
   
THE BRITISH "EASTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, LIMITED" 

SERVICE IN THE DODECANESE 1912-1931. 
 

      The London-based Eastern Telegraph Company had connections with almost the entire world. In Rhodes, 
it opened in 1870 next to the Turkish telegraph office, but unfortunately no telegrams from the first years of 
its operation have survived. At the beginning of the 20th century it moved to the Niochori area of the city of 
Rhodes where some documents were found. 
      The agency remained in operation during the Italian occupation of the Dodecanese (1st Period 1912-
1923) which was the only civilian telegraph service in Rhodes at the time. It continued to operate for a few 
years during Italian rule (2nd Period 1923-1943). At first the company delivered its telegrams itself to the 
villages of Rhodes and other islands. Then when the civilian Italian postal service started to operate on 
8.6.1912, the telegrams were sent registered by envelopes with Printed trademark of the company, cancelled 
with the Italian postmarks.  
     The company's 1st telegraph stamp in oval shape and inscribed “THE EASTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY * 
LIMITED * Dated / STASION RHODES” found in three types with differences in lettering and dimensions and was 
used during the 1st period and part of the 2nd period until 1931 .The company was pressured by the Italian 
authorities to Italianize its agency, so it replaced its name with the address where the agency was located 
and made a round stamp in Italian with the homonymous address "RHODES / VIA DEI CONSOLATI 69” (the street 
of consulates 69) the date was in the center and the only English word that remained was RHODES. Most of 
the telegrams we find stamped with the personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators which have postal 
validity such as the Italian director A. Eminian, F. Barmann, A. Zitelli, J. Zitelli.  
 When the telegraph forms of Rhodes ran out, they used forms of Athens, Piraeus, France and Pera (Istanbul) 
stamped on the upper right with the indication mark on box and inside the word RHODES.  
    In the mid-1920s the Italians completed connecting the islands with submarine cables and established an 
excellent telegraph service. Consequently, in 1931 the company closed the agency in favor of the Italian 
telegraph office. 
COMPANY INVOICE As the islands were under Italian occupation from May 1912, transactions began to be 
made in Italian Lira and Centesimo, the telegram invoice in the Dodecanese was established by a Decree of the 
Italian Civil Commissioner (Decreto del Commissario Civile) of the occupying forces. 
PERIOD 1912-1926 
1.   Telegrams within Italian territory: The rate was 1L. For the first 15 w. and for each additional word 50c.  
1.1 Between the islands (Local tariff): Similar low rates applied to Italy, as the islands were now 
considered part of Italian territory. 
2.   International Telegrams (e.g. to London): The rate was around 50-60c. per word.  
3.   Within Europe: Charges for countries like Italy or France were slightly lower, around 25-35c. per word  
4.   To the East (e.g. Egypt, India): Prices skyrocketed. A telegram to Alexandria could cost 1-1.5 L.per   
word, while to India over 2.5 L. 
PERIOD 1926-1930 
1.   Simple Domestic: Minimum Charge of 12 word was (~3,00 L.) each word ~0,25 L. 
2.   International rate:  ~1,20 - 1,50 L. 

 
                                         
1.   1ST PERIOD (ITALIAN OCCUPATION 1912-1923) 
1.1 Message forms with the printed trademark of the company. (p.2-4) 

1.2 Telegraph handstamps of the Company. (p.5) 
1.3 Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box. (p.6-9) 

2.    2ND PERIOD (ITALIAN TERRITORY 1923-1943) part of the period until 1931. 
2.1 Telegraph handstamps of the Company. (p.5-7) 

2.2  Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box. (p.13-14) 
 

The most important postal items in the exhibit are indicated with a green arrow. 
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      1.   1ST PERIOD (ITALIAN OCCUPATION 1912-1923)                                                                                                                                                                                                          

    1.1 Message forms with the printed trademark of the company.                                                    

     Printed trademark on red and Indication STATION.                                                                                      9.8.1912   
                                                                                          
                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Telegram with 40 words originated from Rome on 8.8.1912 to the commander 
    of the Dodecanese islands General G. Amelio. With protocol number 1177  
    of the military headquarters on 9.8.1912. 
    Rate within Italian territory: 1st 15 words 1L. the rest 25 words 25x50c=12,5L Total rate 13,5L. 
    Content of the telegram: 
    The Prefecture of Louka proposes the repatriation of a Turkish customs secretary  
     of Kalymnos to Turkey for serious health reasons. 
 
