
Fig. 6: Philatelically inspired
registered cover [S. Govelas’
archive / N. Godovos’ collection].
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A0@PAYIOTWYV YPAUUOTOCHHWY (&Ik. 7), OTTWG
Tou eixe ¢nTRoel To TTpwi. O Roggero kaAn-
vUKTIOE TOV [KOBEAD Kal avaxwpnoe Padi Pe
KaTToloug GAAouG. Tnv eTTOpEVN péPa O KO-
Behag TMye kavovikd ato Tayxudpopeio yia va
€pYacOei, Kal KOITWVTAG Tuxaia aTo TTATWHA,
€ide Eva PIKPO 1010XEIPO ITOAOEAANVIKG AEEIKO
Tou Roggero, péoa oTo OTT0I0 UTTAPXE Kal N
PWTOYPAQPiIa TOU PE TO OVOUOTETTWVUHO KAl
TNV Kataywyrj Tou (sik. 8)°.

When it got dark, Roggero asked Govelas
to give him all the stamps which were left un-
used and threw them all into the fire. Govelas
was surprised and asked him why he didn’t
spare them, since they represented a lot of
money, but Roggero replied that that was
what he was told to do. Then he approached
Govelas and smilingly took out of his pocket
and gave him a set of unused stamps (fig.
7), as he had asked him that morning. Rog-
gero bade Govelas goodbye and departed
with some others. The next day, Govelas
went to the Post Office as usual to work, and
looking casually on the floor, he saw a small
handwritten Italian-Greek dictionary of Rog-
gero, in which was his photograph with his
full name and place of origin (fig. 8)°.

Eik. 7: Ta ao@pAayIoTa €TTIONUOCHEVA ypappaTéonua, dwpo Tou Roggero atov MkoBeAa
[apxeio 2. [k6BeAa / ouAdoyn N. IkévroBou].

Fig. 7: The unused overprinted stamps given by Roggero as a gift to Govelas
[S. Govelas’ archive / N. Godovos’ collection].

9 Inueivetal 6Tl o MkoBeAag KpATNae PEXPI TO
TENOG TNG {WNAG Tou WG evBUNIa Ta ac@PAyIoTa
YPOUHATOONHA, TO GAACKI, TO AE§IKO KaI TN Qw-
Toypagia Tou Roggero. Autd, padi ue To nuePO-
Aoyio Tou MkéBeAa, TTapapévouv Péxpl OARPEPT
WG HovadIKa QIAOTEAIKG Kal I0TOPIKA TEKUNPIA
oTnV Katoxr Tou eyyovou Tou Nikou 'kévtoou.

