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THE PREPARATIONS

Georgios Theotokis, (8 February 1844 — 12 January 1916)
(in Greek: F'edpyiog Beotdrg)

was a Greek politician and Prime Minister of Greece,
serving the post four times.

He represented the Modernist Party

or Neoteristikon Komma (NK).

From mid-1903 to 1909 Theotokis became three times
Prime Minister of Greece. the third time being the longest
at the prime minister's post. Among his achicvements are
the organisation and strengthening of the army,

including the adoption of modern khaki uniforms.

He provided assistance for the Macedonian Struggle and is
noted for his calm and deliberate foreign policy in the tense
period just prior to the Balkan Wars (1912-1913).

Repro. of a painting signed by G. Samartzis (1868-1925) (*%)

matirrns bieoy "B A T dirn A

?

AIMOIPIA METIKOY EIZ TAZIN MAXHE
Mepada Zig. Dvuedees ved T4

Athdnes

Infantry platoon in battle formation - Great Military exercises of 1904 (*%)
LTE P & C Ath=nas



THE PREPARATIONS

MEFAAA ETRPAT. FTMNAEIA 1907 Les grandes manosuvrae 1907

H peydln spivo Tof dsndozor
sig w0 Nawe deféven

Pryrtin. drnpesin o Kooy pRPRUERTET

The greaf inspection by the Crown Prince in Leventis Inn
Great Military exercises of 1907, (0) Greece to Paris, France, illegible postmarks
{OR2 Fullis & Cotzias - Athénes
(Interesting depiction of the bourgeoisie watching military exercises)

George M. Avernf (15 August 1815 — 15 July 1899),
(in Greek: I'epywog ABEpwon), was a Greek
businessman and philanthropist. He is one
of the great national benefactors of Greece.
Born in the town of Metsovo, Epirus Greece,
then Ottoman Empire, Averof moved to
Alexandria, Egypt while still voung.

He was known through most of his life

for founding numerous schools in both
Egypt and Greece.

Georgios Averof (in Greel: @/K T'. ABépwp)
15 a modified armored cruiser built in Italy
for the Royal Hellenic Navy in the first
decade of the 20th century. The amount

of the advance payment (1/3 of the total)
came from the will of Averof

while the remaining was covered by

the National Fleet Fund. Although popularly
known as a battleship (Gwpnxto in Greek),
she is in fact an armored cruiser,

the only ship of this type still in existence.
Launched in 1910, Averof arrived in Greece
in September 1911. The most modern
warship in the Aegean at the time, served

as the flagship of admiral P. Kountouriotis
in the First Balkan War, and played a major

role in the establishment of Greek Georgios Averof - The great national benefuctor
predominance over the Ottoman Navy The new armored cruiser of the Greek fleet, the Georgios Averof
and the incorporation of many unknown editor, (o) Greece to Genéve, Swiss, illegible postmarks

Aegean islands to Greece.



THE PROTAGONISTS

George I, (1845 -1913)

(in Greek: ledpyiog A’)

was King of Greece

from 30 March 1863

until his assassination

on 18 March 1913.

Originally a Danish prince,

George was born in Copenhagen
and seemed destined for a career

in the Royal Danish Navy.

He was only 17 when

he was elected king by

the Greek National Assembly

which had deposed the unpopular
King Otto. His nomination was both
suggested and supported by

the Great Powers of the era.
George's reign of almost 50 years
(the longest in modern Greek history)
was characterized by territorial gains

as Greece established its place i i, Fm sm e
in pre-WW 1 Europe. George I, King of Greece
During the First Balkan War unknown editor, (o) Dyrrhacheion 23 1 1913 to Athens

George was assassinated via @ELZAAONIKH 7 ®EB 1913
in Thessaloniki, /

Eleftherios Kyriakou Venizelos (1864 —1936)
(in Greek: Eksvbiprog Kupuaxovw Beviléhog),
was a Cretan Greek statesman and prominent
leader of the Greek national liberation movement.
He is noted for his contribution to the expansion
of Greece and promotion of liberal-democratical
policies. As leader of the Liberal Party, he held
oftfice as Prime Minister for over 12 years,
spanning eight terms between 1910 and 1933,
During his governance, Venizelos entered into
diplomatic cooperation with the Great Powers
and had a profound influence on the domestic
and external affairs of Greece.

He has therefore been labelled as

"The Creator of Modern Greece”

and is still widely known as the "Ethnarch™,

Before the Balkan Wars of 1912-1913,
Venizelos' catalytic role helped gain Greece's
entry into the Balkan League, an alliance of
the Balkan states against the Ottoman Empire.
Through his diplomatic acumen with the Great
Powers and with the other Balkan countries,
Greece doubled its area and population with
the liberation of Macedonia, Epirus and most
of the Aegean Islands.

BENIZEAOS

o ] i

Eleftherios Venizelos, Prime Minister of Greece 1912 (**)



The allies and their flags, King Peter I of Serbia, King Nikolas I of Montenegro,
King Ferdinand I of Bulgaria, King George I of Greece
(**) unknown editor, based on an artwork by the Czech artist Nefedhy Karel (1873-1927), signed Nejedly - K.

The Balkan League was a quadruple alliance
formed by a series of bilateral treaties concluded

in 1912 between the Eastern Orthodox kingdoms
of Greece, Bulgaria, Serbia and Montenegro

and directed against the Ottoman Empire,

which still controlled much of Southeastern Europe.

The League was victorious in the First Balkan War
which broke out in October 1912, where it successtully
seized control of almost all European Ottoman territories.
After the victory, however, unresolved prior differences
between the allies re-emerged over the division

of the territories, particularty Macedonia, leading to

the break-up of the League, and soon afier,

on 16 June 1913, Bulgaria attacked her former

allies, beginning the Second Balkan War,

Allegorical depiction of the allies against Turkish territories
(Interesting depiction of the Bulgarian monarch above the rest) (**) unknown Bulgarian editor



THE PROTAGONISTS

Constantine I' (1868 — 1923),

{in Greek: Kovotavrtivog A")

was King of Greece

from18 March 1913 to 11 June 1917

and from 19 December 1920 to 27 September 1922,

After graduating from the Officers’ School of Athens in 1886,

he continued his military education

in the Berlin Military Academy.

His staying in Berlin is thought to have greatly contributed
to the formation of the future king’s pro-German attitude.
He was commander — in — chief

of the Hellenic Army during the unsuccessful

Greco — Turkish War of 1897 and with the decisive
intervention of Venizelos led the Greek forces

during the successful Balkan Wars of 1912—1913.

The eldest son of George | of Greece,

he succeeded to the throne following his father's
assassination n 1913,

P. Danglis, Chief of staff of the Crown Prince 1912 (**)

Charming postcards by a special publisher

e b e
TENETSIRH [T MET RAEERMAPES i TIV A CITEATYE TRTYTOR PAAFED (WATTTAT Th TEWRA TNT EAMHMERE WTFAT

ETPATHAATHE MALKONETANTINOL

Constantine I, Victorious Army Commander (**)
Decorating depictions of the Royal Family, Venizelos
and symbols of the «Great Ideay

Panagiotis Danglis (1853 — 1924),

was a Hellenic Army general and politician.

He was particularly notable for his service

as chief of staff in the Balkan Wars.

In 1911, Danglis was promoted to Major General,

and became head of the Army General Staff in August 1912,
and on the outbreak of the First Balkan War months later

he became chief of staff to Crown Prince Constanting’s
Army of Thessaly until November 1912.

Later, Danglis became commander of the army in Epirus,
comprising the 2nd, 3rd, 8th, and 13th divisions.
Operations had largely been concluded so that his main task
was completing the occupation of Northern Epirus,
pacifying the local population and strengthening Greek
claims in the region, which were being challenged by Italy.
Inventor of the Schneider — Danglis mountain gun.

of the Hellenism diaspora of Egypt highlighting the interest of the Hellenism diaspora in the national affairs.



THE PROTAGONISTS

Pavies Kountouriotis (1835 —1935).

Military man, politician, President of the Hellenic Republic.
In 1912 he was appointed by Venizelos the leader

of the Greek fleet. During the Balkan Wars,

Kountouriotis with the main strike force,

the battleship Averof, imposed Greek sovereignty

in an absolute manner in the Aegean sea,

liberating all the islands of the central

and Northern Aegean, blocking the Turkish

fleet in the Dardanelles straits.
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THE GREEK ARMY

The victories in the Balkan Wars
established new officers from

the broader social strata,

who would become the protagonists
in the following years

on both military and political level.

FHondvos,  Kovranfizoo,

DLnapng. Zeoflmye,  Ashaypoppdri
EAAHNO - TOYEPKIKOZE IIOAEMOUZ 19 12—1891d. ° "LAAYES  aglupisebaiite

Mhgansi, i
Greek — Turkish War 1912 — 1913, Greek Army Officers (**)

Eu'oowe [ N "Alsdiann—"Ev Hopeot ap. 1580



THE GREEK ARMY

i "wa«S:&wmwf !

The Greek Army officers

and non - commissioned - officers
demonstrated unparalleled bravery
and heroism. More than 900 fell

or were wounded on the battlefields.

Angerville, France — The city view fmm 104 meters above. Taken on board af a H. Farman bqp!ane pilr;red' by
the Greek officer Dimitrios Kamberos {top righy), Clické E. Ramean, Etampes (0) ANGERVILLE - SEINE ET OISE 147 12

Lieutenant D. Kamberos was trained at the Henri Farman aircraft construction school in France. He was hastily recalled
at the outbreak of the war. He participated in an Aviation Company consisting of four single-seat Farman type airplanes.
On 5/10/1912 he took off on a reconnaissance flight. This was the world's first flight on a war front,
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THE GREEK ARMY

Souvenir de Saloaigne {Gzréee)

EAAHN MNOAEMIEZTHE
(G

The Greek army was reorganized and equipped

with modern weapons. From 1907, the Greek army
began to receive Austrian long rifles and short carbines
Mannlicher-Schinauer M 1903 that were manufactured
specifically for the Greeks and replaced the French-made
Gras M [874.They were used in the Balkan Wars

and in the subsequent struggles

of the Greek nation until 1941.

Greek Fighter 1912 (**)

B Yascha L oy Athenes - Patras

Greek infantry soldier. He wears a French-style peaked cap.
The red color of the military body to which he belongs,

on the collar and tunic, is characteristic.
He carries a 6.5mm Mannlicher rifle with 6 cartridges,
accompanied by a short M1903 bayonet.
The photo was shot in the studio of Stefanos Stournaras.
The artist was a painter and leading Greek photographer,
representative of the Pictorialism movement.
He published more than 1000 posteards in Volos, Thessaly.

Greek Army - Infantry (**)
"Exddrne Zréq. Srovpwipes v Bélw.