 

                                                                                           The company's telegraph office  
                                                                                            “EASTERN”  in 1870 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                    General G. Amelio.  
                                                                                                                                                                    The 1st commander  
                                                                                                                                                                     of the Dodecanese 
                                                                                                                                                                     (7.5.1912 - 14.10.1913). 
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1.1 Message forms with the printed trademark of the company.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
   Printed trademark on red and Indication RHODES STATION. Message Form Type 5/20                            28.10.1914  

                        

                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       The telegram with 26 words from Maliye (Turkish Ministry of Finance) was a                                                                                                             

       correspondence between this official institution and the Ministry of Foundations.                                                               27% 
      The text on the front page is written in Turkish with Latin letters. 
      This is very uncommon. Most likely because the telegraph officer  
       is not Turkish. The Turkish part is handwritten in old Turkish Rikka type. 
       International rate: 26x0,60c.=15,6L. 
 

 
      Back side 
      There is an answer written in accordance with what was written before. 
      Upper left corner: 
      Foundations directorate, 15 October 1914 
      Text: They sent a document and money. We are waiting for an answer. 
 
    -This document captures the administrative challenges in Rhodes during 1912,  
     when the Italian administration (under General Ameglio) was taking control from 
     the Ottoman authorities. Such records are rare because they illustrate how local  
     structures (such as the Evkaf) attempted to function during the transition of sovereignty. 
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1.1  Message forms with the printed trademark of the company.   
                                                                                                                                                                                          

    Printed trademark on blue and Indication RHODES STATION Message Form Type 5/11                                   1916                                                                     

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Telegram with protocol number 1968 from the military command of Rhodes to Naples. 
     Text: It refers to a released person who smuggled himself into Rhodes from Naples, sought work as a confectioner,  
     was arrested and the military lawyer of Rhodes asks the competent authority in Naples if there are any commendable acts 
     against this person. The answer to this telegram can be found in (p.6) on 1.7.1916. 
     The rest of the information (origin, shipments, number of words and date) must be found on the receipt. 
 

     11.6.1924                                                                                                                                                               36% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

                                                                                                                                            As there was no postal service 
                                                                                                                                                   (Ottoman period) between Rhodes 
                                                                                                                                                  and other villages on the island or 

                                                                                                                                           from Rhodes to other islands, 
                                                                                                                                                       the telegrams were delivered directly 
                                                                                                                                                      by the Eastern Telegram Company. 

                                                                                                                                                 Then when the civil Italian postal  
                                                                                                                                      service started to operate  

                                                                                                                  on 8.6.1912, 
                                                                                                                                                    telegrams were sent registered by 
                                                                                                                                                    envelopes with Printed trademark 

                                                                                                                                                     of the company, cancelled with the 
                                                                                                                          Italian postmarks. 

 
    Cds  Register pmk of Rhodes P.O. on 11.6.1924 arrival in Symi island of Dodecanese on 13.6.1924. 

(p.4) 



 

  

     1.2   Telegraph handstamps of the Company.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
      43% 

                                                                                                                                                                           19.6.1913 

 

 

        

 
    PPC from Rhodes 19.6.1913 
    Cancelled with Italian pmk  
    Arrival in Syros (Islan of Greece) 
    on 9.6.1913 and cancelled with  
    Greck pmk. 
    There are twelve days difference 
     between the Gregorian and  
    the Julian calendar. 
        