9 It is noted that Govelas kept the unused

stamps, the flask, the dictionary and Roggero’s
photograph as mementos until the end of his
life. These, together with Govelas’ notebook,
remain to this day as unique philatelic and
historical documents in the possession of his
grandson Nikos Godovos.
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MNa Tov €Aeyxo TNG VoI-
pOTNTAG TNG €V AOYW ETTION-
pavong, n AietBuvon Tayu-
OpopIkAg EkpeTdAAeuong Tou
YTmroupyeiou TTT atnv ABAva
Si€Tage avdakpion, TTou oAo-
KAnpwonke amd Tov [evikd
EmBewpnt) Kavdpn Kwv-
oTavtivn oTIg 7.5.1945 pe 1n
OUVUTTOBOAR TWV  OXETIKWYV
KaTaBéoewv KAl UTINPEDI-
aKWwv gyypagwyv. ATé Tnv
€€€Taon Toug, Kpibnke OTI n
KUKAOQOpIO TwV ypauuaTo-
onuwv oTa lwdvviva ATtav
ouppaTh Ye To BEaUIKO TTACI-
010 TNG E€TTOXNG, BUVAUEI TNG
apxIkng diatayng Tou ZépRa,
™G amépaong TG Aiglbuv-
ong EowTtepikwv TNG MevIKAG
Aloiknong Hrreipou kai g
avakoivwaong Tou AieubuvTn
TwVv OIKOVOUIKWV YTTNPECIWV
Tou levikoUu Apxnyeiou EOEA. ATTAf aAAn-
Aoypa@ia pe Ta ETMONUACHEVA YPAUMATO-
onua diakivrenke o€ 16 TTpoopIouoUg EVIOG
EANGSag kal og 7 Eéveg xwpeg (AuaTpaAia,
ABuoonvia, Toupkia, AyyAia, BeAyikd Koyko,
AiyuTrto Kal AJEPIKR), EVW OUCTNUEVN OAAN-
Aoypagia SlakiviiBnke oe 21 TTpoopIouoUg
evtog EANGDOG. KaTroieg €1TIOTOAEG aTreuBu-
VOUEVEG OE OTPATIWTIKOUG £Elvav oTo Tayu-
Opopeio, DI6TI Oev ATAV YVWOTA N TTPAYUATIKA
dlapovr Toug eKeivn TNV TTEPIodo. XUVOAIKA,
amé Tov aflwpaTiké ovouati PiIAaAnen, o
oT1T0iog ATAV UTTEUBUVOG, PETAEU GAAWY, yia
TNV TTopoAafBn Twv adlidBeTwyY ypaUuaTO-
onuwv, OAAG Kal yia TIG EIOTTPAEEIG, TTapa-
AM@bnke o1tdpr 102 okddwyv, ATOI TTEPITTOU
130,8 kIAWv. AuTo d10TéBnKe TNV EBVIKN AA-
AnAeyyun lwavvivwy, aA\d dev kataypd@nke
TO €I0TTPaXBév xpnHUaTIKG TT0Gd. TeAlkd, dev
TTPOEKUTITE AOYOG YIa TTEPAITEPW EAEYXO TNG
6Ang diadikaciag 0.

10 Xagarmg, 6.17., oeh. 35-37.

Eik. 8: Giacomo Roggero [apxeio 2.
'kéBeAa / ourroyn N. kévroBou].

Fig. 8: Giacomo Roggero
[S. Govelas’ archive / N. Godovos’
collection].

In order to check the
legality of this overprint,
the Utilization Directo-
rate of the Ministry of the
PTT in Athens ordered
an investigation, which
was completed by the In-
spector General Kanaris
Konstantinis on 7.5.1945
with the submission of the
relevant interviews and
official documents. From
these it was judged that
the circulation of stamps
in loannina was in ac-
cordance with the insti-
tutional framework of the
time, by virtue of the origi-
nal order of Zervas, the
decision of the Internal
Affairs Directorate of the
General Administration of
Epirus and the announce-
ment of the Director of the Financial Services
of the General Headquarters of the EOEA.
Standard mail with the overprinted stamps
was sent to 16 destinations within Greece
and 7 foreign countries (Australia, Abyssinia,
Turkey, England, Belgian Congo, Egypt and
America), while registered mail was sent to
21 destinations within Greece. Some let-
ters addressed to military personnel were
left at the Post Office, because their actual
residence was not known at the time. In all,
an officer, whose surname was Philalithis,
was responsible, among other things, for
the receipt of the unused stamps and for the
collection of money. He also collected 102
okas of wheat, i.e. approximately 130.8 kilos,
which were delivered to the National Solidar-
ity of loannina, but the amount of money he
collected was not recorded. In the end, there
was no reason to further check the whole
procedure 0.