THE GREEK ARMY

i group ofFLzaues - Heroes of 1912 - 1913, k. editor, (*)
The Evzones battalions were elite infantry units with an offensive orientation in bat[]e
They were manned mainly by rural people familiar with nature and war,
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EAAMND - TOYFHLIKODE MCAERCE 1812 1313

Greek — Turkish War 1912 - 1913, Greek Officers and non — commissioned {Q,ﬁ'i.{-ers
of the ™ Comipany of Bridge Engineers (*)
#ah, I M. CAksBdxy "Ev Tlevgaei ap. 270
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THE VOLUNTEERS

Spyros Maisoukas, (1870-1928) fighter, volunteer, folk poet.
He participated in all national struggles since 1896,

leading every patriotic movement.

He traveled to America and raised funds

with the Greek diaspora. Thus, the destroyer

"Nea Genea" was purchased and a unit of Artillery

under the same name was created, He followed the army,
exciting the soldiers with his poems.

He founded the "White Cross" Company for

the endowment of the orphan daughters of the war.

' Marsoswas dpsitore sove U ElAnves wic Tdprgmie 2l e
*Ellgeindy ofpiainy,

%‘;‘"’F—M?l‘*-’ al ;

Spyros Matsoukas putting Greek Americans under oath before the Greek flag (**)
A. G, Pallis - Athenes



THE VOLUNTEERS

Soon after the start of the operations,

3,500 volunteers from Crete responded to the call.
The "Independent Cretan Regiment" was created
from the first three battalions of volunteers

from Crete, which operated mainly in Epirus (Bizani,
Northern Epirus) but also in Macedonia

(Kavala, Nevrokopi), Xanthi and Komotini.

It is said that it was them

that the war cry "Air" was shouted by

for the first time, during the siege of Toannina,

Campaign 1912 - Cretan fighters (*)
(Interesting observation: According to the old Cretan traditions, the names of the fighters are inscribed
on the butts of their rifles, “George Manouselis, Cretan” and “I.B.Daskalakis, Cretan”)

? “Emddeny Iwlg, Deevpedpess xu--\-.--ru--_ o Porraiaees
gilg A £, 1. vol deaddpen, Ev Bdlp,J"

E@EADNT[KON IOMA XAMKIAIKHE 1912
APXHIOE AG.MHNOMOYAQE.

Halkidiki was liberated

by the corps of Macedonian
volunteers who were

lightly armed infantry groups.

Volunteer corps of Halkidiki 1912 — Commander Ath. Minopoulos ()



THE VOLUNTEERS

Hnepeivay Srsdosres & 35 Fonseto, Epirotes: volontaires & Zapeion,

Volunteers from Epirus in Zappeion (volunteers’ registration area)
Special Relief Fund Postal Card (**)

T SPECIAL RELIEF FUND
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EQUERNE T wis MACERTE

{photacopy)

The volunteers from Epirus formed 9 guerrilla corps with a total strength
of approximately 500 men, which operated in the region of their origin.

MASTCN NOLCKCMEION
NUITREINIEEHNE MAPIAX

Greek — Turkish War 1912: Princess Mary’s floating hospital, unk. editor, numb. 201 (*)
The 250-bed floating hospital "Albania” was set up with the care’
and expense of Princess Marie Bonaparte, wife of Prince George.



THE START OF THE WAR

O AYAAPXHE O fPOSTIOTEIGE O ZTPATHIOE D ETPATHIOE O FANZTPATHT.
MEPKATHE E. BEMIZEAODE AATKAHE FLENNATOE EYDOY

Courtier Merkatis, Prime Minister E, Venizelos,
General Danglis, General Giannaros, the French General Eydoy (sic), F. R, & Z. Athen (**)

wie Mwvesofnung»

¥

Prime Minister Venizelos and officials at the Athens railway station waiting for the Crown Prince shortly before his departure
for the front. The General Evdoux, (misspelled as “Eydoy™ on the above card’s description), head of the French forces,
contributed to the reorganization of the Greek army.

Zibgy Erabuce "ddyvde, Tépart de 5.A K. le Prince Royal
“Avaymonos iz A B Y. rot deaddyor Ma vév moliuor. pour la guerre

Athens railway station: The Crown Prince shortly before his departure for the war front (**)

A Pallis & Cie - Atheénes

On the morning of September 29, 1912, the Crown Prince farewell to the Council of Ministers
shortly before his departure to the General Headquarters in Larissa.



THE START OF THE WAR
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War 1912; The departure of the armed forces from Piraeus, unk. editor (*)

Approximately 130,000 soldiers were moved to the war front by the means of the time with exemplary order.

O Ellyvotougiasic wihepog 1912 — 1913

‘0 BawiCéhog xal 6 Trpdroc Emilemgovres
0V Ztohov

[

Greco-Turkish War 1912-1913; The inspection of the fleet
by Venizelos and Minister for Naval Affairs Stratos (**)
Photo. Copyright by “Atlantis® Ine., Station E. New York

Printed in Germany

At noon on October 5, the Greek navy, led by Admiral Pavlos Kountouriotis,
sailed from the bay of Faliro. The flagship "G. Averoff" was placed in charge.



THE START OF THE WAR

A.B. Paschas, Patnas.— A.B. Higue, N 250 |

Hetlas, folded postcard (**)
In 1912, the Greek mainland territory extended from Tyrnavas and Kalambaka in the east fo Arta in the west.

ENTVIION - IMPRIME

A Ropohar, My~ Al Thdoen. Ran

{photecopies)

In the early hours of October 5, 1912, the army of Thessaly under the commander-in-chief,
Crown Prince Constantine, advanced towards Elassona.
On October 6, midday, the army of Epirus under Lieutenant-General Konstantinos Sapountzakis
moved aggressively towards the heights of Gribovo.



THE FIRST BALKAN WAR: THE OPERATIONS IN THESSALY

TTUL Big Ty oTparn.  avafpov  Askeglow

Deleria (Macedonie)

T

Greek soldiers gathering at the Deleria border military station,
in Tyrnaves region of Thessaly. Erroneous description of Macedonia (*)

"Exdcose I, N, "Alebdun— "Ev Hepoeri ap. 100

The operations begin in the early morning hours of October 5.
Most of the Turkish border outposts are captured without resistance,

M payoiy mon 3N SAAXIGWVAS XXt 1] RETOAMHLG &Y TS DR 90 JAAYVERGY ITEETAL

Chromolithograph illustration of the Battle of Elassona and the victory of the Greek army (*)

iEdit. D, Sonides, Salonigue

Two Greek divisions move in a circular motion against the Turks who are fortified on the heights north of the city.
Artillery fire has preceded. The enemy is forced to retreat.



THE FIRST BALKAN WAR: THE OPERATIONS IN THESSALY

MAKTACNTIA, - MAXH UHI LA ARRONOY

Photographic depiction of the Baitle of Elassona.
Erroneous description of Macedonia, Romaides & Zeitz (RZ monogram bottom left ) (**)

Two great photographers, A. Romaides and F. Zeitz, collaborate. The former, due to his advanced age, assigns the difficult task
of photographing the Greek army to the latter, while he himself undertakes the distribution and commercial exploitation
of the material. Several of their photographs are published in the press of the times or become postcards.

RAAHNO-TOYPKIKOE MOAEMOZE 1912, ‘H peydin £podos wdy EdCovav el Asondrry,
. |

Greco-Turkish War 1912, The great raid of the Evzones on Deskati (%)
*Budooss 1. N. "Adstdun—"Ev Hewgassi do. 130

The Evzones detachment fights and expels the Turkish garrison that has been fortified on a hill,
while later is repelling its counterattack. Deskati is captured by the Greeks on October 8th.



THE FIRST BALKAN WAR: THE OPERATIONS IN THESSALY

o2 4 . ny Py Pl RN
EAAHNO - TOYPEIEDE TIOAEMOZ 1912, "H peydin pdgn wod Zopgavieniped.

Lithograph depiction of the great battle in the straits of Sarantaporos
October (9/10) - Greco-Turkish War 1912 (**)
‘Ewdoaw I N. 'Alstdun—"Ev [Tewosi do. 120

Sarantaporo is a well fortified location whose defense organization has been overseen by German officers. Here the 1st,
2nd and 3rd Greek divisions clash fiercely with the fortified forces of the Turks. The 5th Greek division operates west to
Lazarades and faces strong resistance. The 4th division carries out a circular movement in the southern rear of the enemy.

" H @YTH TON TOYPKAN TTONEMOEL /9/2
'META THN MAXHN EAPANTATIOPOY

During the night, the Turks are informed
of the threatening movement

of the dth division

and, taking advantage

of the darkness and the rain.
escape through the straits of Porta.
The Battle of Sarantaparos

is the first significant victory

of the Greek army

and opens wide the way

to Western Macedonia.

The flight of the Turks after the Battle of Sarantaporos
Unknown editor, numbered 156 front bottom right (**)



THE FIRST BALKAN WAR: THE OPERATIONS IN THESSALY

The casualties of the Greek army in all operations
in the wider area of Sarantaporos
are 182 dead and 1000 wounded.

KYPIAKOYAHEZ MAYPOMIXAAHZ .
*Avtumeyteypodgyns voi Telon
"Hoainds memin #y 1f piyy toy Aatogddoy (Zo-
govramdgou) T 9 Ozvmfigion 1012,

Kyriakoulis Mavromichalis, Licutenant Colonel of the Infantry

and commander of the 22nd Regiment, is depicted on horseback.

A son of the well-known Havmmschab-. Sfuamiily, he fell heroically in the Battle of Lazarades, west of Sarantaporos,
on October 9, 1912, Unknown editor (**)

Due to the disorderly flight
of the Turkish army,

22 Turkish cannons

and a large amount

of ammunition

fell to the Greek army.

EAARNOTOTPRIROE MOAEMOE 1912 Tz Addopz o) Yapaveanipah,

Greco-Turkish War 1912. The spoils of Sarantaporos. Realistic photographic depiction
of the dead horse, indicative of the intensity of the battle. (**)



THE FIRST BALKAN WAR: THE OPERATIONS IN MACEDONIA

mhlt TH3 KOZANHE

*Exédacec " Inniecor

= .-‘ - 8 » ‘ ’
Lithographic depiction of the occupation of Kozani - Cavalry attack.
An exaggerating artistic synthesis promoting heroism, Unknown editor, numb. 115 (*%)

In the early evening hours of October 11, part of the Cavalry brigade entered Kozani without encountering resistance.

1912 — 1913 The occupation of Grevena (0)
Edit. D, Sonides, Salonigue

Grevena is officially occupied on the morning of October 15th by the Evzones detachment of Colonel Engineer
§. Gennadis without resistance. The Gennadis detachment consists of the 1st and 4th Evzones battalions.