     International rate by the  
     Italian P.O.: 1907-1921 
     Rome Agreements of 1906  
     PPC 10c. 
     Franked at the correct postage  
     of e 10c. Italian stamp (type Leoni).          Cds THE EASTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY * LIMITED * 
                                                                       RHODES 19 JUN.1913/STATION.   Oval handstamp on lilac type A 38x30mm. 
                                                                       The sender was a Greek from Rhodes and probably worked for the telegraph Co. 
                                                                        For that reason, it was stamped with the company's seal. 
 

                                                                       Type A is unique up to the present. The imprint of this pmk is presented as an  
                                                                       example in the bibliographies of G.Zisimatos (1984) and M. Carloni (2006). 
 
 
                                                                       
 

   Message Form in English with indication STATION. Type 5/26                                                                    14.02.1921  
 

                                                                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                   Telegram with 25 words originated from Palermo.  
                   cds THE EASTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY * LIMITED * RHODES 14 FEB.1921 / STATION 

                   Oval handstamp on lilac type Aa 38x30mm. 
                   Rate within Italian territory: 1st 15 words 1L. the rest 10 words 10x0,50c=5L. Total rate 6L.      
 

Type Αa is the same as above type A with difference only in lettering, is unique and is not mentioned in any bibliography. 
               

(p.5) 



         

    1.3 Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box. 

    - When the Tel. forms of Rhodes had run out, they used forms of Athens, Piraeus, France and Pera (Constantinople) 
     stamped on the upper right with the indication mark on box and inside the word RHODES. 
 

     Message Form in Greek with 2-line indication ATHENS  STATION / ΤΗΛΕΓΡΑΦΕΙΟΝ  ΑΘΗΝΩΝ Type 5/22   
                                                                                                                                                                            1.7.1916 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

    Message Form with indication RHODES STATION.  Type 5/25                                                                                       17.7.1921 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     2-line dated personal hand stamp of the telegraph operator F. BARMANN / 17 JUL. 1921 on black. 
     Telegram with 7 words originated from Cania (Crete).                     International rate: 7x0,50c.=3,50L. 

 

(p.6) 

    2-line dated personal hand stamp of the telegraph operator A. EMINYAN / 1 JUL. 1916 on lilac. (director of the Company). 
    Telegram with 31 words originated from Naples. 
     Also is stamped with lilac boxed indication mark in the upper right part writing RHODES.     
    Rate within Italian territory: 1st 15 words 1L. the rest 16 words 16x0,50c=8L. Total rate 9L.      
      - in this telegram reply the competent authority of Naples to the telegram of Rhodes with protocol no.1968  
        (p.4 of this exhibit) to the state military attorney that the prisoner at Rhodes had committed no offense at Naples. 
      

 



    

  1.3 Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                                         16.2.1913 

    Payment receipt with indication  
    CHIOS STATION 

    (Chios Greek island, situated  
    in the northern Aegean Sea),  
    from Rhodes to Roma,  
    stamped with blue  
    indication mark on box with RHODES  

    on 16.2.1913 
    the sender paid 47,52 Dr. 
    (10,80 in Italian Lire) for 22 words. 
 
    The payment receipt belongs to the 
    following copy of the telegram  
    in message form type 5/26.  
    His destination was 
    Benedetto law office in Rome. 
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  1.3 Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box 

   Message Form in Greek with 
   2-line indication ATHENS  STATION / ΤΗΛΕΓΡΑΦΕΙΟΝ ΑΘΗΝΩΝ Type 5/22                                                           21.6.1916 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Stamped with blue Indication mark on box with RHODES dated 21.6.1916.    
       Telegram with 30 words originated Grottaferrata (Commune of Rome). 
        Rate within Italian territory: 1st 15 words 1L. the rest 15 words 15x0,50c=7,5L. Total rate 8,50L.      
 
 

     Message Form with indication   STATION Type 5/25                                                                                        2.9.1916                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
       Stamped with blue Indication mark on box with RHODES dated 2.9.1916.    
       Telegram with 12 words originated from Salonica      International rate: 12x0,50c.=6L. 
 

(p.8) 



 

 1.3 Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box. 
 
