Autonomous Cretan State
Errors and varieties of the 1908 EANAS overprlnt

The operation of the Postal Service of the Autonomous Cretan State -(1898-1913) was accompanied by the circulation of
common and due stamps, as well as stamps for official use.

In the fall of 1908, following the one-sided proclamation of Union with Greece by the Cretan Government, the latter
proceeded with the overprinting of a series of stamp values with the word EAAAZ (Decree of September 26‘h 1908, ID),
and the first day of circulation of the new stamps was set for the 6™ of October, 1908.

1dr. vd!ue, First Day of Circulation

L

The overprinting was performed by using two main typographical plates, the so-called Plate A and Plate B. Each Plate
produced stamps with setting and printing errors, as well as overprint varieties.

The need for additional overprinted stamps, especially for those of low value, as well as the lack of sufficient number of
unused types, led to the re-setting of Plate B twice. The corresponding plates are known as Plates C and D.
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Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAZ overprint (1908)
Printing and settmg errors

The composition of Plate A and the initiation of the overprinting process took place immediately after the Decree of
September 24.

The first setting error that occurred was that of EAAAZ on pomtuon 30, which was noticed and corrected relatively quickly
at the Government Printing House. :

The first values that were overprinted and display the EAAAZ error are those of 5 and 10 lepta (1900).
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51. EAAAS error (A30) () 101, (1900) EAAAS error (A30) QY

During the oYerprinting process with Plate A the error _AAAZ on position 34 also appeared.

101. (1900)_ANAS error (A34) D)



Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAZ overprint (1908)
Printing and setting errors "

The use of Plate A resulted in the missing overprint printing error on position 55 as well.

2l. missing overprint error (A55)

In the above item, overprint varieties also appear on positions 54 and 64, which will presented later in the exhibit.

Finally, the use of Plate A also resulted in the error of the inverted overprint on the 10l. value of the stamps used for the
summon process for petty legal disputes.

SRS R A
| Eagruating
o o

101. stamp for official use, inverted overprint error (A)

It is noted that as the stamps used for the summon process for petty legal disputes were channeled to the State’s
District Courts and Mortgage Offices for official use and were therefore not accessible to the philatelic public, we often

find them in used condition with errors.



Autonomous Cretan State: EAANAZ overprint (1908)
Printing and setting errors

Plate A was used to overprint even the largest dimensional values, after necessary modifications, and was then
dismantled. All errors had been corrected before the initiation of this overprinting process.

As the quantity of small values initially overprinted with Plate A was not sufficient for the postal needs of the time, a
new plate was constructed with new printing elements (Plate B).

The 2 setting errors that resulted from the use of Plate B are those of the inverted Z on position 35 and of EAAAEZ on
position 48. ‘ c

30l. stamp for official use, inverted Z error (B35) 10l. (1907) inverted Z error (B35) o

It is noted that, unlike the postmark of the post office of SOYAA (Souda) which appears very often on stamps with pri-
vate EAAAZ (1908) overprints, the KOAYMTIAPI (Kolymbari) postmark appears in cases of stamps with genuine overprint

errors.
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101. for official use (1908), EAAAS error (B48) .



Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAZ overprint (1908) B
Printing and setting errors '

" 51. EAAAS error (B48) ' 2l. EAAAZ error (B48)

The use'of Plate B also resﬁ!ted in the following printing errors:

e the inverted overprint error on the value of the 30 lepta of the summon process for petty legal disputes stamp,
and ' _ ' 1

e the missing overprint error on position 66 of the value of 10 lepta (1907)..

301. stamp for official use, inverted overprint error and right leg of A cut variety (B25)

The overprint variety right leg of A cut will be presented later in the exhibit.

10l. (1907) missing overprint error (B66) @



Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAZ overprint (1908)
Printing and setting errors

The continuing need for overprinting stamps of low values combined with a possible lack of new, unused, typographical
elements led to the resetting of Plate B twice, delivering what are known as Plates C and D, in which setting errors were
corrected. ' ' : ;

The use of Plate C did not result in setting or prihting errors, only the error of the inverted overprint at the value of 1
lepton. 5

11. inverted overprint (C), positions 66-67, 76-77 (@)

Note that Plate D was only used to overprint the value of 5 lepta. There are no errors in this phase of the process.

A final printing error documented is that of the misplaced overprint, which appears in both small and large values.

11."misplaced overprint - 1dr. misplaced overprint



Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAZ overprmt (1908)
Overprmt varieties

- With the term overprlnt variety we usually refer to the cases where the elements of a plate have some sort of
deterioration.

Contrary to the errors, the varieties of the EAAAS overprint of 1908 have not been forged (except in one case) and often
heip in proving the authenticity of the former.