THE FIRST BALKAN WAR: THE OPERATIONS IN MACEDONIA

T Cmemre Sreeo v 19)0. ol de Mailard

FAANNOTONPRIKOL [TOAEMOE 1912 10 pdoy 0d Kathanion,

Greco-Turkish War 1912. The Battle of Kailaria (Ptolemaida)
(o) Inscribed at the top front in French by the sender and sent from Athens to France, Pau Basses — Pyrenees, 24/12/1914

Although there were no Turkish troops in the city, the 5th Division was forced to confront the Turkish inhabitants,
who were organized and armed. Resistance quickly collapsed and on the afternoon of October 15, the city was captured.
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Greco-Turkish War 1912. Turkish prisoners (*)

1 » L ) ¥y
Kudome I N AL pEukge- e Liri

These are the residents of Kailaria who resisted the Greek troops. They do not wear military uniforms since they do not belong to
regular Turkish forces. Photograph by A. Romaides and F. Zeitz from which their logo has been removed from the right front
edge of the postcard during its publication.
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Doxology on the occasion of the entry of the Greek army inte Litochoro, Unknown editor, (%)
All the inhabitants of the village are gathered in front of the church of Agios Georgios wearing their festive clothes.
The Abbot of the monastery of Agios Dionysios and the six priests of the village lead the outdoor doxology.

The center of the festivity is dominated by the Greek flag.

On October 16, 1912, after the announcement of the entry of the Greeks into Katerini,
the residents of Litochoro moved threateningly against the small Turkish garrison that eventually surrendered.
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New Greek Territories - Veria, North Macedonia, unknown editor, (*)
Greek soldiers in the foreground, the city in the background.

The 2nd division of the Greek army enters Veria at noon on October 16, 1912,
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O BIAAOXOE KOMNETANTINOE IYNOMHAON META XOFIKOM EIE BOAJENA
LE PRINCE HERITIER CONSTANTIN PARLANT AVEC: PAYSANS A VODENA

Crown Prince Constantine talks fo villagers in Vodena (Slavic name for the city of Edessa), (**)
To his left, Prince George and officers of his staff. Photograph by A. Romaides and F. Zeitz, F.R. & Z. Athen bottom right

*Exbooig «"Elknyinfic [Nivarodijxncs

The city was liberated on October 18, 1912,

O Diddoros Kevoravelvos oUvONEpaiETos e
@ peca Mawedivarv v Movasinpie

The same as the above cliché in a coloured version, unknown editor, numbered 167 bottom left (*)
The description “Crown Prince Constantine talks to villagers in Vodena™ has been replaced with
“Crown Prince Constantine talks to Macedonians in Monastir”. This is clearly incorrect information.
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Gienitsa, in front of the holy city of the Mohammedans

Unknown editor, numbered 124 bottom left, (o) Inscribed at the top front in French by the sender

and sent from Athens to France, Pau Basses — Pyrenees, 12 MAP.13 (photocopy extraci)

Chromolithographic depiction of the impetuosity of the Greek attack against the Turks who were fortified on a hill.

In the background on the right, the Muslim element of the city is emphasized. The date of the battle is given as October 21st

because in the early morning hours of that day the movement of the divisions involved was completed.

Gianitsa is the site of the first Ottoman settlement in Macedonia and the mausoleum
of their great military commander Gazi Ahmet Evrenos.
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A cﬂmpmhmwe H:ﬁogmph.ic mremremfwu of the Battle of (;mnnmu (**}

October 20th is commemorated as the date of the substantial victory of the Greeks.

A moving short poem for the fallen Greeks accompanies, printed on very small scale,

but very clearly, which is quite an achievement for the printing techniques of the times (photocopy extract)

‘Exbéing A B. MAIXAL "Adnve (IThawia *Kdv. Toanting).

The victory of Giannitsa on October 19-20, 1912, paves the way for the liberation of Central Macedonia and Thessaloniki.
Greek casualties amount to 200 dead and 800 wounded. A large number of Turks are captured.
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MAXH ENI THE AIMNHI TSN FIANITEQN — COMBAT SUR LE LAC DE YANITIA

Battle of the lake of Giannitsa (o) posted to Belgium.
Greek soldiers in full gear take aim at enemy positions. Photograph by A. Romaides and F. Zeitz
The issuers' postcards are issued in two different types of their logo. Both types are shown in the photocopies extracts,
*Exbdodic «'Elinvinic Hivanodfmes

These are men of the 3rd division operating north of the lake.

() dmofzvacianas oy Tavszay Bro tod aspefdhman nee ndon th
i @ : ¢ i
tElopay Iaro (Canzsr) .

The decimation of the Turks by Greek artillery near the railway bridge and the junction at Platy (Giannitsa)

The scene is a paint work by Richard Caton Woaodville Jr. , signed “R. C. Woodyille” bottom left (Photocopy extract).
Richard Caton Woodville Jr. (1856 — 1927) was an English artist and illustrator, who is best known

for being one of the most prolific and effective painters of hattle scenes in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
Clearly misspelled Greek description due to the card’s printing abroad, a common practice of the times with similar results.
(o) Inscribed at the top front in French by the sender and sent from Athens to France, Pau Basses — Pyrenees. 1913.

The battle at Platy, southeast of Giannitsa, was fought on October 20 and ended in the enemy's retreat,

which left the southern access to the bridges of the Axios river uncovered.
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The Turks, during their withdrawal,
partially or completely destroy

the bridges of the river.

The crossing of the river by the victors
is delayed for almost two days

due to the technical difficulties

of the crossing,

which is finally carried out

on 24-25 Qctober 1912,

KATAITPADEIZA TE®YPA TOY AZIOY

Destroyed bridge over the Axios River, with its remaining foundations (**)
"Embdrns A. B. MAZXAZ *Adnvar ([Harsia *Edv. Toaxeing).

m - ; Greco-Turkish War 1912
La riviére de Vardar (Macedonie) The crossing of the Aliakmon

River through a floating bridge (**)

Buldor 1o N Al Iihiat dg. 179

B BT A BV

et

EAAMNRO - TOYFKIROE JTIOAEMOZX 1812, 'H hepfdtevEic ton "Alidmiovoe
morapo® v Maxedovie

T — o

AIABAZIIZ NYPOBOAIKOY EN AZIQ: NOTAMQ
AlA AEMBOZEYKTOY TFE®YPAZL

The artillery crossing the Axios River
(0) Armée d’orient Postal Sector 513 20-2 17, addressed to Seine et Oise, France

Both postcards come from the same photograph. Apparently the description of the first posteard (Aliakmon River) is incorrect.
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The historic inn where the surrender of Thessaloniki is sigrned
(0) AGHNAI ATTIOZTOAH 16 OKT. 16 to France, French military censor cachet on back (photocopy extract)
AL Phllistat Wik Ahdges

This is the Topsin mansion, headquarters of the General Staff. Here, after three days of persistent efforts and marathon
negotiations between the Commander-in-Chief Crown Prince and the Turkish Supreme Commander-in-Chief Hasan Taksin Pasha,
the surrender of the city is signed. The protocol is signed at 01.30 am on the 27th but dated 26 October 1912.

Kaeadnic 190 oibnpoboaiixat tadued Oegakkovikys e :
#ul OmoBoaxd Tob Bxgpvoctagels EAAyixch sdxtob, ol o
sysntoandvon Bzosehovinng Y 27 ° Oxtwfipion 1912 |
La prise de la Station de Salonique, et la reception de
Parmée Heéllénique qui & occupé la ville 1e 27 Octobre 1912

The occupation of the Monastiri railway station (Thessaloniki) by the 7th Greek division
and the reception of the laurel-crowned Greek army. Date 8 am, October 27, 1912 (**)
Fdit. D, Sonides, Saloniqne
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Eig Gvapvacey Tig £vE4alon dvawnthigsws s gpxizg
Bzoouiovings Hmd Tov sthdvey 1§ 27 "Oxzmipion (912
Sonvenir de la drorieuse réoccupation de Salonigue
par les Evzones le 27 Oclobre 1912

o s bt ; ¢ v

Int memory of the glorious liberation of ancient Thessaloniki by the Evzones on October 27, 1912 (*)
Misspelled Greek description.
Edit D Sonides, Salonigne

At 14:30, two battalions of Evzones, a cavalry unit and four artillery batteries entered the city. They headed towards the
Command Headquarters via Egnatia and occupied the barracks, the Customs house and the Telegraph Office.

} 5 : : * =

Souvenir of Thessaloniki - Entry of the Ist division of the Greek army inte Thessaloniki on October 28, 1912 (*)

Editeur : Albert J. Barzilai.

At 11:00 am, the Crown Prince, dressed in campaign uniform, leads the division.
The marching stops at Agios Minas church, where a doxology is performed.
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ENGYMION GEZ3 ; .
dgufis afz A M. wod fomifo; Teoppion sl Seeoniorda, S A i by}
L'Arrivée de 5. M. e Roi Georges, TREL 3 % : .

Souvenir of Thessaloniki - The arrival of HM King George I in Thessaloniki on October 29, 1912, The king, on horseback,
crasses the Egnatia Highway accompanied by the Crown Prince Constantine, also on horseback, in torrential rain (*)

Editeur ; Albert J. Barzilai.

The King's procession passes by the White Tower and ends at today’s 3rd Army Corps. The 1st division,
a detachment of Evzones and Cretans of the regular army are lined up along the entire length of the procession route.

gy Haozaloving e A-M.
=7 24 'Owrwipiov 1912
b R ue HENEnes:

Entrance into Thessaloniki of HM King George I of the Hellenes and his entourage on October 29, 1912,
March along the Egnatia Highway (*)

Ldit D. Sonides, Salonigue

From the today’s 3rd Army Corps, the king and his entourage board the cars depicted in the postcard
to move to the designated "palace”, the residence of Cleonas Hatzilazaros.
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The Greek army also captured 70 cannons,
30 machine guns and a large number

of other weapons and ammunition.

At the same time, 25,000 Turkish soldiers
were captured along with

approximately 1,000 officers.

TA OHAA TOY [TAPAACBENTOL ETPATOY
BEIZAACOMNIKHE

The weapons of the surrendered army of Thessaloniki (**)
Part of the 75,000 Turkish Manser-type rifles in Thessaloniki that were handed over to the Greeks according to the supplementary
pl‘Otv‘.}Cﬂl of October 2?, 1912 EXADEIL EAAHN, MINAKOGHKHE agHNAI

F . FAAHHO-TOYPHIKDE TTOAEMOL 1912-1243

i -

Banitsa is a strategically important position
where the roads connecting Monastir '
with Kozani and the Giannitsa plain pass.
On October 21, 1912, the 5th Greek
Division tried, unsuccessfully,

to occupy the area as it encountered
heavy Turkish resistance.

Eventually Banitsa was taken

without a fight, on November 7, 1912.

Greco-Turkish War 1912-1913. The Battle of Banitsa (Vevi, Florina) (**)
Chromolithographic interpretation of the battle, unk. editor, n. 189 bottom right.
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TGYPKOI ETPATIGTAI AIXMAAQTO! Fif GETFOS0N
PRISONIERS SOLDATS TURCE A OSTROVO

Turkish prisoners after the battle at Ostrovo (Arnissa, Western Macedonia) (**)

EKAOLIE EAAHN. MINAKOOHKHE AHNAI

The Greek army, after a difficult march through Mount Vermion, occupied Ostrovo
on November 5, 1912 afier a clash with the Turkish army.