10 Chazapis, op. cit., pp. 35-37.
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ZUPTTEPAC O

2AMepa, 80 kar TTAéov Xpovia atd Thv
KUKAOQOpIa TNG QVOUVNOTIKAG OEIPAG TwV
YPOAMMATOCH WY Yia TNV atmmooToAr] Harling,
auTr] Ba ytropouaoe va BewpnBei wg n TTPWTN
ekdAAwan pvAuNg TNG avativagng g yEpu-
pag Tou MopyoTrotdpou atrd eAANVIKO Beapi-
k6 @opéa’!. H kukhogopia Tng oelpdg oTa
lwavviva 1o 1944 €ixe Tn vopipoTToinon Tng
TTONITIKAG apXAG TNG HTTEipou, o1 aTTapAaoelg
TNG OTToiag €ixav TNV 1I0XU aTTOQACEWY Ku-
BepvnTikoU OTEAEXOUG. AUTO £yIve TEAIKG KOl
€K TWV UOTEPWY ATTOOEKTO aTTO TOV [EVIKO
EmBewpnt TOU apuoddiou YTroupyeiou, HE
OUVETTEIO N OUYKEKPIPEVN OEIpd avTAapTIKWY
YPOUUOTOOHHWY VA GUVIOTA yI' auToUug TOUG
Abyoug povadIKA TTEPITITWON 0€ OUYKPIoN PE
60€eg AAAEG guTTiTITOUV OTNYV iB1a KATNYOPIA.

" Me auté To TTEPIEXOMEVO TTPAYHUATOTTOINONKE
oTig 23.11.2024 didAegn Tng Zogiag Bakiptln-
0¢An Kkai Tou cuyypagéa oto Mouaoeio EBvikAg
AvrtioTaong kai ZUyxpovng loTtopiag PodueAng,
o€ ouvdiopydvwaon Me Tov Afuo Aapiéwy, Ta
levikd Apxeia Tou Kpdtoug / TuApa OBiwTidag
Kal Tov ZUAoyo NeoAaiag Nopyotrotduou «H
Zwodoxog IMnyn», ye Titho: «Mia otravia oel-
pd ypappatooAuwy yia Tov Mopyotrotapo. Mia
AyvwoTn arédoaon TIMAG OTO KOPUPAIo YEYOVOG
NG Avtiotaong». 1n OIAAEEn TTapoucidoTn-
KE Kal To TTAPEG apxeio Tou ZTTUpou MkéBeAa
w¢ €ékBepa Tou Nikou kdvToBou. IXeTIKA BA.
www.Mag24.gr, 24.11.2024, «Aapia: Eidaue
Mo oTTa@via o€1pd YPOaUPaToo Wy yia Tov ['op-
yomrétapo oto Mouceio EBvikAg AvTtioTaong»-
Aikatepivn lwavvou Zdppa, «opyotroTapog:
loTopieg petd TNV €kpnén!», epnu. 2évrpa, ¢.
1849, 25.11.2024, oeA. 12-13.

Conclusion

Today, more than 80 years after the
circulation of the commemorative set of
stamps for the Harling mission, this could be
considered the first commemoration of the
blowing up of Gorgopotamos bridge by a
Greek institutional body'!. The circulation of
the set in loannina in 1944 had the legitima-
cy of the political authority of Epirus, where
any decision had the validity of a decision
by a government official. This was finally ac-
cepted afterwards, as well, by the Inspector
General of the relevant Ministry, with the re-
sult that the particular National Resistance
issue consists for these reasons a unique
case compared to the other sets of stamps
falling into the same category.

" With this content, a lecture by Sophia Vakirtz-
idelli and the author was held on 23.11.2024
at the Museum of National Resistance and
Contemporary History of Roumeli, co-organ-
ized with the Municipality of Lamia, the Gen-
eral State Archives of Greece / Department
of Phthiotis and the Youth Association of Gor-
gopotamos “Zoodochos Pigi”, entitled: “A rare
set of stamps for Gorgopotamos. An unknown
tribute to the leading event of the Resistance”.
During the lecture, the complete archive of Spy-
ros Govelas was also presented as an exhibit
of Nikos Godovos. On this, see www.Mag24.
gr, 24.11.2024, “Lamia: We saw a rare set of
stamps about Gorgopotamos at the Museum of
National Resistance”; Aikaterini loannou Zarra,
“Gorgopotamos: Stories after the explosion!”,
Newspaper Sentra, No. 1849, 25.11.2024, pp.
12-13.