 

  Message Form in English with indication STATION. Type 5/25                                                                                   20.08.1917 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Stamped with blue Indication mark on box with RHODES dated 20.8.1917.    
       Congratulatory telegram with 11 words from the Duchess of Aosta Princess Hélène of Orléans (1817-1951) to the  
       Gen. Vittorio Elia 1917-1919 commander of the Dodecanese. 
       Rate within Italian territory: 1st 15 words 1L.  
 
         
 
 
 

    Message Form in English with indication STATION. Type 5/25                                                                                  21.06.1919 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Official Telegram with 49 words originated from Greek consulate of Rhodes on 21.6.1919 (without any other indication) 

   to the Commissioner for the Administration of the Islands of Rhodes, with protocol number 4860 on the back side.29.6.1919. 
   International rate: 49x0,50c.=24,50L. 
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   2.    2ND PERIOD (ITALIAN TERRITORY 1923-1943) part of the period until 1931. 
    2.1    Telegraph handstamps of the Company.                                                                                                                                         
                                     

     Message Form in Greek with 2-line indication mark PIRAEUS STATION / ΤΗΛΕΓΡΑΦΕΙΟΝ ΠΕΙΡΑΙΩΣ Type 5/22. 
                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                                                                             2.10.1927 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
      Telegram with 8 words originated from Athens   
       cds THE EASTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY * LIMITED * RHODES 2 OCT.1927 / STATION  

      Oval handstamp on lilac type Ab 37x27mm.         International rate: 8x1,20L.=9,60 L. 
       
      Type Ab is unique up to the present. The imprint of this pmk is presented as an example in the bibliographies  
      of G.Zisimatos  (1984) and M. Carloni (2006).  
              
 
 
 
 
   Handwritten notice,  
   signed by the director 
   (A. Eminyan) 
   of the company who  
   also acted as  
   telegraph operator. 
 
   cds THE EASTERN  
  TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
  * LIMITED * RHODES  
   18 NOV.192? / STATIO 
    handstamp type Ab. 
 
 
 
 
 
  Handstamp  
  types A, Aa (p.5) 
  and Ab (p.6) are the same 
  with different sizes 
  and lettering. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                              
 

                                                                

p.10 



                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  2.1    Telegraph handstamps of the Company.                                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                        
  Message Form in Greek with 2-line indication mark  PIRAEUS STATION / ΤΗΛΕΓΡΑΦΕΙΟΝ ΠΕΙΡΑΙΩΣ Type 5/22. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                           12.4.1930 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Telegram with 4 words originated from Paris   cds RHODES * 69 VIA DEI CONSOLATI * 12 APR. 30 

                            Round handstamp on lilac type B 40mm.       International rate: 4x1,20L.=4,80 L. 
 

The company was pressured by the Italian authorities to Italianize its agency, so it replaced its name 
with the address where the agency was located and made a round stamp in Italian with the 

homonymous address"VIA DEI CONSOLATI,69 RHODES" and the only English word that remained was RHODES. 
                                                                                                                                                                                     32% 

   Types A (p.5), Ab (p.10) and B (p.11), of the company's hand stamps are unique, 
    whose imprints is presented as an example in the bibliographies 
    of G.Zisimatos (1984) and M. Carloni (2006).  Presented from my exhibit. 
 
 
 
     

            Staff of the Eastern telegraph 
                  company in Pera, Constantinople 

                                                                                        in 1922. 
 
 

                              27.5.1928 

 

 

   Payment receipt with  
   indication ATHENS STATION 

   on 27.5.1928  
   from Rhodes to Alexandria 
   (The word Athens was removed  
   with a pencil and replaced by 
   the word Rodi “Rhodes”  
   In handwriting). 
   The sender  
   paid 38 Dr. for 26 words 
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    2.2     Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box. 

 

   Message Form with indication PERA STATION (Constantinople). Type 5/25                                                                                    25.2.1923 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   2-line dated personal hand stamp of the telegraph operator A. ZITELLI  / 25 FEB 23 on black.        
   Telegram with 32 words originated from San Francisco.      International rate: 32x1,20L.=38,4L. 
 