Lithographic interpretation of the battle and capture of Florina by the first cavalry regiment
on November 7, 1912 (*¥)

"Exdirng A B, MAZXAL *Afivm (IThareia *Edv, Teaméing).

Turkish prisoners are captured and abundant military equipment is confiscated,
as well as twelve railway steam locomotives and 300 railway wagons.
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‘Souvenir de Salonique (Gréce)

Souvenir of Thessaloniki (Greece) (*) numbered 272.s bottom right
The Aegean Squadron of the Greek fleet. At the top left of the card the Greek Coat of Arms. It is flanked on the right by
the official flag of the Greek Royal Navy (gold royal crown in the center), and on the left by the national war flag at sea.

Edttenr A, B. Pasihas - 4. 8 Flisbeg — AthEnes < Patras

The Greek fleet is the only significant naval force of the Balkan allies. It consists of four battleships, (one newly built
and three older), four large destrovers (scouts) newly purchased, two medium destroyers, newly purchased. eight small destroyers,
one submarine, five very old torpedo boats and other units. It also includes 90-100 requisitioned merchant ships.
It is headed by the Admiral P, Kountouriotis. It lags behind in speed, displacement and power to the Turkish in a ratio of 2:3.

The armed cruiser battleship “Averaf™ (**)
No, 504, Ealteur: N, Aliklotis, Candie (Crite)

The best warship between the Greek and Turkish fleets. It stands out for its high speed of 22-23 knots and the volume of fire
per side. It has a displacement of 10,200 tons and a crew of approximately 700 men.
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The crew of the “Averof™, during prayer. (**) unk. editor, n. 215 bottom right
The men are lined up at the stern, among them the Admiral P. Kountouriotis can be seen.
To his right is the Governor, Lieutenant Colonel and Chief of Staff of the Fleet Commander 8. Dousmanis.
To his left stands the Fleet Chaplain Archimandrite D. Daphnos. Photograph by A. Gaziades (not inscribed) .

TO EAAHNIKON 8@PIKTON WAPA
Chromolithographic illustration of the Greek battleship "Psara”, unk. editor
{0) Posted from the French forces in Smyrna CORR. D" ARMEES*SMYRNEE 13 DEC 09 to Rhone, France

Of the same type as “Spetses” and *Hydra”. It was built by order of the Greek government in 1890, in Havre, with designs
and studies by the French chief engineer Dupont. Displacement 4,900 tons. Initial speed 17.5 knots, however during the Balkan
Wars it has been reduced to 12-13 due to age. Commander Captain A. Miaoulis. She participates in the seizure of the islands
of Samothrace and Lesvos while she takes part in the naval battles of Elli and Lemnos.
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EAJQAZ - Bwpnrrov Lncroar
GRECE .~ Cuirassé Spétzia.

Hellas - The battleship "Spetses"”, photograph by A. Gaziades {not inscribed) (*)
Artistic addition of the Greek naval flag at the stern of the battleship.

= -
. Exdogrc Serpaln s Miradorovder Ao

Of the same type as “Hydra” and “Psara”. Displacement 4,900 tons. Operational speed 12-13 knots.
Commander of the 2nd Battleship Squadron, Captain P. Ginis. Participates in the taking of the islands of Thassos and Lesvos.
Also takes part in the naval battles of Elli and Lemnos.

EAAAZ - Bewpnuby ' Yoea
GRECE - Cuirassé Hydra

Hellas - The battleship " Hydra", photograph by A. Gaziades (not inscribed) (*)
Artistic addition of the Greek naval flag at the stern of the battleship.

. . fa :
- - Exdos Bapaisy wai Meyalarovior AN,

Of the same type as *Spetses” and “Psara”. Displacement 4,900 tons. Operational speed 12-13 knots due to age.
The captain was the Reserve Licutenant P. Kontostavlos. She participated in the capture of the island of Lesvos.
She also took part in the naval battles of Elli and Lemnos.
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Our new destrayer "Panther", built at the Cammell, Laird & Co Ltd. shipyards,

M . i jiss
i.ﬂ fannnel Fhce & Saus Faiedrd,
ART PUBLEMERT TO THER MAJESIIES TiHE o NG & QUEEN

This is one of the "beasts" of the Greek war navy. The other three were the "Aetos”, the "lerax”, and the "Leon”.

The four ships were originally ordered from Argentina and were purchased ready to launch when the Balkan War seemed
inevitable. On September 19, 1912, they raised the Greek flag although they still had foreign crews. They were initially called
"detection ships" and not "destroyer ships" as they did not bear torpedoes. The torpedoes were acquired after the Balkan Wars.

Its displacement is 1,033 tons. Speed 31 knots. The "Panther”, former Argentine "Santiago”, is commanded by the Reserve
Lieutenant Commander A. Miaoulis. She participates in the capture of Daphne and Karyes on Mount Athos.

r

G ERR

-

"Giedda,

Hellas — The destroyer " Thyellu"
(0) Armée d’orient 17-6 16, addressed to Pontarlier, France

Edit DL Sounides, Salonigqae
One of four similar type destroyers built by order of the Greek government at the Yarrow shipyards in England during the period

1905-1907. Of the same type were the “Sfendoni”,” Longhi” and “Nafkratousa”. Displacement 350 tons, speed 30 knots.
Commanded by the Lieut. Commander A. Vlachopoulos. It participates in the capture of Daphne and Karyes and the Ikaria island.
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The uniforms of the Hellenic Royal Navy were eventually
shaped in 1887. They were influenced by

the French style, a fact that was due to the French
Admiral Lauren Joseph Lejeune.

These uniforms remained until 1915

when the English-style uniforms, that are still

in use today, were established.

During the Balkan Wars, the sailors of the units

wore the same equipment as the Infantry soldiers.

Untitled, (**) Chromolithographic illustration

of the winter dark biue uniform of u Greek sailor

of the landing unit

with the Greek naval flag in the background.

The cap with a black silk ribbon and the woolen fabric tunic
can be seen.

The white blue collar sits on the tunic while

the jumper, bearing horizontal stripes, is inside the funic.
The long and wide trousers are fastened

ai the bottom by the gaiters.

Grorors Fexis fomeur Araenes (Grece) NoQFTL

On October 8, the island of Lemnos is taken
without a fight by two companies of Kefalonians
of the 20th Infantry Regiment under Captain Kontaratos.
British approval has been previously secured.

The natural and safe harbour of Moudros is

transformed, from scratch, into an advanced naval base
thanks to the hard work of the crews.
From there, the Greek tleet begins its liberating expeditions.

HKATAAHVIE
THI AHMNOY

Lithographic depiction of the occupation
of Lemnos by naval men raising the Greek flag, (*)
Edit 1. Sonides, Salonigne
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O BOTEHE KAMONIZOGN TAZ TOFMAAAZ TOY REGLAGE DES TORPILLES PAR VOTSIS

Votsis arranges his torpedoes, (*) | lepton stamp affixed top left and cancelled to order

KouuownohBaypagsior Aduheow [ Asmiagn -Kiprups

The Greek Aegean Fleet has five torpedo boats. These are the "11", the "12", the "14", the "15" and the "16".
They are all very old. They were built in 1884-1885 at the Vulcan shipyards in Stettin, Germany (today's Szczecin, Poland).
They underwent a conversion during which a second boiler and funnel were added in a factory in Piraeus. Greece.
The conversion increased their speed from 18 to 25 knots, Displacement 85 tons.

YIOTAOIAPXOE N. BOTZHE

in Thessaloniki (**) Chromolithographic illustration, unk. editor, numbered 136 bottom right
On the right side of the card is depicted the torpedo boat "11" with the Greek flag. It is incorrectly depicted as having only
one funnel, as after the 1905 conversion it had two. In the center the lighthouse of the Karabournos fortress is depicted
with its huge searchlight and the large Turkish flag. The photograph of N. Votsis on the left.

N. Votsis was bon in 1877 in Hydra. He was the nephew of Rear Admiral P. Kountouriotis and captain of a torpedo boat,
He sailed into the port of Turkish-occupied Thessaloniki, escaping the attention of the Turkish coastal gunners.
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KATALTPO$H TOYPKIKOY OOPHKTOY
YN0 EAAHNIKOY TOPRIAAOBOAQY

.!l e oo ¥ _—#P-- - - -—J =
The destruction of a Turkish battleship by a Greek torpedo boar - Thessaloniki, October 18, 1912
Chromolithographic illustration of the sinking of the Fethi Bulent and the panic that prevails
(**) unk. editor, numbered 135 bottom right

The torpedo boat "11" fires three torpedoes. The first two find their target while the third hits the harbor breakwaler.
The direction is deliberately such that the two foreign warships which are nearby not to be hit. The Fethi Bulent
was built in England n 1872 and repaired in 1907. It sinks completely and 13 sailors and the ship's Imam lose their lives.

£ oo . 2 ('™

N. Votsis - The Destroyer 1912 - K. Kanaris, The fire-raiser 1821 (*)
Chromolithographic depiction of the laurel-crowned heroes. The burning of the Turkish flagship is depicted on the right,
a theme taken from the well-known painting by Nikephoros Lytras.

Konstantinos Kanaris, a legend of the Greek Revolution of 1821, blew up the flagship
of the Turkish fleet on the night of June 6 to 7, 1822, avenging the massacre of Chios.
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With the arrival of the Greek fleet, the Greeks of the city
pour into the streets,

squares, the waterfront, the port, and the beaches, celebrating
furiously.

One of the first measures of the Greek administration is
the issue of a commemorative series of stamps.

The issue is carried out by surcharging the confiscated
Otroman stamps with the phrase

"Greek Occupation of Mytilene".

The word "Occupation” marks the temporary nature

of the island's incorporation into Greece.

The official incorporation takes place

11 vears later, in 1923, with the Treaty of Lausanne.

.

Souvenir n
: enir de Melelin.
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Greek occupation af Mytilene, November 8, 1912 (**)
D.B.D. editor, inscribed bottom left

Admiral Kountouriotis delivers an ultimatum

to the Ottoman authorities demanding the immediate
surrender of the city. A meeting is held with the participation
of the authorities and the notables, Greeks and Muslims,

of the city. At this meeting, the surrender of the administration
of the city is agreed upon in combination with the unhindered
withdrawal of the Ottoman armed forces of 1,500-2,000 men
who were driven to the interior of the island. At 12.30 pm,

a naval detachment of 250 men and an infantry battalion with
15 ofticers and 1,019 men land at the site of today’s

Customs House. Dozens of Greek flags wave in Christian
homes and public buildings. A doxology is held

in the metropolitan church of Saint Athanasius,

Metropolitan Cyril of Mytilene officiating.

. da}a,;gpfn
H Ewionpos wapddome v féa_ru‘m.L

164

Souvenir of Mytilene - The celebration of the liberation,
Mytilene November &, 1912.

The first Greek landing.

The doxology.

The official surrender of the authorities.

(*) Trithematic, unk. editor, numbered 164 bottom right
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Souvenir de Metelin.

