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INTRODUCTION  

Two years following its foundation in 1835 in Trieste, the Austrian Lloyd evolved into the most 
significant maritime link between central Europe and the Levant. During the operational lifespan of the 
Austrian Lloyd (1827-1919) the Levant extended beyond the Austro-Hungarian borders to include 
Egypt, Syria, Palestine, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, the Ionian Islands, Greece, Cyprus, Turkey as well as 
the Balkans (either still part of the Ottoman Empire or not), which were not part of the Austro-
Hungarian Imperial territory and thus considered to belong to the “Levant”. 

Since its postal contract with the Austrian State in 1837, the Austrian Lloyd was much more than a 
commercial fleet, it became the mega carrier of passengers, merchandise and correspondence in the 
East Mediterranea, the Adriatic, the Aegean and the Black Sea. The company started its operation with 
six ships in 1837 and in 1886 it had surpassed 80 vessels. 

To support its vast maritime network, Lloyd established a large number of agencies primarily in the 
ports where its vessels were calling at. These agencies served as the company’s local centers 
handling logistics and processing the postal services.  

The main agencies in the levant were established in Constantinople, Smyrne, Rhodes, Syros, Piraeus, 
Mytilene, Canea, Rethymno, Candia, Alexandria, Aleppo, Alexandretta, Beirut, Burgas, Jaffa, Corfu, 
Cefalonia, Galatz, Mersin, Ibraila, Varna, Volos, Salonique, Cavala, the Dardanelles, Kustendje, 
Larnaca, Scio. Minor agencies were established in ports like Tenedos, Cerigo, Cesme, Lagos etc. The 
demise of the Austrian Lloyd was the direct collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire following World 
War I. In 1919 the company fell under Italian Administration and it was renamed Lloyd Triestino, 
signaling the end of Austrian Lloyd and the closure of its network of agencies in the Levant. 

A local point of interest for scholars of postal history lies in the rich variety of cancellations and 
handstamps used throughout the Company’s operations, applied at the agencies and on board the 
Lloyd’s vessels. Such artifacts serve as diagnostic tools for identifying the itineraries, the specific ship 
and the point of origin of the correspondence. The present exhibit includes the following chapters: 
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