                 

   Message Form with indication RHODES STATION . Type 5/25                                                                       1.3.1923 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  2-line dated personal hand stamp of the telegraph operator A. ZITELLI  / -1.MAR 23 on black.     
  Telegram with 29 words originated from San Francisco.         International rate: 29x1,20=34,8L. 
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  2.2    Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
  Message Form with indication RHODES STATION. Type 5/25                                                                                                                           4.9.1924                                                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    2-line dated personal hand stamp of the telegraph operator JAMES ZITELLI / -4.SEP. 24 on black. 
    Telegram with 22 words originated from Cania (Crete).                International rate: 22x1,20L.=26,4L. 
             
 

                                                                                                                                                        27.9.1924 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      Payment receipt from Rhodes to Florence with indication mark on black RHODES STATION on 27.9.1924 
  for 25 words the sender paid 43,60 Drachmas. 
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    2.2   Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

   Message Form with indication RHODES STATION. Type 5/25                                                                                1.11.1929 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   2-line dated personal hand stamp of the telegraph operator A. ZITELLI  / -1.NOV 29 on black. 
   Telegram with 38 words originated from Paris                       International rate: 38x1,20L.=45,5L. 
 

              

        

  France Message Form with indication BUREAU DE RHODES (RHODES OFFICE). Type 5/25                              2.2.1930 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    2-line dated personal hand stamp of the telegraph operator A. ZITELLI  / -2.FEB 30 on black. 
    Telegram with 11 words originated from Paris                     International rate: 11x1,20L.=13,2L. 
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     2.2    Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box.                                                                                                                                                                                                
                           

    Document signed by the director-telegraph operator of the Co.                                                               29.5.1926 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   Request for repair of the company's building signed by the manager A.Eminian at the new address where the company was   
   renamed to  RHODES * 69 VIA DEI CONSOLATI  to the Municipality with protocol number 1818  on 29.5.1926 of Rhodes.  

   The document is franked with an Italian overprinted revenues stamp cancelled handwriting by the municipal employee with  
    Rodi di 29.5.26. 
 

    (This type of revenues stamp is overprinted at the top with R. GOVERNO DI RODI  
    and on bottom DEBITO PUBBLICO / OTTOMANO of 1 PIASTRA (Ottoman money)  
    was used when the military administration was replaced in the Dodecanese in 1920 by the political administration 
    in 1921 by the Conte Alessandro De Bosdari 7th Commander of the Dodecanese 1921-1922. 
    -The office of the Public Ottoman Debt was subordinated to it.) 
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   2.2   Personal hand stamps of the telegraph operators or indication marks on box.                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

   France Message Form with indication BUREAU DE RHODES (RHODES OFFICE). Type 5/25                             20.9.1931 

 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  Telegram with 9 words originated from Belgian Congo (notify) on 20.9.1931.  
   International rate: 9x1,50L.=13,5L. (each word was about 1,50L! from Africa). 
   Franked with e 3 Lire revenues stamp (During the second period 1922-1943 the Dodecanese were Italian territories,  
   so the revenues stamps used were Italian) and cancelled with the criminal court of Rhodes mark. 
   (The recipient needed it as evidence in court).                                   -This telegram was one of the last from the company. 
 

 
   Printed trademark on blue and Indication PERA / STATION (Constantinople).  
   Message Form Type 5/15c stamped with lilac boxed indication mark on the top with RHODES.    
 

                                                                                                                                                                       25.6.1928 
 

       

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                      
 4.3.1923 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                     
   The telegram was sent from France on 25.6.1928. 
   The text and the date are typewritten; therefore,  
   the number of words and the time are not indicated.  
   These elements should have been written only  
   on the payment receipt. 
 
 
                                                                                                    Proof of receipt of a telegram from Eastern Co. of Rhodes 
                                                                                                   The form is from Pera (Constantinople) dated 4.3.1923.\ 
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