Souvenir of Mytilene - The Greek fleet in Mytilene on the first day of the occupation,
with residents watching its arrival
(*), unk. editor, numbered 163 backside bottom left

A section of the Greek fleet led by the flagship "Averof" and three battleships arrive in Mytilene at 7 am on November 8.
The ship's band plays patriotic songs that excite the people that observe the spectacle in amazement.

!'.
 KAToXx H |‘_"\L_YT|[‘H[‘H5
C 0L AIXppApNRTOY

Occupation of Mytilene - The captured Turkish soldiers (*) Photocard, unk.editor

Gradually, the Greek army is reinforced by an additional 1,500 men and many local volunteers. Among them the famous Lesbian
Phalanx, consisting of 210 Lesbian immigrants. The Turkish soldiers remain fortified in the camp of Klapados, in the north-
western part of the island. During the final attack of the Greeks, the bombardment of the camp is supplemented by precision shots
from the Greek navy. The Turks surrender on December & and many of them are taken prisoners and sent to Piraeus.
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On the night of November 9, Lieutenant Commander
P. Argyropoulos, commander of the torpedo boat "14",
without obtaining relevant order, carries out

an extremely daring venture.

He sails into the bay of Kydonia,

(Ayvalik - Asia Minor - Turkey).

torpedoes and sinks the brand new and war-ready
Turkish gunboat Trebzon.

Her crew has managed to abandon her

while her captain refuses to surrender

and sinks with her, locked in his cabin,

O EN AiBAAHI TOPNIAAHZIAE TOYPKIKON
MOAEMIKON, AZIQMATIKOZ APTYPOMOYAOE

Officer Argyropoulos, destroyer
of the Turkish warship in Ayvalik (**)
*Exbimng A, B, MAEXAE "Adhval (ITkaveia *Edv. Toumitng).

He was born in Archanes, Heraklion, Crete, in 1894,
His godfather being Eleftherios Venizelos,

Prime Minister of Greece.

As a third-vear naval cadet, he led and succeeded

in his efforts to allow cadets to participate in the Balkan Wars.
As a naval officer, he was killed

in Chios in a clash with the Turkish army on
MNovember 17, 1912,

He was the first student of the Naval Cadet School
to fall on the battlefisid.

Every vear, a memorial service,

a speech, a wreath-laying ceremony

and a sailing race, “the Pastrikakeia”,

are held at the School in his honor.

His bust adorns the School's garden.

il -

Twivene Haotoeds s, — Jesn Pastricakis.

Toannis Pastrikakis (**)
No. 301, Editeur: N. Aligiotis, Candie (Crite)



THE FIRST BALKAN WAR: THE NAVAL OPERATIONS
IN THE AEGEAN SEA

.'.
|18
Eg -.‘I i =i ! ;
The occupation of Chios island - Interpretation of the landing of the Greeks on November 11, 1912 (**)

‘Exbirs A, 8. MAEXAL *Adava (Iaveie *Edv. Toamitng).

The Turkish commander refuses to surrender. The men of the landing party with rowing boats operate at the Kontari position,
4 km. south of the city of Chios. Receiving heavy fire from the land, they demonstrate admirable composure and heroism,
The gunboats of the requisitioned ships assist in this effort and finally the enemy resistance is broken.

"o
o - -
o - I

Souvenir of Chios - Chios 1912, pursuit of the Turkish army by a Greek detachment
{(**) unk. editor, numbered 165 bottom left

After the victorious landing of the Greeks, the city of Chios was evacuated by the Turkish army and is occupied
on November 12, 1912, The Ottoman garrison withdrew to a hill near the city from where it was expelled by the Greek forces
by the evening of the same day. Eventually, the Turkish forces fortified themselves in more protected mountainous positions
in the interior of the island.
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Chios - Arrival of Turkisk prisoners in the city, (*) unk. editor

The Turkish forces resisted vigorously until December 20, 1912, Then a coordinated attack was launched by the reinforced Greek
forces, numbering about 5,000 men. The surrounded Ottomans surrendered (37 officers and 1.800 soldiers).
The liberation of Chios cost the Greeks 36 dead and 166 wounded.

Hogélacig 1o Eldny. otgar. év [Tlavsia K(vov — Xiog

ek - <
Chios - Greek army parade in Constantine Square, (**) unk. editor

The Greek army parades victorious and triumphant in the central square of Chios after the completion of the operations,
which has been renamed “Constantine Square™ in honor of the Crown Prince Constantine - Commander-in-Chief of the Greeks,
Today, the site houses the monument to the heroes of the liberation of the island,
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O “ABEROD,, BANADN KATA THN NAYMAXIAN L'ACTION DE L'AYEROF PENOANT LE COMEAT WAVAL #
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The "Averof™ firing during the naval battle (**)
Photo by A. Gaziades, (inscribed bottom right), one of the most important photographers of Piracus, Greece.
Gaziades follows the ships of the Greek fleet and captures the war operations through his lens.
His photos are published in the French magazine "fllustration".

Baloms [ KAPAMOEAA, Xradior 10240,
G. CARABELAS ATHENES

This is a misleading description. In reality, the flagship pays homage "by cannon fire" to the Bulgarian Brigadier General
who visits her while she is anchored at Dedeagats (Alexandroupoli) on 15-16 November 1912, This was preceded by the transfer
of a Bulgarian army brigade there from Thessaloniki with the assistance of requisitioned Greek ships.

Greco-Turkish War 1912-1913 -The "Averof " pursues the Turkish flagship ai full speed (*). unk. editor, numb. 214 bot. right.
Extremely realistic depiction with the clouds and the smoke of the ships creating a unique ensemble that highlights the intensity of
the scene. The addition of flags on the bows is essential, denoting the identity of each ship.

On the morning of December 3, 1912, near the Dardanelles Straits, the Greek and Turkish fleets
clashed in the famous naval battle of Elli. The Turks defeated quickly retreated.
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Admiral Kountouriotis performs a daring maneuver
and, taking advantage of the speed of the "Averof",
detaches himself from the Greek squadron

and attacks the Turkish flagship.

The opposing admiral is surprised

and retreats in disorder. This initially leads

to the splitting and then to the flight

of the entire Turkish fleet.

Qu est la Flotte Turque? - Je 1" attends toujours ...
O tovprixos otoehos? Hovtote tov mepipeva!

“Where is the Turkish fleet? I'm always waiting for it | 7
Chromolithographic illustration of P. Kountouriotis,
(0) posted from Rome 21 3 1913 to France.

% Tratii & C. - Mitano
5 Reproduction [nterdite

This naval battle completes

the work

of the naval battle of Ellis,

It ensures Greece's dominance

in the Aegean

and the Eastern Mediterranean
with decisive consequences for
the outcome of the Balkan Wars.
The accuracy of the Greek fire,
in this conflict off

the island of Lemnos,
determines the final result,
Three Turkish battleships suffer
serious damage,

rE M, ) retreat into the straits
Combat faval du B Janvier 4518 and will never attempt
again until the end of the wars.

| Favimyio ez 5 ‘larovagiov 1513

|
s .
1,_:? o a

Naval battle of January 5, 1913. Chromolithograph depiction of the naval battle of Len-mns. .
The waving Greek flugs dominate. Signed K. K. hottom left (¥%) A. Pallis & Cie - Athénes
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Until 1912, Samos was in the status of a Hegemony,
with a Christian Hegemon vassal to the Sublime Port.
On September 7, 1912, a rebellion broke out
on the island led by the S5amian
Themistocles Sofoulis, later Prime Minister of Greece.
The rebels, among other things,
demanded the withdrawal of the Turkish army
that remained unduly on the island.
On September 23, 1912, the Ottomans,
after clashes,
were forced to abandon the island.

The Turkm.& troops of Samos are called uprm te evacuate
the island after the rebellion of September 1912.

Embarkation of the infantry on the Samian sailing ships.
{**) unknown editor, French postcard described in French.

After the rebellion of 1912, a local national assembly

was formed under the presidency of Soufoulis,

which proclaimed the union of Samos with Greece

in November 1912,

However, the Greek government initially did not accept it,
trying to avoid diplomatic complications. .

It is incorrectly stated that the expulsion

of the Turkish army took place in November 1912,

The correct date is September 23, 1912,

CHANASTALIZ AMOY  NokuPgios 1912
Awejaois Tovprivot Llpat i

o

Samos rebellion - November 1912, expulsion of the Turkish army
(**) bithematic postcard, unk. editor, numbered 302 botiom right
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On November 11, Sunday, at the church
of Saint Spyridon,

at2pm,

Th. Sofoulis, accompanied

by the island's authorities

{except for the Hegemon

who had been notifled

and had abandoned his residence),
proclaimed the union with emotion.

N {épymg ; JQ.’E‘

; bvm.n.f‘um

Souvenir of Sumﬂx, November 1912 - Proclamation of the Union with Greece
in a festive atmosphere (**) unk. editor, numbered 303a bottom right.

The development of the Balkan Wars,
especially after the interruption of peace talks
in London, leads the Greek government

to change its attitude. On March 2, 1913,
Saturday, the battleship "Spetsai"

and the requisitioned "Thessaly" are dispatched
with two army companies to occupy the island.
The destroyers "Niki" and "Velos" patrol the open sea.
The official union of Samos with Greece

will take place a few vears later, in 1923,

with the Treaty of Lausanne.

'JIMOL hof ,u fe x’ﬁ'ﬁe

Souvenir of Samos, November 1912 - Proclamation of the Union with Greece.
In the foreground, a crowd of people in front of the Hegemony building. Greek flags are waving proudly.
(*) unk. editor, numbered 303 bottom right.
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TEIPATEYE. ‘Enifiifiecic "Bilyvizol oroatodi Sud v “Hrripoy.

Piraeus - Embarkation of Greek army for Epirus (*%)

‘Budoore 1. N. Akelawny "BV Heicowi do. 62

The soldiers are transported by requisitioned cargo ships to the port of Astakos in Aitoloakarnania.
Their movement further north continues with multi-day, arduous marches.

© EAAHNIKOE ETPATOE THE HINEIPOY — L'ARMEE GREGC A L'EFIRE

The Greek army of Epirus (%)
Photograph by A. Romaides and F. Zeitz.

YExdooic «"Exknvixtic Tlivarodinmncs

The Epirus Army is initially formed by a force of 10,500 men supported by a mountain and a plain artillery squadron, Gradually,
many volunteer corps of Cretans, Epirotes, and Greeks of the diaspora will be integrated. Lieutenant General K. Sapountzakis
is placed as the head. The orientation of the Epirus Army is initially defensive, securing the rear of the Macedonian Front.
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The steamship "Eunrotas" (**)
Chromolithographic depiction of the ship with a displacement of 400 tons and a speed of 10 knots.

oa o 7 o K . -
= -F:Hl'}ﬁ‘.'rﬂ: '?r‘rfg'r’;ﬁl' miat Mirdominid pr _?"’,ﬁu-‘rr:

The [onian Naval Squadron is composed of 2 gunboats, 3 small gunboats and 4 steam-powered cruisers named after four rivers
of Greece. It is commanded by Captain 1. Diamianos. The "Evrotas” participates in the landings at Himara
and Agious Saranda while patrolling the lonian coast from Preveza to Vioré (Avlonas) and Durrés (Dyrrhachion).