Below are presented the most widespread varieties, categorized by printin'g plate.

Plate A

First A much broken at top, positions 38 (smail sized values), 13 (horizontal stamps) kat 70 (2 drachmae value)

501. first A much broken at top 1dr. first A much broken at top
(A38) (A13)

' 2dr. first A much broken at top
(A70)
First A less broken at top, position 64 (small sized values)

_ 251, first A less broken at top (A) 101, (1907) first A less broken at top (A64) 11, postage due stamp,
' first A less broken at top (A64)



Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAZ overprint (1908)
Overprint varieties

Head of Z bending downwards, position 75 (small sized values)

101, (1900) head of Z bending downwards 50/. head of £ bending downwards 11. postage due stamp, head of X bending
(A75) . (A75) downwards (A75)

Second A from a bolder font, position 20 (small sized values)

10I. (1900) second A from a bolder font (A20) 50!. second A from a bolder font (A20)



Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAZ overprint (1908)
Overprint varieties

Top of first A split, position 54 (small sized values)

251, top of first A split (A) - 2dr. top of first A split (A)

Foot of E short, positions 60 (small sized values), 51 (horizontal stamps) kat 38 (2 drachmae value)

10l. (1900) foot of E short . 50I. postage due stamp, 2dr. foot of E short (A38) 5dr. foot of E short (A51)
(A60) foot of E short (A60)
Plate B

The foot of E short variety also appears in values overprinted with Plate B, on position 38.

As far as the object below is concerned and given that:

1. the 10l. value of 1907 was also overprinted with Plate C, the typographical elements of which are the same as
those of B, and,

2. the overprint is poor in quality due to wear of the elements from extended use,

the overprint may have resulted from the use of Plate C.

10l {1907)- fqot of E short (B38/C)
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Autonomous Cretan State: EANAZ overprint (1908)
Overprint varieties

Imprint of printeré bit before E, position 39

S et

11. with foot of E short overprint variety (B38) and 21. imprint of printers bit before E (B39) overprint varieties



Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAZ overprint (1908)
Overprint varieties |

Right leg of A cut, position 76

10I. stamp for official use, right leg 301. stamp for official use, right leg 2dr. postage due stamp, right leg
of A cut (B76) of A cut (B76) : . of A cut (B76)

Second A wide, position 80

11. right leg of A "cut (B76) and second A wide (B80)



Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAS overprint (1908)
Overprint varieties '

Plate C

Head of E cut, position 2 and series of dashes under the overprint, position 14

51. head of E cut (C2) 11. series of dashes under the 101. (1907) series of dashes under the
overprint (C14) ~ overprint (C14)

11. series of dashes under the overprint (C14)

12
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Autonomous Cretan State EANAZ overprmt (1908)
Overprint varletles

During the 2 re-settings of Plate B (Plates C and D), the varieties in the typographic elements were not corrected. In
some cases however, they appear in a different position compared to Plate B.

The variety right leg of A cut (B76) appears in the case of Plate C on position 69, but the position of the variety second A
wide remains constant in relation to Plate B (posmon 80)

11. Plate C, right leg of A cut (C69) and second A wide (C80) varieties
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Autondmous Cretan Staté:ﬁ EANAZ overprint (1908)
Overprint varieties :

3

On certain stamp'values,'P!ate C shows deterioration in its typographic elements compared to Plate B.

101, (1907) right leg of A cut (C69)

Observing the clarity of the typographic elements in the case below, we understand that the quality of the Plate C
overprints varies, depending on the sequence of values’ overprint. :

1. postage due stamp, right leg of A cut (C69)
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Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAT overprint (1908)
Overprint varieties

Carte postale. Postlkarte. Cartolina postale.
Dopisnice. Correspondenzkarte Levelezd-Lap.
Post card® Weltpostverein. Briefkaart.

Union postale universelle Uniohe postale universale

BeeMipuBlil mouToBbift coosk. Poceis. OTkpbiToe mHE
CartZo postal. Brefkort. Brevkort. Tarjeta postals

11, right leg of A cut overprint variety (C69)

In the last phase of the overprinting process (plate D), the specific typographic element shows the image of 'mutilation’
due to further wear. .

Carte postale de Cz;%‘f@

g 2. & o
Ce cbtf est exclusivement reservé @ Lhrdressers >
. n For el

51, right leg of A cut overprint variety (D)
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Autonomous Cretan State: EAAAZ overprint (1908)
Overprint varieties

In the following item overprint errors and varieties from the use of Plate B appear together.

The item also displays the unrecorded in the philatelic literature for Plate B variety dot in the lower half of E, on
position 67. :

=
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

101. (1907) missing overprint error (B66); dot at the bottom half of E (B67)
and right leg of A cut (B76) varieties '