; The Baitle of Gribove (*)
Chromolithographic extremely vivid depiction of the intensity of the confliet.

Editoar Dracos Papademetrius Athenes

On October 6, 1912, the Epirus army crossed the Turkish border by crossing the Arta bridge.
After a raid, it occupied the heights of Gribovo, west of the Arachthos River.



THE FIRST BALKAN WAR: THE OPERATIONS IN EPIRUS

‘0 morans; Aobasg r&:'Hnﬂ'qou seni* Bllnwas oronziirai psingpipories Smorpopine #.4.m. iz 'Fli.m.méda. -
Fa Mewve Loucos-d' Epira ot los soldats Gracs transportant des wivros oto. & Philippieda.

The Louros River in Epirus and Greek soldiers transporting fodder etc. to Philippiada
(0) XAAKIE 10 IOYA. 13 to Anvers, Belgium.

A. Pallis & Cie - Athénes

The Louros River in the Philippiada area receives a secondary tributary. It discharges itself into the Amvrakikos Bay.
It proves to be particularly useful for the needs of the army and the inhabitants until the occupation of Preveza.
The Turks, not having sufficient information about the strength of the Greek army, evacuated the area of Philippiada.
The city was liberated on the morning of October 12, 1912.
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! TPAYMATIAL ETPATIQTAI TON MAXGN THX HMAEIROY EN SIAINMIAR
we _SOLDATS ALESSES OF OOMBATE DERIRE A PHILIPRIAS Ko
Wounded soldiers of the barttles of Epirus at Philippiada
Photograph by A. Romaides and F. Zeitz, (o) IIPEBEZA 4 ®EB. 1913 to Paris, France.

YExbooig « Eddnvindic Hvarodipmes

From November 25, the headquarters of the Epirus Army was transferred to Philippiada to direct the operations from close
guarters. In parallel, exemplary health services were organized there, such as military hospitals, hospitals of the Greek Red Cross
or foreign Red Crosses under the supervision of the women of the Royal Family.
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Nikepolis, vanguard skirmish, chromolithographic illustration (*)
Unknown editor, numbered 144 bottom left

Early in the morning of October 20, the Greek attack is launched with the help of two artillery batteries.
The Turks use the ancient ditches of Nikopolis as trenches and stubbornly resist until noon.
Finally, they retreat at noon of the same day in front of the impetuous attack of the Greek army.
The Cretan volunteers led by K. Manos are the first to occupy the heights and raise the Greek flag.

.—---'.';-_-‘*r iz
“WNew Terrt puk.
IXANNINA 15 ATTP. 13,

5 lepta overprinted
“EAAHNIKH AIOIKHEE”
i.e. “Hellenic Administration™,
in order to cover the postal needs
of the territories under liberation.

o

Greek artillery entering the fortress of Preveza after its seizure.
In the foreground is the fortress of Agios Georgios.
(0) IQANNINA 15 ATIP. 13 to AGLINAT KENTPIKON 18 AITP. 13

A. Pallis & Cie - Athénes

The Turkish commander of the city, with the intervention of the consuls of the Great Powers, is persuaded and decides

to surrender Preveza along with its 800-man garrison. The prisoners are transported by boat to Lefkada, With the liberation
of this important port, sea communications are secured and at the sarme time the role of the Army of Epirus changes

from defensive to an offensive one with the ultimate goal of capturing loannina.
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EANHNO ~TOYPKIKOE TTOAEMOEL 1912
AWIMAXIA TIENTE TMNHTAAION

The Ottoman Governor of loannina, Esat Pasha,

launches an attack with five battalions

against two battalions of Evzones,

His focus is the fortified position of "Pente Pigadia”,

in the middle of the Ioannina - Arta route.

Skirmishes follow which last seven days, (24-30 October).
Eventually, the Turks retreat

and the Greeks consolidate in Epirus.

KPHTEEX NOAEMIETAI XEIMARAE 1912

Greco-Turkish War 1912 - Skirmish at “Pente Pigadia” (**)
Chromolithographic, unkn. editor, numb. 119 bottom right

Volunteer corps of Epirus and 200 Cretans
led by Gendarmerie Colonel and
Macedonian fighter Spyros Spiromilios
land at Himara.

After a short fight they capture

the Turkish garrison and liberate

the city and its area.

They remain there, almost undisturbed,
until the end of the operations.

Cretan Warriors in Himara 1912 (*¥)

Editenr A, B. Paschas — 4. 'H. Fldoga: — Athénes - Pairas
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Untitled, Lithographic depiction of the Garibaldi corps
with the Greek flug waving in the foreground (**)
The Crown Prince Constantine top right
Printed in Germany

Count A, Romas, Member of Parliament

for Zakynthos and former President of the Greek Parliament.
took part in the Balkan Wars as leader of the «Red Tunicsy.
In collaboration with the leader of the Italian Garibaldi,
Riccioti Garibaldi, son of the legendary Giuseppe Garibaldi,
conguered the heights of Drisco in [oannina after

a fierce battle with the Turks on November 26, 1912,

The next day, however, the Turks, reinforced, counterattacked

and due to their numerical superiority, forced the Garibaldi

to retreat after three days of fighting. The losses for the Greeks

are heavy, Among them is the great Greek poet
and member of parliament for Corfu,
Lorentzos Mavilis, who was mortally wounded.

THE OPERATIONS IN EPIRUS

The forces takes its name from the Italian
patriot and military man Giuseppe Garibaldi.
The Garibaldi uniform, from officer to soldier,
was designated to consist of a red tunic,
hence the name "Red Tunics",

accompanied khaki trousers

with blue lining. The officers' cap was red
and the soldiers' was khaki.

The men's armament consisted of Gras

rifles along with their accessories

due to the lack of sufficient

Mannlicher rifles at that time.
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Alexander S. Romas - Leader of the Garibaldi forces in Greece (*¥)
Unknown editor




THE FIRST BALKAN WAR: THE OPERATIONS IN EPIRUS

BEAAHNG TOFFEIHOZX

VIR0V

Greco-Turkish War 1912 — 1913 — The Greek artillery at Aetorrachi (*)
Chromolithographic illustration, unknown editor, nambered 220 front bottom right

In the Aetorrachi mountain range, the Turks have created an advanced defense line that is part of the fortifications of loannina.
Two battalions of Evzones and an artillery battery, after a 30-hour battle, force them to retreat. Despite the fierce efforts
of the Turks in the following days, the Greeks will maintain control. The battles last from 1 to 9 December 1912.

H MAXH THE MANQAIASAZ

The bartle of Manoliassa (**)
Photograph by A. Romaides and F. Zeitz

The Manoliassa hill is a defensive location of loannina in front of the Bizani fortress. It was initially occupied by the 2nd Division
with the assistance of Cretan volunteers on December 1, 1912. Terrible and bloody battles between the Greeks and the Ottomans
for the control of the hill will follow, lasting until the final capture of Ioannina in February 1913.



This is actually the hill of Prophet Elias,

an advanced position of the fortifications

of Manoliassa opposite the fort of Bizani.
The hill changes hands many times

as the two opponents passionately claim it.
The volunteer mayor of Limassol, Ch. Sozos,
is also killed here. Finally, the Greek forces,
comntrary to what the propaganda card states,
withdraw so as not to be decimated

after ten days of fighting.

NEIEMATILAHL MAKH ENI THE KOPY®MT TOY MTIZANIOY

December 10, 1912 - Stubborn battle on the summit of Bizani (*¥)
A close-quarters bayvonet battle between Greeks and Ottomans.
Unknown editor, numbered 171 front bottom right

Greco-Turkish War 1912 — 1913 — The batile of Korytsa (*)
Chromolithographic illustration
Edit D, Sonides, Salonigue

Early in the morning of December 7, 1912, a Greek detachment of the 3rd Division liberated the city of Koryisa (Korgég).
Extensive mopping up operations by the victors in Western Macedonia had preceded.
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Tt eyvopmhuore rod Madovion, Les remparts de Bisani,

L o
The fortifications of Bizani
(0) A@HNAI KENTPIKON 14 ATIP. 17 to Paris

A. Pallis & Cie - Athénes

The hill at Bizani, about 15km south of Ioannina, is a very strong point of defense for the Turkish defenders of the city.
On this rocky site, during the years 1909-1912, five important circular battle forts, made of reinforced concrete, with extensive
interconnection, invisible to the enemy, were built. The initiator of these fortification works is the Prussian Field Marshal
Von Der Goltz. Former Turkish soldiers of the New Turk movement are used as workers.

R

Bizani — Barhed wire (*)
"Exdpaig Pwroyeagsiov 6 3 Hiwe— ATPAL

The fortifications of Bizani are complemented by powerful machine guns, trenches and an extensive network of iron palisades
with barbed wire. At the same time, a dense telephone network has been developed to ensure easy communications.



THE FIRST BALKAN WAR: THE OPERATIONS IN EPIRUS

LAPOMOZ EMIN AlA - HANETA ] GUERRE GRECOTURQUE ROUTE VERS JANINA

Emin Aga - Kaneia Road | Greco Turkish war — The road to Ioannina (*)

o KgusienichiBorpageion Abuhgan [ 'Asmumn Kipruga

The Emin Aga inn is located on the road along the Louros River valley leading to Ioannina,
During the months-long siege of Toannina, the Greek General Headquarters and artillery observation post were established here.

Untitied - The Crown Prince and Commander-in-Chief Constantine with men of his staff during the operations in Epirus (**)
Photocard — Unknown editor

On the afternoon of January 10, 1913, Constantine arrived at the Epirus front and took over command, replacing Lieutenant
General K. Sapountzakis. The next day, he ordered a temporary ceasefire. He soon requested reinforcements to deal
with the losses from the previous battles and the particularly harsh winter, (freezing, frostbite).
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SAR e Prince Constantin avec e Prerier Ministre Monsieur Venizelos.
HOA-Y. & Aditoges pe il Beatiiow

The Crown Prince Constantine, in a report
to the Ministry of War on 30 January 1913,
requests the transfer of the entire

1st Division to Epirus.

Prime Minister E. Venizelos

visits the front to form a personal
perception of the situation,

Under the fear of the Bulgarians,

he decides to send limited

reinforcements so as not

to weaken the Macedonian front.

During their meeting, the two men

will be seriously endangered by enemy fire.

His R.H, the Crown Prince by Mr. Venizelos (*)

During the final phase of the preparations

for the liberation of loannina, in February 1913,
the Commander-in-Chief Constantine requested
a tight blockade of the coast of Epirus,

from where the Turkish army was supplied.

A new lonian Sea Squadron was then formed,
led by the battleship "Psara".

The commander of the "Psara", A. Miaoulis,
was appointed commander of the Squadron.
The blockade began at Preveza

and reached as far as Durrés (Dyrrachion),

GRICE. A hord du omirassier ,,Peara.’"E
No.98 ¢. ELEFTHRROUDAKIS, ATHERES.
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On the battleship "Psara” (*)
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The neck of Kaneta in the Manoliassa
mountain range is the natural entrance
to the Ioannina valley.

It was captured in mid-December 1912
and the Greek heavy artillery

was stationed here.

During the final attack,

the Greek headquarters

was established here,

poingd Lamatd

The Crown Prince Constantine at the headquarters of Kaneta (*)
Untitled, unknown editor

M. Papagiannakis is one of the Cretan
volunteer chieftains who joins
the Independent Cretan Regiment.
He participates in the general
Greek offensive in the early
morning hours of February 20, 1913,
where all the objectives of the army are achieved.

r
4

The heroic capture by the Cretans of the impregnable hills of Kastri and Mylos in Epirus under Chief M, Papagiannakis (**)
Chromolithographic depiction of the Cretans’ attack with the bayonet, oo A- 8 IARXAZ TaBive: R
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Greco-Turkish War 1912 — 1913 - His Majesty King CONSTANTINE is monitoring
the movements af the Greek army towards Manoliassa in Epirus (**)

£40, T, Ny Adelden “Hy Hewpeei dp. 270
Greek heavy artillery fire against the fixed targets of Bizani during the siege of Ioannina.

During these operations, Constantine is the Crown Prince. However, apparently at the time of the publication
of the above picture postcard, he had been proclaimed King afier the assassination of his father, George 1.

Greco-Turkish War 1913- Night bombing of Bizani
(o) AOGHNAI KENTPIKON 15 AEK. 13 to Alexandria, Egypt
Chromolithographic depiction, unknown editor, numbered 237 front bottom right
In the foreground, a vehicle and men of the Greek Health Service are treating the injured.

On February 19, 1913, the Greek artillery fired non-stop day and night against the enemy artillery positions and the main trenches
of the Turkish infantry. The Turks responded with almost all of the guns of Bizani, but without serious results,
and by noon they fell silent,
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Agios loannis Bounilas - TIOANNINA

(0) IQANNINA 29 MAP. 13 to AGHNAI KENTPIKON 6 ATIP. 13

A. Pallis & Cie - Athénes

Two daring officers of the 8th and 9th battalions, Iatridis and Velissariou respectively, continue the pursuit of the enemy despite
the order for a temporary cessation of hostilities. At 6 pm on February 20, 1913, they arrive at the hills of Agios loannis of
Bounila, on the southern outskirts of loannina near the headquarters of Esat Pasha and cut off the city's telephone communication
with Bizani. The telephone silence causes panic in the Turkish leadership and leads to the decision to surrender.

L
1 +

The Evzones dance in loannina (**)
Chromolithographic illustration

J. P. Vafakos, Publisher, Ci.ical,:-o. I

In the early hours of February 21, 1913, after negotiations, 1,000 Turkish officers, 32.000 soldiers and 108 cannons
were surrendered to the Gresk army. At noon on February 21, the battalions of the Evzones entered loannina
together with the cavalry. The following day, the Liberator Commander-in-Chief entered triumphantly.



THE ASSASINATION OF KING GEORGE 1

e )

The place where the National Martyr King George I was assassinated in Thessaloniki

{0) SALONIQUE 20 ??N 14 to Paris, France
In the foreground, as an honor guard, there stood men of the Cretan Gendarmerie in front of a memorial table
where there is a cross with a text from the Book of Revelation.

Kdit Do Sonides, Salonigne

On March 5, 1913, the King, who had already been in Thessaloniki since October 29, 1912, was assassinated
by Alexandros Schinas on a central street in the city. A month and a half later, the murderer committed suicide
by falling from the window of the Administrative Building, without his motives ever being clarified.

Edit D Sonides, Salonique

The procession of the Royal body begins on the morning of March 12, 1913 with 101 cannon shots. The coffin is placed
on a cannon casket, covered half with a Greek flag and half with a Danish flag. On it the crown, the sword with its scabbard and
the King's cap. The royal dead body is accompanied by an honorary guard of Evzones from the palace.



CONSTANTINE, KING OF THE GREEKS

KHAEIA BAE|IAEQE FEQFTIOY TOY A" LES FUNMERAILLES DE 5A MAJESTE LE ADI DE GRECE GEORGES A'.
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Funeral of King George I - His Majesty King Constantine with the Crown Prince and other princes of the foreign heirs (**)

A DPallis & Cie - Athenes

The embalmed body of George I is transported on the yacht "Amphitritis” from Thessaloniki to Piragus and it is exposed
to public pay homage for five days. The funeral service takes place in the Metropolis of Athens in a climate of heavy mourning,
The burial takes place on the royal estate at Tatoi.

g w3 Bouiy “Opruopogioc tov Deoetms thy “Ellgvey KONETANTINOY

The Qath-taking in Parliument of the King of the Greeks CONSTANTINE
(o) from Kavala 29 August 1913 to Samos, VATHY 8 ZEII 1913

“Egdoas [ N ‘Jirsd-.aq—+'}.‘v Hespnai d{d .‘.'_éﬁ

The new King was solemnly sworn in at 11 am on March §, 1913. With his aceession to the throne, substantial changes occurred
in the political situation of Greece. The different geostrategic approaches between Constantine and Prime Minister Venizelos
gradually led to open disagreements concerning the management of major national issues. The balancing and appeasing speech
of the deceased, versatile George I was no longer present. After the Balkan Wars, the conflict between the two men
would lead to the National Schism.
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General Mr. Kalaris, Commander of the 2nd Division in Thessaloniki (**)

A. Pallis et Cie - Athtnes 2082

On June 16, 1913, Bulgarian troops suddenly and simultaneously attacked the Serbs in Gevgelija and the Greeks in Pangaio
and Nigrita, without an official declaration of war ! The Second Balkan War had just broken out. On June 17,
the Commander of Thessaloniki, Major General Kalaris, delivered an ultimatum to the Bulgarian garrison commander.
This demanded the complete disarmament of his soldiers and their withdrawal from the city. The latter never responded.
Street fighting broke out that lasted all night. The men of the 2nd division were reinforced by the Cretan Gendarmerie.
Eventually, the entire Bulgarian detachment was captured.

‘ElknvoPoviyugueog Hékepog 1913

"Anbfacic Zvoatol dv Bscoalovixg ¢ et

Greco-Bulgarian War 1913 - Army landing in Thessaloniki (*)

Photo, Copyright by ,Atlautis®, Ine, Station E., New York

On June 20, 1913, Greek troopships arrived in Thessaloniki with military reinforcements. This was preceded by the arrival
of King Constantine and the issuance of a general order. This order emphasized the abandonment of the defensive attitude and the
launch of a counterattack by the Greeks. In June 1913, there were approximately 118,000 men of the Greek army in Macedonia.
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Bataille de Kilkds.

The battle of Kilkis (19-21 June, 1913) (*)

In the three-day battle on the heights of Kilkis, four Greek divisions overran successive lines of very well-organized fortifications
of the 3rd Bulgarian division and forced it into a complete retreat. The casualties of the Greek army were terrifying,
8,828 dead and wounded, including many officers.

The bayonet capture of the tents of the Bulgarian headquarters of Kilkis (*)
Chromolithographic depiction of the intensity of the Greek soldiers and Evzones attack.

CAttast 26 SEdGe0 54 - New Yosk

What prevails in the ranks of the Greek officers and soldiers is a strong desire for revenge that pushes them to stormy attacks
against the enemy trenches. Characteristic are the encouraging words of the Commander-in-Chief King Constantine to the soldiers
after the end of the battle of Kilkis - Lachanas: "Fight without mercy”.
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First victory of the Greco-Bulgarian War at the Battle of Lachanas 1913 (*%)
Lithographic illustration
Edit D). Sonides, Salonigue

The 1st and 6th Greek divisions fought stubborn, long and exhausting battles to capture the heights of Lachanas from 19 to 21
June 1913. Eventually the Bulgarians were driven out and retreated in disorder. However, they managed to cross the Strymon
bridge. The victorious outcome of the double battle of Kilkis-Lachanas opened the way for the liberation of Eastern Macedonia
by the Greeks. At the same time, it definitively ended the Bulgarian dreams of capturing Thessaloniki.

BOYATAFPOI ATXMAARTOT

Bulgarian Prisoners of War (*¥)

Approximately 2,500 Bulgarians are captured.
Nineteen cannons, five rocket launchers, 1,300 rifles and abundant material of all kinds are capfured.
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Greco-Bulgarian War 1913 — The great battle of Doirani (**)
Lithographic illustration
Ead TN CAkeEden #v Tleipoel 510

The 3rd and 10th Greek divisions attack on the morning of June 23 against the Bulgarian forces that have retreated and organized
south of Lake Doirani and the city of the same name. After a short but fierce fight and with the help of artillery, the Greeks
capture the city. The number of the Bulgarian prisoners is large, as well as those who drown in the lake
in their attempt to escape capture. The casualties of the Greek army are approximately 1,000 dead and wounded.

Adgupn ToD Awth T@v genkyipwv muképnon v 16 syhiug, ﬂ.{'{pﬁ:wﬂ; 1913
Butin dg Ja gnérre contre les bulgares A In station de Doiranifiii s, !
B ; il 0 . ). )

Spoils of the war against the Bulgariuns at Doirani station 1913
(o) TRESOR ET POSTES * 410* 21 OCT 15 to Maine, France
Edit D. Sonides, Salonigue

Doirani was a supply center for the Bulgarian army, with the result that the victory of the Greeks
secured them significant supplies, war loots and rich food supplies.
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The great battle of Stromnitsa and the Greek friumph (*) Lithographic depiction
During this batile, the brave Greeks caprured the Bulgarian flag on which the Bulgarians
had embroidered the phrase "Forward fo Athens".
Fadit 1Y, Sowides, Salonigne

*Elnvofoviyegixds Idkepog 1013

The Greek army, after two days
of fierce fighting,

expels the Bulgarians

from the Kerkini

mountain range

and descends

into the Strommitsa valley.
The city is captured

amidst

wild celebrations

by Greeks and Muslims

on June 26, 1913.

Later, with the peace treaty,
it will be annexed

again to Bulgaria.

_—

Bovkyapui) Enpaic Kvpwvieioa
év Zrpwpvitoy

Greco-Bulgarian War 1913 - Bulgarian flag captured in Stromnitsa (**)
A Greek soldier proudly presents the Bulgarian flag as a spoil of war.
Photo, Copyright by .Atlentis®, Ine., Station E, New York
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Greco-Bulgarian War - The lunding force that occupied Kavala (**)

Exuse T KAPAMNEAS, Sradion J2 - Adijea
G CAHABELAS ATHENES

On June 24, 1913, a deceptive naval demonstration is carried out by the Greeks in front of Kavala.
The battleship “Hydra™ and a large number of transports, which are of course empty, participate in it.
The Bulgarians mistakenly believe that a strong Greek landing is imminent and evacuate the city.
On June 26, 1913, three destroyers of the Greek fleet occupy the city.

H MEINAAH TEEYF, TOT JEMIPI'I.I!P THN I'JITCUAJ\' o B
YVIOXRPOYNTEE RATEXTPEWAN

The great bridge of Demir-Issar which the retreating Bulgarians destroyed (*)

P = sitgnm P e inetina
Lk it § et

On the morning of June 27, 1913, Greek military units attacked the village of Vetrina, which they eventually captured.
The Bulgarians then abandoned their positions and retreated east of the Strymon River, after first blowing up the large bridge
leading to Demir-Isar (Sidirokastro).
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His Majesty the King with the princes on the Demir-Issar bridge (*)

King Constantine in the foreground with his two sons, Crown Prince George and Prince Alexander, and members of his staff
on the repaired large Demir-lssar bridge. it took three days of great effort by the Greek engineers to repair the bridge.

les cadavres de plusicurs wictfmes des massacres comols par les Bulpares &
DéEmir- Hissar, Ao milfen, Végodt of fur enseveli e Méfropalite de Alélépiko.

The bodies of some of those massacred by the Bulgarians in Demir-Issar.
In the cenfer, the pit where the Metropolitan of Melenikos was buried. (**)
Translated from French — Unknown editor

The images of horror and massacres of Demir-Issar are complemented by corresponding vivid images in Nigrita, Doxato and
Serres. Now the Greek army often takes similar reprisals. Commander-in-Chief Constantine decides on a war to the last,
up to the complete destruction of the enemy and the capture of its own capital, Sofia.
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Greco-Bulgarian War 1913 - The major who occupied Serres, Mr. Mazarakis,
in the office of the Serres Governorate together with the Metropolitan (*%)

fxab. T M. "Adstden 'Ev Hezigawel ap. 200
On the morning of June 28, 1913, the Bulgarians scattered by the Greek army, as they retreated northward with the armed units of

the Bulgarian comitato, entered the city and set it on fire while they massacred many of its inhabitants. The Greek army
did not take the precaution of protecting the inhabitants and entered the city of Serres in the afternoon of the same day.

Untitled — Photograph by A. Romaides and F. Zeitz
Unknown editor, (0) Athens to Bucuresti, Romania, September 1914

The Greek army staff plans the operations for the capture of the Kresna Straits. In the center, King Constantine is seated.
To his left, seated. V. Dousmanis and 1. Metaxas, while S. Staikos is standing. To his right, seated, doctor Anastasopoulos,
Prince Christopher and X. Stratigos (in the Viennese rocking chair) while Prince Andreas is standing. '
Behind the King, standing, Crown Prince George.



Levunovo is located in the Strymon
Valley. on the Kresna Strait.

It was here that the Greek
Headquarters took at

position from July 6

until the signing

of the Treaty of Bucharest.

It is easily apparent that the photograph
has been artistically edited. It is one
of an impressive postcard

set of ten photographs related to
Constantine's leading role

in different scenes of the Balkan Wars.

L Awapoviy s Al ML rob Bamiidos v Asfoevogin

The stay of His Majesty the King in Levunove (**)

Combining all the ten postcards reveals the emblematic
figure of the Victorious Army Commander King,

as a descendant of the namesake last Bvzantine Emperor:
Constantine XII !

{photocopy)
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G.Roilos (1867-1928}

B 3

Constantine XII - Kresna 1913, by G.N. Roilos (**)
The postcard was issued in 1921 ! on the occasion of Constantine's departure for the Asia Minor campaign,
in memory of old triumphs and hopes for new ones !

I N ‘ Lijepodis  Xmparod

The Kresna Straits constitute a significant natural obstacle to the advance into the interior of Bulgaria.
The rapid advance of the Greek army does not give the Bulgarians time to fortify them.
G. Roilos (1867-1928) was one of the most important Greek painters of the Munich School with a particular interest in historical
and military themes. In the Balkan Wars he was at the war front, taking notes and giving pictorial compositions of the events
with liveliness and realism without focusing on a central element.

Greco-Bulgarian War 1913 - In the Straits of Kresna (*%)
Printed in Germany - Greek horse artillery during the crossing of the Strymon River through the Kresna Straits.
Phate. Copyright by  Atlantis®, Ine., Station F., New York

After crossing the Kresna Straits, the Greek army achieves a new impressive victory at the Bulgarian fortress of Simitli on July
13, but pays a heavy toll of blood. In the victorious battle of Dzhumaya, the Greeks face the Bulgarian counterattacks with
courage and determination, but they have reached the limits of their endurance.

The armistice of July 18 finds the victors just ten kilometers from the borders of the old Bulgarian state.
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The Greek army, crossing the Nestos River, continues successfuily in Western Thrace occupying Xanthi on July 12, 1913,
while the fleet advances to Porto Lagos and Dedeagats (Alexandroupolis) on July 11, 1913.

Cuerrieur QGrec, AU

The postcard has the same numbering as another
from the same editor
but with different content, see page 72.

On Hill 1378 the first Evzones regiment writes

the most brilliant page of the Greek epic. In the cruelest
and bloodiest conflict of the Balkan Wars

it loses 3/5 of its men and most of its officers.

From 12 to 15 July 1913 the hill changes hands

three times until it is abandoned by the Bulgarians,
Among the dead are the hero of Bizani

1. Velissariou and G. Kolokotronis,

grandson of the legend of the Greek

Revolution for Independence, Th. Kokokotronis.

EAAHNOBOYATAPIKCGE NOAEMOZ 1913

O dttdvator sitovor ondbvees tig phdyeg TOV TuoRaiin
G5 Omoing fyaTiey O ,Juw';m,:uhr, arpng Lnogmpiy
oo mapepmddiayy ¥ dpmnriotros i ‘EAkyy. Evgated,

Greco-Bulgarian War 1913 (*%)
Lithographic illustration of the Euzones jumping over the flames of the fires lit by the enemy during their retreat.
ixd. T. N "Adebdxn ‘Ev [loipausT ap 0



THE SECOND BALKAN WAR

1%, pouisul ol T :
EAAHNEZ ZTPATIOTAI KATAATOR@NTEE TA TNQSTA ZRVSIA

Greek soi'a‘:en chasing the well-known bugs (**)
Photcgraph by A. Romaides and F. Zeltz
.{:-.‘\I gur -’t. flJJ’\_JI |'

In addition to the cases of lice during the Second Balkan War, increased cases of malaria and smallpox are reported. However,
what particularly concerned the army health service was the cholera epidemic. 2,700 soldiers fell ill and 515 of them died.
The systematic vaccination of the entire army and a significant number of civilians had a serious impact on limiting the epidemic.

THE PEACE TREATY
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Cooperation between King - Prine Minister - Dousmani, at Hadzi — Beylik (Vyroneia Serres)
Unknown editor, (o) AGHNAT KENTPIKON 31 AEK. 13 to Munich

After the capture of Doirani, the Greek General Headquarters was transferred to Hadzi-Beylik, a railway station on the Doirani-
Sidirokastro Tine. There, Venizelos met Constantine twice. First on June 30, 1913, when the King rejected
the Russian proposal for an armistice. On July 14, Venizelos passed through the General Headquarters again on his way to the
Bucharest conference. Constantine continued to insist on the complete neutralization of the Bulgarian army.



Accompanied by a short moving poem by 8. Matsoukas
(see Frame 1, page 11), unknown editor

THE PEACE TREATY

At 1 am on July 18, 1913, Venizelos telegraphed
to Constantine and informed him

of the conclusion of a five-day

armistice that began at noon on the same day.
On August 14, 1913, the partial

demobilization of the Evzones began.

By the end of November,

the last soldier had been demobilized.

The process of demobilization

and return was far from

the moving but idealized image

of the postcard.

The fear of being taken

by surprise by the defeated,

the cholera epidemic that had

not yvel been eradicated,

and the lack of means of transportation

delayed the return of the soldiers

and often led them to anger and disappointment.

Balkan Congress in Bucharest 1913 (*¥)

The back of the card lists the names of the attendees, editor: Bucharest University Publications
Depositl Unbverzal Sarngs. Buceregtl, sub Hotel de France
Orl ca Reproductia intzrriza

On July 28, 1913, the Peace Treaty was signed between Bulgaria on the one hand, and Romania, Greece, Montenegro and Serbia
on the other. This treaty, among other things, defined the borders of Greece with Bulgaria.
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Balkan War - Thessaloniki Sector (translated from ltalian) (*)
The map shows the borders of the Balkan states after the Second Balkan War.
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After the end of the war, Greece increased its area by 90% and its population by 80%.
It would henceforth become a force to be reckoned with in the Balkans and the Eastern Mediterranean.

THE GREEK TRIUMPH
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Greco-Bulgarian War 1913 - Spoils in Piraeus (**)

Photo. Copyright by ,Atlautis¥, Inc, Station E, New York

A large part of the war spoils is transported by requisitioned ships to Piraeus. Syntazma and Omonia squares host crowds of
people who are curious about the most impressive Turkish-Bulgarian booty, cannons and large long-range guns.
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Neo Faliro upon the arrival of King Constantine (*)

A Pallis & Cie - Athénes

From early in the morning of August 5, 1913, crowds of people take their places in Neo Faliro, Kastella and the hills around
the Acropolis, to see the arrival of the fleet and welcome the King. When the warships appear, the guns begin the honorable shots,
while the other ships in Faliro whistle demonically. As soon as the "Averof" anchors, the warships return the cannon fire.

H TNOADLH TOT BALIAERE KONETANTINDY |8, RECEPTION DU ROI CONSTANTIN XII
O YMOYPIOE TAN NAYTIKRN N, ETRATOL LE MINISTRE DE LA MARINE N. STRATOS
KAl TO £[MA TN APOXKOMN ET LE CORPS DES SOYS-500UTS

The reception of King Constanting XII - The Minister of the Navy M. Stratos and the Boy Scouts (**)

Elorits 7, KAPSMIOEAR, Ewaliay 12
O CAHABELAS ATHENES

By order of the King, wounded men from the hospitals are transported to the reception platform, where various associations with
their flags and a Scout platoon have also been placed. Myrtle, laurels and Greek flags complete the scene.
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After the King's return, the doxology

is celebrated in the Metropolis of Athens.
Constantine remains kneeling throughout,
paying homage to the Saint Mary of Victory.

KSNETANTINOE &°EAevdeputic. .

Constantine the Liberator
Eguestrian depiction of the King, wearing the uniform
of the Commander-in-Chief,
the victor's laurel and the poem of similar content (**)
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Praise after the signing of the Peace Treaty (*)
Constantine in his official uniform accompanied by Queen Sophia

A Pallis & Cie - Athénes

The "victorious General” is at the height of his glory.
Afler the humiliating defeat in the

Greco-Turkish War of 1897,

the triumph of the Balkan Wars

catapults his fame into the consciousness

of most Greeks.

With his successive victories,

he significantly promotes Greek irredentism

and is crowned "Creator of Greater Greece".

In August 1913, the Kaiser awards him

the marshal's baton.

Venizelos does the same a few months later.

"No anthem is missing from Constanting's crown anymaore”!



